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From Jennifer Lampert 

Jennifer Lampert Associates Ltd 

Orchard House 

The Square 

Paxton 

Berwick-upon-Tweed 

TD15 1TE 

 

To Weston Turville Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

 

Assessment of emerging policies from the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan  

Draft for Consultation Summer 2016. 

 

Background 

 

The new Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan is intended to manage and direct growth up to 2033 and the  

number of houses set to be built in that time span is predicted to be about 33,300 new homes  along 

with opportunities for employment and investment in other aspects such as  community facilities. 

This assessment identifies the emerging policies that have might have relevance to the 

circumstances of Weston Turville’s  neighbourhood plan and is provided as background evidence to 

assist the Parish Council in making representations to that consultation.  Responses to the 

consultation document have to be forwarded to Aylesbury Vale District Council (AVDC) by 5th 

September 2016. 

Comments on the emerging policies are made against the background of the following advice: 

The National Planning Policy Framework refers particularly to Plan making and Decision Taking and 

identifies in paragraph 151 that “Local Plans must be prepared with the objective of contributing to 

the achievement of sustainable development” and in paragraph 182 advice is provided for the 

examining of Local Plans and to consider whether such plans are sound. 

To be “sound” a plan should be : 

- Positively prepared 

- Justified 

- Effective 

- Consistent with national policy 
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The total predicted housing figure includes a recognition by AVDC that they have a formal duty 

to cooperate over strategic issues which cross their boundaries and they have to engage 

positively with neighbouring councils and other organisations about issues such as housing 

numbers and employment requirements. 

The evidence upon which this emerging plan is based has referred to: 

- A joint housing needs assessment 

- A joint assessment of employment land requirements 

- A joint review of the green belt 

- A joint report on a best fit housing market area 

- An agreed methodology over the assessment of land availability 

The figure of 33,300 homes includes an allowance of 12,000 homes that is the collective unmet 

need for homes from councils to the south of AVDC.  The AVDC Council have indicated that they 

“ will be robustly challenging the level of unmet need, but that their draft local plan has to be 

based on this requirement as a worse case scenario.” (paragraph 1.13 of VALP) 

The overall strategy of AVDC to meet housing need is to direct sustainable levels of development 

to its existing settlements through the implementation of a settlement hierarchy as well as 

considering other different approaches that could include a new settlement, designate 

Aylesbury as a garden town and releasing sites from the Green Belt.  

There is still a lot of evidence to be gathered by the Council and decisions to be made about the 

intended scale of housing numbers and implications for traffic and drainage/flooding issues and 

these aspects should be kept under review. 

Weston Turville is identified as  a VALP medium Village in the proposed District Key Diagram and 

the implications of this designation will be explored in the following consideration of the draft 

text. 

Vision and objectives:  the AVDC overall vision is “ To secure the economic, social and 

environmental well being of the people and businesses in the area” 

To meet their spatial vision AVDC suggest under item j of paragraph 2.4 that “the rural areas will 

have accommodated proportionate growth focussed at Winslow, Haddenham, Wendover and 

larger sustainable villages.” ( Weston Turville is not designated as a large village so it is expected 

to take much less growth). 

In addition the subtext of paragraph 2.4 j then identifies that the rural areas will remain 

predominantly rural in character , with continuing economic growth , growth to be 

proportionate and to reflect community aspirations in terms of scale, phasing, type and design 

of growth  and further details to come through neighbourhood plans in most cases. 

Within the details of the strategic objectives of VALP under paragraph 2.6 the Council have 

indicated that development will be distributed across Aylesbury Vale and they identify the most 

sustainable locations being at Aylesbury, Buckingham, Haddenham, Winslow and Wendover, but 

they also add “ together with an appropriate level of development at the most sustainable 

settlements in the rural areas and a sustainably located new settlement.” 
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Considering this objective against the details shown in the District Key Diagram Weston Turville 

is therefore not  identified as a settlement that is chosen to take additional sustainable growth. 

Policy S1 Sustainable development includes the premis that there is a presumption in favour of 

development where there are no policies relevant to the application site unless material 

considerations indicate otherwise taking into account whether: 

- Any adverse impacts of granting permission would significantly and demonstrably outweigh 

the benefits, when assessed against the policies in the NPPF taken as a whole or 

- Specific policies in the NPPF indicate that development should be restricted. 

Policy S2 identifies the spatial strategy for growth and describes the proposed sustainable 

locations predominantly for Aylesbury Town via a Aylesbury Garden Town on adjacent parts of 

the surrounding parishes . However as indicated under policy S2 i) the medium villages listed in 

Policy S3 there would be housing growth of 19% at a scale in keeping with the local character 

and setting. The Council state that “ this growth will be encouraged to help meet local housing 

and employment needs and to support the provision of services to the wider area.”   

AVDC consider that because their housing land supply is to be met by large sites they are likely 

to be only able to demonstrate a 3.9 years supply of housing. 

Table 3 shows the proposed settlement hierarchy which shows Weston Turville to be within the 

medium village category with no separate specific amount of housing development. However 

this is because the requirements for Weston Turville of 240 dwellings are added to the Aylesbury 

requirement. 

Clearly the location(s) for this growth and its relationship to the parish and the neighbourhood 

plan itself will need to be explored in more details and representations made not only to the 

VALP consultation process but as part of the consideration of the housing evidence of the 

neighbourhood plan. 

Policy S3 guides the principles for sustainable growth and states that allocations will be made in 

accordance with that policy and policies D1, D2,D3,D4,D5,D6,D7 and D8. 

Policy S5 indicates that when established the Council will use Community Infrastructure Levy 

(CIL) to meet future needs but that until it is established and adopted they will continue to apply 

section 106 agreements to obtain community benefits from development. 

Policy S8 advises that the AVDC will encourage the reuse of previously developed land in 

sustainable locations to make an efficient and effective use of land. 

The emerging plan contains an explanation and policy S9 relating to the delivery of development 

through neighbourhood plans. Paragraphs 3.82 to 3.90 explains the relationship between the 

made and emerging neighbourhood plans and the emerging policies of the VALP and identifies a 

time table for the role of reserve sites. 

The VALP identifies the justification for the delivery of housing sites and in the circumstances of 

Weston Turville the additional housing allocation of 240 dwellings is regarded by AVDC as being 
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provided as an integral growth of Aylesbury.  This might be achieved as part of the envisaged 

new garden town status of Aylesbury. 

Policy D6 relates to development in medium villages and the supportive table identifies a 

housing requirement at Weston Turville of 240 dwellings of which 85 dwellings are already 

commitments, leaving the residual figure of 165 dwellings to be provided as part of Aylesbury’s 

requirement. 

Policy D10 identifies that in local and village centres proposals which provide access to jobs or 

homes and convenient access to everyday shops, services and local community facilities will be 

supported provided the proposal is of an appropriate scale and does not compromise the 

character of the area and of the functionality of the centre. 

Local and village centres will also be encouraged to grow. 

Policy H1 identifies the criteria for affordable housing where residential development of 11 or 

more dwellings gross will be required to provide a minimum of 31% affordable homes on the 

site and subject to specific criteria and subject to an affordable housing supplementary planning 

document. 

Policy H2 provides details of the circumstances when planning permission would be given for 

rural exception sites for affordable housing on land within or adjoining the existing development 

footprint of the village and number and type of housing is established through a housing need 

survey. 

Policy H6 provides details on preferred housing mix market housing, affordable housing and 

specialist housing for older people and specific needs. 

Chapter 6 refers to employment issues and the protection of key employment sites. Table 10 

lists key employment sites which includes “ no 8: Halton Brook Business Park: Aston Clinton and  

no 12 ARLA/Woodlands EZ . Does this site have any implications for Weston Turville?      

Policy E4 supports working from home subject to no adverse affects on amenity. 

Policy E7 is aimed at promoting tourism and leisure and visitor facilities and policy E8 

encourages proposals for hotels and guest houses in rural areas within established settlements 

in the medium tier of the settlement hierarchy. 

Chapter 7 deals with transport and parking issues. Including the development of footpaths and 

cycle routes in policy T2. 

Chapter 8 focusses on the built environment, with policy BE1 advising on heritage assets  and 

BE2 the design of new development and policy BE3 protection of the amenity of residents. 

The policies for the natural environment are identified in chapter 9. Policy NE1 refers to 

protected sites such as SSSi’s and ancient woodlands and policy NE2 biodiversity. Policy NE3 

refers to landscape character and locally important landscape areas. Policy NE4 refers to the 

Chilterns AONB and setting. Policy NE6 deals with Local Green Space to reflect the advice about 

the use of a designation of a “local green space”  to identify locally important land for special 

protection in accordance with the guidance in the NPPF.  
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Policies relating the countryside are identified in chapter 10 and include policies for the 

conversion of rural buildings, policy C1 and equestrian development, policy C2. 

Details of policy for strategic green infrastructure are provided in chapter 10. 

The provision of additional facilities for sports and recreation and community projects are 

detailed in chapter 11.  

Appendix A provides details of potential sites to be allocated with details of sites around 

Aylesbury, and these should be reviewed to ascertain if they have any specific planning 

implications for Weston Turville.  

 

Jennifer Lampert  

10th August 2016.     


