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Contact details 
 
For information about planning 
applications: 
Planning Division (see postal and email 
addresses at the bottom of this leaflet). 
 
For information on habitats and 
species, surveys or pre-application 
advice on protected species: 
Green Spaces Team (Biodiversity) 
Aylesbury Vale District Council 
Haydon Mill 
Rabans Lane 
Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP19 8RU  
Tel: (01296) 427972 
 
For information on protected species 
licensing requirements 
Natural England 
Foxhold House 
Crookham Common 
Newbury 
Berkshire,  RG15 8EL 
Tel: (01635) 268881  
 

To obtain a copy of this 
leaflet on tape or in large 

print please telephone 
(01296) 585679 
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Pre-application advice 
We strongly advise applicants to seek 
advice before submitting any 
application falling within the criteria 
of the biodiversity checklist.  
 
Pre-application advice is available from 
our Green Spaces team (see contacts 
overleaf) to determine whether a survey 
is needed.  If a survey is necessary, you 
should submit it with your application, 
together with any mitigation plans. 
 
Advice at pre-application stage can help 
to avoid delays. It is important that you 
find out whether a protected species 
survey is required as part of your 
planning application, if surveys can only 
be carried out at certain times of the year, 
or if changes to the application are 
needed to provide mitigation. 
 

Application registration procedure 
 
We will not register an application which 
falls within the criteria of the biodiversity 
checklist.  We will write and let you 
know a survey is required, explain why it 
is necessary and tell you the procedure to 
follow.  The survey will determine 
whether mitigation or compensation 
plans will be conditions of the planning 
decision. 
 

 
 
We will ask you whether you intend to 
submit a survey or wish the application 
to be determined as submitted.  If a 
survey is not submitted, it could result 
in the application being refused. 
 
Biodiversity checklist 
 

• Barn conversions 
• Change of use with associated 

works involving internal 
alterations to the roof structure 

• Hedgerow removal 
• Works within 10 metres of a 

watercourse or 250 metres from a 
pond 

• Works to bridges, underground 
structures and tunnels 

• Works on a designated wildlife 
site 

• Applications which involve 
demolition 

• New build on greenfield and 
brownfield sites 

• Loft conversions 
 

More detailed information on this 
procedure is available in the 
accompanying Planning Advice Note: 
Biodiversity and the Planning Process 
Ecological Assessments. 
 

This leaflet explains how some wildlife is 
given special protection through UK and 
European legislation and must be given 
consideration as part of the planning 
application process. 
 
Your application 
Where there is either evidence or  a 
reasonable likelihood of the presence of 
protected species, we cannot approve an 
application without supporting ecological 
assessment from a suitably qualified 
expert. If protected species or habitats are 
present, we must be satisfied that 
detrimental effects can be avoided, 
mitigated or compensated for.  Where 
permission is granted it may be necessary 
to incorporate safeguards either as part of 
the scheme, as a condition and/or by legal 
agreement. 

In Aylesbury Vale, the key protected 
species are: 

• Adder  
• Badger  
• Bats (all species)  
• Common lizard  
• Dormouse  
• Grass snake  
• Great Crested Newt  
• Otter  
• Slow worm  
• Water vole  
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