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9
 WINSLOW


INTRODUCTION 

9.1. 	 Winslow is a small historic market town serving surrounding 
rural areas in the central part of the District. It has a 
population of about 4,400. It has a wide range of shops 
including a number of specialist shops serving a wider 
catchment area. It has some employment on the Station Road 
Industrial Estate and in the town centre. 

HOUSING 

9.2. 	 For housing proposals involving infill, rounding-off and 
other schemes within the built-up area of Winslow, policies 
RA.13 - RA.14 apply. 

9.3. 	 With a need to identify land for housing development, as set out 
earlier and to be consistent with the Inspector’s 
recommendations, the search for suitable sites for 250 houses 
has included land around the entire periphery of Winslow. The 
following criteria were considered in identifying the necessary 
housing allocation at Winslow: the impact on the town’s rural 
setting; the quality of agricultural land; the impact of additional 
road traffic on the network and the town centre; and the need 
for additional services and facilities. 

9.4.	 In this context the Plan proposes the allocation of a site 
immediately to the west of the existing built-up area of the 
town. The site extends to some 14 ha and is therefore capable of 
accommodating substantially more than the 250 houses 
required at Winslow. It is therefore appropriate to only allocate 
the southern part of the site for 250 houses, with a requirement 
that this development should not prejudice development beyond 
2011 on the remainder of the site if required. 

9.5.	 The site is situated on the western edge of Winslow and is 
bounded to the south and west by development fronting Verney 
Road, and Furze Lane. It is well located in terms of its 
proximity to local services, particularly the BCC Winslow 
Centre, town centre shops and the Market Square, all of which 
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are within easy walking distance. Likewise, the Winslow C of E 
Combined School, local employment areas and recreation 
facilities are readily accessible on foot or by cycle. 

9.6.	 It is acknowledged that traffic generated by the development 
would be likely to increase the pressure on the town centre. 
The amount of requisite provision for related infrastructure and 
facilities will be determined as part of the preparation of a 
planning brief for the site. 

WI.1	 The Council proposes that land at Verney Road, Winslow (as 
defined on the Proposals Map) be developed for housing subject 
to the following: 

a) any development shall be based on a planning brief that 
shall be the subject of public consultation and subsequent 
approval as Supplementary Planning Guidance; 

b) an equitable contribution will be sought towards the 
revenue costs during the first three years after occupation 
of the first dwelling for public transport bus improvements 
in Winslow; 

c) 	 an equitable contribution will be sought towards 
improvements to local education facilities based on 
generated pupil numbers; 

d) the development shall take account of a comprehensive 
landscaping scheme based on a tree and hedgerow survey, 
and safeguard significant natural features, including trees 
and hedgerows; 

e) the provision of improved pedestrian and cycle linkages and 
facilities, where reasonable and practicable, within the site, 
between the site and the town centre, and elsewhere; 

f)	 provision of land in accordance with NPFA standards for the 
laying out of and the maintenance of sports pitches and 
associated changing rooms; 

g) provision of land in accordance with NPFA standards for 
children's play areas and the provision of equipment, 
including their maintenance; 

h) the provision and safeguarding of land within and around 
the periphery of the developed area of the site for open 
amenity land; 

i)	 providing for a mix of housing types and sizes, including in 
particular at least 10% as low cost market housing, and 
providing for a minimum of 20% and up to 30% as 
affordable housing. The Council will assess the 
circumstances of the site and of the particular proposed 
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development, taking into account the considerations set out 
in GP.2 above and also the local need for low cost housing. 
The Council will also wish to ensure that the affordable 
dwellings are occupied initially by "qualifying persons" and 
are retained for successive "qualifying persons"; 

j)	 the provision of satisfactory means of access, adequate 
sewerage and land drainage, and other physical 
infrastructure necessary to serve the site; and 

k) the provision of any other social or community facility that 
may reasonably be required. 

EMPLOYMENT 

9.7. 	 In recent years, despite significant housing growth, employment 
opportunities have declined. The Council is anxious to 
encourage employment development to meet local employment 
needs. The Council has concluded that a small workshop 
employment park would be appropriate for Winslow. 

9.8. 	 It is proposed that 4.72 ha of land is allocated at Winslow for 
employment use, at a site north of the railway line, adjacent to 
the Buckingham Road/Furze Lane junction. It is envisaged that 
such a site would be sufficient to provide some 150 jobs. 

WI.2	 The Proposals Map allocates a site at the junction of 
Buckingham Road and Furze Lane for employment 
development based on small-scale industrial and commercial 
uses, including a landscaped buffer zone to protect the aural 
and visual amenity of the adjoining cemetery, and that a site be 
safeguarded for a new railway station (as defined on the 
Proposals Map). 

Proposals for this site should follow the principles of an agreed 
overall layout plan for the area that makes satisfactory 
provision for vehicular access to the A413, and pedestrian and 
cycle links. 

The layout plan should include landscaping proposals to screen 
the development along the northern and western sides of the 
site, and to separate employment uses and buildings from the 
adjoining burial ground. 

Development will not be permitted in advance of satisfactory 
drainage provision or an archaeological evaluation of the site. 
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SHOPPING 

9.9. 	 The maintenance and enhancement of Winslow as a local 
shopping centre is important to minimise the need to travel. 
The central area incorporates a diversity of local shopping uses, 
a number of specialist shops and a range of other commercial 
uses. They are mainly concentrated in Market Square and 
northwards along High Street. Much of this is in the 
Conservation Area. 

9.10.	 Given its relationship to larger shopping centres and the 
limited further housing growth, Winslow is unlikely to 
expand significantly as a shopping centre. The priority will 
be to maintain the level of shopping it currently offers as a 
local centre. 

9.11. 	 A Central Shopping Area (see Proposals Map) has been 
designated to maintain a cohesive town centre and prevent the 
haphazard spread of commercial uses into the surrounding 
residential areas. 

9.12. 	 Non-shop uses can contribute to a centre’s vitality and viability 
by providing services that are now widely regarded as 
complementary to traditional shopping facilities. Nevertheless, 
it is most important that a careful balance of uses is 
maintained. Non-shop uses will be acceptable in principle 
within the Central Shopping Area, however, they should be well 
dispersed and a concentration of such uses should be avoided, 
therefore they will not be permitted adjoining each other. 

WI.3	 The Proposals Map defines the Central Shopping Area. 

Permission will not be given in the Central Shopping Area for 
uses that weaken its shopping strength and attractiveness. New 
development should enhance the trading vitality and interest of 
the town centre. 

Redevelopment proposals should normally incorporate ground 
floor retail accommodation. Non-retail or mixed-use schemes 
should avoid a bunching of, or adjacent, non-shop uses. 

CAR PARKING 

9.13.	 A limited amount of parking is available within the Market 
Square, but on one day a week an open market occupies part of 
this area. Further parking is located on the east of High Street, 
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in Greyhound Lane and to the north of Elmfields Gate. The 
remaining parking available within the town centre is on-street. 
Market Square would be very much more attractive both in 
terms of appearance and use by shoppers if fewer cars were 
parked there. 

TRANSPORT 

9.14.	 The Council supports the re-opening of the railway through 
Winslow to passenger traffic. 

WI.4	 The Proposals Map identifies a site reserved for a railway 
station stop. 

Development proposals that prejudice the effective use of the 
site for its designated purpose will not be permitted. 

Proposals for a railway station on the reserved site at Winslow 
should have regard to: 

a) the protection of nearby residential amenity; 

b) the provision of related car and cycle parking, and bus 
waiting facilities; and 

c)	 the conservation and protection of any affected trees or 
other landscape feature. 

9.15.	 In the event that the railway line is re-opened to passenger 
traffic the Council will support proposals for a station having 
particular regard to the impact on adjacent residents and 
provision for walking and cycling. 

9.16. 	 The National Cycle Network (SUSTRANS) includes a route 
through Winslow and a link to Aylesbury. 

TOWNSCAPE AND ENVIRONMENT 

9.17.	 A large part of Winslow’s Central Shopping Area is within the 
Conservation Area. The historic fabric lends a great deal to 
its character and environmental quality; it constitutes one of 
the principal assets. There is a need to exploit this and other 
opportunities to enhance the environment of the town centre 
and so increase their attractiveness as places in which to 
shop. Shop premises may need to be refurbished but this 
should not be at the expense of maintaining the integrity of 
the historic buildings. 
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9.18.	 Providing more housing within town centres is an important 
objective. More housing will provide more choice, a better 
balance of uses in the centre, increased activity outside peak 
times and provide a choice for those who want to be less 
dependent on the motor car. 

WI.5	 The Proposals Map defines the Winslow Central Shopping Area. 

Development that enhances the shopping function and 
characteristics of the Central Shopping Area will be permitted, 
subject to other policies of the Plan. 

Proposals where shopping-related development is secondary to 
residential and other non-retail uses are not likely to be 
considered appropriate in the Central Shopping Area. 

Proposals for new buildings or alterations to existing buildings, 
and for shop fronts and advertisements, should be designed to 
harmonise with the traditional appearance of the town centre 
and should, where possible, include or facilitate rear servicing. 

Development giving rise to excessive traffic that is incompatible 
with the historic environment or retail efficiency of the centre 
will not be permitted. 
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