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1  Introduction 

This management plan, produced by Aylesbury Vale District Council1 
(AVDC) outlines the management and maintenance practices for Bedgrove 
Park located in Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire. The initial management plan 
for the Park was compiled in 2005 and was produced to guide the Park’s 
development following public consultation with local residents and has been 
updated annually since then. This plan is a working document and as such 
will be reviewed and updated on an on-going basis.  
 
The management plan includes proposed improvements of facilities, 
structures, recreation, and the landscape as part of a master plan for the 
site. The aim is to create a modern park that is suited to the needs of a 
growing town and to retain Green Flag2 status following successful 
applications from 2009 through to 2018. 
 
Bedgrove Park is a valuable leisure resource that needs to be managed 
with great commitment and also great sensitivity. The purpose of this plan 
is to provide a guiding document that enables the council’s Environment 
Team, contractors, stakeholders, and residents to understand the 
significance of the park and the objectives of work and activities carried out 
within the Park. Bedgrove Park is one of the most important green spaces 
in Aylesbury and is being continually improved to meet the needs of a 
growing and changing community. It was officially opened by Dr. Roger Bannister in May 1972 as part of 
the Aylesbury Festival of Sport. A historical overview of the park can be found in Appendix 1. 

The Park has a modern feel accommodating sports and play facilities plus areas for informal recreation and 
wildlife. It provides the local community and visitors alike with an attractive outdoor green space, 
community centre, wildflower meadow and spinney - one of the few remaining areas of mature trees in 
Aylesbury. Since the installation of the new equipped play facilities in 2007 the Park continues to attract 
visitors from across the town and the football pitches encourage use from across the district.  

This document is set out to include location information and the eight themes of the Green Flag Award field 
assessment criteria including: 

 A Welcoming Place 
 Healthy, Safe and Secure 
 Clean and Well Maintained 
 Environmental Management 
 Conservation and Heritage 
 Community Involvement 
 Marketing and Communication 
 Management 

Within each of the above sections information is provided regarding the current situation, and where 
applicable proposed improvements. All proposals are covered in an action plan included on page 36 of this 
document. 

This plan is written with both current management practices and future aspirations in mind.

                                                      
1 URL: https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/  
2 URL: http://greenflagaward.org/Default.aspx 
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2  Location 

Bedgrove Park is the principal public open space in the Bedgrove Ward, an area with a relatively large local 
residential catchment of over 9,200 people. It is situated on the urban fringe, south-east side of Aylesbury, 
has excellent views of the Chiltern Hills and covers approximately 15 hectares. Figures 1 and 2 on page 4 
and 5 include a location map and site layout plan.  
 
Given its close proximity to the local school, community centre, churches, shops and residential dwellings, 
plus its football pitch provision, it attracts a wide variety of local and district wide users. The population of 
Aylesbury Vale has risen by 10.4% since 2011 to 193,113 in 2016 (ONS) making it the fifth highest rate of 
growth of any local authority in Great Britain, Aylesbury alone has a population of approximately 71,500 
which is just over 41% of the population of the district.  As residential developments in and around the town 
continue to grow, it is expected that the number of Park users will also rise which may lead to additional 
needs in terms of the amount and range of leisure provision.  
 
The management and development of the park is influenced by factors affecting the town and the wider 
district. Strategic, Legal and Planning information is provided in Appendix 2. 

Working in partnership with Buckinghamshire County Council3, AVDC have produced a set of demographic 
ward profiles for Aylesbury Vale, known as ‘A Classification of Residential Neighborhoods’ (ACORN). 
Bedgrove Ward is available in Appendix 3. This information provides an understanding of the area and 
helps the Council to guide future developments in the Park with respect to the amount and type of 
provision. 

 

 

                                                      
3 URL: https://www.buckscc.gov.uk/services/community/research/population/ 
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Figure 1: Location map 
 

 
Nearest Postcode: HP21 9TT 
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Figure 2: Site plan including location of activities and facilities  
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Figure 3: Map of Landscape Character Areas 
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3  A Welcoming Place 

Aim 

The Park will be a welcoming place, creating a positive and inviting park for all ages and abilities 

Objectives 

 To ensure access for all 
 To create an open and welcoming Park  
 To encourage more people to come to the Park   
 To encourage events that will aim to attract the 

whole community  
 To provide a range of facilities which are 

attractive and meet the needs of the local 
community 

 To benefit biodiversity 
 

Parks contribute in a significant way to the social, economic and environmental factors that influence quality 
of life in the community. A park that is well maintained and attractive can bring major benefits to the 
economy of a town by attracting business to the area, strengthening housing demand and prompting 
tourism. 

Bedgrove Park creates a green gateway to the wider countryside via existing public footpath networks. The 
park has 5 distinct character areas that cater for different user needs and these have been defined on the 
plan provided on page 6. Having a good range of character areas in the Park goes some way to meeting 
most users’ needs, consequently welcoming and encouraging them to use the park.   

Connectivity and Access 

The Park forms part of the Aylesbury Linear Park, linked via footpaths, greenways and Bedgrove Brook to 
other open spaces and play areas throughout the town, including The Paddock and Narbeth Drive to the 
north and the Round Aylesbury Walk and wider open countryside to the south.  

Paths of macadam and paving slab run through the park, the main thoroughfares being through the 
Spinney and from Finmere Crescent to the Community Centre. More recently however (in March 2016) and 
after consultation with Buckinghamshire County Council (BCC) and Bedgrove Residents and Community  
Association (BRCA), a main section of the previously well used but somewhat muddy BCC public right of 
way (AYL/29B/1) was made more accessible through the installation of a hard surfaced self binding gravel 
footpath. A further section of footpath was completed in spring 2018 through the wildflower meadow and 
the wooded area north east of the park further increasing access for all and encouraging use of the whole 
space throughout the year. Depending on future developments in the area, available funding and local 
support, we would like to see this path circumnavigate the remainder of the park.  
 
As the wildlife meadow area is managed by only cutting and clearing twice per year it is important that it is 
still inviting and accessible throughout the year, which is achieved through a series of planned mown paths, 
in addition to the newly installed hard surfaced footpath.  

The Park is inspected regularly to ensure that there are no access problems for all members of the 
community.  

The following sub sections provide information about each character area and how these have been 
developed and proposals for future improvements.  
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3.1  Character Area 1 – The Spinney and the Park’s Trees 

Bedgrove Spinney has existed since the 17th 
century, with old maps showing a woodland of mixed 
broadleaves and conifers with areas of willow at the 
north eastern end. It is mainly oak woodland with 
areas of new planting to increase its longevity, 
structure, and diversity. The mature oaks are a 
unique feature within Aylesbury, home to a variety of 
wildlife and a key heritage feature of the park.  
 
The Spinney has the greatest concentration of trees 
within the Park and natural regeneration has 
increased since localised grass cutting has been 
curtailed. The Spinney was originally intensively 
mown and cutting regimes were ceased in 2000 to enable a genuine ground flora to develop, together with 
the stacking of logs and deadwood to create wildlife habitats. Several ancient woodland indicator species 
returned but overall the result was disappointing. It was decided to plant appropriate woodland wildflowers 
to improve the diversity of the wood. Species such as Bluebells, Wood Anemone and Primrose were 
planted in the woodland in 2004, 2007 and 2009 to give the site the appearance of semi-natural woodland. 
These have had limited success due to the influence of compaction through trampling but have established 
well in some places. 
 
Substantial new planting using native, locally appropriate species, was carried out in winter 2003/2004. 
Tree planting and maintenance has taken place continually since this period by replacing any dead 
saplings, and height clearance pruning above footpaths for pedestrians is considered during regular site 
visits to the Park. In winter 2013 new planting in the northern part of the Spinney was carried out to extend 
the woodland and form a woodland edge habitat with shrub layer (see page 29 for more detail). Over time 
additional tree planting on the previously short mown grass areas on the edge of the spinney has 
significantly increased its size.  
 
The Spinney now supports around 18 common species of bird (including the Great Spotted Woodpecker, 
Long Tailed Tit and Goldfinch), various fungi (including Beefsteak) and at least 3 species of bat (including 
the Common Pipistrelle, Brown Long-eared and Daubenton’s). The bird and bat boxes within the woodland 
were painted and erected by volunteers and local school children.  
 
Bedgrove Brook is culverted through much of the open area of the Park, and then opens up through the 
Spinney where it passes through an old weir which has the potential to be made more attractive and 
accessible subject to funding and Environment Agency consent.  
 
Bedgrove Spinney will continue to be managed as native woodland for improved amenity and ecological 
values. The detail of tree management and works carried out is provided on page 24. 
 
Actions: 
 Planting of 180 whips including – Oak, small or large leaved lime, wild cherry, hazel, hornbeam and 

field maple 
 Planting of 2 x Oak (Quercus rober) and 2 x Maple (Acer campestre) 14-16cm cg 
 Plant wildflowers in the Spinney 
 Seek community volunteer to record the use of the Spinney by birds and bats 
 Maintain and/or refurbish existing footpaths and footbridges throughout the Spinney 
 Improve ecological value of Bedgrove Brook within Spinney 
 Clearance of vegetation along fence line of Bedgrove School within Spinney 
 Consider Management Plan for Spinney working closely with the Forestry Commission 
 Bird box improvements 
 Additional bulb planting 
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3.2  Character Area 2 – Formal and Informal Recreation Space 

Apart from the wildflower areas all other grass areas are 
mown 32 times per year and used for informal 
recreation. 
 
The previous play area for 2 to 12 year olds was sited to 
the rear of the Community Centre up until 2008; it was 
poorly located and prone to water logging and offered 
limited play value to 8-12 year olds. Given the play area 
required replacement it was a good opportunity to 
consider its relocation and bring it in line with current 
good practices to deliver quality play provision. In 2008 a 
new play area was installed by Timberplay using 
predominantly timber equipment set within creative landscaping to deliver a bespoke fully inclusive and 
playful place that can be enjoyed by the whole community. The new play area is located to the front of the 
Community Centre and adjacent to Bedgrove Infant School which has increased informal surveillance and 
provided better access for all. Within the play area which now covers a much larger area, traditional play is 
combined with sensory and imaginative play elements resulting in an innovative playful and spacious place 
able to accommodate various seating areas and ample space for picnics. Repairs were carried out in 2017 
on a number of items to replace rotten timber posts installed directly in to the ground as identified in the 
annual RoSPA inspections, these posts were replaced with steel feet.  

Following consultation with local young people to determine what they wanted in the park, teen play and 
fitness provision was installed near to the wild flower meadow where there was an existing basketball hoop 
and kick wall. The first phase for teen provision included an inclusive multi use games area with synthetic 
grass surfacing; this was funded by the Communities and Local Government grant in 2007. In 2008 the 
second phase was installed which included a range of inclusive teenage play equipment, a large dish 
roundabout, double swinging hammock and tractor tyre swing, all linked to a hard surface path to ensure 
good accessibility for all. Narcissus bulbs and Crocus bulbs have been planted within this Character Area. 

In 2012 the Bedgrove Residents’ and Community Association, AVDC Ward Councillors and the Community 
Spaces Team agreed to remove the teen shelter from the Park due to it attracting on-going issues of 
vandalism and to donate it to Bedgrove Junior School. AVDC’s grounds maintenance contractors carried 
out the works on behalf of AVDC which included re-installation, replacement of damaged panels and 
painting, with the school contributing towards the painting of the shelter. Working in partnership with 
Bedgrove Residents’ Association through 2014 saw the installation of a wheelchair accessible picnic table 
in the play area. A memorial bench was also installed in Bedgrove Spinney, both funded by the Residents’ 
Association. 

Actions: 
 Continue to monitor the combined street cleansing and ground maintenance contract to ensure high 

standards are maintained throughout the park  
 Improve signage throughout park, including all entrances 
 Consider additional litter bins throughout the park if required 
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3.3 Character Area 3 – Wildlife Meadow 

The meadow was formerly a pitch and putt area and was originally cut as 
short mown grass, following a decrease in demand for this activity it was 
converted to a wildflower meadow in 2000. During this period it was noted 
that it had a reasonable species diversity – particularly of grasses, so it 
was decided to try to create a wildflower meadow employing a 
combination of changing the management regime and adding appropriate 
wildflowers.   
 
The cutting regime was changed to two cuts (and clear) per annum, 
carried out in July and late September/early October to simulate hay cut; 
benefiting conditions for wildflowers by removing grass when nutrient 
levels peak within the sward. Since introducing these changes the 
meadow has developed into an important feature within the Park having a 
very positive effect on wildlife, particularly butterflies and insects.  
 
The development of the meadows is aided by a grant of Higher Level 
Stewardship (HLS) from Natural England. This will see £200 per hectare 
go towards the continued beneficial management, as well as 100% grant 
for the introduction of more wildflowers. 
 
Thousands of additional wildflowers have been planted by local volunteers to enhance the diversity and 
population of wildflowers. An annual programme was established in 2008 consisting of 2 autumn seeding 
sessions. Under the direction of the Ecology Officer, volunteers cut turfs and seeded them with wildflowers 
appropriate to the site. This included planting of the native snake’s-head fritillary bulbs, which were a 
traditional feature of the Vale, but which have been lost due to agricultural drainage. The annual display of 
these flowers is an attractive feature within the wildflower meadow. In addition to this, locally gathered 
Yellow Rattle has been established on site. This grass parasite is beneficial in its own right but also 
reduces the vigour of the grasses to the benefit of wildflowers. It is now sufficiently established to be able to 
harvest it and spread on other council run wildflower meadows. Common Knapweed, Ox-eye Daisy, Bird’s 
foot Trefoil, Cowslip, Meadow Cranesbill and Great Burnet are also steadily colonising the meadow.  
 
The hay meadow management is starting to have unexpected results with the flowering of a group of Green 
Winged Orchids (image above) in 2013. This species is found at only a handful of sites in the county and 
how it got to Bedgrove is unknown, but it has been able to flower because of the management regime. 
 
Local school children have been heavily involved on the site, planting flowers and designing the 
interpretation board located at the entrance of the meadow. The hedgerow around the meadow was 
originally a non native ornamental but this has now been replaced with a native species rich hedge in order 
to have greater benefit for wildlife.  
 
Additional tree planting in parts of the meadow is planned. Sites will be carefully chosen by our Ecologist 
and tree officers to avoid disturbing the wild flower rich areas and to keep views towards the Chilterns open 
by leaving large glades open. Tree planting will add interest for walkers and create sheltered areas to 
attract wildlife. A hard surface footpath and seating has been installed through the meadow increasing 
access for all and encouraging users of the park to explore and relax within the meadow. Grass walkways 
are also regularly mown through the longer grass to provide further access. 
 
The Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Local Biodiversity Action Plan4 (BAP) identified objectives for 
priority habitats and species in Buckinghamshire. These principles are accepted by the council. Particular 
action points for urban habitats include: 

                                                      
4 URL: https://bucksmknep.co.uk/projects/forward-to-2020-biodiversity-action/ 
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 Introduce conservation management regimes to public open spaces and parks where appropriate, 
for example habitat sensitive grass cutting and tree planting. 

 Promote sensitive management of and a reduction in pollution of watercourses and adjacent land. 
 Identify and enhance a network of wildlife corridors through urban areas, including links to the wider 

countryside and protect them through the planning process. 
 

Actions: 
 Review wildlife and planting areas and how they can be enhanced to promote biodiversity to park 

users 
 Continue to manage wildflower meadow to HLS Agreement  
 Plant additional wildflowers in the meadow (VCV) - main priority along edges of new footpath 
 Seek a community volunteer to record the wildlife associated with the wildflower meadow 
 Consider further ways to highlight opportunities for others to become involved in biodiversity works 

 

 

  
Wildflower Meadow  May 2018 
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3.4  Character Area 4 – Sports Pitches 

This area comprises 3 adult pitches; this is also a very popular recreational area for dog walking where the 
perimeter of the park is often used. A hedge line along the eastern side divides this area with the wildflower 
meadow with gaps in the hedge line allowing for access through the meadow. To the north of this section is 
a mounded area that divides the car park from the grassed area and this is often used by people sitting 
watching the football or just resting on. Trees dominate the eastern sector of this boundary, future tree 
planting will continue around the boundary of this area especially to the south where a small copse has 
recently been planted. The north western section contains a small pond area which is fed by the culverted 
Bedgrove Brook, the pond area comprises of stepping stones and this water feature is widely used by 
children pond dipping.  
 
Working with the Environment Agency, AVDC would like to assess the potential to improve the ecological 
value of the Brook and pond, including the option to de-culvert the stream. This would also improve the 
appearance of the Park, create an attractive feature and help to address flood risk. A feasibility study will 
need to be completed to assess the costs of such a scheme.   
 
Seating is provided at different points around the perimeter. The large areas of the Park with short grass 
and scattered trees have limited wildlife value, but offer a parkland area for informal and formal recreation 
that contributes to the local amenities of the area. Crocus bulbs have been planted along the footpath in 
this Character Area. 
 
In 2012 performance targets for pitch usage were set to review AVDC’s pitch provision over demand. This 
was set up to monitor each individual pitch hired and to help assist in the future management of pitch 
provision. After reviewing the provision of football pitches within Aylesbury 1 adult football pitch was 
removed from Bedgrove in 2014 and a further junior pitch was removed and relocated to another site in 
Aylesbury in 2016. Such pitch provision over demand will continue to be monitored and the levels of 
provision adjusted accordingly. 
 
The playing pitches are managed to an Institute of Groundsmanship (IOG) standard level of 
maintenance by John O’Conner’s. An integrated horticulture and street cleansing contract 
was procured by the council in 2012 and commenced in January 2013. As part of this the 
specification for the management of the pitches was reviewed to ensure that the most cost effective 
approach is taken which enables the council to maintain the high standard and maintain the levels of 
customer satisfaction. Pitches and bookings are processed by the contractor on their booking system; 
bookings can be made at  https://spb.johnoconner.co.uk/ 
  
Usage figures for the football pitches are as below:  

  
Season No. Of Games Played 

2013/2014 194 Games 
2014/2015 194 Games 
2015/2016 168 Games 
2016/2017 113 Games 
2017/2018 94 Games 

 
Actions: 
 Consider feasibility study for the de-culverting of the Bedgrove Brook within the park 
 Improve ecological value of pond area at entrance of Park 
 Continue to monitor the contractors pitch booking system to ensure high levels of customer care are 

maintained  
 Assess demand and potential implementation of a hard surfaced path around remaining park 

perimeter, to increase access and use throughout the park 
 Continue review of sports pitch usage and provision 
 Update of Playing Pitch Strategy – due for completion March/April 2019 
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3.5 Character Area 5 – Built Facilities and Car Park 

Accessed from the main driveway this area is dominated by the Community Centre. Bedgrove Community 
Centre is one part of a purpose built centre housing not just a community centre but pavilion/changing 
rooms and public toilets. The property is situated to the west end of Bedgrove Park with vehicular and 
pedestrian access via Grassmere through Ambleside, a mainly residential area. The premises were built 
circa 1970 and have been altered and extended over the years. The management of the centre is overseen 
by the Community Leisure Manager. The community centre comprises of an entrance foyer, main hall, 
kitchen area, bar area, store rooms, cleaner’s cupboards and male, female and disabled persons toilets. It 
is used by the local play group, various community groups and individuals. In 2007 hirers of the Community 
Centre requested an outside area to be made available and the rear of the building was enclosed and 
paved to facilitate this provision. A defibrillator was installed on the outside of the building in 2018 and was 
funded by a local football team Bedgrove Dynamos through the Tesco in-store fund raising scheme. 
 
The house next to the Community Centre (Acorns House) was occupied by the Community Centre 
Development Officer up until autumn 2014 but is currently let to an alternative AVDC member of staff.   
 
The floodlit Formal Sports Area closed in September 2016 as the repairs needed to ensure it could be 
safely used for football, netball and tennis were financially prohibited. The existing hirers were all found 
alternative facilities in Aylesbury Town. Following public consultation in 2018 with local residents and 
stakeholders it’s proposed the courts will be resurfaced and marked out for tennis, providing three courts in 
total. In order to avoid the administration cost of a booking system and to promote health and well being, 
these will be provided free of charge to use. A fair usage policy will be put in place through on site signage. 
The court nearest to the Community Centre will be separately fenced off, enabling it to be used by 
Community Centre customers when required e.g. the pre school. This separate court could also be marked 
out for informal netball practice, should there be a demand. Works are planned for 2019. 
 
Parking is for general use of the Park and Community Centre with no charge. At peak times during football 
games and at both ends of a school day the car park becomes extremely busy for a short period of time.  It 
is particularly a problem with cars parked along Ambleside and at the Park entrance road. An increase in 
car parking bays is unlikely to solve the problem and would reduce the visual appearance of the Park. 
Rather than extend the car park, park users will be encouraged to travel to the Park by foot or bicycle; cycle 
racks are provided outside the Community Centre. After consulting the County Council about restricting the 
parking along Ambleside there is no future plan to place parking restrictions in this area.  
 
Information regarding Bedgrove Community Centre and what’s on can be found at -  
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/bedgrove-park-community-centre 
 
 
Actions: 
 Improvement works and re-opening of Formal Sports Area 
 Continue to promote sustainable forms of travel to the Park and review the use of cycle racks to 

ensure there is sufficient provision 
 Access improvements to worn informal entrance by car park and toilet block 
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4 Healthy, Safe and Secure 

Aim 
 
The park will be healthy, safe and secure for all members of the community 
 
Objectives 
 
 To ensure that all Park users feel safe and secure 
 To actively engage with the public and encourage 

acceptable behaviour  
 To ensure that health and safety is managed by 

AVDC 
 To ensure that the external contractors are managing 

health and safety relevant to them 
 
Health and Safety 

Aylesbury Vale District Council has a comprehensive health and safety policy, distributed to all services 
and is designed to ensure that the council meets its legal duties. The information contained includes: The 
Health and Safety Policy, Health and Safety Procedures including who is responsible for what, Supporting 
information and guidance, Generic risk assessments and Fire risk assessments. Relevant parts of the 
policy are included in the maintenance contracts and are monitored by officers. Contractors have their own 
health and safety policies. 
 
AVDC aims to create a sense of security for visitors to the park. The Park ideally should always feel secure 
for members of the community to use, it is open to pedestrians throughout the year. 
 
The site is visited daily by the contractors who carry out bin emptying and opening and cleaning of the 
public toilets. All park facilities are regularly inspected by council officers and grounds maintenance staff to 
ensure that they are safe to use. 
 
Play equipment is checked weekly as part of the grounds maintenance contract. An independent 
assessment of the play equipment is carried out by The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents5 
(RoSPA) annually and any actions identified are implemented by the Street Cleansing and Horticulture 
Team working with the grounds maintenance contractors. An example of the ROSPA safety report for 2018 
can be found in Appendix 6.  
 
A site specific Risk Assessment was carried out by RoSPA in 2017 which identified a number of low risk 
areas within the park, some with recommended actions which have either been implemented or which form 
part of future planned maintenance works. Risk Assessments are carried out every 3 years. 
 
The grounds maintenance contractors inspect the sports pitch area once a week throughout the football 
season from August to May. 
 
Health and Safety policies for the Park are available for its different activities, e.g. maintenance, events, 
construction and tree works. These are updated by the officer in charge of the given area. Any concerns or 
incidents are directed to AVDC’s Health and Safety Officer.  
 
Risk assessments/method statements for all items in the joint contract are in place and available 
electronically from the contractors; this includes litter picking, grass cutting operations and various other 
operations throughout the park. 
 
Where community groups such as Vale Countryside Volunteers are involved in practical works in the Park, 
these are subject to a specific risk assessment and volunteers are managed accordingly. 

                                                      
5 URL: http://www.rospa.com  
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A combination of boulders, sleepers, and tree planting currently prevent unauthorised vehicle access onto 
the Park. Sliding barriers have been installed to assist the horticultural contractor to access the site to carry 
out maintenance work. 

Community Safety  

A programme of activities will seek to encourage positive behaviour in public places and to provide a 
positive means of addressing the link between a lack of activities for the teenage group and anti-social 
behaviour. The provision of facilities for 13-19 year olds is supported by the Thames Valley Police. This 
supports the Community Safety Strategy6 which includes targets to reduce crime and anti-social behaviour. 
Any future facilities would only be implemented following a thorough consultation process with young 
people and local residents. This would be achieved through consultation with schools, clubs and resident 
association groups.   
  
Any anti social behaviour is monitored and recorded by the Communities Department; serious incidents are 
reported to Thames Valley Police. No drink zones were established in the park in July 2008 as well as 
across all AVDC Parks and open spaces. AVDC was experiencing alcohol related anti social behaviour on 
some of the public open spaces within the town. After consulting the Police the authority decided to apply 
for an ‘Alcohol Consumption in Designated Public Places Order’ for all large public open spaces. The 
decision was taken to include all large open spaces within the town as this would stop the anti social 
behaviour migrating to other areas that were not included in the Order. Arising from changes in legislation 
the DPPO has now been replaced by Public Space Protection Orders (PSPO). 

It is an offence not to comply with a request from a police officer, PCSO or any other authorised officer to 
cease drinking or surrender alcohol in an area subject to the order. Alcohol can be confiscated and 
disposed of. Failure to comply is an offence and can result in a fine of up to £500 in the Magistrates' Court 
or can be dealt with by issuing a Fixed Penalty Notice of £100. 
 
Bedgrove Park is patrolled on a regular basis by PCSO’s to deal with any incidents that may occur and to 
offer an onsite presence. CCTV is located on the pavilion and Community Centre. 
 
The majority of the Park has good natural surveillance from surrounding houses and the location of the 
Community Centre and school. Sight lines have been maintained and the council’s Community Safety 
Team who liaised with the police were consulted on the installation of the new play facilities within the Park. 
Future tree planting will take into account sight lines.  
 
Neighbourhood Action Group Meetings are usually held every eight weeks and topics discussed include 
neighbourhood disputes, criminal damage and anti-social behaviour. Policing Teams also host Have Your 
Say Meetings in the area where people can come along and discuss anything that is an issue within the 
neighbourhood. This is an opportunity for residents of the area to meet local officers. The AVDC member of 
staff currently renting the house next to the Community Centre (Acorns House) provides additional eyes 
and ears and a familiar face of the council to regular visitors.  
 
A copy of the park’s Bylaws can be found in Appendix 4. 
  
Lighting 

The Community Centre and car park are lit during the hours of darkness; lighting exists along the driveway 
to the car park which creates a safe walking and driving route at night when the facilities are in use. There 
has been no need identified for further lighting in the Park. 
 
Actions: 
 Continue to monitor the RoSPA Open Space risk assessments and ensure recommendations are 

addressed 
 Continue to monitor the annual RoSPA Play assessments and ensure that recommendations are 

addressed 

                                                      
6 URL: https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/community-safety-partnership-news-and-events  
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5 Clean and Well Maintained 

Aim 
 
The park will be clean and well maintained through the management 
of the external contracts and review of specifications to ensure high 
quality is achieved 
 
Objectives 
 
 To reduce the amount of litter left on the ground  
 To reduce vandalism  
 To ensure that the park, its infrastructure and its facilities are managed to a high standard  
 To reduce incidents of dog fouling 
 To ensure consistent, high quality maintenance across the whole site 
 To ensure the Park is maintained to benefit biodiversity 

 
The Park is cleaned, litter picked and litter bins emptied by the contractor daily.  
 
The litter specification for the park includes the sweeping of all access ways, roadways, parking areas, 
footways, and other hard surfaced areas frequented by pedestrians. Removal of litter from all grass 
surfaces and shrub beds is included. Weeds growing on hard surfaced areas are also treated as litter. The 
contractors should maintain the required standard of cleanliness throughout the contract year. The park will 
have greater level of usage both in particular areas and on a seasonal basis, especially during the summer 
months, the contractors ensure that their working arrangements take into account factors that give rise to 
requirement and should apply more resources or higher frequencies at particular times.  
 
All graffiti which is obscene in its nature is removed by our grounds maintenance operatives with almost 
immediate effect. Minor graffiti such as marker pen tagging is usually cleaned within 24hrs. Vandalism and 
fly tipping is also dealt with within 48 hours. 
 
Dog fouling7 is monitored by the joint grounds maintenance contractors and dog wardens help to enforce 
the law. From April 2013 dog bin emptying has been part of the joint contract and will be emptied once a 
week in the winter, twice a week in the summer and whenever necessary. The number of dog waste bins 
(6) is sufficient for the size of the Park and no issues have been raised by contractors who empty the bins.  
 
Grounds Maintenance 
 
The Park is maintained through a joint external grounds maintenance contract, currently with SUEZ UK8 
and John O’Conner Grounds Maintenance Ltd, (JOC)9. The contract officially commenced on Monday, 21 
January, 2013, and will run until January 2020.  
 
The integrated contract arrangement will see the council make annual savings of around £180,000 while 
delivering improved, more efficient services for local residents. In addition to these savings, the council also 
managed to secure additional value through funded apprenticeships and work experience placements, 
‘Envirocrime’ campaigns in schools, and the provision of innovative information technology systems to 
monitor the standards of cleanliness and grounds maintenance.  
 
With the contract coming to an end in January 2020, work commenced at the beginning of 2018 exploring 
and evaluating options on how these services can be delivered going forward. These services play a vital 
role within the district and include many statutory functions which are highly visible to the public. 
Throughout the process the drivers for change have been to provide high quality services balanced with 
                                                      
7 URL: https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/responsible-dog-ownership 
8 URL: http://www.sita.co.uk/ 
9 URL: http://www.johnoconner.co.uk/ 
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cost, and to have a delivery model which allows for maximum flexibility. The decision was made to bring 
both of these service areas in-house as this option would best meet the councils strategic objectives. Over 
the next 12 months AVDC will develop a series of activities to ensure business continuity and every effort 
will be made to ensure there is no negative impact to service standards. 
 
The Street Cleansing and Horticulture Team oversees the maintenance of the Park and monitors the 
delivery of the contract specification, condition of infrastructure and liaises with the grounds maintenance 
contractor. This is achieved by the implementation of weekly combined inspections being carried out 
between AVDC and the grounds maintenance supervisor along with the grounds maintenance operative 
recording tasks to be undertaken on specific days/weeks/months of the year. 
 
Inspections of the park are recorded digitally and include comments on cleanliness, works completed, 
works not completed, and the standard of maintenance.  
 
Fortnightly meetings between the Street Cleansing and Horticulture Team and the Contract Manager of 
SUEZ UK and John O’Conner’s Ltd raise awareness of any potential management issues and gives the 
opportunity for both parties to pass on information that may affect the upkeep of the Park, e.g. upcoming 
events, capital projects, etc. If the specification is not met, this is raised formally through the contractor’s 
internet based customer care system. Where action is not taken or breaches of contract occur, AVDC can 
issue a default with financial penalties.  
 
The joint Street Cleansing and Horticulture contract is continually reviewed to ensure it’s as efficient as 
possible. Since April 2013 a Unibase online system has been adopted which allows both the contractor and 
AVDC to share information in real time. This allows for Variation Orders (VO’s), inspection monitoring of the 
play areas and customer care issues. 
 
Horticultural correct methods are applied by the grounds maintenance staff and John O’Conner encourages 
all staff to undertake training qualifications. All contractor machinery engaged in park maintenance must be 
correctly maintained and have safety guards in place. Fuels are stored off site, in a safe place and bunded 
to avoid leakage. We try to keep park vehicle movement to a minimum, all access points are gated and 
locked. All contract personnel are trained in the safe operation of equipment before being permitted to use 
it. They are provided with, and must wear, personal protective equipment. All contractor staff working within 
the park are easily identifiable wearing fluorescent orange outfits. 
 
The main maintenance features in the park are -  

 Grass Cutting: The grass is currently mown 32 times per annum and if required during the winter 
months. All arising’s are scattered and as the frequency of operations is high there is minimal build-
up of grass cuttings.  

 Conservation grass cutting: The conservation grass cut is carried out twice per annum in 
June/July and September/October. The arising’s are removed from site and thistles docs etc. are 
removed as and when required. The conservation border has in recent years been planted up with 
native wildflowers in order to further increase its value. The management of the wildflower areas is 
guided by the Council’s Ecology Officer.  

 Informal footpaths through Meadow: The Meadow footpaths are currently mown 13 times per 
annum. 

 Football pitches: These are maintained throughout the football season and marked out weekly, 
spiked and brushed regularly throughout the season, they are verti-drained and dressed towards 
the end of the season, at the end of the season all pitches are seeded and renovated in order to 
provide a good playing surface for the new season. Pitch measurements are 95m x 55m. Prior to 
football fixtures the SUEZ UK/John O'Conner sports attendant is also required to ensure the pitches 
are clean. 

 Litter Picking: The Park is litter picked daily, and at higher frequencies during busier periods. 
 Play Areas (including teen area and MUGA): Inspected weekly by contractor and cleansed daily, 

cleansing involves wiping down all equipment and litter picking. 
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 Trees: Inspected by the Council’s Tree Officer on a regular programme; new tree planting projects 
are identified by the Tree Officer in consultation with local residents and the Environment Team. 
Work orders are raised by the Tree Officers and are carried out by the contractor’s tree team. 
Further detail is provided under the ‘Conservation & Heritage’ section. 

More information about the joint contract can be found on the John O’Conner microsite, this shows details 
of the management team, contact details, services provided, achievements, community involvement and 
sustainability. Please visit - http://www.johnoconner.co.uk/our-clients/aylesbury-vale-district-council 

The horticultural operations and maintenance regimes carried out at Bedgrove Park by the Council’s 
contractor are shown in more detail in Appendix 7.
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Figure 4: Bedgrove Park Maintenance Operations Plan 
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Figure 5: The Spinney Maintenance Operations Plan 

 

 
 

 The Spinney: The grass cutting regime was altered to allow trees and undergrowth to regenerate in the northern part of the woodland. Current grass 
cutting was preventing natural regeneration which is harmful to the continued survival of the woodland in future decades. It’s now cut 6 times a year on 
a low maintenance cut.
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Seating Areas and Bins 

The majority of the cast iron benches have been publically donated by the Bedgrove Residents and 
Community Association. A number of green oak back bench with arms were installed along the footpath 
through the meadow after consultation with local residents. Provision of benches will be monitored and 
existing benches restored as and when required as part of the on going maintenance work to improve and 
enhance the facilities of the Park. Commemorative bench and tree applications are forwarded to the 
Environment Team who consider appropriate locations bearing in mind the context and character of the 
park. 
 
There are currently 3 litter bins in the play area and 4 in the wider Park. The bins are all of the same design 
(Ollerton) and are emptied daily. Litter bin provision will continue to be monitored by contractors and 
officers. 
 
Buildings and other infrastructure 

The public conveniences located to the right of the community centre are maintained on a daily basis. The 
facilities are cleansed and monitored via AVDC’s Street Cleansing and Horticulture Team who manage the 
cleaning contract for all public conveniences under AVDC’s responsibility. 
 
Building maintenance for the Community Centre, pavilion/changing rooms and toilets within the park is the 
responsibility of AVDC’s Property Services Team who manage the maintenance contracts that are attached 
to them. Salisbury Facilities Management Limited are contracted to carry out planned maintenance and 
repairs as required. Greenflow maintain the urinal watersavers in all buildings, Wallgate Ltd manage the 
drying appliances and Shield remove any graffiti from the buildings. 

The training courts were originally managed as part of the community centre but following the closure of the 
courts they are now the responsibility of the Environment Team, works are due to commence in 2019 to re-
open the courts for informal use. 

Repairs undertaken at the Community Centre in August 2016 included sanding and resealing the main hall 
floor, replacement of one section of flat roofing and redecoration work in the main hall and foyer. 
 
The Condition Survey Report and Ten Year Maintenance Plan for Bedgrove Community Centre can be 
found in Appendix 8. 

Footpath conditions are now monitored on a regular basis. Any repairs that need to be carried out are 
assessed on their risk to safety and prioritised accordingly from existing budgets. 

Building Owner Lease Management 

Community Centre AVDC No Routine Maintenance 

Pavilion/changing rooms AVDC No Routine Maintenance 

Toilets AVDC No Routine Maintenance 

Training Courts AVDC No Routine Maintenance 
 

Actions: 
 Continue to work on bringing the Street Cleansing and Horticultural service in-house when the 

current contract comes to an end in January 2020 
 Review maintenance of site in terms of ecology and tree protection i.e. grass cutting frequencies 

around trees 
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6 Environmental Management 

Aim 
 
The park will be managed and maintained using environmental best practice and demonstrate that 
informed choices have been made and are regularly reviewed. 
 
Objectives 
 
 Pesticide use should be reduced and used only when absolutely necessary and justified  
 To avoid where possible the use of horticultural peat  
 Green waste arising from the Park should be recycled  
 To reduce the carbon footprint of the Park 
 To reduce water consumption 
 To encourage wildlife to the Park  
 To encourage the use of sustainable planting schemes 

 
The joint contract partnership provides savings over what were previously two separate contracts by more 
efficient use of vehicles, machinery, staff, admin and other resources. The main challenge was the 
integration of the two contracts and merging of two previously separate AVDC teams, however the outcome 
has been increased efficiency and year on year savings for the Council. The joint contract operates to ISO 
standards for Environmental Management (ISO 14001) and Quality Management (ISO 9001).  

Recycling facilities were previously provided in the car park, but in 2013 the paper and cardboard recycling 
banks were removed, and in 2014 the remaining glass and plastic recycling banks were removed; this was 
because AVDC’s new household recycling service was such a success that the banks became no longer 
cost effective. In June 2014 textile recycling banks were installed in the Community Centre car park 
working in partnership with the Salvation Army. AVDC aims to recycle 60 per cent of the district’s waste by 
2020. 

The Community Centre has installed double glazing throughout the building and LED lighting was installed 
in 2015 as part of on-going energy saving measures. The street lamp bulbs on the driveway to the 
Community Centre have also been replaced with LED lamps. 
 
Materials and Resources 

All green waste material is taken off site and taken to the Buckingham Compost Facility an on farm green 
waste recycling site located in Maids Moreton, just north of Buckingham. The material is screened once per 
annum and recycled into woodchip mulch and used on beds within Aylesbury Vale. Materials arising from 
vegetation clearances and tree works are re-used on-site for invertebrate habitats or recycled into 
woodchip. 
 
Standing deadwood is left (where safe) to create invertebrate habitats within the Spinney and Meadow. 
This plays a key role in ecosystem functioning and productivity in terrestrial and riparian habitats and 
provides habitats for many species. Logpiles have also been created in a number of character areas to 
create further habitats for a variety of species. 
 
The wildlife meadow will continue to be managed to benefit biodiversity and will be developed by planting 
further trees and wild flowers, guided by the Council’s Ecology and Tree Officers. 
 
The horticultural contractor is prohibited from using peat wherever practically possible and must use a 
medium that is from a sustainable source. Plants are currently selected from peat free growers and will 
continue to be sourced from such. 
 
All street furniture installed within the Park will be Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certified. 
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Pesticide use 

Pesticide is used in accordance with the legislation and is only used when necessary. Chemicals are stored 
by our contractor in accordance with the Health and Safety at Work Act, The Environmental Protection Act 
and COSHH regulations. Chemical usage forms are filled out each time a spraying operation is carried out. 
This records details of the spray operator, site location, amount of chemical used, name of chemical used 
and the weather conditions. The contractors hold copies and are available upon request. 

Non-residual herbicides are used; they include Glyphosate Total Weed Killer and 2,4-D. Chemicals are only 
used when absolutely necessary to control perennial weeds and disease. Football pitches are treated with 
2,4-D once per annum in late spring/early summer, to reduce the amount of weeds on the football pitches 
to promote grass growth and produce a better playing surface, the chemical used is Greenor, Fluroxypyr 
Clopyralid. 

For more information on Sustainability and how AVDC works towards tackling climate change please visit  
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/your-council-tackling-climate-change 
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7 Conservation and Heritage 

Aim 
 
Seek to conserve and enhance the parks heritage in its management and maintenance.  
 
Objectives 
 
 To ensure a coordinated approach to the 

conservation and management of the 
Park’s heritage 

 To conserve and enhance heritage 
features to a high standard 

 To investigate how the community values 
the Park’s heritage 

 To increase interest and understanding of 
the Park’s heritage 

 To raise awareness of the Park and its 
heritage 

 To improve the condition of trees 
 To increase the number of trees 

 
Conservation of the Landscape and Built Environment 

There are a number of features in the park that contribute to the conservation and heritage value. The 
intention is to retain these features and ensure they are maintained to a good standard, and where possible 
enhanced.  

The spinney of oak trees to the east of the park has been managed and enlarged to create a more diverse 
wildlife feature and attractive landscape feature for the future.  
 
The hedgerow around the meadow was originally a non native ornamental but this has now been replaced 
with a native species rich hedge in order to have greater benefit for wildlife. This established hedgerow is a 
key feature to the park. 
 
The Council has made adjustments within the horticultural contract so that certain parts of the Park are 
being managed to create wildflower rich areas. The development of the meadows has been recognised 
with a grant of Higher Level Stewardship from Natural England.  
 
The memorial plaque at the entrance will be restored as and when required, this was last restored in 2014. 
 
Trees 

AVDC’s Tree Management Strategy10 was reviewed and following public consultation was formally adopted 
in August 2009. The Tree Management Strategy sets out six fundamental policies to provide a coherent 
and effective strategy for the management of AVDC’s trees and woodlands. The Strategy is currently being 
updated and revised for 2018-2025. A single management plan for the Spinney which would be 
synchronised with other management plans will be considered for the future. 

Tree surveys and assessments are carried out within a 4-5 year cycle with full surveys being done on every 
tree. Ad hoc inspections and walk through inspections are carried out frequently by the Parks Tree Officer 
especially along the Spinney paths. If residents request future works to trees, routine inspections are 

                                                      
10 https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/TREES  
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carried out to assess requests and works schedules updated as required. A full list of trees recorded in the 
park can be found in Appendix 9.  

Planting opportunities within the main body of the Park are restricted by the location of the football pitches.  
 
Oaks are planted along the western side of the Park. This should, in time increase biodiversity and make 
divided areas feel more like one Park, rather than several discrete areas. Whip planting is largely around 
the perimeter and the meadow area. 
 
All future planting will be carefully planned to keep main vistas open and minimise shading and subsidence 
risks to adjacent properties. Where there is not enough space to plant oaks, suitable smaller native species 
will be planted.  
 
Since 2007 tree work has involved:  

 
 Extending the woodland by a plantation on the west side with native broadleaves and natural 

regeneration of aspen.  
 Decay detection work has been carried out on 6 of the oaks using ultrasound devices, 

(Arbasonic and Picus testing equipment).   
 Reduction of large dangerous poplar adjacent to school play ground.   
 Removal of dead branches and low branches over paths.   
 Increased planting of 16 semi-mature trees for landscape and cultural reasons by the playing 

pitches and new children’s play area.  
 Since February 2007, trees have been inspected and recorded during 15 site visits. 150 trees 

have been subject work schedules including young tree maintenance, tree surgery and felling.  
 In 2007, semi-mature oak trees were planted to create a linear feature by the Community 

Centre. More oaks have also been established along the western boundary of the park. Three 
poplars in the park centre which were shedding dangerously large limbs have been replaced 
with semi-mature oaks. 

 In 2008 further semi-mature tree planting took place in and around the new children’s play 
area. 

 In July 2009 the resurveying of trees within the Park commenced and was completed in the 
autumn of 2010. The tree work schedules generated from this survey work have been 
prioritised by the tree officer and will be carried out accordingly.  

 In March 2010 three hybrid black poplars located in the centre of the Park were felled because 
monitoring and inspections showed 10 instances of the shedding of limbs since 1997 and 
potentially could cause serious injury to users of the Park. Following public consultation three 
oak trees have been planted as replacements in 2010. 

 2011 a number of field maples and oak trees were planted around the play area as part of the 
on-going tree planting of the Park following public consultation in August 2011. 

 2012 Higher priority works for 32 trees in the park to improve safety and form of retained 
trees. 

 2012 Including routine scheduled tree works on 62 trees within the park. 
 2012 Poplars posing a threat of subsidence or collapse to school have been felled and further 

sycamores felled to promote native species of tree cover. Volunteer labour was used to 
remove sycamore saplings. 

 2013 Tree planting was carried out in winter 2013 with 250 trees being planted consisting of 
Oak with the occasional Field Maple, Hawthorn, Hazel and Holly. (page 29) 

 2017/18 – Routine scheduled works on 15 trees within the main park and 21 trees within the 
Spinney 
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8 Community involvement 

Aim 
 
To involve the community to ensure that access for all is encouraged and barriers to access are addressed 
 
Objectives 
 
 Capital changes and activities must be based upon community needs and wishes 
 To empower and engage the local community 
 To ensure that consultation is representative and inclusive 
 To identify patterns of use and under-represented groups 
 To address barriers to access 
 To encourage greater use of the Park 
 To support successful events 
 To increase the audience base 

 
The Park Community 

The council works closely with the local community to manage and improve the Park. We work with a 
variety of community organisations including Bedgrove Residents and Community Association (BRCA) 
which has around 1200 members on the estate and the committee aims to represent them on local issues. 
They have a magazine which is distributed to members keeping them up to date with local news and 
events. 
 
Stakeholders for Bedgrove Park have been consulted on the development of the park and continue to be 
consulted with when new projects are planned; these can be found in Appendix 10. Considerable public 
engagement has taken place with the local community over the site improvements to the Park with articles 
in the Bedgrove Residents’ Association newsletter, as well as site notices and press articles. A summary of 
consultations carried out can be found in Appendix 11.  
 
AVDC will continue to gain up-to-date feedback from the local community and park users which will be 
used to inform the future development of the park; face to face questionnaires will be handed out at events 
and to users of the Community Centre.  
 
Park Involvement and Events 

The Bedgrove Residents and Community Association (BRCA) have held a number of ‘Day on the Park’ 
family fun-days over the years; this event is a biannual event. The free entry event has been host to a wide 
variety of activities from face painting and craft stalls to crazy golf, go-karts and even helicopter rides. 11 
July 2009 saw the return of this event to the Park which proved to be a great success with £1,000 being 
split between two chosen charities. The 2011 Party in the Park was the celebration of 50 years of 
Bedgrove. Details can be found for the 2019 event on the BRCA website; http://www.bedgrove.org.uk/. 
 
Bedgrove Park (amongst others) was mapped by British Orienteering to use the Xplorer orienteering 
programme for children. AVDC have an agreement with Thames Valley Orienteering Club and British 
Orienteering to put on introductory events over three years. Some of these will be taking place in the park 
in 2017.  
 
Chiltern Forest School on Behalf of Bedgrove’s Busy Bees Pre-school regularly use the Spinney for Forest 
School Sessions.  
 
Soccer camps are held at Bedgrove Park for children aged 4 to 5 years of age and sessions for 6 to 8 
years old held from April to the July. Regiment Fitness Classes are held regularly throughout the spring and 
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summer on the open space. Power walking and jogging fitness classes (Buggy Jog) started in September 
2013, and run every Monday. 

Aylesbury health walks initiative started at Bedgrove Park in 2004, organised by officers from AVDC’s 
Green Spaces Team. In 2007 the health walk programme had grown considerably across the county and 
Buckinghamshire County Council became lead authority on this programme with AVDC contributing 
financially. The walks within Bedgrove estate take place every Tuesday and alternate Fridays and usually 
start at Jansel Square shopping centre. Further information can be found on the Buckinghamshire County 
Council website: https://www.buckscc.gov.uk/services/environment/exploring-the-countryside/simply-walk/ 

Two stats taken from audience members at National Play Day -   

• When asked how often they visited Aylesbury Parks, 43% of respondents said every week, 30% said 
once a month, 7% said less than once a month and 20% said rarely/never. 

• When asked if they would come more often to a park, 82% said they would if there were organised 
family activities, 72% said they would if there were organised activities for children e.g. sports, arts or 
nature, 44% said they would if there was a family pack to download or app before going to the park 
and 64% said they would if there were activity trails around the parks. Two additional comments were 
having young children activities or picnic events. 

From these stats it shows that events in parks and open spaces are vital in increasing the audience base. 

All those wishing to hold events in the Park apply for permission from AVDC’s Communities Team who 
designate an officer to ensure the events policy is adhered to and provide groups with any help they 
require. Event documents and information can be found at https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/organising-
event-avdc-land  
 
 
Event List for 2018 (2019 events to be confirmed) 
 

Date Event 

Wednesday morning for 6 weeks, June –
July, 9:30am – 11:30am 

Chiltern Forest School – Outdoor Learning Activities 

3 June Corpus Christi Procession held by Our Lady Lourdes Roman 
Catholic Church 

30 July Play at the Park – AVDC event 
 
 
Voluntary and Community Groups 

Vale Countryside Volunteers is a working party set up to care for and 
protect the wildlife and countryside of Aylesbury Vale.  
They carry out practical conservation work and related activities using 
traditional crafts and skills in a varied programme of habitat restoration 
and creation.  
 
VCV celebrated its ten year anniversary in 2013 and over the years have 
carried out a variety of work in a number of the Council’s parks. 
 
VCV volunteers have carried out the installation of wooden benches within the Park as well as gapping up 
the hedge adjacent to the wildlife meadow and wildflower planting. In 2012 eight VCV volunteers worked to 
cut and poison small sycamore seedlings and saplings through out the woodland. This project was 
overseen by the Tree Officers and the Biodiversity Team working together.  
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Working with the Residents Association mixed native hedge planting took place in 2014 to form a barrier to 
prevent further graffiti taking place on the boundary fencing and walls in the Spinney. 

Further events are planned for Bedgrove Park in 2019. 

A promotional leaflet for the Vale Countryside Volunteers and how to become involved in upcoming 
projects can be found in Appendix 12 or visit http://www.vcv.org.uk/ for more information. 

Purple4Polio Campaign 

In 2016 the Rotary Club of Aylesbury Hundreds, along with AVDC Chairman planted 5000 purple Crocus 
bulbs at the entrance to Bedgrove Park as part of the Purple4Polio campaign to raise awareness of polio. 
The Rotary Club will also be helping plant 180 native whips in the Spinney in 2019. 

Keep Britain Tidy – Great British Spring Clean  

Aylesbury Vale District Council continue to support National Campaigns including the Keep Britain Tidy 
Great British Spring Clean11 in 2018. AVDC help to support local events by providing a supply of bags while 
also arranging for all the litter that has been collected to be removed from a central location. Events will be 
planned again in 2019. 

Equality Act and Inclusion 

Accessibility throughout the Park is essential to comply with AVDC’s Equal Opportunities Policy.   
The Park is a relatively flat site with good connectivity from the Spinney and Finmere Crescent. The 
creation of the new hard surfaced circular path through the meadow allows opportunities for people with 
limited mobility to gain further access into the wider Park.  

A Play Area Access Audit and Play Value Assessment have been carried out by RoSPA and has been 
assessed as being acceptable for use by disabled people. The play area has scored as excellent for the 
overall site and the play value for the toddler, junior and teenage equipment assessed as good. A copy of 
the report can be found in Appendix 5. 

The Community Centre also offers facilities for people of all abilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
11 URL: https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/ 
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Community Tree Planting 2013 

A total of 29 volunteers from Bedgrove Residents and Community Association (BRCA), scouts, Aylesbury 
youth and Vale Countryside Volunteers (VCV) working with the council’s Green Spaces Team and 
Woodland Trust helped to plant 250 trees to link existing copses of trees, improving woodland cover and 
biodiversity in the park. 

The Woodland Trust provided the Oak, Rowan, Hazel, Sloe and Hawthorn which were fitted with mulches, 
rabbit guards and canes. Results of the expanded woodland plantation have been good with many of the 
trees thriving.  

The Community Tree Planting poster can be seen in Appendix 13. 

Figure 6: Plan of planted areas 

 

 
Actions: 
 Support programme of events and activities such as Keep Britain Tidy Great British Spring 

Clean/Love Parks Week and Active Bucks 
 Continue to inform local residents, Residents’ Association, Cllrs and other stakeholders of major 

project proposals and invite comment  
 Continue to support local groups for one off small projects such as bulb planting and tree planting  
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9 Marketing and Communication 

Aim 
 
To increase the understanding and appreciation of the Park and its heritage through interpretation, events 
and promotional activities 
 
Objectives  
 
 Increase the audience base using the park 
 Raise awareness of the Park and its heritage 
 Promote active participation 

 
Communications and Marketing oversees the 
marketing and promotion of the park. A programme 
of marketing activities has been produced and draws 
upon different techniques and marketing channels to 
attract hard to reach groups as well as the general 
park users. There is currently no specific marketing 
strategy for Bedgrove Park however there are a 
number of relevant key aims listed below to promote 
the park and events: 
 

 Promotion of Green Flag Awards for Vale Park Bedgrove Park and Heartlands (subject to success), 
through PR; website; branding; social media; flag raising ceremonies (Coincided with Love Parks 
Week) and communications to stakeholders and corporate publications 

 Update on the park’s key developments i.e. new projects 
 Promotion of changes to the horticulture and street cleansing services through PR; website and 

online channels; parish newsletters; corporate publications and internal communications 
 Promotion of Love Parks Week through targeted advertising, online channels, social media, print 

material and signage in Bedgrove Park 
 Promotion of the contractor and support the contractor’s marketing through online channels, PR; 

internal communications; corporate publications; social media, targeted advertising including Visit 
Buckinghamshire visitor guides 

 Agree programme of customer surveys for division and review existing research findings.  Inc. 
Customer Satisfaction surveys undertaken across the division. 

 Promotion of Vale Countryside Volunteers through PR, internal communications and online 
channels. 

 Review existing methods of marketing and continue to develop new and focused methods to attract 
young people  

 
Encouraging Park Use 
 
Key to the promotion of the Park is the update of information on the council’s website and events 
programme.   
 
All key leisure events, activities and projects are promoted through a range of AVDC publications, including 
the resident’s magazine, holiday activity publications, visitor guides and town centre partnership event 
guides. In addition, AVDC events are also promoted through partners’ publications such as Aylesbury Town 
Council’s resident’s magazine and parish communications. 
 
The Bedgrove Residents Association newsletter and website also have information regarding events and 
improvement works involving the park. 
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Information and Interpretation 
 
The Park’s noticeboard, which provides a detailed map showing the layout of the park and its facilities, is 
located on the wall of the pavilion; this also has the contact details of the council on and is updated 
regularly with information relating to the Park. Aylesbury Town Council has another noticeboard on the side 
of the Community Centre displaying up to date information on events – this is updated regularly by the 
Town Council. There is also a notice board that is used by the Community Centre to promote upcoming 
events and information. 
 
The wooden welcoming signs placed at various entrances into the Park provide a friendly and welcoming 
interpretation into the Park, these are now of an old design and are due for replacement. 
 
The only directional signage within the Park is for the public footpaths that serve to indicate the right of way 
and the Round Aylesbury Walk. 
 
The children’s play area has clear and prominent signage by the entrances to the play area outlining the 
age range of equipment and behaviour expected by users with contact details for the council. Signage is 
also situated on the teenage equipment facilities as well as on the multi-use games area (MUGA).  
 
There is an information board on the management and wildlife habitat of the Spinney located by the 
entrance to the woodland from the public car park area. An interpretation board has also been installed in 
the wildflower meadow. 
 
AVDC Webpages  

Bedgrove Park: http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/bedgrove-park 

All contact details can be found on this page. 

Parks and open spaces: https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/parks-centres-and-clubs   

The website is updated frequently and on here you can find out information regarding play areas, grass 
cutting, management plans, events and public toilets. 

The council web pages can also be used to report issues noted within all Parks and Open Spaces 
managed by AVDC. 
 

External Webpages 

Woodland Trust: https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/wood/?woodId=24718&woodName=bedgrove-
park 

http://www.bucksherald.co.uk/news/more-news/stepping-out-enjoy-vale-s-rich-park-life-as-holidays-come-
to-end-1-6265788 

Actions: 
 Review spread of information throughout the park e.g. notice boards 
 Celebrate projects and improvement works through press releases and official openings when 

appropriate 
 Consider sponsorship ideas for the park 
 Updating of the AVDC Bedgrove Park webpage 
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10 Management 

Aim 
 
Deliver good quality management and maintenance of the park through appropriate staffing and financial 
resources  

Objectives 

 To ensure a coordinated approach to the conservation and management of the Park’s heritage 
 To ensure good quality management and maintenance 
 Deliver good quality management and maintenance of the park through appropriate staffing and 

financial resources 

Standards of maintenance for the park are constantly reviewed to ensure that they always meet the 
expectations of the public. A balance has to be kept between the needs of sports users, the use of the park 
for informal activities and the needs of community event organisers.  

As funding and budgets for the park continue to decrease it is vital that the Environment Team is 
commercially aware, which includes it continually looking at new ways of working more efficiently, making 
savings and seeking new ways to generate income. 

Financial Management 

Bedgrove Park in Aylesbury is recharged as ‘Special Expenses’ to the Aylesbury Council tax payer. The 
finances for the park are managed as part of the wider council accounts, budgets are essentially set to 
cover core works provided by the integrated horticulture and street cleansing contract. 
 
There are separate budgets for one off works and repairs, any major improvements are generally funded 
through alternative sources such as Section 106 contributions and external funding where applicable. 
 
Bedgrove Community Centre has a separate budget managed by the Community Centre Manager. Income 
is sourced from the Community Centre and playing pitches.  
 
All financial transactions exceeding £250 are published on the AVDC website to comply with the Central 
Government’s Transparency Agenda. 
 
Decision Making 

The management and maintenance of the Park was overseen by the Green Spaces Team until January 
2012. Following a restructure in 2012 the horticulture contract and street cleansing client teams merged to 
form the ‘Community Spaces Team’ who procured an integrated contract that has become effective as of 
January 2013. The team retained the horticulture expertise required to monitor the horticulture works and 
also a project team focused on public engagement and delivering one off works including capital projects 
(costing, tendering and construction). Following a further restructure in 2016 the overall management of the 
park is now overseen by the Environment Team, this team take the strategic lead on green spaces and 
manage all project and improvement works to the park. The Street Cleansing and Horticulture Team 
continue to monitor our contractors against the contract specification. 

The Environment Team consist of an overall Team Manager, Senior Heritage Officer, Parks & Green 
Infrastructure Officer,  Parks Officer, 2 Ecologists, 2 Heritage Officers, 1 Parks Tree Officer, 1 Planning 
Tree Officer and 1 Pollution Officer. This team is based in Customer Fulfilment and has the overall 
responsibility for the management of the Park. 

The Street Cleansing and Horticulture Team originally came under Leisure Services but as of 2014 the 
team are managed under the Recycling and Waste Service.  
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The Environment Team works in partnership with various internal departments and external organisations 
in the management of the Park, the key ones include:  
 

 AVDC Communities – Community Safety, Sports, Arts, Events and Play Development, 
 AVDC Street Cleansing and Horticulture – Contract specification and monitoring for the park  
 AVDC  Landscape Architects  – design and master plan development 
 AVDC Property Services – building maintenance  
 John O’Conner Ltd & SUEZ joint contract - grounds maintenance and street cleansing. 
 Buckinghamshire County Council – Lighting, Rights of Way, Infrastructure 
 The Environment Agency (EA)  
 Aylesbury Town Council – Aylesbury in Bloom and Love Parks Week 
 Bedgrove Residents and Community Association (BRCA) 

 
The Team structure is shown below:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Actions: 
 Update Management Plan 
 Prepare Master Plan of capital investment and submit bids to AVDC capital S106 and external grant 

aid 
 Commercially aware - looking at ways to make savings and generate income while working more 

efficiently. 

Team Manager 

Aylesbury Vale District Council 

Environment Team 

Parks Tree Officer (vacant) 

Heritage Officers x 2 

Ecology Officer x 2 

Parks and Green 
Infrastructure Officer 

BEDGROVE PARK 

Parks Officer  

Advisory and Support Teams: Landscape Architects, Street Cleansing and Horticulture, Community 
Engagement, Environmental Health, Property Services, Planning, Legal and Estates, Marketing and 
Communication 

External: John O’Conner’s, ground maintenance and SUEZ UK Street Cleansing contractors 

Senior Heritage Officer 

Planning Tree Officer Pollution Officer 
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11 Vision 

This section of the Management Plan sets out Aylesbury Vale District Councils intentions and aspirations 
for Bedgrove Park over the next ten years. The council endeavours to manage Bedgrove Park to a good 
standard to keep it looking its best and to ensure the landscape, facilities, and buildings are well maintained 
to ensure longevity and customer satisfaction, while ensuring that the existing character of the park is 
retained. The aim is for Bedgrove Park to receive a Green Flag Award which will recognise the 
improvements and the measures taken to engage the local community to deliver their needs and wishes. 
The management objectives set out the overall aims for the park and should guide all decisions about 
maintenance and improvements of the park. 

11.1 Future Challenges and SWOT Analysis  

Before an action plan can be produced, it is necessary to carry out a SWOT analysis 

Strengths 

 Well used park, popular with visitors and local 
users, e.g. school children, football teams 

 Good links to housing estates, shopping centre 
and wider public footpath networks  

 Forms part of the strategic green infrastructure 
for Aylesbury – the Aylesbury Linear Park 

 Well equipped play facilities for mixed age 
ranges, e.g. play area, MUGA, teen play 

 The Spinney (Heritage of oak trees) and wildlife 
and good well established hedgerows. 

 Established wildlife/conservation meadow (HLS 
Scheme) 

 Football pitch provision 
 Toilet Facilities on outside of Community Centre 
 Community Centre 
 On site AVDC presence through tenant of Acorns 

House 
 Maintenance standards high, e.g. good standards 

of horticulture 
 Strong facility management 
 Car parking at community centre 
 Safe, clean and sustainable principles 
 Notice boards on community centre 
 Interpretation board for Spinney/Wild Flower 

Meadow 
 Active local community group – Bedgrove 

Residents’ and Community Association 
 Volunteering, e.g. VCV 
 Good open site for natural surveillance 

Weaknesses 

 Current lack of individual management plan for 
the Spinney – information is included in the Tree 
Strategy for the whole of AVDC 

 Wildlife surveys for site 
 Signage at entrance/exit points 
 Interpretation – e.g. biodiversity/heritage in wider 

park other than Spinney and Wild Flower 
Meadow 

 Dog fouling 
 ‘Bedgrove Agreement’ can impede future 

development projects 
 Resident opposition to change 
 Car parking congestion 
 Feeder road too narrow 
 Lack of mature trees in main park 
 Lack of history available  

 

Opportunities 

 Events venue – more community events  
 Provision of further sports facilities i.e. formal 

 

Threats 

 Funding cuts from central government could lead 
to lower standards of maintenance 
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courts re-opening 
 Species survey for birds and other wildlife, 

opportunity to engage volunteer recorder 
 Recycling within the wider park 
 Mobile catering/Concessions – e.g. using 

community centre when football being played 
 Better use of signage – target key access points  
 Advertising – banners  
 Sponsorship and public art – temporary exhibits 
 Water harvesting off community centre 
 Further volunteer opportunities 
 Sports tournaments for local groups or 

companies 
 Use of technology – e.g. Apps for information – 

interactive signage.  Webpage more informative. 
Text alerts 

 Development S106 monies generating funds for 
improvements 

 De-culverting of stream  
 Improving nature area around pond with wildlife 

planting and rustic seating  
 More footpaths around park perimeter and 

alongside stream if de-culverted 
 School links  
 User surveys/consultations carried out and used 

to inform Park improvements 
 New developments - Park increasing in size 

(Hampden Fields Development)  
 

 

 Lack of S106 funds from development during 
housing dip 

 Loss of green space through inappropriate 
development 

 Change in political support for open spaces 
investment 

 Local development placing increased demands 
on facilities, e.g. car park  

 Accidents – insurance claims – negative publicity 
 

 

 

 

11.2 The Action Plan 2019 – Onwards, Current and Future Actions  

The identified initiatives listed within the Action Plan will be implemented as resources become available 
and discussions progressed on issues that require further consideration. 

Input has come from a number of sources including:– from within the council, park users, local residents, 
Green Flag judges and other stakeholders. 

All actions are continually reviewed. 

Actions that have been completed can be found in Section 11.3 



Aylesbury Vale District Council 
 Environment Team – Bedgrove Park Management Plan 

 

    36 
 

Action  Who 
 

Date Funding/Comments 

A welcoming place    
Improvement works and re-opening of formal sports area Environment Team May 2019 Revenue Budget/S106 
Maintain and/or refurbish existing footpaths and footbridges throughout the Spinney  Environment Team 2020/21 AVDC Capital 
Improve signage throughout park, including all entrances Environment Team 2019/20 Revenue Budget 
Assess demand and potential implementation of a hard surfaced path around remaining 
park perimeter, to increase access and use throughout the park 

Environment Team / 
Residents Association  

TBC Revenue Budget/External 
Funding 

Access improvements to worn informal entrance by car park and toilet block Environment Team 2020 Revenue Budget 

Additional bulb planting  Environment Team 2019 Revenue Budget/ Volunteers 

Healthy, safe and secure     

Continue to monitor the annual ROSPA play assessment and ensure that 
recommendations are addressed  

Street Cleansing and 
Horticulture/ 

Environment Team 

On-Going, 
next full 

inspection 
April 2019 

Revenue Budgets 

Continue to monitor the RoSPA Open Space risk assessments and ensure that 
recommendations are addressed 

Environment Team On-Going, 
next full 

inspection 
April 2020 

Revenue Budgets 

Clean and well maintained     

Continue to monitor the combined street cleansing and ground maintenance contract to 
ensure high standards are maintained throughout the park 

Street Cleansing and 
Horticulture 

On-Going 
Revenue Budgets 

Continue review of sport pitch usage and provision including pavilion Environment Team May 2019 Revenue Budgets 
Continue to monitor the contractors pitch booking system to ensure high levels of 
customer care are maintained 

Street Cleansing and 
Horticulture 

On-Going 
Staff Time 

Review maintenance of site in terms of ecology and tree protection i.e. grass cutting 
frequencies around trees 

Environment Team 
April/May 

2019 
Revenue Budgets 

Consider additional litter bins throughout  the park if required 
Street Cleansing and 

Horticulture 
April 2019 

Revenue Budgets 

Clearance of vegetation along fence line of Bedgrove Schools within the Spinney 
Street Cleansing and 

Horticulture 
November 

2019 
Revenue Budgets 
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Continue work on bringing in the Street Cleansing and Horticultural service in-house 
when the current contract comes to an end 

Street Cleansing and 
Horticulture 

January 2020 
Staff Time 

Sustainability    

Plant wildflowers in the Spinney 
Environment 
Team/VCV  

2019/20 
VCV Volunteers 

Consider feasibility study for de-culverting the Bedgrove Brook within the park Environment Team/EA TBC EA/AVDC 

Improve ecological value of pond area at entrance of Park Environment Team/EA 2019/20 EA/AVDC 

Improve ecological value of Bedgrove Brook within Spinney Environment Team/EA TBC EA/AVDC 

Continue to manage wildflower meadow to HLS Agreement Environment Team On-Going AVDC/HLS Funding 

Plant additional wildflowers in the meadow – main priority along edges of new footpath 
Environment 
Team/VCV 

April 2019 
VCV Volunteers 

Review wildlife and planting areas and how they can be enhanced to promote 
biodiversity to park users 

Environment Team 
2019/20 

VCV/JOC 

Continue to promote sustainable forms of travel to the Park and review the use of cycle 
racks to ensure there is sufficient provision 

Environment 
Team/BCC 

On-Going 
Revenue Budgets/Website 

Conservation and Heritage    

Consider Management Plan for the Spinney working closely with the Forestry 
Commission  

Environment 
Team/Forestry 
Commission 

December 
2019 Staff Time 

Planting of 180 whips including – Oak, small or large leaved lime, wild cherry, hazel, 
hornbeam and field maple 

Environment 
Team/Volunteers 

January 2019 
Revenue Budgets 

Planting of 2 x oak (Quercus rober) and 2 x male (Acer campestre) 14 16cm cg Environment Team January 2019 Revenue Budgets 

Bird box improvements 
Environment 

Team/Volunteers 
2019 

Volunteers 

Community Involvement    

Seek community volunteer to record the use of the Spinney by birds and bats 
Environment 
Team/VCV 

2019/20 
Volunteers 

Seek a community volunteer to record the wildlife associated with the wildflower meadow 
Environment 
Team/VCV 

2019/20 
Volunteers 
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Consider further ways to highlight opportunities for others to become involved in 
biodiversity works. 
 

Environment 
Team/VCV 

2019/20 

Website/VCV 

Continue to inform local residents, Residents’ Association, Councillors  and other 
stakeholders of major project proposals and invite comment 

Environment Team 

 
 

On-Going Staff Time 

Support programme of events and activities such as Keep Britain Tidy Great British 
Spring Clean and Love Parks Week, Active Bucks etc. 

Communities / 
Marketing 

On-Going Staff Time 
 

Continue to support local groups for one off small projects such as bulb planting and tree 
planting 

Environment Team 
On-Going 

Staff Time 

Marketing    

Review spread of information throughout the park e.g. notice boards  Environment Team 
On-Going Staff Time - Work with user 

groups as and when 
events/projects are planned 

Celebrate projects and improvement works through press releases and official openings 
when appropriate 

Environment Team/ 
Marketing 

On-Going Staff Time - Work with user 
groups as and when 

events/projects are planned 

Consider sponsorship ideas for the Park 
Environment Team / 

Communities 
TBC 

Staff Time 

Updating of the AVDC Bedgrove Park webpage Marketing March 2019 Staff Time 

Management     

Update Management Plan  Environment Team 
Review 

November 
2019 

Staff Time 

Prepare Master plan of capital investment and submit bids to AVDC capital, S106 and 
external grant aid 

Environment Team 
On-Going 

Staff Time 

Update of Playing Pitch Strategy Environment Team 
April 2019 Staff Time/External 

Consultant 
Commercially aware – continue to look at ways to make savings, generate income and 
work more efficiently. 

AVDC 
On-Going 

Staff Time 
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11.3 Completed Actions 2008 – 2018 

YEAR ACTION LEAD TEAM/Funding 

2007 Refurbish/relocate children’s play area Green Spaces Team 

2007 Refurbish Teen area Green Spaces Team 

2007 Hedge planting Green Spaces Team 

2007 Signage Green Spaces Team 

2007 Bicycle racks Facilities Team  

2007 Enclosed area for centre Facilities Team  

2008 Bulb planting Green Spaces Team  

2008 Car park markings Facilities Team 

2008 Installation of a multi use games area Green Spaces Team 

2008 Multi use games area deep surface clean Green Spaces Team 

2008 Installation of solar light & shelter Green Spaces Team 

2008 Culverted length of stream jetted through to improve the water flow Green Spaces Team 

2009 Notice board installation & replacement of wildlife notice board Green Spaces Team 

2009  Seat refurbishment and replacement Green Spaces Team 

2009 Memorial seating in the spinney Green Spaces Team 

2009 & 2010  VCV cutting strips of turf within the meadow and seeding wildflowers and Yellow 
Rattle 

Green Spaces Team & Vale 
Countryside Volunteers 
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2010 Cowslips & 5000 Cuckoo flower plug planting & 5000 fritillary bulb planting at the 
meadow. Also seeding of scrapes with wildflower seeds 

Green Spaces Team & Vale 
Countryside Volunteers 

2010 Scarify & broadcast sow 14 kg of wildflower seed sowing within meadow area Green Spaces Team 

2010 Tree planting within the park by play space and within meadow Green Spaces Team 

2010 Replacement of bird and bat boxes in the spinney Green Spaces Team 

2011 Removal of Escallonia hedge between wild flower meadow and playing field and 
replacement with native hedge 

Green Spaces Team 

2011 Extend oak tree line from pavilion Green Spaces Team  

2011 De-silting of lower pond and jetting through of culvert Green Spaces Team 

2012 Removal of teen shelter and relocation to Bedgrove Jnr School Community Spaces Team/JOC 

2012 Cut and poison small Sycamore seedlings and saplings in woodland Green Spaces Team & Vale 
Countryside Volunteers 

2013 Improvements to playing surface and removal of middle fence to enlarge playing 
space on the formal sports area 

Facilities Team 

2013 Removal of paper and cardboard recycling banks Recycling and Waste 

2013 Replaced damaged lamppost on access road to car park. Facilities Team 
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2013 Site specific Risk Assessment carried out by RoSPA. Community Spaces Team 

2013 Access improvements to wildflower meadow Community Spaces Team 

2013 Increase tree planting in northern part of the Spinney 
Green Spaces Team, working with 

BRCA and VCV. 

2013 Extend copse planting in south of the Park. 
Green Spaces Team, working with 

BRCA and VCV. 

2014 Removal of remaining recycling facilities – glass and plastics Recycling and Waste 

2014 Restoration of the stone memorial plaque at the entrance of the park Community Spaces Team 

2014 Review of football pitch provision and removal of 1 x adult football pitch Community Spaces Team 

2014 Installation of additional litter bin by pond area benches Community Spaces Team 

2014 Installation of memorial bench 
Bedgrove Residents and Community 

Association 

2014 Installation of Picnic table in play area 
Bedgrove Residents and Community 

Association 

2015 
Improvements to footpath surface that runs through the park from the Community 
Centre to Finmere Crescent 

Community Spaces Team 

2015 Relocation of boulders to improve parking along main entrance Community Spaces Team 

2015 Installation of donated memorial bench Local Resident 

2015 
Install matting around picnic table in play area to improve surface and make more 
accessible 

Community Spaces Team 

2016 Resurfacing to the access road and relining of carpark spaces  Estates and Property 
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2016 
Installation of footpath linking Finmere Crescent to the Spinney, improving access 
around the park (first phase of perimeter path) 

 

Community Spaces Team 

 

2016 
Installation of further boulders and repositioning of vehicular barrier to improve 
parking  

Community Spaces Team 

2017 
Play Area repairs – Replacement of rotten timber posts installed directly in to the 
ground as identified in the annual RoSPA inspections, these posts were replaced 
with steel feet. 

Environment Team 

2017 Relocation of the wildflower meadow interpretation board to entrance of meadow  Environment Team 

2018 Installation of defibrillator on Community Centre building Local football team/AVDC 

2018 
Installation of self binding stone footpath through wildflower meadow and wooded 
area, including installation of oak seating (second phase of perimeter footpath) 

Environment Team  

*To be added to when actions are completed.
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Appendices 

Appendix 1 - Bedgrove Park Historical Overview 

As part of the development of Bedgrove Farm, Aylesbury for residential and ancillary development, the 
builders H C Janes Limited entered into an agreement with Aylesbury Borough Council in 1958. One of the 
covenants in this agreement required the company to reserve and convey to the borough by way of gift, 25 
acres of land on the estate for use by the Borough as public open space. In 1966 H C Janes (through their 
land holding company Jansel Land Ltd) conveyed 25 acres of the land to the borough free of charge. The 
conveyance contained a covenant for the benefit of the whole and every part of the remainder of the 
Bedgrove Farm Estate, that the council and its successors in title would not use the land for any other 
purpose than that of open space. In 1965, Jansel Land Ltd sold 22 acres of land on the estate to the 
Borough for £115,000. The conveyance itself did not contain a covenant requiring the land to be used as 
open space, however part of the land is subject to a Deed of covenant with Buckinghamshire County 
Council, who gave the Borough a grant of £40,000 to purchase the land. The covenant provides that the 
land shall not be used otherwise than for the purpose of public open space without the consent of the 
County Council. It also provides that no differentiation shall be made in the use of the land as between 
persons resident in the Borough of Aylesbury and persons resident in the remainder of the county of 
Buckingham. 

Bedgrove Spinney has existed since the 17th century. The woodland provided timber and firewood for 
Bedgrove Farm, which once stood near where ‘Our Lady of Lourdes’ Church now stands. 

In the late 1960’s and early 1970’s the Boroughs Parks and Public Buildings Committee considered the 
layout for the recreational facilities to be provided at Bedgrove Park. These included a sports field with 
football pitches and a cricket square, a pavilion, access road and car park, tennis courts, a children’s play 
area, a pitch and putt golf course, parkland including walking feature, paved area and bridges and 
ornamental planting. The facilities were built in the early 1970’s.  

Bedgrove Park was officially opened by Dr. Roger Bannister in May, 1972 as part of the Aylesbury Festival 
of Sport. Subsequently, a staff house with garage and garden was built. 

The park transferred to Aylesbury Vale District Council in 1974 upon Local Government reorganisation. The 
Council has continued the recreational use of the park established by the Borough. Over the years the 
facilities have changed. The pitch and putt golf course has been removed and the children’s play area re-
sited. 
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Appendix 2 - Strategic, Legal and Planning 

The management and development of the park is influenced by factors affecting the town and the wider 
district. There are key strategic drivers that positively impact on the council’s ability to provide a quality park 
and also legal matters that contribute to the ability of the council and Thames Valley Police to provide a 
safe a secure park. 

There have been various retail, residential, and leisure developments in the town that have an affect on the 
Park. Notable developments over recent years include the Waterside Theatre, increased food outlets, and 
more in town apartments, with the latter having the biggest impact given the lack of garden space for 
residents. Where residential developments have taken place the council has secured S106 funds to 
improve leisure provision to cater to the increased population. Over the years a proportion of these funds 
have been invested in Bedgrove Park. 

There are two separate covenants for Bedgrove Park – the Open Spaces Act 1906 and the Bedgrove 
Agreement which make planning and future works in the park a little more limited. 

The management and improvement of Bedgrove Park supports the District Council’s vision statement:  
 

‘To make Aylesbury Vale the best possible  
place to live, work and visit’ 

 

The following provides an insight in the main strategies affecting the park, legal matters, and future 
development of the town and wider district. 

Aylesbury Vale Green Infrastructure Strategy 2011 - 2026 
 
The Aylesbury Vale Green Infrastructure Strategy12 sets out principles for the management and creation of 
accessible green infrastructure. The Strategy was produced in 2011 by AVDC and supported by a number 
of organisations drawn from the Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Consortium. The Strategy is 
supporting and has contributed to the aspirational delivery of the 10 Flagship projects identified in the 
action plan in collaboration with partner organisations, other Local Authorities, charities and community 
groups who will work together to deliver the flagship projects. Since the production of the Strategy the 
Consortium and Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Biodiversity Partnership became Buckinghamshire & 
Milton Keynes Natural Environment Partnership (BMNEP)13 where officers from various partner agencies 
collaborate as part of a Local Nature Partnership; (LNP’s were proposed in the Natural Environment White 
Paper and aim to bring together a variety of sectors, including green infrastructure, biodiversity, waste and 
energy & resources). 
  
The remit of the Partnership includes spatial planning (including through collaboration with local planning 
authorities, as described in the National Planning Policy Framework), economic development (by working 
with the Local Enterprise Partnerships), public health and wellbeing (with the Health and Wellbeing 
Boards), wider environmental sustainability issues (working with the Bucks Strategic Partnership 
Environment Group) and rural issues (working with the Buckinghamshire Rural Affairs Group). The BMNEP 
will be an influential, innovative and authoritative advocate of the natural environment. It will set an 
ambitious and forward-looking agenda for co-ordinated action by partners from all sectors that improves the 
natural environment and increase the benefits it provides to all. 
 
The Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan (2013) has been prepared on behalf of the 
BMNEP and builds on Buckinghamshire County Council’s Green Infrastructure Strategy 2009 and AVDC’s 

                                                      
12 URL: https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/green-infrastructure-strategy  
13 URL: http://bucksmknep.co.uk/ 
 



Aylesbury Vale District Council 
 Environment Team – Bedgrove Park Management Plan 

 

    45 
 

Green infrastructure strategy. It identifies flagship projects which through the collaboration of the 
Partnership will be taken forward by key stakeholders.  

The flagship projects have a variety of aims including; to benefit wildlife, increase accessibility to green 
spaces, and to protect and enhance historic landscapes. They set out the long term aspirations for green 
infrastructure across the district and its associated action plan will enable AVDC to be in a strong position 
as and when funding becomes available. AVDC is the lead organisation for five of the projects as it either 
owns the land where the project will be located or is the lead organisation with the most relevant expertise.  
 
 Aylesbury Linear Park 
 Local Nature Reserves 
 Regional Wetlands Park 
 Trees Please 
 Vale Park 

 
Bedgrove Park falls within the Aylesbury Linear Park; the network of green spaces which run round the 
outskirts of the town. Trees Please is also applicable to the Park as it sets out the ambition to increase the 
number and diversity of trees across the district.  
 
Sustainable Communities Strategy for Aylesbury Vale 2009-2026 
 
The overarching vision for Aylesbury Vale District is enshrined in the District’s Sustainable Communities 
Strategy for Aylesbury Vale 2009-202614. This sets out the long term vision for the district and the key local 
priorities – many of which will be addressed and delivered through other district or county-wide strategies, 
including the Vale of Aylesbury Plan. It is based on comprehensive consultation with local stakeholders, 
residents and the community and voluntary sector. Its aim is to develop a sustainable community in 
Aylesbury Vale. The Strategy looks to shape Aylesbury Vale as a place by balancing and integrating the 
social, economic and environmental components that define the area. The SCS has five themes and 
outcomes, these are:- 
 
 Thriving Economy: building business and enterprise, developing skills and employment, 

supporting strategic infrastructure requirements and promoting investment; 
 Sustainable Environment: Tackling climate change enhancing and protecting the local 

environment, reducing waste, re-using resources, increasing recycling and energy recovery and 
efficiently managing the transport network; 

 Safe Communities: Reducing the level and fear of crime, anti-social behaviour, improving the 
safety of local people and promoting safe development; 

 Health and Wellbeing: Promoting healthy lifestyles, reducing health inequalities, improving the 
quality of life, reducing homelessness and providing well-connected communities; 

 Cohesive and Strong Communities: Sustaining growth of a thriving voluntary community sector, 
increasing the confidence of communities and reducing social inclusion. 

 
Buckinghamshire Physical Activity Strategy 2018-2023 

This strategy has been adopted by the Buckinghamshire Health and Wellbeing Board, the key partnership for 
promoting the health and wellbeing of residents. 

Different organisations and services will be working together to achieve the aims of the strategy, which are to: 

 Increase levels of activity by encouraging inactive residents into regular activity throughout life. 
 Increase the number of residents achieving Chief Medical Officer guidelines for physical activity 

throughout life 
 

                                                      
14 URL: https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/communities  
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http://www.healthandwellbeingbucks.org/Resources/Councils/Buckinghamshire/Documents/Physical%20Activity
%20Strategy.pdf 
 

Legal Documentation – Covenants and Byelaws 

There are byelaws in place that are specific to Bedgrove Park, these became operative in 1970. The 
byelaws support Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) to police the area and also for the Council 
where there is a need to challenge what may be considered to be illegal or anti-social activity within the 
park. A copy of the byelaws is included in Appendix 4. 

Open Spaces Act 1906 

Also Under Section 10 of the 1906 Act the Council is bound to “Hold and administer the open space…in 
trust to allow, and with view to, enjoyment thereof by the public as an open space within the meaning of this 
Act…and for no other purposes,…and may enclose it…with proper railings and gates…and do all such 
other work and things…as may be requisite for the purposes aforesaid or any of them”. The word “open 
space” is defined in Section 20 of the Act as – “Any land, whether enclosed or not, on which there are no 
buildings or of which not more than 1/20th part is covered with buildings, and the whole or remainder of 
which is laid out as a garden or is used for purposes of recreation, or lies waste and unoccupied. 

This Act limits the amount of buildings on the site to 1/20th or 5% of the area. 

Bedgrove Agreement 
 
On 28 April 1959 an agreement was made between H C Janes Ltd and the Borough of Aylesbury. H C 
Janes proposed to build houses on the Bedgrove Farm Estate. To protect the future amenity of the estate, 
certain covenants were entered into by the company under the provision of the planning act in force at that 
time. These covenants were binding on the company then and are now binding on the individual house 
owners of the estate - its ‘successors in title’. The covenants are as follows: 
 
1. Not to position on any part or parts of the estate any garage, shed, hut, caravan, movable 
dwelling house on wheels or other structure or erection 
 
2. Not to erect in front of the building line for any road on the estate any boundary wall, fence, 
hedge or other means of enclosure without the prior written consent of Aylesbury Vale District Council. 
 
When evaluating and deciding applications for consent under the Bedgrove Agreement (works which would 
otherwise be ‘permitted development’) we will have regard to the purposes of the covenants which are to 
preserve the amenities of the estate as far as possible and, in particular, that the estate should not be 
spoiled by the erection of sheds, garages, front boundary fences or walls not in keeping with the estate as a 
whole. Before any works an Application for consent under the Bedgrove Agreement will have to be 
submitted. 
 
Planning Context 
 
The Vale of Aylesbury Plan (VAP) was withdrawn on the advice of an independent planning inspector. We 
are developing a new plan: the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP)15. This will include the overall strategy 
for the district, alongside site allocations (where needed), and development management policies. 

Aylesbury Vale’s planning policy framework used to be set out in the Adopted Aylesbury Vale District Local 
Plan (AVLDP) In 2007, the law changed, meaning that the policies in the AVDLP ceased to have effect 
unless saved by a Direction from the Secretary of State. A number of policies are saved and relate to green 
                                                      
15 URL: https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/vale-aylesbury-local-plan-valp-2013-2033 
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spaces, both protecting existing green spaces and confirming requirements for the provision of specific 
facilities such as play areas. 4.221 of the AVDLP states: 

 
‘Difficulties in providing new open spaces within the existing built-up area serve to emphasise the 

importance of retaining and making the best use of those that already exist’. 
 
The increasing demand for the provision of multifunctional public open space must be included within the 
planning for new housing. Pressure will increase on existing destination sites such as Bedgrove Park, but 
enhancements can be sought through S106 contributions for off-site provision.  
  
As part of the governments National Planning Policy Framework in 2012 AVDC carried out a quality and 
quantitative audit assessment of all open spaces within the district including Bedgrove Park. The audit 
shows areas of the park that can be improved and is scored on existing standards and what the potential 
could be.  
 
Aylesbury Garden Town 

Aylesbury was awarded Garden Town16 status in January 2017, offering a unique chance to ensure that as 
the town grows, Aylesbury and the surrounding area continues to be the best possible place to live work 
and visit. 

The ambition is simple – to create truly desirable communities in a well-planned, sustainable environment 
that makes us proud. Garden Town status allows us to better plan for the future, and help us to access 
funding to help build and improve Aylesbury’s transport links and infrastructure. 

 

 

                                                      
16 URL: https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/aylesbury-garden-town 
 



Aylesbury Vale District Council 
 Environment Team – Bedgrove Park Management Plan 

 

    48 
 

Appendix 3 – Bedgrove Park Ward Demographic Make Up 
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Appendix 4 – Bedgrove Park Byelaws 

 

 
 

AYLESBURY VALE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
BYELAWS MADE UNDER SECTON 164 OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1875 AND 

SECTIONS 12 AND 15 OF THE OPEN SPACES ACT 1906 
 

PLEASURE GROUNDS, PUBLIC WALKS, AND OPEN SPACES 
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AYLESBURY VALE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

PLEASURE GROUNDS, PUBLIC WALKS, AND OPEN SPACES 
 

Byelaws made by the Aylesbury Vale District Council under section 164 of the Public Health Act 1875 
and section 12 and 15 of the Open Spaces Act 1906 with respect to those pleasure grounds, public walks, 
and open spaces referred to in Schedules A, B, and C to these byelaws. 

 
Interpretation 

1. In the byelaws: 
 
“the Council” means Aylesbury Vale District Council; 

In relation to Byelaws 2 and 3 below “the ground” means any of the areas of land referred to in 
Schedule A to these byelaws; 

In relation to Byelaws 4 and 5 below “the ground” means any of the areas of land referred to in 
Schedule B or Schedule C to these byelaws; 

In relation to Byelaw 6 below “the ground” means any of the areas of land referred to in Schedule 
B to these byelaws; 

In relation to Byelaws 7 and 8 below “the ground” means any of the areas of land referred to in 
Schedule A, Schedule B, or Schedule C to these byelaws. 

 
Vehicles 

2. (1) No person shall, without reasonable excuse, ride or drive a cycle, motor cycle, motor 
vehicle or any other mechanically propelled vehicle in the ground, or bring or cause to be 
brought into the ground a motor cycle, motor vehicle, trailer, or any other mechanically 
propelled vehicle (other than a cycle), except in any part of the ground where there is a 
right of way for that class of vehicle. 
 

 (2) No person shall, without reasonable excuse, ride a cycle, except in any part of the ground 
where the is a right of way for cycles, or along such routes as may be fixed by the Council 
and indicated by signs placed in conspicuous positions in the ground. 
 

 (3) If the Council has set apart a space in the ground for the use of vehicles of any class, this 
byelaw shall not prevent the riding or driving of those vehicles in the space so set apart, or 
on a route, indicated by signs placed in conspicuous positions, between it and the entrance 
to the ground. 
 

 (4) This byelaw shall not extend to invalid carriages. 
 

 (5) In this byelaw: 
 

“cycle” means a bicycle, a tricycle, or a cycle having four or more wheels, not being in any 
case a motor cycle or motor vehicle; 

“invalid carriage” means a vehicle, whether mechanically propelled or not, the unladen 
weight of which does not exceed 150 kilograms, the width of which does not exceed 0.85 
metres and which has been constructed or adapted for the use for the carriage of one 
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person, being a person suffering from some physical defect or disability, and is used solely 
by such a person; 

“motor cycle” means a mechanically propelled vehicle, not being an invalid carriage, with 
less than four wheels and the weight of which unladen does not exceed 410 kilograms; 

“motor vehicle” means a mechanically propelled vehicle, not being an invalid carriage, 
intended or adapted for use on roads; 

“trailer” means a vehicle drawn by a motor vehicle, and includes a caravan 
 

Overnight parking 
3. No person shall, without the consent of the Council, leave or cause or permit to be left any vehicle 

in the ground between the hours of 12 midnight and 6 a.m. 
 

Children’s play areas 
4. (1) No person who has attained the age of 14 years shall enter or remain in the children’s play 

area in any of the grounds listed in either Schedule B or Schedule C set out below. 
 

 (2) This byelaw shall not apply to any person who is bona fide in charge of a child under the 
age of 14 years. 
 

Children’s play apparatus 
5. No person who has attained the age of 14 years shall use any apparatus in the ground which, by a 

notice placed on or near thereto, has been set apart by the Council for the exclusive use of persons 
under the age of 14 years. 
 

Obstructions 
6. No person shall in the ground: 

 
 (a) intentionally obstruct any officer of the Council in the proper execution of his duties; 

 
 (b) intentionally obstruct any person carrying out an act which is necessary to the proper 

execution of any contract with the Council; or 
 

 (c) intentionally obstruct any other person in the proper use of the ground, or behave so as to 
give reasonable grounds for annoyance to other persons in the ground. 
 

Savings 
7. (1) An act necessary to the proper execution of his duty in the ground by an officer of the 

Council, or any act which is necessary to the proper execution of any contract with the 
Council, shall not be an offence under these byelaws. 
 

 (2) Nothing in or done under any of the provisions of these byelaws shall in any respect 
prejudice of injuriously affect any public right of way through the ground, or the rights of 
any person acting legally by virtue of some estate, right of interest in, over or affecting the 
ground or any part thereof. 
 

Removal of offenders 
8. Any person offending against any of these byelaws may be removed from the ground by an officer 

of the Council or a constable 
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Penalty 

9. Any person offending against any of these byelaws shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine 
not exceeding level 2 on the standard scale. 
 

   
The grounds to which reference is made in these byelaws are:- 
 

Schedule A 
In Aylesbury: 
 
Blackwater Drive 
Bowlers Field 
Cannock Road 
Coppice 
Haydon Hill 
Narbeth Drive 
Riverside Walk 

 
Schedule B 

In Aylesbury: 
 
Bateman Drive 
Bowlers Field 
Fairmile 
Haddington Way 
Haydon Hill 
Narbeth Drive 
Waivers Way 
 
In Buckingham: 
 
Bridge Street 
Broughton Park 
Chandos Park 
Otters Brook 
Stratford Fields 

 
Schedule C 

In Aylesbury 
 
Alfred Rose Park 
Bedgrove Park 
Vale Park 
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THE COMMON 
SEAL of 
AYLESBURY 
DISTRICT COUNCIL 
was hereunto affixed 
this 15th day of March 
1999 in the presence 
of:- 

 ) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

  
 
 

L.S 

 

      
      
    Freda Roberts 
    Chairman 
      
      
    Joanna E Swift 
    Head of legal Services 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The foregoing byelaws are hereby confirmed by the Secretary of State and shall come into operation on 
the twenty-eighth day of June 1999. 
 
 
Signed by authority of the Secretary of State 28th May1999. 
   

 
R G Evans 
Head of Unit 
Constitutional and Community Policy Directorate 
Home Office 
London SW1 
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Appendix 5 – RoSPA Play Area Access Audit and Play Value Assessment 

 

Client  Aylesbury Vale District Council  Date    25.04.12 
Site  Bedgrove Park Play Area  Inspector fwg 
  

PLAY AREA ACCESS AUDIT 
 

1.  Is there a designated car parking area     Yes  
      (if no proceed to 6) 
 
2.  Are Disabled Bays adjacent to access route    Yes  
 
3.  Is surfacing material of car park adequate     Yes  
 
4.  Is Car Park Slope acceptable      Yes  
 
5.  Is Distance from Car Park to play area acceptable    Yes  
 
6.  Route to the play area clear and accessible    Yes  
     Work required  
 
7.  Are Paths at least 1.2m wide with passing spaces (1.8m wide)    
     for long paths and camber no more than 1:40    Yes  
 
9.  Paths surface  
 
Materials (specify)  
Gravel  
 
Level           Yes  
 
10. Entrance to play area  
 
Are gates wide enough for wheelchairs (at least 1m wide)  Yes  
 
Do they close in 5 seconds       Yes  
 
Are any latches easy to operate and not higher than 900mm   Yes  
 
11. Route from entrance and between equipment  
 
Surface present 
Grass / Earth 
 
12. Safer Surfacing  
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Matting  
 
Suitable for wheelchairs        Yes  
 
13. Seating  
 
Is seating provided         Yes  
 
Is it suitable for use by disabled persons     Yes  
 
14. Play Equipment  
 
Are the following opportunities/skills available and are they available to disabled users  
 
Activity  Suitable for Disabled 

persons 
Sliding Yes Yes 
Swinging Yes Yes 
Rotating Yes Yes 
Rocking Yes Yes 
Balancing Yes Yes 
Climbing Yes Yes 
Experimenting Yes Yes 
Role Play Yes Yes 
Learning Yes Yes 
Gathering Yes Yes 
 
15. Provision of contrast for those with impaired sight  
 
 Present  
 
16. Ball games facilities for disabled play e.g. wheelchair, basketball, hockey etc. or space 
for active wheelchair activities. 
 
 Present 
 
17. Steep slopes or sudden changes of level (hazard for those with visual impairment)  
 
 Present 
 
18. Range of texture/sensory objects (visual impairment/learning difficulties) 
 
 Present 

 
THIS SITE IS ASSESSED AS BEING 

 
Acceptable for use by disabled people 
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PLAY VALUE ASSESSMENT 
 
Site:  Bedgrove Park Play Area   Date:   25.04.12 
 
The Play Value of each element of the site should be looked upon individually and assessed against the purpose that 
the operator has designated for the site (i.e. Toddler, Junior, Mixed, and Teenage etc.). The Operator should aim for a 
minimum rating of Good for: the Site Overall, Ambience, and for those age groups for which the site is designed. As 
can be seen from the indicated maximum score some elements have greater play value than others. 
 

 
SITE OVERALL (Ignoring Equipment) 

 Max Score 
Social Safety 4 4 
Physical safety 4 4 
Pollution free 1 1 
Noise free 2 2 
Min of Two gates (Pedestrian) 3 3 
Gates suitable for wheelchairs 2 2 
Vehicle access gate 1 1 
Emergency vehicle access 2 2 
Age Separation 4 2 
Ground Contours 3 1 
Shade present 1  
Shelter  (all ages) 2  
Access for disabled 3 2 
Suitability 2 2 
Quality 3 3 
Adult Seats  (score extra 1 if  arm rests) 1 1 
Suitable litter bins 1 1 
Environmental suitability 2 2 
Locally related 3 2 
Ethnic 3 3 
Use of planting 2 1 
Wild Flowers 3  
Trees 3 3 
Long Grass 3 2 
Orientation 1 1 
Appropriate signage 1 1 
Colour suitability 2 2 
Open Space 3 2 
Wheelchair friendly surfacing linking items 4 2 

TOTAL 68 52 
Excellent  =   47+ Good = 36-47 Average = 29-35 Below Average = 20-28 Poor = <20 

OVERAL SITE ASSESSED AS EXCELLENT  
 

Ambience 
Visual appeal 10 8 
Condition (litter and graffiti) 2 2 
Layout 2 1 

TOTAL 14 11 
Excellent  =   10+ Good = 8-10 Average = 6-7 Below Average = 4-

5 
Poor = <4 

OVERAL AMBIENCE ASSESSED AS EXCELLENT  
 

Toddlers 
Balancing 1 1 
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Crawling   (short tunnels etc.) 1  
Rocking 1 1 
Rotating 1 1 
Sliding 1 1 
Swinging 1 1 
Sand Play 6  
Water Play 6  
Sensory Items 3 3 
Textural variety 2 2 
3+ Primary Colours 2 2 
Toddler seating 1 1 
Imaginative play  (Area lending to use of child’s imagination) 5 4 
Interactive ability  (Items encouraging group play) 2 2 
Parental Seating  (in Toddler section) 1 1 
 TOTAL 34 20 
Excellent  =    22+ Good = 18-22 Average = 13-17 Below Average = 9-

13 
Poor = <9 

OVERALL TODDLER ASSESSMENT = GOOD  
 

Juniors 
Balancing 2 2 
Crawling  (Short tunnels) 1  
Rocking 1 1 
Rotating 1 1 
Rotating (Multi User i.e. roundabouts etc.) 2 2 
Rocking and rotating (Mobilus, Waltz etc.) 4 2 
Sliding conventional (i.e. slide etc.) 1 1 
Sliding (fireman’s pole etc.) 1  
Swinging (Single) 1 1 
Swinging (Group) 2 2 
Gliding (Aerial runways etc.) 2  
Hanging 1 1 
Climbing 2 2 
Gymnastics 1 1 
Agility (Clatter bridges etc.) 2 2 
Ball Play  (Basketball/netball/football) 4 3 
Sand Play 4  
Water Play 4  
Sensory items 2 2 
Textural variety 2 2 
Wheeled Play (for bikes, skateboards etc.) 6  
3+ Primary colours 1 1 
Interactive ability (Items encouraging group play) 4 4 
Junior Seating  1 1 
Imaginative play  (Area lending to use of child’s imagination) 4 4 
Educational Play (abacus etc.) 1  
Ground Graphics (Hopscotch etc.) 2  

TOTAL 58 35 
Excellent  =   40+ Good = 32-40 Average = 26-

31 
Below Average =15-25 Poor = <15 

OVERALL JUNIOR ASSESSMENT = GOOD  
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Appendix 6 – RoSPA Play Area Safety Inspection Report – Example (Full report available on request)  
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Appendix 7 – Maintenance Procedures and Regimes for Bedgrove Park 
 
The following table shows the current maintenance programme for Bedgrove Park. 
 

Category  Operation  Frequency 

Hard Surfaces 

Leaf clearance 
As requested by contract 
officers 

Keeping footpaths clear of debris  Daily 

Power wash footpaths 
As requested by contract 
officers 

Grass Areas 

Ride on mowing of amenity grass 
Up to 32 times per 
annum between March 
to November.  

Conservation cut 
Twice per annum in July 
and September 

Informal grass paths in meadow 
Up to 13 times per 
annum between March 
and November 

Edging to maintain line of paths 
Once per annum or as 
requested by contract 
officers 

Trimming of grass edges to maintain 
grass length along borders and paths 

Up to 32 times when the 
grass is cut 

Play area grass cutting  
Up to 13 times per 
annum between March 
to November. 

Low Maintenance grass cutting 
Up to 6 times per annum 
between March to 
November. 

Planting and 
Landscaping 

Weeding beds and , tree bases and 
along edges of fences and some paths 

Once per annum or as 
requested by contract 
officers 

Trim hedges 
Once per annum, 
depending on type of 
species and location 
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Carry out works on trees including 
pruning and surveys. 

Tree work is prioritised 
and carried out within a 
24hr to 4 year period as 
recommended in survey. 
Tree surveying is carried 
out within a four year 
period 

Play Area 

Cleansing of the children’s play area, 
surfaces and equipment 

 

Safety inspection of play area  

Daily checked and 
carried out by the 
councils contractor 
grounds man as needed 

Weekly by the councils 
contractor play inspector 

MUGA  Inspected and cleansed 

Inspected weekly, 
cleaned and brushed 
weekly. Power swept 
twice a year by the 
councils contractor. 

Site Cleansing 
Cleaning of all surfaces not included in 
the above, includes sports surfaces, 
fencing, signage, flag pole etc. 

Daily checked and 
carried out as needed 

 

Services  Maintenance for toilet block 

Cleaned twice a day by 
contract services and 
checked daily by 
monitoring officer 

Other Works 

Repairs and other works that do not fall 
under JOC contract e.g. electrical 
faults, repairs to furniture, fences or 
footpaths. 

As directed by the 
Contract Monitoring 
Officer/Parks Officer 

 

 

Area of site 15.9 ha     

Open Space  Sq. m.  No. Units  Frequency 

Playing field 
Grass Cutting 

87336    32 
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Conservation Cut 
Grass 

25186    2 

Play Area  2580     

Edging  1660    1 

Leaf Clearance 

Main 
Grass 
area 

87336 

 
As 

requested 

Cleaning Park  119466  1  365 

Inspection service  119466  1  26 

       

Hedge Cutting  L. m.  No. Units  Frequency 

One side and top  336  336  1 

       

Spinney Area  Sq. m.  No. Units  Frequency 

Bedgrove Spinney  12289   13 

Low Maintenance  1560    6 

Inspection Service  34214    4 

Cleaning  34214    26 

       

Play areas  Sq. m.  No. Units  Frequency 

MUGA  595  1  364 

Teen Play Area  2100  6  364 

Leap Play Area  500  55  364 

 

Football Pitches 
Sq. 
m.  No. Units  Frequency 

Marking Adult  3  40 



Aylesbury Vale District Council 
 Environment Team – Bedgrove Park Management Plan 

 

    63 
 

Initial Marking Adult  3  1 

Mow Lines Adult 
Removed from 

contract 

Inspection Goals 
Adult  3  33 

Erection Goals 
Adult  3  1 

Removal Goal Adult  3  1 

Paint Goals Adult  3  1 

Turf Socket Adult  3  1 

Spiking Adult 
Per 

pitch  3  18 

Brush/Roll Adult 
Per 

pitch  3  15 

Spike Vertidraining 
Adult 

17594 
(Total 
Area)  3  1 

Renovation Adult  400  3  1 

S/S fertilizer Adult 

17594 
(Total 
Area)  3  1 

A/W fertilizer Adult  5864  3  1 

Selective Weed 
Adult 

17594 
(Total 
Area)  3  1 

Worm suppressant 

Adult 

17594 
(Total 
Area)  3  1 

Contravation Adult 

11481 
(Total 
Area)  3  1 

Pitch Inspection 
Adult  17594 

(Total 
3  33 
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Area) 

Pitch Sanding Adult  400  3  8 

Pitch forking Adult  400  3  8 

Match Fee Adult  0  3  86 

Pitch Inspection 
Service  0  1  1 
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Appendix 8 – Bedgrove Community Centre Condition Survey and 10 Year Maintenance Plan 

3.0 CONDITION SURVEY – BUILDING 
3.1.0 External Survey 
 
3.1.1 Roofs Externally and Rainwater Goods 
Whilst the felt roof coverings are of mixed age, the main areas are reaching the 
end of serviceable life. The exception is the area immediately above the 
entrance foyer which has been renewed in recent years. 
 
The main roof is leaking. Particular weak areas are the upstands where adhered 
to steel columns and the valley intersection over the stage/kitchen area to the 
right hand side. 
 
There is a perspex dome rooflight to the head of the pyramidal roof. This is 
presently in a satisfactory condition. 
 
There are integral mineralised felt gutters which collect the rainwater. The 
rainwater is then disbursed from the pyramidal roof onto adjacent flat roof areas 
and then down out through the roof outlets and internal downpipes. These are 
serviceable at present but it is important to regularly clean out and check the 
internal downpipes. 
 
There are a series of further perspex rooflights above the toilets. Again these are 
presently in a satisfactory condition. 
 
We note vandals are climbing on to the flat roof and for both safety and security 
perimeter protection should be provided. 
 
We note that the building is provided with lightening protection. 
 
There is a deep fascia board around the circular whole building and to the 
entrance foyer area. This is in a sound condition. 
The timber fascias to the rear are beginning to deteriorate and will require 
repair/replacement when next redecorating. (Some have previously been 
replaced for PVCu). 
 
3.1.2. Roofspaces/Roof Structures 
The roof structures are all formed with traditional softwood timber joists; set 
between the steel frame to the main circular hall area. Various spot checks were 
made of the condition of these joists and they were noted to be in a sound 
condition. As already indicated there is no evidence underfoot externally of 
softness, deflection or the like. (See also Steel Frame – below). 
 
3.1.2. Roofspaces/Roof Structures (continued) 
The roof areas are all insulated with 25mm of glass fibre insulation. There is also 
a vapour barrier. Obviously these insulation levels are low by modern day 
comparison and one would ordinarily allow for upgrading when stripping and reroofing. 
In this instance we would suggest that this would be essential and one 
would convert these roofs in to warm decked roofs. 
 
We would recommend allowance is made for repairs to the sub strata when the 
valleys have been leaking, which is likely to lead to decay in the joists beneath. 
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3.1.3 Steel Frame 
The steel frame comprises a rectangular hollow section framework forming the 
pyramidal roof. Columns are situated externally. There is a perimeter eaves 
beam. Surfaces are decorated (presumably with a fire retardant paint). This is 
an unusual form of framework. We are concerned about deterioration at the 
base of the columns from rust (where they are bedded into the ground). Some 
rust was noted to the surface of the base of the columns just above ground floor 
level. We would be concerned that this will deteriorate over a 20 year period to 
the extent that the columns and therefore the stability of the building may be 
impaired. An exhaustive examination is recommended to check on the degree of 
rust beneath ground level. 
 
Notwithstanding the above we can confirm that at the present time there is no 
evidence of any significant movement in the framework to render the building 
unstable. The pyramidal form will in itself provide a significant amount of rigidity 
(and we would suggest will continue to do so for many years even if there was 
significant deterioration to the base of one or two of the columns). 
 
3.1.4 External Walls 
All the external walls are brick faced cavity construction. The majority also have 
a brick inner skin. The only exception to this is the larger store at the back of the 
main hall where there is an integrating concrete block inner skin (this area was 
originally a canopy area that has been closed in, the two original steel support 
posts remain). 
 
Generally clay brick or facing brick is used. There is also evidence of calcium 
silicate bricks to the right hand side of the building, and generally internally. 
There are no significant cracks, leanings or bulgings in the external brick 
elevations to suggest any instability. There is also no undue weathering or other 
deterioration in the bricks and mortar pointing thereto. We would not anticipate 
any significant deterioration within a 20 year period. (This is notwithstanding the 
raked out nature of the horizontal joints). (See also Steel Frame – above). 
 
3.1.4 External Walls (continued) 
Cavity walls of two brick skins have a low thermo insulative value. There is 
evidence these have been drilled and injected with thermal insulation. 
Generally external doors and windows are of a clerestory height avoiding any 
need for lintels and the like over. This is with the exception of the toilet block 
where there is a mixture of older Precast concrete lintels and more modern cavity 
tray type lintels. Whilst these are largely hidden there is no tell tale evidence of 
any instability. 
 
We would record that we made any examination of the internal surfaces of all the 
main external walls to check for any tell tale evidence of instability or other 
significant defects and none were noted. 
All damp proof courses are satisfactorily positioned and effective. 
 
3.1.5 Internal Walls 
Predominantly of masonry construction. All sound 
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3.1.6 External Doors and Windows 
The external doors have been replaced in recent years and are in a satisfactory 
condition and double glazed. No significant replacement anticipated within 10 
years (unless vandalised). 
The windows are aluminium framed and double glazed. 
The secondary units are starting to break down with condensation forming 
between the panes of glass and allowance should be made for occasional 
replacements. 
 
3.1.7 Floors 
The floors throughout the property are of solid concrete construction. Structurally 
they are sound, dry and reasonably even. 
Obviously floor finishing’s will deteriorate over the years and these will have to be 
renewed on a planned maintenance programme basis. 
The hall floor is presently in good condition, although will require re-sanding and 
sealing. This will require replacement within 10 years. 
 
3.1.8 Finishing’s and Fittings 
In accordance with the brief we do not include detailed descriptions of the nature 
and condition of the finishing’s but would draw attention to the following:- 
i) The kitchen facilities have been replaced and should remain satisfactory if 
maintained for the 10 year period. 
ii) The internal doors are generally deteriorating through wear and tear and 
fire doors will require upgrading. 
iii) The shutter to the stage is worn and likely to require replacement in 3 – 5 
years time. 
iv) The toilet facilities are in good condition, and with the exception of the 
boxing in the disabled WC, should remain serviceable. 
 
3.2 External Areas 
The main car park is satisfactory although there is likely to be a requirement for 
occasional filling of pot holes. 
The white lines designating parking areas will require repainting in around 5 
years time. 
The concrete paving slabs around the building are beginning to settle and some 
are fractured. Allowance should be made for mid term replacements and 
localised levelling. 
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Appendix 9 – Species of Trees Recorded in Park 
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Appendix 10 – Stakeholders For Bedgrove Park 
 
The following groups have been identified as stakeholders - 

 
 Aylesbury and District Ramblers Association 
 Aylesbury Area Disabled Club 
 Aylesbury Town Council  
 Aylesbury Vale Advantage 
 Aylesbury Vale Arts Council 
 Aylesbury Vale District Community Safety Team/Police 
 Bucks Play Association (formerly Aylesbury Vale Play Partnership) 
 Aylesbury Vale Race Equality Council  
 Aylesbury Vale Sports and Physical Activity Network (AVSPAN) 
 Aylesbury & District Football League (ADL) 
 Bedgrove Infants School 
 Bedgrove Junior School 
 Bedgrove Residents and Community Association (BRCA) 
 British Trust for Conservation Volunteers 
 Buckinghamshire Association of Local Councils 
 Buckinghamshire Community Action  
 Buckinghamshire Economic Partnership 
 Buckinghamshire Playing Fields Association 
 Bucks Association for the Blind 
 Bucks Play Association 
 The Environment Agency  
 The Forestry Commission 
 The Grange Senior School 
 Rotary Club of Ayelsbury 
 John O’Conner Ltd 
 Thames Valley Police 
 SUEZ UK 
 North Bucks Bat Group  
 Primary Care Trust – Health Walks 
 Vale Countryside Volunteers (VCV) 
 Youth Focus 
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Appendix 11 – Summary of Consultations Carried out  

 
1 Meeting with local Members, November 2006 - The Green Spaces Team organised a meeting in 
November 2006 with the Cabinet Member for Leisure and local members. At the meeting the proposals and 
the location of the children’s play area equipment and the multi use games area were discussed.  The 
location options were as follows: 
 

 locate both to rear of community centre behind all weather courts 
 locate both in front of community centre adjacent to school boundary 
 locate children’s play area adjacent to school boundary and multi use games area on other side 

of the car park adjacent to the football pitches 
 

The meeting also considered the advice received from the police regarding Community Safety.  The 
police recommended to locate the children’s play area adjacent to school boundary and multi use 
games area on the other side of the car park adjacent to the football pitches.  This would enhance 
surveillance opportunities and, by separating the multi use games area and the children’s play area, 
would discourage teenagers from using the latter. The views of the Bedgrove Community Centre 
Caretaker’s comments were also taken in to account as they expressed concerns about locating the 
facilities behind the community centre.  

  
2 PCSO & Bedgrove NAG, December 2006 - Further comments were received from the PCSO who 
confirmed that the young people wanted a multi use games area and a youth shelter.  In December 2006, 
Green Spaces attended the Bedgrove NAG with the Bedgrove Community Centre Caretaker, the Bedgrove 
PCSO, Cllr’s, and the Manager of Bedgrove Budgens to explain the current proposals.  All were in favour, 
apart from Bedgrove Community Centre Caretaker who expressed concerns regarding the proposed 
location of the facilities.  
 
3 Bedgrove Residents Association, March 2007 - The Plans were presented to the Bedgrove 
Residents’ Association (BRCA) in March 2007 and feedback received. Residents were assured their 
concerns would be taken into account by AVDC by carrying out further consultation with young people 
within the local area.  
 
4 Park Users, April 2007 - The Green Spaces Team completed questionnaires with Park Users. 
 
5 Bedgrove News, April 2007 - AVDC’s questionnaire appeared in Bedgrove News and included 
questions on the children’s play area equipment, teenage provision, the location of facilities, and invited 
ideas for other improvements. 
 
6 Grange School, May 2007 - Presentation given to the pupils of Grange School. Questionnaires 
were left with the school for pupils to complete.  The questionnaire focused on the type of the provision 
proposed.  
 
7 Scouts, Cubs, Brownies, May 2007 - AVDC questionnaire as used at the Grange School were 
provided via Bedgrove residents. 
 
8 Bedgrove News May 2007 - Revised plans to take into account the consultation were submitted to 
the BRCA Newsletter that was due to appear in the May 2007 edition.  The deadline for comments to the 
Green Spaces Team was 1 June 2007. 

 
The final scheme to locate the children’s play area adjacent to school boundary and the MUGA in 
place of the existing children’s play area behind the ball courts was agreed. 

 
9 Cabinet, June 2007 - Cabinet approval for revised scheme at Bedgrove Park & BRCA told cabinet 
that the new scheme was acceptable. 
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10 Cabinet, July 2007 - Cabinet approval gained for letting works at Bedgrove Park by direct 
negotiation.  
 
11        Bedgrove Agreement Sept/Oct 07 - Planning consent was required to install play provision within 
the park. Application consists of a 3 week public consultation which led to several letters of objection to the 
scheme with two submitted petitions totalling 120 names (approx). BRCA (representing 1200 dwellings) 
and Aylesbury Town Council wrote letters of support to the project. 12 October planning department gave 
consent. 
 
12 Management Plan 2012 - Updating of Management Plan, council officers and stakeholders 
consulted on draft plan and input given for completion of Management Plan. 
  
 
13 Teen Shelter Removal to Bedgrove School August 2012– Bedgrove Residents and Community 
Association, local ward members and the Community Spaces Team agreed to the removal of the teen 
shelter to a nearby school. Full consultations were carried out prior to the removal of the shelter with all 
parties involved. 
 
14 Tree Planting Consultation July 2013  - Copse planting in the northern and southern parts of the 
park. 
 
15 Ball Hoop and Kick Wall Removal 2014 – Bedgrove Residents and Community Association 
consulted on proposals to remove these facilities, Bedgrove Residents agreed that these facilities were to 
be kept 
 
16  Perimeter Footpath 2015 – Bedgrove Residents and Community Association consulted on 
proposals to install first phase of perimeter footpath behind play area 
 
17 Perimeter Footpath and Meadow Seating 2017 – Bedgrove Residents and Community 
Association consulted on proposals to install second phase of perimeter footpath and seating through 
meadow and woodland area.  
 
 18 Formal Courts 2018 – Stakeholders consulted on the future use of the courts after closure in 2016. 
Bedgrove Residents and Community Association also posted proposals on to social media to gain 
feedback from users. Stakeholders were in favour of re-opening courts and marking out for informal sports 
usage including tennis and potential netball provision. 
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Appendix 12 – Vale Countryside Volunteers Programme 
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Appendix 13 – Community Tree Planting – We Need You! 
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Appendix 14 – 2017/18 Green Flag Full Judging Comments 

 

 
 

Green Flag Award 2017 
 

Name of Site: Bedgrove Park 
Managing Organisation: Aylesbury Vale District Council 
 

Desk Assessment Feedback (Management Plan and supporting documentation) AVDC Comments 
in red 

 
 Criteria  
  

Strengths  Recommendations  

Presentation  
 
 
 

Clear and detailed found the context and 
background very helpful.  Good use of 
photographs and diagrams. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates on actions would give a 
clear indication on intent and 
help planning, an indication of 
a proposed budget allocation 
would be useful. 
Actioned 
 
Suggest moving the history 
element from the appendices 
to the front of the document as 
part of the introduction, helps 
put the site into context 
A brief outline of the history 
has been added to the 
introduction of the MP. As this 
is a working operational 
document a more detailed 
section has been included in 
the appendices. 
 
In the current document, there 
is a section that contains many 
crossed out actions, these 
should be removed for clarity 
Actioned 

Health, Safety 
& Security 
 

Covered well within the document. Good to 
see objectives being used to indicate the 
processes in place to manage the site. 
 
 
 
 
 

Could pull together more 
about the healthy aspect – 
sports offered and 
development of the proposed 
running route under this 
heading 
Sports offered are discussed 
under the individual character 
area sections of the document, 
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formal and informal. The 
installation of the new 
perimeter footpath has 
improved access for all. 

Maintenance of 
equipment, 
buildings  
& landscape 
 

Good background to the various contracts 
and how they interact to manage the site. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Litter, 
cleanliness, 
vandalism    
 
 

Good clear specification as to the roles and 
responsibilities. 

Some more insight into the 
community projects such as 
Envirocrime could further 
strengthen this. 
 
 
 
 

Environmental 
Management 
 
 

Covered well with clear objectives in place 
 
 
 
 

 

Biodiversity, 
Landscape and 
Heritage 
 
 

Once again clear objectives well thought out Long list of tree works on page 
23 starting in 2004 to 2013 but 
nothing indicated since then, 
add some proposed actions to 
continue this theme. This has 
now been added to and is now 
up to date to 2019. 

Community 
Involvement 
 
 

Good level of formal consultation referred to 
with residents. Good to see that the park is 
utilised by a variety of different organisations.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Marketing & 
Communication 
 
 

Website has all the basic information required 
to visit the park.  Good list of key aims to 
improve the promotion of the park. 
 
 
 
 
 

Could be more linkage via the 
website to 3rd party events in 
the park and to promote 
volunteering opportunities.  
AVDC Website will be updated 
with links to VCV, BRCA and 
Woodland Trust webpages. 

Overall 
management 
 
 
 

Well laid out section detailing the 
management of the park. Good use of swot 
analysis and management structure diagram. 
 
 
 
 
 

In the current action plan 
dates on actions would give a 
clear indication on intent and 
help planning, an indication of 
a proposed budget allocation 
would be useful. Dates have 
been added and likely source 
of funding has also been 
added. 
 
The list of completed actions 
from 2007 while a good 
historical document could be 
included in the appendices, as 
the current management plan 
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refers to 2017/18 it would be 
better to list current actions 
and outcomes.  
This section highlights the 
works that have taken place 
over the years and allows for 
stakeholders to gain a better 
understanding of works that 
have been carried out within 
the Park. We have added this 
section here as it flows well 
into giving the reader a quick 
overview of the completed 
works straight after reading 
about planned projects. 
 
 

 
Additional comments  
.  
Overall a well thought out plan, which would benefit with a little tweaking to make excellent one. 
 
 
 

Field Assessment Feedback 
 

 
Criteria  Strengths  Recommendations 

  
A Welcoming 
Place 
 
 
 

Well-presented and open frontage with flag 
flying. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Healthy, Safe  
and Secure 
 
 

During the visit the park felt safe and there were 
no obvious problems. 
 
 
 
 
 

Lots of opportunities for 
using the park for fitness 
and wellbeing and this 
could be promoted more. 
AVDC’s Communities 
Team who manage the 
event bookings are 
continuing to look at ways 
of highlighting 
opportunities for further 
events within the Park, 
boot camps etc.. With the 
formal court improvements 
this will also give 
opportunities for further 
health and well-being 
opportunities including the 
LTA Tennis for Free 
scheme.  

Well Maintained 
and Clean 
 
 

Very clean and well-maintained site, litter was 
not evident and grass cut to a good standard 
over the whole site. 
 
 

There were a low number 
of litter bins, perhaps some 
more could be added near 
to the car park which is 
well used. Litter bin 
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provision will continue to 
be monitored working 
closely with the Street 
Cleansing and Horticulture 
Team 

Environmental 
Management 
 
 
  

Clear distinction in areas that are managed 
differently and to a good standard 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of the mowing 
regimes could be reduced 
(as discussed on site) in 
certain areas in the main 
park, particularly around 
groups of trees. Mowing 
regimes around trees have 
been relaxed in Character 
Area 2. We are due to 
review maintenance of 
Bedgrove Park in terms of 
ecology and tree 
protection i.e. grass cutting 
frequencies around trees 
in 2019. This will help 
inform the specifications 
when the horticulture 
grounds maintenance is 
bought in-house. 
 
Bird boxes in the Spinney 
could do with some 
maintenance. 
Plans will be put in place in 
2019 to improve bird 
boxes in the Spinney 
working with various 
stakeholders. 
 
Management of the stream 
and pond could be 
improved with some 
planting/reduced mowing 
around it which would 
create a more natural feel.  
Pond improvements are 
planned for winter 2019 
guided by AVDC’s 
Ecologists. 
 
Water level in the pond 
was very low, something to 
look into. The pond is 
attached to the Bedgrove 
Brook that runs through 
the Park and historically 
the levels have always 
been low during the 
summer months. This will 
be discussed with the EA 
along with the potential 
works to de-culvert the 
brook. 

Biodiversity 
Landscape 
and Heritage 

As Above 
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Community 
Involvement 
 
  

Good consultation with residents and practical 
involvement with volunteers happens  
  
 
 
 
 

 

Marketing and 
Communication 
 
 
  

Noticeboards in place. 
 
 
 
 
 

Could be promoting the 
parks current opportunities 
more on site 
Noticeboards on-site will 
be updated with future 
events/projects/volunteer 
opportunities within the 
Park as and when they 
take place.  

Management 
 
 
  

Well managed and good relationship with the 
contractor.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Additional Comments  
 
Overall a very pleasant park to visit, particularly the Meadow and Spinney. Linking these more natural areas into the 
main park with slightly relaxed mowing and a little more planting would be of benefit if well managed. Appreciate that 
in the current economic climate and with potential development adjacent too many major improvements or alterations 
are being taken with care.   
 
The proposal of opening up the stream from the culvert is an exciting idea and should be pursued, it would transform 
the area adjacent to the housing estate that borders the park. 
 
Suggest looking to investigate having the spinney and wild flower meadow designated as a local nature reserve. A 

wild life survey of these two areas may also beneficial in that designation.
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Appendix 15 – The Round Aylesbury Walk Map  

 


