
 

Aylesbury Vale District Council (“AVDC”) and Buckinghamshire County Council (“BCC”)  

Notes on proceeding with a Unilateral Undertaking 

Introduction 

Where planning obligations are required in order to make a planning proposal acceptable, 

Aylesbury Vale District Council and Buckinghamshire County Council (“the Councils”) will accept 

planning obligations in the form of unilateral undertakings (“U/U”) in cases where the 

obligations required are straightforward. These obligations will usually take the form of financial 

payments to the Councils for example, payments towards ALUTS (the Aylesbury Land Use 

Transport Strategy) and/or payments towards  sport and leisure projects (where the payments 

will be to AVDC)  and/or payments towards education facilities (where the payments will be to 

BCC). 

The Councils have standard forms for these types of U/Us which are downloadable from the 

AVDC  website. 

Requirements 

In order for any submitted U/U to be acceptable the following requirements must be met:-  

1. The submitted U/U  must remain in our standard form with the only alterations being the 
information that is specific to the application site and planning proposal in question.  Where 
information is required in the draft U/U, this is indicated thereon  by a “(*)” or [ ] 
throughout the draft. This information should be shown in red as tracked changes when the 
draft is submitted to the Councils for approval before being executed (see point 3 below).  If 
other amendments are made, the matter will have to proceed by way of a bilateral 
agreement that will need to be negotiated in the usual way between the parties. The draft 
should be sent in the first instance to AVDC who will liaise with BCC on the matter. 

 

2. At the outset, the Applicant must find out from the Planning Case Officer at AVDC and (as 
the case may be) the Education Officer at BCC, the quantum of the contribution(s) and the 
amount of the monitoring charge(s) which is a payment to the Council(s) to cover the cost of 
monitoring compliance with the terms of the U/U. 
 

3. The Councils’ Legal Departments will need to carry out some work on the matter, namely 
checking title to the application site (see point 4 below) and checking that the draft U/U 
conforms to our standard documentation and the additional details are correct.  A standard 
fee of £600 for each Council is charged for this work (making a total of £1,200 if both 
Councils are involved). If the actual work involved is more than anticipated due, for example, 
to a complicated title, then the actual cost of the time incurred will be charged.  The two 
fees should be sent to the two Council’s Legal Departments (addressed, in the case of AVDC,  
to “the Legal Division, Aylesbury Vale District Council, the Gateway, Gatehouse Way, 
Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP19 8FF” and, in the case of BCC,  to “ Buckinghamshire Law 
Plus, Room G5I, New County Offices Walton Street, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP20 1UA” 
) when the draft is submitted for approval and the cheques should be made payable to 
Aylesbury Vale District Council and (as the case may be) Buckinghamshire County Council . 



Any additional costs that have been incurred will be required to be paid prior to the 
application being determined. VAT is not chargeable on these fees. 
 

4. Full title for the whole of the application site must be supplied to AVDC’s Legal Department 
at the outset to include up to date official copies of the register if the land is registered  land 
or an epitome of title if the land is unregistered land.  All freeholders, leaseholders, 
mortgagees and any person or body holding an option to purchase or a conditional or 
unconditional contract must be parties to the U/U. 

 

5. It is recommended that the draft U/U is submitted to AVDC’s Legal Department for approval 
prior to executing the document.  This will save time in the long run if there are any errors in 
the U/U which could cause delay in the determination of the application.  

 

6. A plan showing the entirety of the application site edged red should be annexed to the 
undertaking. If the application site is owned by several parties then a separate plan showing 
their individual interests in the land delineated in different colours should also be annexed 
to the U/U. 
 

7. The final document should be printed on engrossment (high quality) paper. 
 

8. If any party executes the Deed by power of attorney, a copy of that document should  also be 
submitted to AVDC with the completed Deed. 
 

9. The original completed document will be held by the Councils and so if the U/U is to both 
Councils, it should be executed in duplicate. If the Applicant wishes to have a copy he/she 
should make a copy before sending the completed Deed to AVDC or it should be executed in 
duplicate/triplicate (as the case may be). 
 

10. The planning application will only be determined when AVDC is satisfied with the completed 
Deed and when all the legal fees and monitoring charges have been paid. 
 

11. The completed Deed will registered as a Local Land Charge by AVDC when it has been 
completed. 

 


