
My name is Ian Smith and I represent St Edmund Parish Church 

The church is a Grade 1 listed building, which with the graveyard is 
immediately adjacent to the junction at College Farm Road/Church 
Street. 

The committee is reminded that the graveyard is the only village 
graveyard, is still open to any resident regardless of their beliefs and is 
in regular use for its intended purpose. 

Being residents of Maids Moreton, we are highly skeptical about the 
entire traffic management plan submitted and I refer today particularly to 
the proposed changes by the Church. Croft Transport Solutions drawing 
reference 1158-F0?. Version D refers. 

As context, the church is used most days of the week for a variety of 
religious and non religious activities, for people of all ages. All attendees 
have to cross Church Street to get to the church, or be brought by 
vehicle. 

This proposal removes vehicle access by the ancient entrance to the 
church and also closes the new entrance which serves the car park, the 
Rectory residence and the graveyard. This car park is in regular use, not 
only by the church, but more widely as it is one of the few off road 
parking spaces in the village. 

The applicants proposal can only add to on street parking which helps 
no one. 

It proposes a pedestrian crossing in the location of the current entrance? 

This is a dangerous location for it recognised by the recent erection of 
warning signage. This current proposal for the crossing cannot be 
permitted but an alternative should be required. 

The proposed narrowing of College Farm Road and passing place 
immediately adjacent to the church is unacceptable for reasons of noise 
and vibration to the church, the Altar of which is only 9 metres from it at 
this point. 



Grade One listed, built circa 1400, the church is on shallow foundations 
and any increase in vibrations is a concern. We have already 
experienced minor damage to the delicate Chancel Window structure. 

The retaining wall to the graveyard is typical of its age and of modest 
stone and lime mortar construction becoming an earth bank with 
vegetation. So any work around it and vibration from traffic would make 
it vulnerable to movement. 

Any change to the church side of College Farm Road will affect land and 
property under the jurisdiction of the Consistory Court of the Diocese of 
Oxford to whom appropriate separate legal application would need to be 
made as it falls outside the jurisdiction of AVDC. 

Reconfiguring the junction may or may not be the right thing to consider 
but it needs to be designed sympathetically to a grade 1 listed building , 
the traffic needs of the village and the needs of pedestrians. 

Inexplicably, at no time has any representative of the applicants 
bothered to talk to the Church or the Diocese of Oxford about concerns 
we may have and how they might be addressed. 

The Officers report glosses over this and other proposed traffic 
management arrangements, saying these matters are about detailed 
design, subject to later consultation, but this is clearly not the case 
because Traffic management is a major problem in Maids Moreton 
already, before any further new developments whose incremental traffic 
changes continue to add up. 

The Committee is urged to reject the proposed Traffic Management 
Plan and demand their Officers conduct a public consultation of the 
whole issue so that a long term solution acceptable to the residents of 
the village and to the Church as part of the village may be found. 

Ian Smith 
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