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October 2015 
 
Slapton, Horton & Grove Neighbourhood Plan  
Have your say 
You might have already heard that Slapton Parish Council established a Steering Group 
last month to create a Neighbourhood Plan for Slapton, Horton and Grove. Leaflets 
about this were distributed to all houses in the parish at the end of July. 
Neighbourhood Plans were established by the Government in 2011 as a method to give 
communities, such as ours, greater say over the planning process. Many other 
communities in our area are already taking advantage of this process, for example 
Cheddington, Ivinghoe and Wingrave parishes. 
 
Neighbourhood planning gives us direct power to develop a shared vision for the parish 
and to shape the development and growth of our local area. We can choose where we 
want new homes and what those new buildings should look like; we can protect areas of 
land that are important to the community and to the local environment, and state our 
desires for the sort of facilities we would like introduced alongside any new development.  
The Group held its first meeting on 19 August and has moved on to break down the 
project into four smaller tasks that will inform the first draft of a Plan.  
 
The task groups, in a nutshell, are as follows: 
Site Analysis 
To identify land where change is anticipated and sites that are underused/vacant/derelict 
etc.  
Green Issues 
To consider the natural environment of the parish. 
Design 
To consider issues concerning the design of development of the parish. 
Community Faci l i t ies 
To consider value of all buildings and land associated with community benefit. 
Our timetable is to have this first draft plan in place before the end of 2015. The Plan 
can only become officially endorsed after a referendum open to all registered voters in 
the Parish. 
The Steering Group will be reporting back to the village regularly – via The Villager, at 
Parish Council meetings and via formal communication events that will be arranged and 
publicised in due course.  
 
If you are not already part of the group and would like your voice to be heard, this is your 
opportunity to have a real say in how our community develops over the next 20 years. 
Please do feel free to get in contact with us, through:  Sean (redacted in this document) 
November 2015 
 

Slapton, Horton & Grove Neighbourhood Plan 
The steering committee and the four task groups, Site Analysis, Community Facilities, 
Design and Green Issues, are all currently working towards the Slapton Neighbourhood 
Pre-Submission Plan. When this is in place the informal consultation phase will start 
within the community. Following on from this period the draft plan will be prepared 
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followed by a further community consultation phase before the final plan is prepared. 
The final element of the project will be a referendum within the community. 
 
During November, we aim to have a website up and running to ensure that the 
community of Slapton, Horton and Grove has all relevant information and updates.  
In the meantime it is not too late to get involved! If you would like to, please contact 
Sean xxxxx Chairman  (redacted in this document) 
 
December 2015 
 
Slapton Neighbourhood Plan 
The four task groups, Site Analysis, Design, Green Issues and Community Facilities, 
have all been very busy over the past two months, researching and collating 
information that will form part of our Draft Neighbourhood Plan and conform to the 
relevant policies within AVDC Local Plan. The work is time consuming, but at our 
recent Steering Group meeting, where all the task groups fed back, our external 
adviser commented on the professionalism of the work completed so far and that he 
wished other communities that he worked with came up with the type of work that 
has been produced! Thank you to everyone who has so generously volunteered their 
time to make this happen. 
Just a reminder of the four specific areas where  a Neighbourhood Plan for Slapton 
will give us greater control over how the village develops:  
 We can influence where we want homes to be built; 
• The design principles that should apply to those new buildings; 
• We can protect areas of land that are important to the community and to the local 
environment; and 
• We can state our desires for the sort of facilities we would like introduced alongside 
any any new development. 
We are keen to ensure that the process is open happening and how the 
Neighbourhood Plan is developing.  
Please visit: www.slaptonparish.org.uk 
Go on, take a look!  
At this time, we are hoping that our first informal consultation with the community will 
happen early 2016 – please keep an eye on the website, and in The Villager, for 
updates. happening and how the Neighbourhood Plan is developing.  
Please visit: www.slaptonparish.org.uk 
Go on, take a look!  
 
January 2016 
 
Slapton Neighbourhood Plan – Update from The Steering 
Group 
The task groups are just completing their research and findings and in the new year we 
will be moving to the next stage of the process – the Community Informal Consultation. 
Just a reminder that it is inevitable that our community, like all communities, will have to 
expand over the next 20 years. We need a Neighbourhood Plan, without it homes will be 
built where developers see opportunities, rather than on sites that the whole community 
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agrees are most appropriate. 
The Steering Group are working towards a Neighbourhood Plan that will give our 
community greater control over how the village, and the parish develop: 
1. We can influence where we want homes to be built 
2. The design principles that should apply to those new buildings 
3. We can protect areas of land that are important to the community and to the local 
environment 
4. We can state our desires for the sort of facilities we would like introduced alongside 
any new development 
WE WANT YOUR INPUT, VIEWS, COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS. YOUR FEEDBACK 
IS INVALUABLE AND WILL BE USED TO DEVELOP THE PRE SUBMISSION PLAN 
So we invite you to come and see our findings and talk to some of the group to discuss 
your views. We will be at the Village Hall on: 
Thursday 11 February 2016 – 2.30pm – 5pm and 7.30pm – 9pm 
Saturday 13 February 2016 – 10am – 12 noon and 2pm – 4pm 
Please put the dates in your diaries and do come along to one of the sessions. You can 
pop in for 5 minutes, 20 minutes, an hour or longer, it is up to you. The event will be very 
informal and there will be refreshments available! 
Don’t forget for more information, visit www.slaptonparish.org.uk 
 
February 2016  
 
Slapton Parish Neighbourhood Plan consultation events: 
Thursday 11 Feb 2016 (2.30 - 5pm and 7.30 - 9pm); Saturday 13 Feb 2016 
(10am - 12 noon and 2 - 4pm) Village Hall, Slapton 
Visit our website www.slaptonparish.org.uk for more details 
This is your invitation to attend the Slapton Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan 
consultation event. Volunteers from Slapton Parish are working to develop a 
Neighbourhood Plan that will have a major influence on how our Parish develops over 
the next 17 years. It’s an important project which, when successfully adopted, will have 
to be taken into account by AVDC when considering future planning applications. 
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The work on this Plan started in August 2015 and our research and materials are now 
ready for you to review and comment on. 
 
Neighbourhood Plans are endorsed by the Government and allow the Parish more local 
control over future development proposals.  
Some of the relevant issues for Slapton Parish to decide on are:  
• What sites, if any, should we recommend for future development?  
• Should a village boundary be defined to specify the acceptable extent of future 

expansion?  
•     What type of housing does our Parish need – more emphasis on affordable                                
      homes?  
•     How would we feel about our local major businesses expanding their existing       
      footprints? 
Your feedback at these consultation events is essential in determining which policies will 
be proposed in the draft Neighbourhood Plan. All parishioners will have an opportunity to 
vote on the final plan later this year. 
Please bring this page – or the card dropped through your door – with you to the 
consultation event to be entered in a prize draw! 
 
 
March 2016  
 
Slapton Neighbourhood Plan 
The Village Hall was the venue last month for a series of Neighbourhood Plan 
consultation events on February 11 and 13. The well-attended events were an 
opportunity for parishioners to find out about, and comment on, the work of the 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee reported on in previous editions of The 
Villager. 
 
The Steering Group was set up in August last year and has been researching and 
collecting information in the four relevant areas for our Neighbourhood Plan. These are 
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possible locations for any future development; green issues such as new green spaces, 
footpaths and the allotments; design considerations to be factored in to any future 
development, and ideas for future facilities in the Parish and Slapton Village Hall. 
 
‘We were really pleased at the high turnout and that there was a lot of lively debate over 
the two days of consultations’, said Steering Group chairman, Sean Gough. ‘We had 
developed a series of ideas to go into the draft Plan that we needed to test for support or 
opposition. Now that we have that feedback and have incorporated it into our thinking, 
we are in a position to finalise our document. Thank you to everyone who took the time 
to attend the event and offer their feedback, it is really valuable.’ 
 
There was a prize draw open to everyone who attended one of the consultations. The 
lucky winner of a bottle of Champagne and a box of chocolates was Heather Hing.  
For more information and to view research and findings to date, along with the 
opportunity to contact the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, please go to 
www.slaptonparish.org.uk 
 
 
Addit ional information distr ibuted with the Vil lager in March 
2016  
 
Slapton Parish Neighbourhood Plan - progress report 
With the public consultation events in February behind us, now is a good time to look at 
the work that has been carried out by the Steering Group so far. This is the work that 
was presented in the Village Hall over four sessions in February and where parishioners 
had the opportunity to give feedback on that work to the Steering Group. 
 
Over 120 people came along to the consultation sessions, excluding the numerous 
volunteers there over the two days. Don’t worry if you have not given any feedback yet - 
there is still time for you to make comments on our website (www.slaptonparish.org.uk). 
The closing date for these initial comments is Sunday 13th March. 
 
What is Neighbourhood Planning? 
The strong demand nationally for new homes makes it inevitable that villages and towns 
in the country will have to expand. The growth targets now reaching communities in the 
Southeast look for increases in the number of houses over the next 20 years of up to 
25%. Neighbourhood planning, which was introduced by the government in 2011, allows 
communities to decide where they want this housing to be built and what best suits their 
needs in accordance with the local district council and the National Planning Policy 
Framework. Simply put, without a community agreed Neighbourhood Plan new homes 
will be built where developers see opportunities, rather than on sites that the whole 
community agrees that are most appropriate. 
 
Neighbourhood plans can only be adopted after extensive consultation with people living 
and working in the Parish. The Parish and District Councils must also review the plan. 
Then everyone living in the Parish will vote at a referendum whether to adopt the plan. 
 
How a Neighbourhood Plan for Slapton wil l  give the community greater 
control over how the vi l lage develops 
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1. We can influence where we want homes to be built and 
2. The design principles that should apply to those new buildings 
3. We can protect areas of land that are important to the community and to the local 
environment 
4. We can state our desires for the sort of facilities we would like introduced alongside 
any new development 
 
Progress 
Volunteers from Slapton Parish have been working as a Steering Group since August 
2015 to develop a Neighbourhood Plan that will have a major influence on how our 
parish develops over the next 17 years. 
 
Task groups were formed to research four specific areas, using specific, designated 
criteria. 
! Design 
! Facilities 
! Green Issues 
! Site Analysis 
All the information gathered so far, is available for detailed review on our website. This 
information was also presented to the Parish during four sessions in February. 
Parishioners had the opportunity to talk to volunteers and to offer their feedback and 
observation towards the continued progress. 
 
Over 120 people came along to the consultation sessions, excluding the various 
volunteers who were there over the two days. This is is a very good turnout for a 
consultation event in a rural community of our size. 
 
There is a further opportunity for review of the documents and to enter your comments 
which will be available until Sunday 13 March 2016. (www.slaptonparish.org.uk). 
 
What happens next? 
! The Steering Group will continue to collate all the information and questions gathered 
from the consultation sessions and any remaining website input. 
! Any areas where it is clear we need further guidance from the community will be 
clarified via further consultation 
! A Pre submission Plan will be written and then reviewed by the Parish Council 
! The Pre submission Plan will be shared with the community 
! The Final Plan will be drafted and submitted to the Parish Council 
! The Final Plan will be submitted to the Local Planning Authority 
! A community referendum on the Final Plan will take place 
 
TASK GROUP SUMMARIES 
Task Group 1 (Site Analysis) 
This group was asked to identify land where change could be accommodated, assess 
the land for viability and present it to the Parish for feedback. 
 
Members 
Mac Cleland, Maggie Godsland, Sean Gough, Alec Packham 
 
Point 1 - Current situation and options 
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The group first looked at the existing planning situation and noted that: 
! Aylesbury Vale District Council (AVDC) classifies Slapton as a “smaller village”, with 
both Horton and Grove unlisted within its new "settlement hierarchy". 
! According to AVDC this probably means that Slapton village will have a specific 
target for the number of new houses to be built over the period of the Neighbourhood 
Plan (up to 2033). 
! AVDC’s target for Slapton is unlikely to be less than 20. Any development application 
that received consent from AVDC after 1 April 2014 counts towards this target. 
! Only in-fill will be permitted in Horton & Grove. 
At the consultation events we discussed three options arising from this situation: 
1. There are currently over 20 new houses in the planning application process. 
2. The village needs growth beyond the likely AVDC target of 25%. 
3. There is uncertainty in the number of houses likely to be required to be built in 
Slapton village - it would be best to identify and reserve new site(s) for future 
development if that becomes necessary. 
 
Feedback 
! The balance of feedback was in favour of adopting option 3, with only limited support 
for options 1 and 2 (see preceding paragraph for explanation of options). 
! A number of people made the observation that, under option 3, it would be wise to 
introduce a timing criterion into any policy that emerges. This would mean that the 
development of the sites identified is spread over the period of the Neighbourhood 
Plan and not subject to immediate development. 
 
Point 2 - Review of potential development sites 
Using an aerial map of all land in and around the village and a set of sustainability 
criteria based on other Neighbourhood Development Plans we produced a “traffic light” 
(green, amber, red) hierarchy of possible development sites. The group also took into 
account land already identified by AVDC as part of its most recent call to landowners to 
nominate landholdings for potential development and AVDC’s “saved” policies from its 
most recent strategic plan. In the context of Slapton the latter encourages linear 
development within the village boundary. 
 
Details of the criteria used and a map of the village is available via the website. 
Three sites emerged from this analysis as offering the best alternative for any 
development required to meet housing targets. 
! These were sites 1, 9a and 19a (see green on map), all of which square-off existing 
linear boundaries. Site 9a (which also squares-off the boundary) was later 
designated by Task Groups 2 and 3 as having important views (and therefore 
became the subject of specific feedback we requested at the consultations). 
! Sites 13, 14a and 8a were also green as these are in the planning application 
process with the support of the Parish Council. 
! One other site was considered possible (5a) as it squares-off a linear boundary and 
was coloured amber in the matrix. 
 
Feedback 
! Most feedback at the consultations, where we encouraged visitors to nominate which 
sites they felt most appropriate for development, supported sites 1, 19a and 13. 
! There was also support for site 3a, largely on the basis that this would provide 
additional security for the new Village Hall project. 
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! Feedback on site 9a was mixed, without a clear foundation of support. 
! Site 5a received some support. 
! There were comments that the Travellers’ Site at Willows Park should have been 
incorporated in the review. We have been advised that Travellers’ issues are 
considered a “strategic issue” by AVDC and therefore handled at District level - 
making them outside the remit of a Neighbourhood Plan. We have asked our 
consultant advisor to double-check this opinion with AVDC. 
 
Point 3 - Sett lement boundary 
The Task Group considered the option of a provisional “settlement boundary” for 
inclusion in the draft plan. This boundary in effect, defines the building line of the village 
over the duration of the Neighbourhood Plan. This boundary would need to be in line 
with AVDC’s policy and allow for sufficient expansion. A map of the proposed boundary 
is available on the website. 
 
Feedback 
The concept of a settlement boundary had good support. Unsurprisingly a number of 
people questioned specifics of the boundary, with the issue of where such a 
“development line” should be drawn, with those whose houses who would be affected 
providing considerable debate. This subject will be the subject of further consultation. 
 
Point 4 - Creating resources for new amenit ies 
As part of new developments there is scope to negotiate for land or resources with 
which to create new, improved amenities for the Parish. One clear proposal generated is 
to create car parking for the residents of 40-52 Horton Road, perhaps as part of consent 
for development on site 19a. This will require detailed discussion with the owners. 
 
Feedback 
There was some support, although not conclusive, for the car parking idea described 
above. There were no suggestions for any further ideas for new facilities that could be 
obtained via “planning gain”. 
 
Task Group 2 – Green Issues 
The Green Issues group were tasked with 
! Identifying special landscapes outside the village boundaries that deserve protection 
! Identifying areas that could benefit from “Local Green Space” status 
! Exploring rights of way and other links between settlements 
! Defining allotment proposals 
 
Members 
Mary Norton, Terry Skillings, Mike Matthewson, Jane Savage, Nicky Hubble 
 
Summary of f indings 
The Parish was identified as predominantly rural with fine views out of the village from a 
number of points, usually towards the Chilterns. Views into the village were more limited. 
 
Questions were raised as to whether further new, or expansion of existing, non-
agricultural land use would damage the rural nature of the Parish. 
The following were suggested as worthy of Local Green Space status as being of 
importance to the village and worthy of protection (along the lines of that afforded to 
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Green Belt) 
 
! The Churchyard 
! The Recreation Ground 
! Jubilee Field 
! The new woodland on Horton Road 
! The Slapton Lockside area 
! The two small grass triangles at junction of Horton Rd and Ivinghoe Aston Road 
 
Footpath links between the three settlements of Slapton, Horton and Grove were thought 
to be adequate, although many required maintenance. Safe paved walkways through 
Horton and from Slapton village to the canal were identified as necessary. 
A space for an allotment site had been identified behind the housing in Knyghton Close. 
This would satisfy current demand but conditions were still under discussion. 
 
Feedback 
At the recent informal consultation parishioners raised the following: 
! Support for Local Green Spaces together with additional suggestions of the triangle 
and adjacent grass area by the church 
! Retention of natural species hedgerows 
! Tree preservation orders 
! Extension of footpaths/pavements 
! HGV/horse transporter access and road damage 
! Support/opposition to business expansion 
! Car parking for recreation ground and canal 
! Dog mess 
 
Task Group 3 - Design Group 
Members 
Patience Skillings, Bob Davies, Mel Woof, Cheryl Burridge, Sandra Inwards, Ken 
Inwards 
 
This group had 4 principal tasks: 
1. Describe the essential character of different parts of each village/hamlet in terms of 
building types (size, height, materials, boundaries, plot width, orientation etc). 
! Two reports resulted, ‘Character Assessment’ and ‘Detailed Building Descriptions’. It 
was concluded that Slapton has five areas, which differ in character from each other, 
namely the three approaches, the centre around the Pub and Bury Farm Close. 
! Horton and Grove are characterised less by the buildings than the locations. 
2. Identify candidates for Local Listed Buildings resulting from their local 
historic/architectural character that make it more special, but not special enough to 
warrant proper listing. 
! The picture display report identifies fourteen buildings, which ‘tell the story of Slapton 
over time’, and another has been suggested in the feedback. 
3. Identify any key spaces (public or private) and views through/into/out of the 
village/hamlets and show on a plan. 
! There is some overlap with the ‘Green Issues’ group, but both agree that all views to 
open countryside - enjoyed by 66% of Slaptonians, and the even greater majority of 
residents of Horton and Grove are characteristic. 
! Public views such as to the Chilterns and along the Canal should be protected. 
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4. Consider issues concerning the design of development in the parish, including new 
housing schemes, extensions and refurbishments. 
 
Feedback 
Comments received at the informal consultation events suggest that residents: 
! value and wish to protect and preserve the rural nature of the Parish, including 
protecting views and open skies, and ensuring that housing design is appropriate for 
the setting. 
! recognise the characteristic linear development 
! are aware of the implications of low density/high density housing 
! are aware of the impact of development on traffic and highways, and would resist 
over-development of one end of the village 
! understand why it may be important to identify heritage assets, (Community 
Landmarks) however, 
! this particular aspect will need further consideration before it is agreed to promote a 
‘Local Listing’ Policy. 
 
 
 
Task Group 4 - Faci l i t ies 
The task 
1. Identify all buildings and associated land of community benefit, describe their value to 
the community 
2. Discuss the new Village Hall proposal and what it might incorporate in terms of uses 
and need for car parking etc. 
3. Discuss the need for more affordable/local housing 
 
The team 
Gary Cannell, Madeline Carman, Virginia Phipps, Jayne Tardieu 
Point 1 - Businesses 
Not many are aware of how much business is registered in the Slapton Parish. The 
existing 
village businesses provide some much needed employment on the doorstep, they 
include: 
two pubs, the Grove Lock Marina, Bury Farm Equestrian Centre and associated 
businesses, 
Whaddon Farm and associated businesses, Horton Kennel, Beacon View Tractor, Hill 
Farm Wigwams and the farms generally. 
 
Feedback 
! There is support for increasing any of these businesses but it must be balanced 
against community impact, particularly the impact of traffic. Poor visibility and 
pedestrian facilities were mentioned many times. Regrettably, these two aspects 
cannot be addressed within a neighbourhood plan as it falls under Bucks CC 
Highways Department, but we have been told that they view every planning 
application to assess impact. 
! Mention was made of development on Bridego Bridge (robbers bridge) but this is 
outside of Slapton Parish. 
! Some Villagers commented on the settlement at Willow Farm. Travelling 
communities are managed at a district council level and their structure, location and 
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development are not part of the mandate of a Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Point 2 – Faci l i t ies and New Vil lage Hall  
Most of Slapton Parish community facilities are centred on the Village Hall. Additionally 
though, community and public events are hosted by our Pubs and the Equestrian 
Centre. 
 
Feedback 
! Most feedback centred on the Village Hall and the opportunities afforded by its 
redevelopment. 
! Suggestions included a small outdoor play area, a coffee shop and hub, community 
bookshelves, modern facilities and parking. Some were keen to share their view that 
the Hall should be for the benefit of the Parish and not another business venture, all 
recognised that it would need to be self-supporting. 
! Additionally villagers would welcome a village shop and a local taxi service. 
 
Point 3 - Housing 
Feedback 
! There is general support for more housing in Slapton. Visitors recognised the need 
housing suitable for young families and older residents. They liked the concept of 
affordable housing but did not want it to result in high-density, squashed together 
units. New housing should fit in with the open family feel of the existing settlement. 
! Visitors were invited to consider whether the balance of affordable housing should be 
set to a balance, which existed in 1990, however there was no key support for a 
reinstatement of this balance 
! An extension of the Knyghton Close housing was discussed, as this would both 
address some of the housing need and provide security to the proposed new village 
hall site. 
 
More information is available via the Slapton Parish Neighbourhood Plan website: 
www.slaptonparish.org.uk 
 
Apri l  2016  
 
Slapton Parish Neighbourhood Plan Update: 
We hope that the community have had time to read the feedback report following the 
informal consultations that we held in February. You will have received this with the last 
issue of The Villager and it is also available on our website www.slaptonparish.org.uk on 
the ‘Consultations’ page.  
 
Once again, thank you to everyone who attended and commented! Some of the 
questions and concerns raised do fall outside the remit of the Neighbourhood 
Development Plan, but we will ensure that this information is collated and passed to the 
Parish Council. 
 
The feedback from the events, and via the website, has not only given us valuable 
information that will contribute to the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) but also 
raised questions we need to ask you. The NDP requires a lot of community involvement 
and we are very keen to ensure that everyone in the Parish has a voice in the 
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development of the plan and its policies. To this end, we will be distributing a household 
survey at the start of April to allow you to have your say. The survey will be hand 
delivered and collected by the Steering Group volunteers and we would very much 
appreciate you taking the time to complete it. 
 
The feedback will be added to the comments and feedback from the consultations held 
to date. All this information will contribute to the NDP and the policies it will include; from 
Spatial Plans and Housing Site Allocations through to Local Green Spaces and from 
Design through to Key Views and Landmarks and more. Full details will be available 
shortly, via the website but in the meanwhile do take a look at the research to date on 
the website www.slaptonparish.org.uk  and watch out for the survey through your 
letterbox!  
 
May 2016  
 
Slapton Parish Neighbourhood Plan Feedback 
 
Steady work is going on in producing the survey, which will soon be arriving at your 
homes. This information, together with all your feedback, which we collected during the 
February consultation events, will help us to prepare policies for the Plan. To refresh 
your memories, the categories, in no particular order, on which we are suggesting 
policies are: 
  
Housing Site Allocation 
• Community Facilities 
• Slapton Village Hall 
• Local Green Spaces 
• Design 
• Key Views and Landmarks 
• Employment Sites 
• Allotments 
• Settlement Boundary 
• Traveller Sites 
 
Traveller Sites is a late entry for our policy list. It has only recently been confirmed that 
this is a matter that can be examined at a local level. The team have been busy 
collecting facts regarding our only legal site, which is located at Willows Farm on the 
main B488, as well as trying to understand how a future policy might take shape. A full 
report will be published on our website shortly. 
 
We have also collated all the comments made during the consultation events, which did 
not fall within the remit of the Neighbourhood Plan, such as pavements to the extremities 
of the village, traffic flow, dog mess and a number of other points made. The report has 
been passed to the Parish Council for consideration and action, if appropriate.  
As always, full details and reports are available to view on our website 
www.slaptonparish.org.uk. We welcome any comments you wish to make. 
 
 
June 2016 
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Update from the Slapton Parish Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group 
 
Household Survey 
The household survey for the Slapton Parish Neighbourhood Plan should have been 
delivered to you by the time that you read this! Please take the time to complete the 
survey as it forms part of an ongoing process that affords the community a further 
opportunity to help shape the final policies that we, in the Parish, will be voting on. 
A volunteer will be collecting the survey(s) personally from you before 19 June.  
After that the results will be collated and we will publish the findings in The Villager over 
the summer. 
 
What is the Steering Group? 
Back in July 2015 the Parish Council took the decision to make a Neighbourhood Plan 
for our Parish, and circulated a leaflet on the Slapton Parish Neighbourhood Plan, what it 
was, what it involved and asking the community to get involved. The first step was to set 
up a Steering Group made up of members of the community and Parish Councillors. In 
August 2015 an inaugural meeting was held and chaired by two of our Parish 
Councillors, with 25 members of the community attending. As a result a Chairman, 
Secretary, Finance Coordinator and Communications Coordinator were appointed and 
21 other volunteers appointed to the Steering Group.  
The amount of work involved in the whole process has been far more than anyone 
expected; Task Groups were set up researching and drawing up reports, meetings with 
advisors and consultants, organising informal consultation events, feeding back to the 
Parish Council, keeping the community informed of progress, Task Group meetings and 
Steering Group meetings etc. We now are a slightly smaller group with 17 volunteers but 
the hard work continues! The Steering Group was appointed by the Parish Council to 
represent the community and their views, we continue to work to this remit and 
endeavour to provide well-researched objective information to help the Parish make the 
choice about the future of their community with regards to development within it. 
 
Affordable Housing 
A number of parishioners have enquired about what ‘affordable housing’ means, so we 
hope that the summary below helps to clarify the wording: 
There are many ways in which affordable housing can be delivered. There are different 
types of affordable housing offering different opportunities to the Parish and to 
individuals. The different types of housing are: 
• Social Housing: Owned by the local authority. Available countrywide to rent to anyone 
on a national list.  
• Affordable Rental: May be owned by the local authority or a private registered provider. 
Available countrywide on national lists. 
• Shared Ownership Schemes: Provided by Private Registered Providers. Allows tenants 
to purchase a portion of the property enabling them to get onto the housing ladder. 
Available to anyone who applies. 
• Rural Exception Schemes: Provided by private companies for rental or shared 
ownership according to strict local guidelines only. Available to existing residents, their 
children, or those with a strong local connection, local workers, etc. These properties 
can never be sold on the open market and remain available to the Parish in perpetuity.  
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And finally…. 
More information on the Neighbourhood Plan and the process and research can be 
found on our website: www.slaptonparish.org 
Don’t forget to complete your household surveys, your time and feedback is invaluable. Thank 
you. 
 
July 2016 
  
Slapton Neighbourhood Neighbourhood Development Plan  
Update from the Steering Group 
Household Survey 
 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete the Slapton Parish Household 
Survey – the Steering Group represents the views of the community so your feedback 
will prove invaluable in forming the Draft Plan. 
 
Our volunteers will have called to collect the survey from each house on up to three 
occasions and we are delighted to report that nearly all the surveys were returned. But if 
you were unable to complete it and would still like to, please drop the completed survey 
back to 5 Bury Farm Close as soon as possible so we can ensure your opinions are 
included. 
We are now busy collating all the responses and will publish the survey results in 
August. 
 
Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan – VALP  
 
At the beginning of June, Aylesbury Vale District Council (AVDC) published its draft Vale 
of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP) for consultation. AVDC has identified that 31,000 new 
homes will have to be delivered over the period 2013-2033 in the district. Within the 
VALP, Slapton is identified as a ‘smaller village’ and, along with the 44 other smaller 
villages, will need to provide 447 new homes of the total 31,000 needed.  
 
The Slapton Parish Neighbourhood Plan dovetails into the VALP and will meet (or  
exceed - depending on your feedback in the survey) the target housing identified within 
it.  Any village not within AVDC’s ‘settlement hierarchy’, and this includes Horton and 
Grove, are considered unsustainable locations for development and receive zero 
targets.  
 
You can see the new VALP at: 
http://democracy.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/documents/s4422/MASTER%20Draft%20VAL
P%202016.pdf  
The section on ‘smaller villages’, including Slapton starts on page 91. AVDC is keen to 
hear your feedback – their consultation starts on 7 July. 
 
Website 
Just a reminder that our website is constantly updated with information relating to the 
Slapton Parish Neighbourhood Plan – please take a look at www.slaptonparish.org.uk 
 
 



 16 of 25  

August 2016  
 
Slapton Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Update from the Steering Group 
Household Survey 
The Steering Group are absolutely delighted with the response from the community – 
203 properties in the Parish returned their survey(s) an impressive 78% response – 
Thank you! 
The data collected from the surveys will be published on the Neighbourhood Plan 
website (www.slaptonparish.org.uk) at the start of August. 
Thank you to everyone who also took the time to feedback their comments – those 
relevant to the Neighbourhood Plan are being considered and those that fall outside that 
remit will be passed to the Parish Council. 
 
Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan – VALP 
Just a reminder that the Slapton Neighbourhood Development Plan will become part of 
the VALP. 
Public consultation on the VALP began on 7 July and will continue until 5 September. 
Residents and any other interested parties can comment on any aspect of the VALP, 
such as locations identified for new homes and jobs. Drop-in sessions will run during the 
consultation period. Sessions in August are: 
Thursday 4 August 11am – 8pm   Wendover – St Anne’s Hall 
Friday 5 August 10am – 5pm       Aylesbury – Friars Square Shopping Centre 
Monday 8 August 4pm – 8pm       Whaddon– Jubilee Hall 
Wednesday 10 August 11am – 8pm Winslow – Public Hall Elmfields Gate  
Thursday 1 Sept 8.30am – 4.30pm  Weedon – Bucks County Show Ground 
 
The VALP Draft Plan for consultation is available at: 
http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/page_downloads/Draft%20VALP%
20July%202016.pdf 
 
 
September 2016  
 
Update from Slapton Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Steering Group 
 
Results of the household survey 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete the household survey in June – 
we had an exceptionally high response rate with 307 surveys being returned from 189 
out of a possible 243 households.  
The results have now been calculated and published and you can read the responses to 
all the questions on the ‘Consultations and Survey’ page of our website 
www.slaptonparish.org.uk We were particularly pleased to see that, for nearly all of the 
questions, there was a clear expression of opinion from the parish, with large majorities 
either in favour or against specific choices. These clearly expressed preferences will 
enable the Steering Group to move on to the next phase of the Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (NDP) process, which is to produce the first draft plan.  
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Hard copies of the results have been posted on the village noticeboards, along with 
some being sent to a number of village clubs to share with their members. If you are 
unable to access our website to view the results or you require a hard copy please 
contact Nicky on [tel no redacted ]. Our Chairman, Sean Gough, will also be presenting 
the results to the Parish Council at their meeting in September. 
 
This draft plan, when written, will then go through various checking procedures to ensure 
it meets the criteria laid down in the Government’s legislation. Only after that process is 
complete will the plan be put to a referendum of all parishioners for a final decision on 
whether to go ahead with the plan.  
 
If we reach that stage, and if the plan is supported at the referendum, its policies will 
then be adopted as part of the new Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP), which is 
expected to be implemented by our district council, Aylesbury Vale District Council, in 
2017.  
 
We also invited general comments on the last page of the survey – thank you to 
everyone who took the time to comment and ask questions. All comments have been 
considered and questions have been collated into two groups – matters on which the 
Steering Group will comment on the website shortly and matters which rightly belong 
with the Parish Council and will be passed to it.  
 
Our website is constantly updated with information and recently, along with the survey 
results, an FAQ document and updates on the VALP have been added. More additions 
will be made this month. Please do take a look www.slaptonparish.org 
 
 
October 2016 – No update 
 
November 2016 
 
Slapton Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Update: Following 14 months of research, consultations, meetings and surveys we are 
delighted to report that the Steering Group is now in a position to proceed with the next 
step of the process. The policies have been agreed on and a draft Neighbourhood Plan 
for the Parish of Slapton drawn up by the planning consultant appointed by the Parish 
Council, Neil Homer from RCOH.  
We hope to present this to the Parish Council at its November meeting (subject to 
agenda items) to ratify, before it is voted on by the Parish of Slapton. Watch this space 
for details and dates of the Neighbourhood Plan referendum. 
 
December 2016 
 
Slapton Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Following on from the information published in the November Villager we would like to 
update the community as to where we are with the Draft Pre Submission Plan.  
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Unfortunately, we were not able to present the plan at the November Parish Council 
meeting, due to a small delay. So it will now be presented at the next PC meeting for 
consideration on 14 December. If ratified, there will then be another period of 
consultation with the community before the plan is voted on by the Parish of Slapton. 
 
January 2017 
 
Slapton Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
The Pre Submission Draft Plan was presented to the Parish Council at their December 
meeting and provoked much discussion  and debate among the Councillors.  
 
As the plan is so important to the Parish for the next 17 years, it was agreed that discus-
sions would continue at the January meeting. An update will be provided in the next 
edition of The Villager. Please do visit the Slapton Parish Neighbourhood Plan 
Development website - http://www.slaptonparish.org.uk/ 
 
 
 
 
February 2017 
Update on Slapton Neighbourhood Plan 
Parish Council gives go-ahead for plan  
Plan published on website and seven-week consultation now open 
Public consultation events at Village Hall on 17 and 18 February 
 
The draft “pre-submission” Neighbourhood Plan was discussed and endorsed by the 
Parish Council at its January meeting and has now been published on the Slapton 
Neighbourhood Plan website (www.slaptonparish.org.uk).  
 
This decision by the Parish Council opens the door to a period of consultation during 
which you have the opportunity to review the plan, ask questions and make comments 
or objections. This consultation will include online access to the documents and public 
consultation events in the Village Hall.  
 
There are still several steps to go through before the plan can come in to force. The con-
sultation will be with parishioners, people who work in the parish and a range of 
individuals and official and unofficial bodies with an interest in the parish. This 
consultation period, which ensures the proposals meet all the requirements of the 
relevant legislation, must last a minimum of six weeks. We have allowed a longer seven 
week period for the Slapton plan.  
 
After that the plan, revised if necessary based on the feedback received in the 
consultation period, goes to our planning authority (Aylesbury Vale District Council) for 
further checking. Then it goes to an independent examiner for a final check and, if all is 
well at that point, those eligible to vote in the parish will decide whether to accept or 
reject the plan in a referendum.  
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You have until 5pm on Monday 13 March to register your views and comments about 
the draft plan which you can do in a variety of ways: 
• By post or email to the Parish Clerk (details on how to do this are in section 1 of the 

plan) 
• On the Slapton Neighbourhood Plan website (www.slaptonparish.org)  
•     At public consultations on Friday 17 (pm) and Saturday 18 (am) February (full details     
      will be publicised in the Parish and on the website).  
•     Should you not have access to the website and require a hard copy of the draft plan  
      and feedback form please contact Nicky Hubble on 888566.  
 
A Neighbourhood Development Plan is an important document and this is an exciting 
opportunity for parishioners to exercise control over how the parish develops in the 
future. Please do take the opportunity to have your say on the plan, as it will have a 
significant influence on planning decisions through to 2033. 
 
 
March 2017 
 
Slapton Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Public consultations 
Thank you to everyone who attended the Public Consultation Events on 17 and 18 February. 
We were delighted with the attendance and pleased with the response and feedback to the 
Pre Submission Plan and its seven policies. 
 
If you were unable to attend the events, please do take the time to look at the Pre 
Submission Plan on our website and complete the feedback form. (Copies of the Plan are 
also available in local libraries – Leighton Buzzard, Wing, Ivinghoe and Aylesbury.)  
You have until 5.00pm on Monday 13 March to register your views and comments about the 
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draft Plan which you can do in a variety of ways: 
 By post or email to the Parish Clerk using the form available on the website (details 
on how to do this are in section 1 of the plan). 
 On the Slapton Neighbourhood Plan website (www.slaptonparish.org) using the 
online form. 
 Should you not have access to the website and require a hard copy of the draft plan 
and feedback form please contact Nicky Hubble on 888566 or drop in to the session on 3 
March at the Village Hall (see below). 
 
A Neighbourhood Development Plan is an important document and this is an exciting 
opportunity for parishioners to exercise control over how the parish develops in the future, so 
do have your say on the plan, as it will have a significant influence on planning decisions 
through to 2033. 
 
Additional session 
We are running an additional session where members of the Steering Group will be 
available in the Village Hall on Friday 3 March from 3.30pm–5.30pm to collect hard copies of 
the feedback form and to answer questions, should you have any following the consultation 
events or having read the plan.  
 
What happens next? 
• Complete a feedback form by the deadline of 13 March. We want as much feedback as 

possible from residents in the parish. 
• All statutory consultees, including AVDC, the Environment Agency, English Heritage, 

Natural England, the Highways Agency etc, have been asked to comment. 
• Neighbouring Parish Councils and Slapton landowners have also been asked to 

comment, along with local business employees who are not resident within the 
community. 

• The comments and feedback will be collated after 13 March 2017. 
• Consideration will then be given as to whether the comments and feedback change the 

plan. 
• The feedback and recommendations will be presented to the Parish Council at their 

meeting in April 2017**. 
• The Plan will then be submitted to AVDC with a consultation statement. 
• AVDC legal bodies will examine the documents. 
• The plan and supporting evidence will then be sent to an external examiner to be 

checked. 
• It may be that the external examiner recommends changes to AVDC. 
• A period of further consultation with the community will follow. 
• There will be a referendum for all parishioners on the electoral role to vote on the plan 

and whether or not they wish to adopt. 
• Assuming a majority vote is achieved agreeing the Plan then AVDC will adopt it as part 

of their Local Plan. 
• **If material change is needed to the plan following the consultation period, then time will 

be allocated to allow this to happen, which may extend the timeline. 
 
 
Apri l  2017 
 
Slapton Neighbourhood Plan 
Thank you to everyone who attended the public consultation events in February. The 
Steering Group were delighted with the number of people who came along, completed 
the feedback form and also offered comments. 
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Thank you also to members of the community who took the time to complete a feedback 
form and then return it to us, via email, by post, by hand and via the website. The 
Steering Group will be meeting ahead of the next Parish Council meeting to look at 
the collated feedback, along with that from the stat utory consultees such as AVDC, the 
Environment Agency, English Heritage, Natural England and the Highways Agency. 
 
Consideration will be given as to whether the comments and feedback change the Plan, 
then the feedback and recommendations will be presented to the Parish Council at their 
meeting in April 2017. (If material change is needed to the Plan following the  
consultation period then time will be allocated to allow this to happen, which may extend 
the timeline.) 
 
What happens next? 
• The Plan will then be submitted to AVDC with a consultation statement; 
• AVDC legal bodies will examine the documents; 
• The Plan and supporting evidence will then be sent to an external examiner to be 
checked; 
• It may be that the external examiner recommends changes to AVDC; 
• A period of further consultation with the community will follow; 
• There will be a referendum for all Parishioners on the electoral role to vote on the Plan 
and whether they wish to adopt it or not; 
• Assuming a majority vote is achieved agreeing the Plan, then AVDC will adopt it as 
part of the Local Plan. 
For more information, go to: www.slaptonparish.org.uk/ 
 
May 2017 
 
Slapton Neighbourhood Plan  
	
At the Parish Council meeting on Friday 21 April,Councillor Woof presented the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan feedback and submission document. The comments 
and suggestions from the public received as part of the consultations included an idea 
for an alternative site for the new Village Hall and accompanying housing development. 
The PC determined that, notwithstanding the hard work and in-depth research that the 
Steering Group had undertaken, a further investigation into this idea should start 
immediately.  
 
The result of this decision is as follows: A sub-committee comprising three Councillors, 
namely Woof, Cleland and Wakefield, together with two steering group members, will be 
formed. They will meet and interview the proposers of the alternative 
site, the PCC and AVDC. Following these interviews, they will present the results at the 
next Parish Council meeting. If the idea has merit, then a new parish survey will take 
place, which may result in a revised pre-submission plan, which will again be 
presented for public and statutory consultation.  
 
The effect of this decision will result in a delay of the submission of the plan and 
additional costs. However, it was felt important that the idea should be properly 
investigated and the results reported.  
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Both the Steering Group and the Parish Council would like to thank the parishioners for 
all their support and participation thus far and encourage them to bear with us a little 
longer as we investigate this new opportunity and its potential impact for theParish and 
our Plan. 
 
June 2017  
 
Slapton Neighbourhood Plan 
 
At the Parish Council meeting of 21 April, councilors considered responses gathered 
during the Neighbourhood Development Plan consultation. These included an alternative 
site for a new Village Hall with accompanying housing adjacent to the 
Recreation Ground in Slapton village. It was felt that this suggestion warranted further 
investigation and a committee of three councillors and four steering group members 
were tasked to explore this. 
 
Initial feedback on their efforts was presented to the parish council again on 10 May: 
• The Parochial Church Council, which owns the existing village hall site, confirmed its 
continuing support for a new village hall. 
• AVDC’s preference for the planned site next to the Church and its hesitation about the 
proposed site next to the recreation ground was noted. 
• Conversation has started with the proposer and agent of the site adjacent to the 
recreation park to explore their ideas. 
 
The Parish Council confirmed its support for further investigation, so the committee will 
continue to flesh out what this alternative proposal might look like and its implications for 
the village. Their findings will be presented to the next PC meeting on 14 June. 
 
We very much appreciate the patience of the community: our aim is to ensure that the 
Neighbourhood Plan reflects the views of the majority of our parish. 
 
July 2017   - No update 
 
August 2017  
 
Neighbourhood Plan Update 
 
Following the successful public consultation of the pre-submission draft neighbourhood 
plan, Slapton Parish Council appointed a sub-committee to assess specific feedback 
from the public, including a suggestion for an alternative village hall site. The sub-
committee was made up of three Councillors - Cllr Woof, Cllr Cleland and Cllr Wakefield 
– together with supporting members drawn from the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group. Information was collated by the sub-committee and during this process another 
suggestion was also put forward by Reverend Manning on behalf of the 
Church. The findings were presented to the Parish Council and, at the recent 
Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 10 July 2017 (information can be 
found on the Neighbourhood Plan website), it was agreed by the Parish Council that the 
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Steering Group should arrange a new public consultation process leading to the drafting 
of a new pre-submission plan. Since then the Steering Group has met to update its 
scope of work and assign tasks. The group will be meeting again after the summer 
break to start the next steps of the public consultation process. Watch this space! 
 
Request 1 
If any parishioners are aware of any other plans that may impact a new pre-submission 
plan, either now or in the future, please do let us know via the ‘contact us’ page of the 
Neighbourhood Plan website. 
 
Just a reminder that our policies in the existing pre-submission plan are: 
• Slapton Settlement Boundary 
• Housing Site Reservation 
• Village Hall 
• Garden Plots 
• Employment Sites 
• Local Green Spaces 
• Design 
 
The full existing pre-submission plan can be found on our website or here. Until a 
Neighbourhood Plan is in place - a process which will involve a new informal 
consultation with you all, a new draft of the pre-submission plan, a new formal 
consultation, then examination by AVDC and an independent inspector and finally a 
referendum we have little say in the development of new homes and businesses within 
our parish. 
 
Until the Neighbourhood Plan is in place, the parish has no protection against any 
unwanted planning applications being made, which will then be judged, not against our 
plan, but the National Framework which, by law, presumes in favour of ‘sustainable 
development’. 
 
Request 2 
The Steering Group currently consists of 13 members. Our objective is to represent the 
views of the villagers and to this end we would love to recruit some new members to join 
us. The more the merrier! Training will be provided. 
 
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 5 September at 7.30pm in the Village Hall and you 
would be made very welcome. If you have any questions, or just want to chat with 
someone, please do not hesitate to contact us, again using the link on the website. 
www.slaptonparish.org.uk 
 
September  2017 
 
Neighbourhood Plan Update 
 
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 5 September at 7.30pm in the Village Hall and we 
would welcome new members to the Steering Group. If you have any questions, or just 
want to chat with someone, please do not hesitate to contact us using the link 
on the website. 
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We have updated our scope of work and tasks have been worked on over the summer, 
so we will be starting the next steps of the public consultation process and the meeting 
will focus on this. 
 
Training 
Neil Homer from rCOH will be giving a presentation and providing training as a 
‘refresher’ for the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group on 21 September 2017 at 7.30pm 
at the Village Hall. The session is open to any other members of the community who 
would like to find out more about neighbourhood planning. Please do feel free to 
come along. 
 
Reminder 
If any parishioners are aware of any other plans that may impact a new Pre-Submission 
Plan, either now or in the future, please do let us know via the ‘contact us’ page of the 
Neighbourhood Plan website. 
 
Our policies in the existing Pre-Submission plan are: 
• Slapton Settlement Boundary 
• Housing Site Reservation 
• Village Hall 
• Garden Plots 
• Employment Sites 
• Local Green Spaces 
• Design 
 
The full existing Pre-Submission plan can be found on our website: 
www.slaptonparish.org.uk 
 
Until a Neighbourhood Plan is in place – a process which will involve a new informal 
consultation with you all, a new draft of the Pre-Submission Plan, a new formal 
consultation then examination by AVDC and an independent Inspector and finally a 
Referendum – we have little say in how the development of new homes and businesses 
takes place within our parish In other words, until the Neighbourhood Plan is in place, 
the Parish has no protection against any unwanted planning applications being made, 
which will then be judged, not against our plan, but against the National Framework 
which, by law, presumes in favour of sustainable development. 
 
October 2017 
 
Neighbourhood Plan Update 
Our September training session was a great opportunity for the Steering Group to 
refresh themselves on the processes of developing a Neighbourhood Plan. It was also 
an opportunity to welcome two new members to the group, Kathy Leach and Steve 
Golder, who will bring fresh eyes and a new perspective to the work of the group. It was 
a pleasure to see Brian Williams on the night who came along to meet Neil Homer and 
gain an insight into the workings of the Steering Group. 
 
The presenter - Neil Homer, the Steering Group’s consultant for over two years who has 
provided guidance throughout the process - explained why it was important for Slapton 
to have a Plan. He explained how it would integrate with Aylesbury Vale’s new Local 
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Plan to ensure future housing and business development within the Parish was framed 
by a set of policies that reflected both the parishioners’ wishes and sustainability. 
 
The Steering Group are currently resolving issues that arose from the pre-submission 
plan public consultation and will have further news to announce following October’s 
Parish Council meeting. 
 
The work that the Steering Group undertake is strictly governed. The Terms of 
Reference under which it operates were reviewed over the summer period, and it was 
found that no material amendments were required. The document, with a statement for 
clarification, was presented to the Parish Council and unanimously re-affirmed. 
 
The Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP) has gone to formal scrutiny and will go to 
Cabinet on October 10 2017. Should you wish to know more, full details can be found on 
the AVDC website https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/vale-aylesbury-local-
plan-valp 
 
November 2017 
 
Neighbourhood Plan Update 
At the October Parish Council meeting it was agreed that the Steering Group would review the 
wording of Policy SLP3: Village Hall. As a result, a criteria-led policy has been written which will 
form part of the final Slapton Parish Neighbourhood Plan. As mentioned above, responsibility for the 
final New Village Hall policy – where, what and when et cetera - will be passed to a 
committee to be appointed by the Parish Council in the future. 
 
The Steering Group are currently working hard on the final plan. Following this, the plan 
will be made available to Slapton Parish and there will then be a public consultation, 
prior to a referendum. 
Full information is available on the Slapton Parish Neighbourhood Plan website 
https://www.slaptonparish.org.uk/ 
 
The Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP) 
We would also like to make everyone aware that the VALP – within which our 
Neighbourhood Plan will be ultimately be adopted - was approved by AVDC on 
Wednesday 18 October and will be open for public consultation from Thursday 2 
November to Thursday 14 December 2017. Full details at: 
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/valeaylesbury- local-plan-valp 


