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1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Aylesbury Vale Play Partnership
The Play Strategy has been developed by the Aylesbury Vale Play Partnership with the
support of Play England. The Partnership aims to coordinate the delivery of the Strategy
and to monitor achievements against targets, which are laid out in a 5 year Action Plan
(Appendix 1). The key objectives for the Strategy are:





Promoting Play
Partnership and Participation
Delivering Play
Enabling Play

Terms of Reference for the Partnership have been agreed (see Appendix 2). The
Steering Group for the Partnership includes representatives from:












Aylesbury Vale District Council
Aylesbury Vale Out of School Network
Bucks Community Action
Bucks County Council
Bucks Play Association
Bucks Playing Fields Association
County Play Strategy Group
Early Years Childcare Service
Forestry Commission
Play England (in attendance)
Southcourt and Walton Court Community Project

1.2 Purpose and Scope of the Strategy
The Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy supports the 2006 Buckinghamshire Play and
Recreation Policy for Children and Young People. The Policy covers actions for
children and young people 0-19 years. Extracts from the Buckinghamshire Policy are
included with this Strategy as they underpin the work in Aylesbury Vale. The Policy states
that:
‘children and young people have the right to equal opportunity for access to safe and
stimulating play through a range of structured and informal opportunities, developed
through participation.’
The purpose of the Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy is to identify how the objectives identified
in the Buckinghamshire Policy can be translated into local action to improve opportunities
for play for all children across the District. The Strategy seeks to set a direction for the
provision of supervised and unsupervised play opportunities over the next five years, by
recognising the role it can play within a mixed economy of providers, whilst strengthening
key areas of influence.
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1.3 Content of the Play Strategy
The Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy sets out the case for why play is important for children
and young people and summarises the consultation which has been carried out to
establish play needs and wishes. An assessment of current supervised and unsupervised
play provision is included contextualised by local standards. The final elements of the
Strategy are the 5 year Action Plan which includes targets and delivery agencies, and the
Evaluation Plan which explains how progress against the Action Plan will be measured.
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2 THE CASE FOR PLAY
2.1

Value and significance of play

The Bucks Play and Recreation Policy sets out the value and significance of play.
‘Play should encompass a wide range of opportunities, planned and unplanned, that
allows freedom to explore and learn through trial, error, and risk taking.
Play is a fundamental right. It is a process and is freely chosen. It is the means by which
children and young people explore their world, their roles and their relationships. It can be
cooperative, competitive, or solitary, destructive or creative. It can be escapist,
imaginative, therapeutic, adventurous, quiet, messy, challenging, structured, or
spontaneous. Play empowers children, affirms and supports their right to make choices
and discover their own solutions. It encourages healthy emotional and physical
development.’
The role of play in society has changed significantly in recent years as a result of the
increasing flexibility in work roles, changes in work patterns and fear of crime. This has led
to an increase in child care and the diminution of family organised play and its intrinsic
benefits. The provision of facilities for unsupervised play remains as important; its
provision being accessible to all and free of charge.

2.2

Contribution of play to wider agendas

Research at national and local level has demonstrated that play can contribute to
children’s development including learning, social skills, and healthy lifestyles.
‘It is a natural instinct that needs to be nurtured. Play has both educational and social
benefits in that, through it, children learn about complex relationships and more importantly
about themselves. It also provides a basis of conceptual understanding that allows them to
succeed in formal education. However, play is also important for its own sake; it shouldn’t
have to have a reason or an end. Play includes, but is more than, recreation. It is not an
additional part of a child’s life – it is a child’s life.’ (Bucks Play and Recreation Policy
2006)
‘Children and young people can play with their identity and explore their senses; they can
experiment with the natural world and natural elements; experience of rough and tumble
and interaction with others through play encourages good physical, emotional, mental, and
social development as well as a sense of well-being and general good health. It involves
choice, challenge, and risk which combine to produce a unique learning experience. Play
can help develop a child’s social skills, help with emotional healing, and enable them to
develop respect for other people. Children who have had access to quality play are
recognised as having high physical and mental literacy.’ (Recreation April 2005)
‘Nature, adventure, challenge, and even a little danger are part of the essence of
woodland sites and make them ideal places for children to play. Free play is a valuable
developmental and learning process for children of all ages. Evidence is growing that
limiting children’s outdoor play experience is likely to damage their physical, mental, and
emotional development, and to leave them less likely to be concerned about the
environment.’ (Forestry Commission 2006)
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Involving children and young people in developing play spaces and play schemes can
greatly increase community cohesion.
‘Involving children and young people in the policy making process promotes more mature
and responsible behaviour; which can enhance their contribution on other neighbourhood
wide issues’ (Getting Serious About Play, DCMS, 2004).
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3 STRATEGIC CONTEXT
3.1 National Context
The national framework includes a number of moves by government to address children’s
issues. A new policy framework document ‘Change for Children’ requires local
authorities to have arrangements in place for Children’s Trusts by 2008, with every local
authority required to develop and implement a Children and Young People’s Plan. The
Plan for Aylesbury Vale was published in 2007.
As well as having Children’s Trusts in place, developing and implementing the Children
and Young People’s Plan, the new policy framework document Change for Children aims
for all schools to offer child care from 8am – 6pm by 2010.
The national number of out of school clubs has grown from 500 in 1994 to a current
number of 10,000 according to 4Children (formerly Kids Club Network). At a local level
the Early Years and Childcare Service for Buckinghamshire County Council has set a
target of 50% access by 2008 and 100% by 2010 for those who need it.
Contribution to the planning and development of schemes by the community as a whole
improves sustainability and supports the Children Bill (2004) which states that local
authorities and trusts should identify needs, aspirations, and agree priorities for children
and young people locally and that children, young people, their families, and communities
should have a say in the outcome goals. The Bill is also responsible for the Every Child
Matters outcomes that are to be shared across services and embedded in local, regional,
and national strategies.
Although supervised play services are not a statutory service, the national inspection
agency Ofsted has statutory minimum standards that have to be met which are imposed
by legislation.
According to the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence, local authorities
should provide safe play spaces to encourage children and young people to take part in
activities and play games, to reduce obesity in children and young people and to help
parents and carers to provide a healthier and more active lifestyle.

3.2 Regional Context
The Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy supports the aims of the Buckinghamshire Children
and Young People’s Strategic Partnership.
‘We want all our children and young people to have the best start in life and to be able to
lead safe, healthy and fulfilling lives, and to be able to make a positive contribution to their
communities and to society.‘
The Buckinghamshire Play and Recreation Policy was produced in 2006 and aims to
set the framework and principles for play across Buckinghamshire. The policy is intended
for any organisation that is involved in the planning, management, or delivery of services
that provide for children and young people.

5

‘Our vision for Buckinghamshire is to enable children and young people to participate in
the planning of play facilities and services, in accordance with the United Nations (UN)
Convention On The Rights of The Child. Play is an activity in its own right and
Buckinghamshire recognises the importance of play development.’
The Buckinghamshire Children and Young People’s Plan 2007 has been developed by
the Children and Young People’s Trust to prioritise improvements to service and
encourages active lifestyles, providing children and young people access to a broad range
of services to meet their cultural and sporting needs.
The views of children, young people, parents, and carers have made an essential
contribution to the development of this Plan and have influenced its Local Priorities for
Improvement and the response to the Every Child Matters national targets.
As a result of the consultation the Buckinghamshire Children and Young People’s Plan has
4 key values:


Tackling underachievement – raising children and young people’s attainment in
and out of school



Prevention – services that prevent children and young people from requiring high
levels of intervention. In other words preventing problems from arising, and staying
safe



Active Lifestyles – providing children and young people with access to a broad
range of services to meet their cultural and sporting needs



Participation by children and young people – enabling them to have an active and
real involvement in decision making

The Local Area Agreement in Buckinghamshire aims to ‘reduce inequalities and promote
prosperity’, while the Public Service Agreement focuses on supporting growth in specific
areas, in Aylesbury Vale this focus is on Aylesbury.

3.3 Local context
Aylesbury Vale District covers 350 square miles and has a population of approximately
166,000 in 108 parishes over a predominantly rural area. Transport links are poor. Some
villages have no commercial bus service and others only twice a week.
The Aylesbury Vale District Local Plan has a number of policies which relate to green
spaces, both protecting existing green spaces and confirming requirements for the
provision of specific facilities such as play areas. The emerging Aylesbury Vale Local
Development Framework will replace the AVDLP and will also contain policies on play.
One of the major challenges facing Aylesbury Vale is its rapid growth with 8,100 new
homes to be built between 2001 and 2011, in addition to the 7000 built in the previous
decade. By 2016, the population is expected to rise by 45%, a pattern that is set to
continue over the next 15 years. Aylesbury Town is set to grow by a third whilst the
remainder will be concentrated at Buckingham, Wendover, Haddenham, and Winslow.
The increasing demand for the provision of supervised and unsupervised play must be
included within the planning for the new housing growth. In the design of major
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development areas, the provision of green space and recreational facilities such as
children’s play areas and multi use games areas is an essential component. Pressure will
increase on existing sites but enhancements can be sought through S106 funding for offsite provision.
The Aylesbury Vale Green Infrastructure Group brings together agencies including the
District Council, Bucks County Council, Environment Agency, Forestry Commission, and
British Waterways. This Group will oversee green infrastructure provision associated with
the growth which includes equipped play areas, open space, and areas for natural play.
Along with the increased and enhanced facilities, it is important that opportunities for
supervised play are similarly provided, for instance providing the appropriate built facilities
to host play development work. An assessment of the formal play provision requirements
of the growing population is being prepared as part of the Local Development Framework,
to ensure that an appropriate level of provision is provided.
In 2003 AVDC carried out the PPG17 audit of leisure facilities across the District which
informed the production of Supplementary Planning Guidance on Sport and Leisure
Facilities to guide future provision green spaces and play provision. The audit identified a
lack of teenage provision in Aylesbury, highlighting a preference for football and basketball
facilities.
The Aylesbury Vale Cultural Strategy 2004 is based on consultation with the local
community and audits of facilities. It identifies mechanisms for assessing need and how
this may be met, and sets standards for play. Liaison was carried out with all parish and
town clerks to produce a qualitative and quantitative assessment of play facilities. This
information was cross referenced to direct feedback from the parishes on their specific
needs, and the wider strategic issues. Further work was carried out with schools, clubs
and community organisations to identify their issues.
AVDC’s Green Spaces Strategy 2005 lays out policies for developing parks and open
spaces across the Vale, including equipped play areas and natural play. It confirms the
Council’s commitment to community engagement and consultation in the development of
facilities. The Strategy highlights opportunities for play in green spaces and links between
play and the environment.
AVDC’s Children & Young People’s Improvement Plan has been published in 2007
and lays out the actions for children and young people, aged 0-19. The plan includes
specific measurable outputs assessed against the Every Child Matters Outcomes
Framework and is to be used to consider how services to children and young people can
best be delivered across the Vale.
An analysis of Aylesbury Vale population data has been carried out, which is shown in
Figures 1 to 3. Three priority areas for action were identified through the consultation on
the Strategy (see Section 4.4) which are:

Number of children and young people in the catchment area

Indices of multiple deprivation

Area with black and ethnic minority population
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Figure 1: wards with the largest numbers of children
The chart shows the wards with the highest numbers of children in the Vale. Of the top
fifteen wards, nine are in Aylesbury with the remaining six in rural areas. These figures
are based on the 2001 Census and child population figures will have increased
significantly since this time, particularly in Aylesbury as the town has continued to grow
rapidly.
Figure 2: most disadvantaged areas in the Vale
The chart shows the top 15 most disadvantaged areas in the Vale, all are in Aylesbury.
The data is taken from Super Output Areas (SOAs), a new national definition. Their
statistical application was for the Indices of Deprivation 2004, giving them usage across
the local government sector.
Figure 3: correlation of children numbers, disadvantaged areas and black and
ethnic minority populations
The map shows the correlation in Aylesbury between three key factors – numbers of
children, areas of disadvantage, black and ethnic minority populations, and programmed
projects. Aylesbury is the only map shown, as this is the only area in the Vale with
significant ethnic minority populations and areas of disadvantage. The map also highlights
recent developments in unsupervised play provision and projected new provision.
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Figure 1: top 15 largest child populations
Top 15 Largest Child Populations in Aylesbury Vale
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Ward Areas.

Aylesbury wards
 Elmhurst and Watermead
 Bedgrove
 Mandeville and Elm Farm
 Quarrendon
 Southcourt
 Walton Court & Hawkslade
 Coldharbour
 Oakfield
 Gatehouse

Rural wards
 Aston Clinton
 Wendover
 Haddenham
 Buckingham North
 Buckingham South
 Winslow
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Figure
gure 2; top 15 most disadvantaged areas
(Highest is most disadvantaged)
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Figure 3: correlation of wards with large child populations, black and ethnic minority populations, and deprived areas
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4 REVIEW OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
4.1 Consultation methodology
The Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy is based upon a number of consultations carried out
during the course of its development and draws upon previous consultations which
informed other strategic documents such as the County Play Policy.
The aim of the research was to establish the key needs for play across the Vale. The
consultation has included work with children and young people to ensure that their needs
and wishes are taken into account in the development of the Action Plan.
See the Consultation Gazetteer in Appendix 3. The Gazetteer provides a summary of
each consultation showing:
 Title of consultation
 Reference number
 Consultees
 Date
 Methodology
 Number of respondents
The individual reference number e.g. PC001, PC002, links the following summary to the
Gazetteer.

4.2 Summary of Research and Consultation
Aylesbury Vale Play Partnership Workshop June 2006 (PC001)was organised by the
District Council to which play providers and linked organisations from across the District
were invited to review the issues for Aylesbury Vale against Every Child Matters
outcomes. The workshop identified and prioritised actions to be included in the Aylesbury
Vale Play Strategy.
Buckinghamshire County Council 2005-2006 (PC002), in the development of the
Children and Young Peoples Plan consulted children, parents, carers and staff to establish
their needs. 327 children and young people aged 5-19 completed questionnaires and
focus groups were held with 47 children and young people to develop findings, at a
voluntary youth project, a drop in facility, a school and the County Youth Cabinet
residential event.
In 2004, all 6 senior schools in Aylesbury were visited and face to face interviews were
carried out with pupils (PC003). The consultation was to establish what type of play and
recreation provision they would prefer in parks and open spaces.
Work was carried out with children and parents at Park Special Needs School and the
Jonathan Page Play Centre in 2004 to specifically discuss needs around the provision of
formal play areas (PC004).
Extensive consultation has been carried out with schools in Aylesbury in 2007 (PC005)
to gather students’ views on play provision in their area. The consultation focused on
areas with high levels of minority ethnic groups and multiple deprivation. Pupils from
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Ashmead Combined, Mandeville Upper, and Oak Green Schools took part and 635
replies were received.
The AVDC Parks and Open Spaces Survey (2006) (PC006) provided data on the needs
and wishes of local residents. A face to face survey was carried out with 400 members of
the public asking questions such as the top reasons for visiting parks and areas for
improvement.
256 questionnaires were completed by children during the first 4 weeks of the District
Council’s summer holiday programme of activities, Play around the Parishes 2007
(PC007). The questionnaire asked for their views on the project and further play needs.
On National Play Day, August 1st 2007 a Play in the Park event was held in Vale Park,
Aylesbury and attracted over 1000 children. 97 children were asked their views on the
event and their play needs (PC008).
The Aylesbury Vale Play Partnership is working with a local community group, Future
Inspirations, a group of Asian parents. The group circulated a questionnaire in the
Elmhurst area to find out the communities needs and to help the Partnership identify and
therefore address, barriers to participation (PC009).
Over the summer 2006, (PC010) 500 questionnaires were sent out by AVDC to children
and young people who had taken part in Supervised Play activities, including play,
sports, and arts events. The questionnaire sought to gain their views on play provision in
their area and to inform the Play Partnership of the type of play provision preferred.
During 2006 and 2007 Supervised and Unsupervised Play Audits (PC011, PC012)
were undertaken on behalf of the Play Partnership. Each Parish Council was sent a
questionnaire to find out more about supervised and unsupervised play provision in their
area. To complete the picture Parish Plans (Bucks Community Action) and the AVDC audit
of leisure facilities were also reviewed.
AVDC Best Value Review of Parks and Open Spaces (2003) (PC013) delivered a
comprehensive review of provision of parks and open spaces by the District Council and
compared provision against other local authorities. This included play provision.
Local Needs Surveys (PC014) have been carried out through public consultation on
Management Plans for major parks and open spaces through schools, local community
groups and residents’ associations. For instance in developing plans for a new play areas,
consultation has been carried out with children through local schools and through the
Prebendal Farm Residents Association and the Bedgrove Residents Association.
Consultation has also been carried out in Vale Park, Aylesbury (PC015) to establish the
needs of all users including children and young people.
The Strategy also draws upon research carried out by Aylesbury Vale Youth for Christ
on Public Spaces (PC016) who worked with young people, community leaders, service
providers, business leaders and parents to assess current provision for children and young
people.
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As a partner on the play partnership the Forestry Commission, Growing Adventure
(2007) (PC017)research confirmed children’s appetite for nature and the outdoors and for
opportunities for adventure and challenge and identified the value of targeting groups of
children that rarely or never visit woodland settings to explore what would encourage them
to come and help them to feel confident.
Case Study 1 shows how community consultation informed the delivery of a capital
scheme.
Case Study 1
The Three Roads Residents’ Group wanted improved play provision for the local young
people of the Southcourt estate. Young people often congregated and played football
outside the local Methodist Church using the road as the playing area and the Church wall
as the goal (smashed church windows were a regular occurrence). The Residents’ Group
and a Church representative contacted AVDC and Bucks Youth Services to see what
could be done.
To engage with young people, the Youth Service erected temporary football goals once a
week over the summer holidays on Elm Green, a 2 minute walk from the Church. Some of
the adults living around Elm Green were not entirely happy with, fearing it could attract
large numbers of young people to the green resulting in vandalism to the play area. Other
adults in the community often joined in the football sessions, helping to erect the goals,
which resulted in a change of attitude and support from the community.
Sessions were successful and local young people were able to fully express what they
wanted to see in the area and what they thought would be successful - two football goals
and a basketball square.
“We don’t want tarmac for the football area we want to play on grass, it doesn’t hurt as
much if you fall over”
Work with the Residents’ Group enabled further consultation with all the residents of the
estate. Three suitable greens where a football/basketball area could be located were
identified and with the support of the Residents’ Group, AVDC conducted a public
consultation for the whole estate resulting in Elm Green becoming the preferred site for the
football provision.
The site also housed a children’s play area. Refurbishment of the play area was a real
priority because the site had been vandalised and misused. To try and keep vandalism to
a minimum it was agreed with residents that the football/basketball provision would be
installed in the first instance, and that the play area would be refurbished soon after.
Both projects where completed during the summer of 2006 and it has been noticed that
incidents of vandalism at the site are to date still at zero.
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4.3 Consultation results: key needs
The principle findings of the research have established the key needs for play in Aylesbury
Vale
N1)

Children and young people in rural areas want more local activities and play
opportunities

N2)

Families in areas of high ethnicity want free dedicated play provision to
address cultural barriers

N3)

Children like to play in natural play settings e.g. parks, open spaces,
countryside, woodland

N4)

Children like to play in formal play area and natural play settings that are
accessible to all and that address barriers to play

N5)

Older children prefer more adventurous play and opportunities for informal
sport that are affordable

N6)

Older children want a safe place to hang out with their friends

4.4 Applying the results of the consultation: criteria for action
The findings of the consultation have identified the key needs in the Vale for play. These
have been used to establish criteria for prioritising action on play:
C1)





Play should be directed to areas of most need:
provision in target areas with higher numbers of children and young people
areas of multiple deprivation
areas with high black and ethnic minority populations
rural villages

C2)

Capital investment should be allocated to current play area provision to
improve condition, achieve DDA compliance and increase play value

C3

Play provision should reflect the cultural diversity of the Vale and make play
inclusive

C4)

Play provision should address accessibility and barriers including working in
areas with black and ethnic minority populations and in rural areas to address
lack of access to transport

C5)

Play providers should engage and consult with children and young people to
determine needs and wishes in order to inform provision
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5 LOCAL PLAY PROVISION
5.1 Unsupervised play
There are a many of opportunities for unsupervised play in green spaces and in equipped
play areas within Aylesbury Vale. These sites are managed by a variety of providers
including town and parish councils, the District Council, and organisations such as the
Forestry Commission and the National Trust.
For instance, the Forestry Commission manages the largest accessible green space in
Aylesbury Vale, Wendover Woods. Within 325 hectares of mixed coniferous and
broadleaved woodland, the site includes a large children’s play area and offers
opportunities for natural play.
The District Council manages 30 junior and toddler play areas, predominantly in
Aylesbury, plus teenage provision such as multi use games areas. A 2007 survey with
town and parish councils showed 66 have play areas and recreation facilities, of which:





59% have provision for toddlers
64% have provision for juniors
18% have provision for teenagers
22% have no provision but stated that they used facilities in neighbouring parishes

In the survey responses, some parish councils stated that activities for older children and
teenagers were a priority, whilst others prioritise holiday schemes. Funding for adult help
with youth activities was also highlighted.
Figure 4 shows the results of
the parish and town council
survey of unsupervised play
facilities across the District.
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5.2 Supervised play
There are a variety of opportunities for children and young people to participate in play
development through holiday play schemes and after school clubs. Bucks Children’s
Information Service provides information on activities and services for children 0-14
years and up to 16 if they have special needs. The County Council runs the Early Years
and Childcare Service and Sure Start Children’s Centres which support the quality of
early years' education and the development of childcare provision under the National
Childcare Initiative set by the Sure Start Unit of the DfES.
A review of the current formal play provision has been carried out in 2007. The distribution
of provision across the Vale is shown in Figure 5.The key play providers are highlighted
below.
The Aylesbury Vale District Council Play
Service organises a programme of activities for
children and young people, based around play,
games, sports and crafts. Activities have
traditionally been organised mainly in urban
areas but in 2007 a mobile rural project was
piloted, Play around the Parishes, in
partnership with Sure Start Children’s Centres.
This targeted 19 rural villages where families
have no local play provision and proved to be
very successful with average attendances of 47
children per session.
The Play Service organises an annual event to
celebrate National Play Day in partnership with
many other local organisations and play
providers. The 2007 event in Vale Park,
Aylesbury, attracted over 1000 children. The
AVDC Play Service supports other Leisure &
Cultural Services events such as the annual Roald Dahl Festival and works closely with
Aylesbury Vale Out of School Network to deliver community events such as Junior
Scrapheap Challenge, Junior Fit Club and Junior Art Attack.
AVDC operates the Jonathan Page Play Centre, a purpose built centre offering after
school club and holiday play scheme places for children aged 5 to 13 years old. Children
are collected from five local schools on foot and by minibus. Places on schemes are
offered at affordable rates or lower for members of the Passport to Leisure Scheme which
entitles families receiving benefits to discounts.
The Aylesbury Vale Out of School Network is a voluntary organisation which works to
improve the quality of play in out of school clubs by training, networking and information
sharing. Each year a large community event is organised in partnership with local
organisations and out of school groups.
The Southcourt and Walton Court Community Project runs a weekly Saturday Club,
holiday play scheme and football coaching sessions. The project belongs to the Passport
to Leisure scheme and provides services in an area of multiple deprivation.
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The Bucks Play Association seeks to support the provision of facilities for recreation and
other leisure-time occupations for children. It aims to support children who may have need
by reason of their youth or social and economic circumstances and to improve the life of
these children by promoting their physical, educational, mental and spiritual well-being.
Key objectives of the Association are to support the provision of Toy Libraries, the
provision of inclusive Youth Clubs such as “PHAB Clubs” and the provision of inclusive
Play Schemes such as “Lets Play Together” and other similar schemes and activities.
There are several other after school clubs and holiday play schemes in Aylesbury
town, Winslow and Haddenham providing play opportunities for school age children, but
very few in rural areas.
Case Study 2
Linda was a 10 year old with autism who was frightened of new situations. She joined the
after school club at the Jonathan Page Play Centre and her mother agreed to stay until
she settled in. Linda would not engage or speak to anyone and would hide in the toilets
and refuse to remove her coat. If she became upset or agitated she would sit under a table
and cover her head.
At her first session Linda watched some children skipping and it was not long before she
was asked by one of the children to join in. She looked to her mother for approval and was
soon involved in the game.
After the session she asked when she could come back without her mother and now
attends twice a week. She no longer wears her coat and participates in all the activities.
She usually waits for the children to talk to her or ask her to join in, but often engages in
conversations when there is a member of staff present.
Linda now attends the holiday play scheme and her mother is delighted with Linda’s new
confidence. She talks about the Play Centre at home and her many new friends.
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6 PLAY POLICY STATEMENTS
6.1 Key policy statements
P1) To agree a consistent set of principles and definitions for play and its value for
children’s well being and development
P2) To underpin quality play, ensuring equitable access for all across the Vale, and
reinforce current good practice
P3) To take positive action in removing barriers so all children can participate
P4) To increase play opportunities for black and ethnic minority communities, for
children with disabilities, and those in disadvantaged areas
P5) To encourage partnership working between statutory, voluntary, and private
organisations
P6) To increase delivery of local play opportunities in rural areas
P7) To provide links to other strategic outcomes, e.g. Every Child Matters
The Play Partnership will work toward achieving the following outcomes:
O1)

More children will take part in a wider range of free, inclusive and accessible
play experiences in both urban and rural areas.

O2)

Local communities especially children will have greater involvement in
designing, planning and running play projects - encouraging community
ownership and increasing community safety.

O3)

Increased healthy activities and well being, encourage promotion of green
spaces in areas of increased housing development

O4)

More children who experience barriers to free play will be included in
mainstream play provision or new play provision will be set up to meet their
needs (e.g. girls, children and young people from ethnic religious minorities,
children in care, children of refugees and homeless families and those living
in rural areas, children with disabilities).

O5)

Consultation with children and young people will mean they have more
choice and control over their play and will increase self esteem and
independence.
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7 LOCAL STANDARDS
7.1 Unsupervised play
The NPFA 6 Acre Standard is used as the guide to inform the provision of equipped play
areas. This includes 0.8 hectares of play space per 1000 population and a hierarchy of
equipped play provision:


Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play within 600m from homes (minimum size of
1000m2 with buffer of 30 meters) which can include children’s play area, skate park,
multi use games area



Local Equipped Area for Play within 240m from homes (minimum size 400m2 with
buffer minimum of 20 meters) children’s play area



Local Area for Play within 100m from homes (minimum size 100m2 with buffer if 10
meters), toddler provision.



Further equipped play provision where appropriate to local circumstances.



No standards for natural play have been set but the Accessible Natural Green Spaces
Standard aims for natural elements such as grass mounds, planting and natural
materials to be combined with more traditional play designs to create interesting and
fun places of play that have strong connectivity to the natural environment and nature.

The NPFA 6 acre standard was adopted by AVDC as part of its Supplementary Planning
Guidance on the provision of open space in new housing developments and is
recommended as the standard for parish and town councils to adopt.

7.2 Supervised play
Childcare
Any person rewarded for looking after children under 8 years old for more than 2 hours a
day and for more than 5 days a year, must register with Ofsted. Those working in their
own homes must register as childminders, while those working on non-domestic premises
must register as day care providers.
Ofsted inspect childcare providers to judge the quality of care offered and the quality of
government funded early education for children aged 3 and 4 years.
Inspectors give providers one of four grades: outstanding, good, satisfactory or
inadequate. To help inspectors reach a judgement they consider ‘What it is like for a child
to be here? ‘To answer this question, they judge how well childcare providers meet a
series of outcomes for children that are set out in law. These are how providers:





help children to be healthy
protect them from harm or neglect and help them to stay safe
help them enjoy what they do and achieve well
help them make a positive contribution to the childcare provision and the wider
community
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They also judge how well providers organise their childcare to help promote children’s
well-being. To do this, they will take into account:




whether the provider meets the National Standards for the type of care they provide
whether the provider uses good practice as set out in Birth to Three Matters
the quality of teaching and learning in the Foundation Stage for those providers who
are included on their local authority directory to provide free early education for
children aged 3 and 4 years

Play providers not requiring registration
Some holiday play activities run for 5 days or less each year and do not require
registration with Ofsted. Any play activities where parents stay with their child also do not
require registration. For these services standards vary.
The New Charter for Children’s Play published by the Children’s Play Council sets out a
vision for play and acts as a catalyst for organisations to examine, review and improve
their services, activities and functions in the light of children’s play needs. The charter lists
principles to support play work and create better play opportunities.
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8 THE ACTION PLAN
8.1 Delivery mechanisms
The Action Plan is given in Appendix 1.
The Action Plan is based upon the aims for supervised and unsupervised play provision
and the criteria for prioritisation. Four key mechanisms for delivering play have been
identified, which are:
Delivery mechanisms





Promoting Play – promoting the value of play for child development and creating
safer communities
Partnership and Participation – working with a range of public, private and
community groups to improve and increase resources available for play provision and
services.
Delivering Play – promote health and physical activity in our open spaces, provide
quality inclusive play opportunities and to identify the needs of children and young
people in regards to local play provision
Enabling – supporting the development of existing or new play facilities or services

8.2 Monitoring and evaluation
The Action Plan identifies targeted actions and shows how these meet objectives, how
these can be resourced, timescales and measures for monitoring.
The Aylesbury Vale Play Partnership will review the delivery of the Action Plan on a 6
monthly basis to assess achievements against targets. The Strategy will be updated every
year to take into account achievements and changing needs.
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Appendix 1: Five Year Action Plan
Key
Objective
Section 1
To raise the
profile of play
and best
practice

Actions
1.1 Identify and increase
partners involved in planning
and delivering activities for
the annual National Play Day
1.2 Promote the use of
green spaces for play
through annual programme of
events
1.3 Establish baseline data
on play areas across the
district through survey with
play providers
1.4 Produce web based map
to show location of play areas
1.5 Establish baseline data
on play schemes across the
district through survey with
play providers

Target Date

Annual event

Ongoing

August 2007

September 2008

Intended Outcomes
Promotion of play
opportunities and
involvement of 1000 children
at annual event
Increase use of safe,
welcoming well used parks
accessible to all whatever
their ability or background
Information to guide strategic
development of facilities and
baseline data for web-based
map
Map available on Bucks
Maps website

Estimated
Costs

Lead Bodies

£3000 pa

AVPP, AVDC, BPA

£10,000

Staff/volunteer
time

AVDC , Town
Councils, Parish
Councils, Forestry
Commission
AVDC, Town
Councils, Parish
Councils, Forestry
Commission

Staff/volunteer
time

AVDC/BCC

August 2007

Information to guide strategic
development of play
schemes

Staff/volunteer
time

BCC Children’s
Information Service
AV Play Strategy

1.6 Promote information on
play providers, holiday play
and out of school schemes

Ongoing

Increase in number of long
term, available places for
children and young people,
quality childcare for working
parents with school age
children, economic wellbeing.

Staff/volunteer
time

BCC Children’s
Information Service,
AVPP

1.7 Provide support to parish
councils and voluntary
groups on the provision of
new play facilities and play
development

Ongoing

Improved delivery of facilities

Staff/volunteer
time

BCA, AVDC,
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1.8 Promote good practice
guides to parish councils,
voluntary organisations and
community groups
1.9 Seek the inclusion of
policies on play within
strategic documents e.g.
Local Development
Framework, Children and
Young People’s Plan

2009 onwards

Increased quality and greater
awareness of play
opportunities

£1000

AVPP

LDF – December 2008
Others documents as
appropriate

Raised profile of play with
key stakeholders including
District, Town, Parish
Councillors, Planners and
developers

Staff/volunteer
time

CYP Trust/
AVDC Youth
Development
Manager

1.10 Ensure that play
provision is designed into
new housing developments

Ongoing

Staff/volunteer
time

AVDC , Bucks CC,
Town and Parish
Councils, developers

1.11 Identify and promote
links between play and other
cultural themes i.e.
biodiversity, art, sport, to
increase opportunities for
inclusion in strategic
documents and for funding
1.12 Promote play areas or
opportunities that allow
access to natural play

Report by March 2008

Opportunities for play
included in designs for new
housing developments in
appropriate settings
Increased opportunities for
delivery of play across the
Vale

Staff/volunteer
time

AVPP

Enriched play environments
and landscapes that include
outdoor, physical and natural
elements

Staff/volunteer
time

AVDC, Forestry
Commission, National
Trust

Ongoing
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2.1 Establish and support
partnerships for play through
the Aylesbury Vale Play
Partnership.

Section 2.
Greater
partnership
working by
establishing
networks,
consulting
monitoring
and
reviewing

2.2 Establish a formal link
between the AVPP and the
Children and Young People’s
Trust by Youth Development
Manager sitting on both fora
2.3 Participate in the Bucks,
Berks and Oxon Parks and
Countryside Forum

Ongoing

Provision of support
mechanisms for
organisations providing play
opportunities in Aylesbury
Vale District

Staff/volunteer
time

AVPP, AVOOSN

December 2007

Increased partnership
working and coordination of
delivery of activities for
children and young people

Staff/volunteer
time

AVPP/CYPT

Ongoing

Greater dissemination of best
practice

Staff/volunteer
time

AVPP

Staff/volunteer
time

ARCC, AVPP

Staff/volunteer
time

AVPP, AVDC

£1000 pa

AVDC, Town and
Parish Councils,
Forestry Commission

2.4 Promote the use of
Scrapstores as a source of
materials for play schemes

December 2007

2.5 Evaluate current play
provision with children and
young people to improve
services

Ongoing

2.6 Evaluate new play area
provision through post
construction consultation with
children and observational
studies

Ongoing

Active engagement with
sustainable practices; raised
awareness of environmental
issues with children and
young people
Increase use of parks and
open spaces to encourage
children and young people to
be healthy and lead active
lives
Improved delivery of future
provision, matching children’s
needs and wishes
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Section 3
Deliver
quality play
experiences
taking into
consideration
resources,
innovation
and
accessibility

3.1 Align resources to
ensure provision is inclusive
and targeted i.e. disabled
children, children from black
and ethnic minority
populations, rural
communities or age specific
3.2 Identify need and deliver
100 play sessions in areas
with high minority ethnic
communities
3.3 Identify need and deliver
200 play sessions in parishes
across the district

Ongoing

Quality play opportunities are
fully inclusive, more special
needs, black and ethnic
children accessing Play
Services

Staff/volunteer
time

AVPP

Ongoing

Accessible, sustainable long
term play opportunities and
events

£34,000

AVDC, SCWCCP

Ongoing

Accessible, sustainable long
term play opportunities and
events

£80,000

AVDC

3.4 Provide facilities for the
whole family, where children,
young people and adults can
play

Ongoing

Safe and secure play
experiences for the whole
family

To be
confirmed
when
opportunities
arise

AVDC, Forestry
Commission, National
Trust, Parish and
Town Councils

3.5 Set up project to employ
Play/Street Rangers to
address barriers to play

May 2011

Increased provision of play
across the District

£80,000

AVPP

3.6 Identify opportunities for
natural play, forest
adventure, sensory
experiences
3.7 Develop natural play at
Wendover Woods
3.8 Enhance 15 play areas
through refurbishment and
replacement of equipment

Sept 2007

Promoting wider play
curriculum; appealing to
wider ‘audience’

October 2007

Increased opportunities for
play

December 2011

Increase opportunities for
play

To be
confirmed
when
opportunities
arise
To be
confirmed
£1,200,000

AVPP, AVDC,
Forestry Commission
Forestry Commission,
AVPP
AVDC, Town and
Parish Councils
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3.9 Promote facilities and
activities to Passport to
Leisure Scheme members
3.10 Review play areas
annually to assess condition,
access and identify work
programme and need

Ongoing

Increased take up of scheme
and participation in activities

Annual update

Data to inform strategic
planning of play facilities
across the Vale and funding
opportunities through grant
aid and S106

£1000 pa

AVDC

£1000 pa

AVDC, Town
Councils, Parish
Councils, Forestry
Commission,
voluntary sector
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Section 4
Enable and
support the
development
of quality
play
experiences
through
training,
support and
capacity
building

4.1 Ensure access to a
comprehensive training
programme to meet a range
of play needs and evaluate
programme
4.2 Provide advice for CRB
checking for community
groups and provide training in
child protection by running
workshops and producing
information leaflet

Annual Update

July 2008

Improved quality of provision
and promotion of
opportunities

Raise awareness of and
ensure procedures in place
for CRB

£5000 pa

AVOOSN, EYDCS

£1000 pa

EYDCS, AVDC

4.3 Produce good practice
guide on play area provision

July 2009

Improved delivery of facilities,
ensure that children’s views
are taken into account

Staff/volunteer
time

AVPP, BCA, AVDC

4.4 Produce good practice
guide to organising events for
children and holiday play
schemes, through paper and
internet based resources

January 2008

Improved delivery of events,
ensure that children’s views
are taken into account

Staff/volunteer
time

AVPP, AVDC, BPA

Staff time

AVPP CYP Trust
(Participation Group)
AVDC

£1000

AVDC

4.5 Produce best practice
guide to consultation on play
provision

AVPP guide by July
2009

4.6 Train two people to carry
out ROSPA inspections

December 2008

Children and Young People
make a positive contribution
by being actively involved.
Play provision is child led and
freely chosen
Improve quality and health
and safety of play areas
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Appendix 2: Terms of References Aylesbury Vale Play Partnership
PURPOSE
The purpose of the Aylesbury Vale Play Partnership (AVPP) is to work in partnership to
produce, monitor and evaluate the Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy and seek to improve,
influence, increase and sustain play opportunities throughout the Vale.
The Aylesbury Vale Play Partnership Objectives are:
 Promoting Play
 Partnership and participation
 Delivering Play
 Enabling Play
The Play Strategy aims to:
 Define a vision for play in Aylesbury Vale
 Establish needs and priorities through audit, consultation and networking
 Establish targeted actions for 2007-2011
 Identify delivery and maintenance mechanisms
 Identify key stakeholders and resources
 Establish links between other strategies
To achieve this AVPP will:
 Share knowledge and experience
 Engage in local strategic partnership and influence LAA/LDF
 Encourage joint working to maximise resources
 Consult and engage with stakeholders outside the AVPP where appropriate
 Establish and monitor the link between the delivery of the Aylesbury Vale Play
Strategy and the Buckinghamshire Play and Recreation Policy for Children and
Young People and feed into Bucks CC County Play Steering Group
 Monitor achievements in the Action Plan and produce an Annual Report
MEMBERSHIP
The AVPP has a Steering Group and wider stakeholder groups. The AVPP seeks to
represent the views of statutory agencies, voluntary sector, and the general public. In
particular it will represent the views of children and young people and will seek
opportunities to engage and consult with them to ensure their views inform decision.
The AVPP Steering Group includes:
 Aylesbury Vale District Council Young Peoples Officer, Principal Play Officer and
Green Spaces Team
 Aylesbury Vale Out of School Network
 Buckinghamshire Play Association
 Bucks Community Action
 Bucks Playing Fields Association
 Early Years Development and Childcare Service, Buckinghamshire County Council
 Forestry Commission
 Leisure Services, Aylesbury Vale District Council
 Southcourt and Walton Court Community Project
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The role of the AVPP Steering Group member is to:
 Attend meetings of the AVPP
 To contribute to the development and progression of the Play Strategy through
dialogue and disseminating best practice
 To evaluate and monitor the Play Strategy Action Plan and to recommend updates
as required
 To review the wider stakeholder group and recommend changes
 Feedback on meetings/correspondence with the wider stakeholder group
 Disseminate information to the wider stakeholder group
 To keep the profile of Play high
Wider stakeholder group
The wider stakeholder group includes a variety of statutory and voluntary agencies. This
list is not definitive and will be updated by the AVPP.
 AVDC Community Safety Team
 AVDC Grants and Voluntary Sector Liaison Officer
 Aylesbury College, Play & Childcare Department
 Aylesbury Vale Association of Local Councils
 Aylesbury Vale Racial Equality Council
 Aylesbury Youth Action
 Buckinghamshire Children’s Fund Programme
 Bucks Adult Learning, Senior Tutor for Childcare
 Bucks Children’s Fund
 Bucks Children’s Information Service
 Bucks Community Action, Community Development Officer
 Children and Young People, Social Care
 Cygnets Pre School Group
 Healthy Living Centre, Aylesbury
 National Childminding Association
 School Improvement Service
 Southcourt and Walton Court Community Project
 Thames Valley Partnership
 Youth and Communities
 Youth and Community Services, Operations Manager
 Youth Cabinet
 Youth Concern
 Youth Focus
MEETINGS
The AVPP will meet on a 6 monthly basis, unless it is agreed by a majority that this
frequency should increase or decrease. The Steering Group members can nominate
alternative representatives if they are unable to attend the meeting. Agendas and minutes
of meetings will be circulated to all Steering Group members. The Secretariat function is to
be provided by AVDC. The AVPP will be chaired by Lesley Davies, AVDC’s Green
Spaces Team Manager and in her absence by Barbara Mitchell, AVDC’s Principal Play
Officer.
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AVPP PHILOSOPHY
At the 2007 inaugural meeting it was agreed that Aylesbury Vale Play Partnership believes
that:
Children will have ownership of their play opportunities, through consultation. They will:
 feel free and enjoy their childhoods safely and securely
 grow up at their own pace
 have exciting places to visit
 have fun
 have a say in play provision
Children will have access to local play opportunities. There will be:
 high quality play schemes during holidays providing a varied choice of play activities
in the local area
 a variety of play equipment and opportunities in all rural villages
 opportunities for all children, supported by public transport and/ or transport
schemes
 opportunities to play with other local children in a safe and secure environment
 access to interesting play areas in towns and villages
 access to sports facilities with quality coaches so that they can try a variety of
sports
Children will have access to natural areas and creative play:
 including water and sand play, opportunities to include access to natural
environments, so that the outdoors becomes stimulating
 gain confidence to enjoy nature and respect their environments, whether urban or
rural
 provide exciting play environments with nets, ropes, flexible areas, to encourage
imaginative play
 access to green spaces that are peaceful, have a variety of textures and have
seating
Children’s development will be supported by providing opportunities to:
 build skills and tools for the future
 be healthy, both physically and mentally
 develop social skills e.g. making friends
 experience risk taking, to take chances and learn
 develop physical skills e.g. coordination
 learn to respect and benefit from older people
 have fun
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In developing play opportunities the following will be considered:
 lots of different and affordable play experiences
 inclusive opportunities, with no age limits or ability barriers
 indoor areas for 12 to 18 year olds
 unsupervised play opportunities, in environments in which they feel safe and secure
 more opportunities for ‘casual’ play
 dog free playing fields
 better opportunities for small local sports clubs
 big tube slides, large climbing frames, nets or wood
 monitoring and evaluation
These play opportunities will be underpinned by:
 play being seen as a high priority in revision of resources and services for children
and young people
 influencing decision-makers
 LAA and LPSA
 the Local Development Framework and Green infrastructure planning
 sufficient resources to deliver and maintain well managed areas for play/services
 Every Child Matters

33

Appendix 3: Consultation Gazetteer
Title

Ref

Consultees

Date

Methodology

Aylesbury Vale Play
Partnership Workshop
Buckinghamshire
Children and young
people’s Plan
Senior Schools

PC001

Play providers

2007

Workshop

PC002

2006

Face to face
interviews

374

2004

PC004
PC005
PC006

General public

2006

PC007

Children 3-13
years old
Children and
families
Asian families
Children and
young people

2007

Face to face
interviews
Face to face
interviews
Face to face
interviews
Face to face
interviews
Questionnaire

600

Children’s play
preferences
Junior and senior
schools survey
Parks & Open Spaces
survey
Play Around the
Parishes consultation
Play in the Park
consultation
Elmhurst consultation
Supervised Play,
Bucks Play
Association
Supervised Play Audit
Unsupervised Play
Audit
Local Needs Survey

Children and
young people
5-19 years old
All senior schools
in Aylesbury (x6)
Children
Parents
School pupils

2007

Questionnaire

97

2007
2006

Questionnaire
Questionnaire

23
500

PC003

PC008
PC009
PC010

2004
2007

Number of
respondents
25

60
70
635
412
256

PC011
PC012

Parish Councils
Parish Councils

2007
2007

Questionnaire
Questionnaire

70
70

PC013

Residents’
Association
Children and
Young People

2007

80
40

Parks and Open
Spaces Best Value
Review

PC014

2005

20

Vale Park Concept
Plan

PC015

District Council
members
Community
groups
District Council
Members
Town Council
Community
groups
Special interest
groups
General public
Young people
Community
leaders
Service providers
Business leaders
Parents
Children and
Young People

Face to face
interviews
Attendance at
Residents’
Association
meetings
Workshop

2004

Workshops

40

Questionnaires

60

2005

Face to face
interviews

30

2006

Information not
available

n/a

Public spaces in
Aylesbury Vale, Youth
for Christ

PC016

Growing Adventure

PC017
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CONSULTATION GAZETEER
TITLE

Aylesbury Vale Play Partnership Workshop

REFERENCE NUMBER

PC 001

AUDIENCE

Key stakeholders in play
 Arts Officer, AVDC
 Aylesbury College, Play Department
 Aylesbury Out of School Network
 Aylesbury Vale Association of Local Councils
 Aylesbury Vale District Forum
 Aylesbury Vale Racial Equality Council
 Aylesbury Youth Action
 Bucks Adult Learning
 Bucks Children Fund
 Bucks Children’s Information Service
 Bucks Community Action
 Bucks Community Matters
 Bucks Play Association
 Bucks Playing Fields Association
 Cheddington Pre School Group
 Community Development Officer, AVDC
 Community Safety Team, AVDC
 Cygnets Pre School Group
 Early Years Development and Childcare
Service
 Head of Housing, AVDC
 Healthy Living Centre
 Southcourt and Walton Court Community
Project
 Stone & Fairford Leys Pre School Group
 Thames Valley Partnership
 Tingewick Pre School Playgroup
 Youth and Community Services, Bucks CC
 Youth Concern
 Youth Focus

DATE

2006

METHODOLOGY

Workshop
 Reviewed issues for Aylesbury Vale against
Every Child Matters outcomes
 Identified and prioritised actions to be
included in the Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
and 5 year action plan

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS

25 organisations
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KEY FINDINGS

ECM Outcome ‘Enjoying and Achieving
 Access to play opportunities for rural families
limited
 Limited use of play opportunities by Asian
families
 Use play to identify community needs, assist
in solving problems, provide play resources to
assist with problem e.g. Bedgrove Park –
children hanging around shops – create teen
facilities in Park
ECM Outcome ‘Staying Safe’
 Acceptable risk to be built in to enable
children and young people to learn their own
capabilities and boundaries
 Ensure that teen shelters are not too far away
from informal supervision so as not to attract
undesirables but far enough from formal
authorities and parents
ECM Outcome ‘Making a Positive
Contribution’
 Improve confidence and self esteem through
employing play rangers and youth workers
 Consult with children and young people
 Offer a wider range of opportunities for
children and young people to become
involved
 Facilitate and encourage rural and ethnic
communities to provide opportunities
ECM Outcome ‘Being Healthy’
 Encourage physical, social and mental wellbeing
 Promote healthy lifestyles and positive role
models
 Try and change parents’ perceptions by
signposting them to information

RELEVANCE TO PLAY




DOCUMENT REFERENCE

Comments were made by play providers from
across the Vale
Workshop looked specifically at play
provision

Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
Key need N1, N2, N3, N4, N5, N6
BLF APPLICATION PROJECT 1,2,3,4,5
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CONSULTATION GAZETEER
TITLE

Children and Young People’s Plan, Bucks
County Council

REFERENCE NUMBER

PC 002

AUDIENCE

Children and young people

DATE

2006

METHODOLOGY




Questionnaires
Focus groups

Research carried out at voluntary youth project,
drop in facility, school and county Youth Cabinet
residential event.
NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS

Questionnaires
 327 children and young people aged 5-19
Focus groups
 47 children and young people aged 5-19

KEY FINDINGS







RELEVANCE TO PLAY




DOCUMENT REFERENCE

Children and young people would like more
opportunities to exercise
Children and young people would like more
affordable sport, leisure and youth facilities
Children and young people would like to keep
the environment clean
Younger children would like opportunities to
spend more time doing positive things with
their parents
Of the Every Child Matters outcomes,
children and young people consider ‘Staying
Safe’ as the most important as without this all
other outcomes could not be achieved.
Demonstrates support for more activities from
children and young people
Underlines importance of providing safe
areas and activities for play

Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
Key need N1, N2, N3, N4, N5
BLF APPLICATION PROJECT 1,2,3,4,5
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CONSULTATION GAZETEER
TITLE

Senior Schools Consultation, AVDC

REFERENCE NUMBER

PC 003

AUDIENCE

Pupils at all senior schools in Aylesbury
 Grammar School
 Grange School
 High School
 Mandeville Upper Schools
 Quarrendon Upper School
 Sir Henry Floyd School

DATE

2004

METHODOLOGY

Face to face interviews

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS

600 pupils

KEY FINDINGS

Consultation reinforced the importance of
facilities in parks and open spaces for young
people
Common requests at all schools
 More seating
 Clean toilets
 Somewhere in the Park to purchase food and
drink
 Cycle routes
 Spaces to watch wildlife

RELEVANCE TO PLAY



DOCUMENT REFERENCE

Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
Key need N3, N4, N5

Demonstrates the importance of parks and
open spaces to young people

BLF APPLICATION: PROJECT 3,4,5
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CONSULTATION GAZETEER
TITLE

Young children and play preferences, AVDC

REFERENCE NUMBER

PC 004

AUDIENCE




DATE

2004

METHODOLOGY

Face to face interviews
 Jonathan Page Play Centre
 Park Junior Special Needs School

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS




Jonathan Page Play Centre 60
Park Schools 8 children, 70 parents

KEY FINDINGS




Facilities should be accessible and inclusive
Children’s play equipment should be
accessible to all or have provision where two
or more people can access the same piece of
equipment at the same time.
Equipment specifically for people with
disabilities not recommended as it could
suggest favouritism and could lead to jealous
vandalism.



RELEVANCE TO PLAY





DOCUMENT REFERENCE

Children aged 5-12
Children with special needs

Demonstrates the importance of play areas to
children
Underlines that play provision must be
inclusive
Underlines importance of careful design of
play areas and of involvement of children in
selection of equipment

Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
Key need N3, N4, N5
BLF APPLICATION PROJECT, 3,4,5
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CONSULTATION GAZETEER
TITLE

Junior and Senior Schools survey, AVDC

REFERENCE NUMBER

PC005

AUDIENCE

Children 5-19 years old
 Ashmead Combined School, Aylesbury
 Mandeville Upper School, Aylesbury
 Oak Green Junior School, Aylesbury

DATE

2007

METHODOLOGY

Face to face interviews

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS

635

KEY FINDINGS

Reasons for using parks and open spaces
 80% to meet friends
 62% to play sports and games
 39% to visit play areas
Improvements requested to improve parks
and open spaces
 67% requested seating, benches and shelters
 65% requested multi use games areas
 60% requested better play areas
 29% requested lighting
 30% requested something to do for all ages

RELEVANCE TO PLAY





DOCUMENT REFERENCE

Survey specifically about play
Underlined importance of parks and open
spaces to children and young people for play
Underlined that children and young people
use general open space as well as formal
play areas for play

Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
Key need N2, N3, N4, N5, N6
BLF APPLICATION PROJECT 3,4,5
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CONSULTATION GAZETEER
TITLE

Parks & Open Spaces Survey, AVDC

REFERENCE NUMBER

PC006

AUDIENCE

Users and non users of parks and open spaces
in Aylesbury Vale

DATE

2006

METHODOLOGY

Face to face interviews
Data analysed on a generic and site by site basis

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS

412

KEY FINDINGS

Number of people visiting parks and open
spaces
 67% of interviews had used Parks in previous
6 months
Principal reasons for visiting parks and open
spaces





36% to visit the play area
25% to get fresh air
25% to walk the dog
24% to go for a walk

Top improvements requested
 28% more or improve children’s play facilities
 15% greater cleanliness
 14% more seating
RELEVANCE TO PLAY



DOCUMENT REFERENCE

Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
Key need N3, N4

Demonstrates importance of parks and open
spaces to children and young people

BLF APPLICATION: PROJECT 3,4,5
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CONSULTATION GAZETEER
TITLE

Play around the Parishes evaluation

REFERENCE NUMBER

PC007

AUDIENCE

Children aged 3-13

DATE

Summer 2007

METHODOLOGY

Questionnaire
 At Play around the Parishes play sessions in
rural villages

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS

256

KEY FINDINGS








99.9% rated their enjoyment as good, very
good or excellent
80% want more Play around the Parishes
sessions in their area.
3% want transport to local play schemes
12% want help to set up play scheme in their
area
40% heard about the Project via the Do-it
booklet
44% said that bouncy castles were their
favourite activity

RELEVANCE TO PLAY



DOCUMENT REFERENCE

Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
Key need N1

Supports need for rural play provision

BLF APPLICATION PROJECT 1
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CONSULTATION GAZETEER
TITLE

Play in the Park consultation

REFERENCE NUMBER

PC008

AUDIENCE

Children and families

DATE

1 August 2007

METHODOLOGY

Questionnaire
 At National Play Day event, Vale Park

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS

97

KEY FINDINGS







RELEVANCE TO PLAY




DOCUMENT REFERENCE

100% rated their enjoyment as good and
above, 41% as excellent
80% wanted more mobile sessions in their
area
15% wanted transport to local play schemes
7% wanted help to set up play schemes in
their area
34% heard about the event through word of
mouth 38% heard about the event via Do-it
booklet
Supports need for local play provision,
particularly in rural areas
Enjoyment factor endorses need for
continued partnership working to maximise
activities.

Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
Key need N1, N2
BLF APPLICATION PROJECT 1 and 2
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CONSULTATION GAZETEER
TITLE

Elmhurst Community Consultation

REFERENCE NUMBER

PC009

AUDIENCE

Elmhurst Asian Community/Families

DATE

May & June 2007

METHODOLOGY

Questionnaire
 Distributed by Elmhurst voluntary group
‘Future Inspirations

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS

23

KEY FINDINGS

96% want holiday play schemes of which :
10% for under 5’s and 90% all other age groups
95% want community events in the park
73% want swimming for women
90% want exercise classes
78% want activities available in local school or
community centre
Other needs sewing, cooking, health awareness,
yoga, day trips for children.

RELEVANCE TO PLAY




DOCUMENT REFERENCE

Supports need for provision in areas of high
ethnicity
Supports need to address current barriers to
accessing play activity provision

Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
Key need N2
BLF APPLICATION PROJECT 2
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CONSULTATION GAZETEER
TITLE

Supervised Play Activities Survey, Bucks Play
Association and AVDC

REFERENCE NUMBER

PC010

AUDIENCE

Children and young people

DATE

2006

METHODOLOGY

Questionnaires
 Participants in play activities

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS

500

KEY FINDINGS

Feedback on activities
 78% wanted to see play provision in parishes
 79% thought play days and activities were
good or excellent

RELEVANCE TO PLAY





DOCUMENT REFERENCE

Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
Key need N1, N3, N4, N5

Survey specifically about play
Demonstrated importance of activities
Underlined gap in current provision of play
schemes in rural areas

BLF APPLICATION PROJECT 1,2
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CONSULTATION GAZETEER
TITLE

Supervised Play Audit, AVDC

REFERENCE NUMBER

PC011

AUDIENCE

Parish and Town Councils

DATE

2007

METHODOLOGY



NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS

70

KEY FINDINGS

Play provision across the Vale
 11 parishes/towns have 11 play schemes,
mostly less than one day per year

Questionnaires and review of Parish Plans

Reasons why children visit parks and open
spaces
 To use play equipment
 To meet friends
Most popular suggestions to play provision
 Play rangers
 Youth workers to facilitate activities and
games
RELEVANCE TO PLAY





DOCUMENT REFERENCE

Survey specifically in connection with play
provision
Underlined gap in current play scheme
provision in rural areas
Underlined that most rural areas have access
to a children’s play area

Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
Key need N1, N2, N3, N4, N5, N6
BLF APPLICATION PROJECT 1,3,4,5
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CONSULTATION GAZETEER
TITLE

Unsupervised Play Audit, AVDC

REFERENCE NUMBER

PC012

AUDIENCE

Parish and Town Councils

DATE

2007

METHODOLOGY



NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS

70

KEY FINDINGS

Play provision across the Vale
 50 parishes/towns have toddler provision
 54 parishes/towns have junior provision
 17 parishes/towns have teen provision
 66 parishes/towns have areas for active sport
and ball games
 Wendover Woods, Forestry Commission
main open access site with play provision

Questionnaires and review of Parish Plans

Reasons why children visit parks and open
spaces
 To use play equipment
 To meet friends
RELEVANCE TO PLAY





DOCUMENT REFERENCE

Survey specifically in connection with play
provision
Underlined gap in current play scheme
provision in rural areas
Underlined that most rural areas have access
to a children’s play area

Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
Key need N1, N2
BLF APPLICATION PROJECT 1,3,4,5
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CONSULTATION GAZETEER
TITLE

Parks and Open Spaces Best Value Review,
AVDC

REFERENCE NUMBER

PC013

AUDIENCE

Community groups

DATE

2003

METHODOLOGY

Workshop with user groups

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS

20 organisations

KEY FINDINGS

Top uses for parks and open spaces
 Informal recreation – seating, somewhere to
relax, walking
 Nature conservation - trees, meadows,
flowers
 Children’s play areas, including toddler
provision
 Formal and informal sports

RELEVANCE TO PLAY



DOCUMENT REFERENCE

Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
Key need N2, N3, N4, N5

Demonstrated importance of parks and open
spaces to children and young people for play

BLF APPLICATION PROJECT 3,4,5
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CONSULTATION GAZETEER
TITLE

Local Needs Survey

REFERENCE NUMBER

PC014

AUDIENCE





DATE

2007

METHODOLOGY



Local community groups
Children and young people
Interest groups



Management Plans on AVDC website for
comments
Attendance at Residents’ Association
meetings e.g. Prebendal Farm, Bedgrove

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS




40 children and young people
80 adults

KEY FINDINGS



Support for refurbishment/replacement of old
play areas
Support for activities and facilities for children
and teenagers



RELEVANCE TO PLAY





DOCUMENT REFERENCE

Underlined importance of parks and open
spaces to children and young people for play
Underlined that children and young people
use general open space as well as formal
play areas for play
Demonstrated community support for play
provision on the Green

Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
Key need N2, N3, N4, N6
BLF APPLICATION PROJECT 3
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CONSULTATION GAZETEER
TITLE

Vale Park Concept Plan Consultation, AVDC

REFERENCE NUMBER

PC015

AUDIENCE

Key stakeholders:
 District Council Members
 Town Council
 Community groups
 Special interest groups
 General public
Age of respondents
 Under 16
14%
 16 to 24
6%
 35 to 44
14%
 45 to 54
31%
 55 to 64
4%
 65+
20%

DATE

March & April 2004

METHODOLOGY

Workshops
 District Council
 Town Council
 Community & Interest Groups
Questionnaire
 General public
 Available through District Council outlets and
the AVDC website
 Publicised in the local press
 Article in AVDC’s magazine District Link
which goes to every house in the Vale.
 Translation was provided in Gujarati and
Urdu.

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS

100

50

KEY FINDINGS

Reasons for using the Park
 Swimming
16%
 To relax
15%
 Flowers and plants
12%
 Special event
11%
 To take a shortcut
11%
 Accompany children 10%
 Outdoor sport
9%
 Walk/dog walking
8%
 Each lunch
8%
Most important elements in the Park
redevelopment, in order of preference
 Places to relax
 Seating
 Range of trees and planting
 Toilets
 Open grass area
 Lighting
 Environmental improvements
 Teenage facilities
 Multi use games area

RELEVANCE TO PLAY



DOCUMENT REFERENCE

Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
Key Need N3, N4, N5

Demonstrates importance of parks and open
spaces to children for formal and informal
play

BLF APPLICATION: PROJECT 3,4,5
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CONSULTATION GAZETEER
TITLE

Public spaces in Aylesbury Vale, Youth for
Christ

REFERENCE NUMBER

PC016

AUDIENCE







DATE

2005

METHODOLOGY

Face to face interviews

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS

30

KEY FINDINGS








Young people
Community leaders
Service providers
Business leaders
Parents

Need to create areas where young people
feel safe and welcome
Need to provide activities and opportunities
for young people to become actively involved
in the local community
Consensus across all ages that young people
need a place to be young people.
Noted that young people gather in groups
and that this is true for most generations. A
number of adults said that they used to do the
same when they were teenager.
Most activities are available to young people
in the area but they really need to look
around to find them. So although the
services are good, they could be better
advertised and communicated.

Comments on local facilities by young people
 ‘There should be more public events
including those for teenagers, not just adults
and younger children.’
 ‘There is not enough for young people to do.’
 ‘It is amazing to watch them on skateboards.
They really are fantastic, the skill and
creativity is wonderful.’
 ‘Young people need somewhere for them to
go and hang out, where they feel comfortable
and confident that they can be themselves.’
 ‘We need more facilities for young people.
They say there is nothing for them to do. The
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things that are there for them to do are too
expensive.’
RELEVANCE TO PLAY





DOCUMENT REFERENCE

Showed importance of parks and open
spaces to children and young people
Underlined that older children need
somewhere to go where they feel safe
Organised play activities can provide
opportunity to signpost children and young
people to information

Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
Key need N4, N5, N6
BLF APPLICATION: PROJECT 1,2,3,4,5
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CONSULTATION GAZETEER
TITLE

Growing Adventure, Forestry Commission

REFERENCE NUMBER

PC017

AUDIENCE

Children and young people
Parents

DATE

2006

METHODOLOGY

Investigation into play in natural settings

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS

Information not available

KEY FINDINGS

General findings
 Confirmed children’s appetite for nature and
outdoors
 Children like challenge and adventure
 Value of targeting groups of children that
rarely or never visit woodland settings to
explore that would encourage them to come
and feel confident
Children and young people comments
 Enjoyed risk taking
 Liked outdoor activities
Parent’s comments
 Outdoor play opportunities priority as worried
about the impact of indoor, sedentary
lifestyles
 Addressing safety very important
Barriers to accessing sites
 Parental constraints
 Lack of activities (age specific)

RELEVANCE TO PLAY





DOCUMENT REFERENCE

Research specifically about play
Underlined importance of natural play
opportunities
Stressed importance safe play environments

Aylesbury Vale Play Strategy
Key need N3, N4, N5, N6
BLF APPLICATION PROJECT 3,4,5
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Appendix 4: References
Aylesbury Vale District Council – www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
Buckinghamshire County Council – www.buckscc.gov.uk
Bucks Community Action – www.bucks-comm-action.org.uk
Bucks County Council/ Bucks Early Years Development and Childcare (2006) Buckinghamshire Play and Recreation Policy for Children and Young People (Early
Years Bucks CC, Aylesbury)
Bucks Play Association – www.avpa.org.uk
Children’s Play Council (2006) - Planning for Play, (National Children’s Bureau, London)
DCMS (2004) - Getting Serious About Play: a review of children’s play, (DCMS,
London)
National Children’s Bureau – www.ncb.org.uk
National Institute for Clinical Excellence – www.nice.org.uk
National Playing Fields Association (2001) – The Six Acre Standard, (NPFA, London)
NPFA/ Children’s Play Council/ Playlink (2000) - Best Play: what provision should do
for children, (NPFA, London)
Play England – www.playengland.org.uk
RoSPA – www.rospaplaysafety.co.uk
The Forestry Commission – www.forestry.gov.uk/england
Tim Gill (2006) – Growing Adventure: Final report to the Forestry Commission,
(Forestry Commission, Bristol)
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AYLESBURY VALE PLAY PARTNERSHIP
c/o Leisure & Cultural Services, Aylesbury Vale District Council, 66 High Street, Aylesbury,
Bucks, HP20 1SD

The Aylesbury Vale Play Partnership is supported by:
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