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Whizzfizzing Festival - Inspired By Roald Dahl

Welcome to Aylesbury, a bustling market town in the heart of picturesque
Buckinghamshire. Blending history with the attractions of a modern town,
Aylesbury offers something for everyone - from the Heritage Trail and regular
markets in the historic, cobbled Market Square, to a summer diary packed with fun
events, launching in July with the Whizzfizzing Festival - Inspired by Roald Dahl and
Aylesbury On Sea (see page 20).

Shopping

The town centre is host to an amazing programme of events and entertainment,
making it a truly unique experience for both residents and visitors.

Visit Hale Leys web site for information on their retail outlets www.haleleys.co.uk

This guide will tell you what is on and where, as well as giving you details
of attractions and shops within the town.

Other excellent hunting grounds for quality and reasonably priced goods and independent
shops are the High Street, Kingsbury, Market Street, Cambridge Street and Buckingham
Street. As well as national and independent shops, Aylesbury has many gems where you can
find unique gifts and treats, such as St Mary’s Church and the Bucks County Museum Shop.

Aylesbury is proud to have achieved Purple Flag status in recognition of the town’s
evening economy, and you will find many opportunities in this guide for entertaining,
diverse, safe and enjoyable nights out (see page 4 for further information).
There is a handy map at the back of the guide to help you find your way around,
which includes locations of cafes and restaurants if you’re in need of a rest 
and a re-fuel after all that shopping and entertainment!
The importance of the town centre for events and arts has been recognised
and documented in the Aylesbury Town Centre Plan, which sets out our vision to
grow Aylesbury. Aylesbury is part way through an exciting multi-million pound
improvement programme. The town centre has seen major change in the last few
years with the opening of the Waterside Theatre, Waitrose, Travelodge and UCAV
University Campus Aylesbury Vale. There have also been improvements to the canal
basin, Vale Park and public spaces - and there’s plenty more to come.
Aylesbury continues its further development with the Waterside North project
now know as The Exchange incorporating retail space and apartments. For further
information on what to do in Aylesbury and the improvement programme, go to
www.visitaylesbury.co.uk, which features up-to-date details on events, nightlife
plus offers from town centre businesses.

The town boasts three main shopping centres; Friars Square and Hale Leys,
and Aylesbury Shopping Park. All offer many well-known high street retailers.
Visit Friars Square web site for information on their retail outlets
www.friarssquareshopping.com
Aylesbury Shopping Park for more information visit www.aylesburyshoppingpark.co.uk

Amazon Lockers - New to Aylesbury
Amazon Lockers now available at Hale Leys shopping centre
How to use
1. Find a locker near you
2. Add locker to your address book
3.	Shop as usual and select the locker as your delivery address at checkout
4. Recieve a code once your order has been delivered.
5. Go to locker and enter your code

Opening Hours
Mon - Sat 8.30am -5.30pm - Sun 10am - 4.30pm
Bank holidays 10am - 5pm

Click and Collect
Many shops offer a click and collect service; purchase online and collect in-store.
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Nightlife
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• Community Safety Partnership

We are proud to have been holders of the
Purple Flag since 2011. The achievement of
becoming a Purple Flag award holder is
truly a partnership approach in Aylesbury.
There is a common purpose and aim
between groups to ensure that Aylesbury
town is a place where spending leisure
time is an enjoyable and safe experience.

• Aylesbury Business Against Crime

Safety

• Thames Valley Police

• Aylesbury Town Centre Partnership
• Pubwatch
•	Community lead partnerships including
the Street Angels.
• Licensing committee

Safety in the town is paramount and all
activities are monitored by CCTV cameras,
and door staff are fully accredited in safety
and well-being. Additionally on a regular
basis you will see Street Angels who
provide voluntary support to anyone
who is vulnerable.

Cleanliness
We are keen to maintain the cleanliness in town and the cleaning
regime is based on ensuring that the Environmental Protection Act
Code of Practice on Litter standards are always maintained as a
minimum standard. This cleaning regime ensures the town centre
is cleansed between the hours of 6am and 8am each day and that
the town remains clean throughout the day until at least 8pm.

Have you
discovered
it yet?
Packed with
information on
things to do and
places to go in
Aylesbury, plus
fantastic offers
from town
centre businesses

Transport
The rail and bus stations are close to the town centre with easy rail
access and are operational into late evening.
We have a number of instantly recognisable black taxis ranks in
central locations – please see map on page 18 - 19 for
your information.

Eating, Drinking and
Entertainment
There are over 60 restaurants, cafes and bars in town, and
locations can be found on page 18 - 19. They are complemented
by a range of venues including a pool bar and several night clubs
open until 2am.

www.visitaylesbury.co.uk
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Every friday
9a.m. - 4p.m.
market square
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Regular stalls including eggs,
bread, cheese, Caribbean
cuisine, Italian delicacies,
fish, fruit and vegetables.
Farmers market has now
been amalgamated in to this
market and you will find some
of your favourites there on
alternate Fridays.

Vintage and
Craft Bazaar
Every Tuesday 9am – 2pm
Come to the weekly Vintage
and Craft Bazaar, where you can
find unique items from handmade
jewellery and gifts to antique home
furnishings, collectable books and vinyl,
and retro ornaments and accessories.

Love Your Local
Market Fortnight
Aylesbury once again joins in the national Love Your
Local Market celebrations, with a series of fun events
in our historic Market Square.
Wednesday 17 May              
Enjoy free cake as we join the launch of this
national celebration of markets
Friday 19 May
Foodie Friday hosts street entertainment
and food demo
Saturday 20 May
The Historic Charter Market will be joined by
the Youth Market      
Wednesday 24 May
Live jazz music by Syncopated Jazz on the market
11am - 3pm              
Saturday 27 May
A musical montage including Ellesborough Silver Band
and Sound Force Big Band.
Tuesday 30 May
Green Fingers gardening event joins with the Vintage
and Craft Bazaar.

Streetlife
Watch out for fantastic free street entertainment throughout
the summer as Aylesbury town centre comes to life with
Streetlife, a programme of magical and musical fun!
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Rediscover the Grand Union
Canal Basin in Aylesbury
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Setting the scene –
What will Aylesbury
be like in the future?

The Aylesbury canal basin opened for business in 1815,
at the end of a 6¼ mile arm from the main line at
Marsworth of the Grand Junction Canal (now part of the
Grand Union Canal). The Aylesbury Arm was intended to
be part of a through route to the Thames at Abingdon,
but the canal beyond Aylesbury was never built. The
basin soon became busy with narrow boats bringing in
cargoes of coal and timber, and shipping out foodstuffs
and agricultural products. Trade was affected by the
opening of the railways to Aylesbury, and later by road
competition, the last cargo, of coal, being delivered
in 1964.

The future of Aylesbury

Pleasure boating on the Aylesbury Arm was greatly
increased by the establishment of a hire boat business,
Aylesbury Boat Company, in the basin in the early 1960s.

• A stunning new public square

Aylesbury Canal Society, a team of canal enthusiasts,
worked hard to keep it open and encourage recreational
use of the canal,with regular boat rallies and events.
In 2013 the Society relocated to a new site at Circus
Fields on the edge of the town. The canal basin is
starting a new chapter in its history in revitalised
surroundings.
If you are interested to know more or would like to
arrange a boat trip, search for The Little Trip Boat
Aylesbury on Facebook.

AVDC’s next exciting new
development scheme starts
The new development is taking place at the
top of The Exchange Street car park, opposite
the cinema and comprises:

• Four new restaurants
• 47 one and two bedroom apartments
•	Additional flexible commercial space facing
Long Lional

Work began in January and is scheduled for
completion in Autumn 2018.

Find out more at
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/exchange

The Vision
We want Aylesbury town centre to grow as:

• A centre for entertainments and the arts
•	A modern market town which is attractive,
safe, sustainable and accessible

•	A quality day and evening hub for leisure,
shopping, food and drink.

Town Centre Plan
The Aylesbury Town Centre Plan
brings together a whole host of
improvements which will build on
the multi-million pound investment
already made to transform the
town centre.
Aylesbury Vale District Council
worked closely with the Town
Council, Town Centre Partnership,
and County Council to develop the
Plan, which sets out a focus for
our work in the form of a vision
for Aylesbury in the future.
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Things to do

Regular events in Aylesbury

Bucks County Museum

Every Week

Explore displays and exhibitions plus the Roald
Dahl Children’s Gallery
www.buckscountymuseum.org

Vale Park
Aylesbury’s main park features a modern fenced play area, a multi
games area suitable for football and basketball, a skate park and
tennis courts.
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/parks

Bounce & Rhyme			

Music and rhyme for the under 5s Book through the library.

Aylesbury Library 		
10.30am – 11am

Learn My Way – Free Basic Computer
Training Sessions			Aylesbury Library
Bookable sessions available on
Tuesday & Friday through the library.

2:30pm to 4:30pm

Aylesbury Heritage Walk

Aylesbury Ducklings

Bucks County Museum

A fascinating self-guided walk that gives an insight into the town’s
architectural history. The booklet to accompany the walk costs just
£1 and can be purchased from Bucks County Museum or the Town
Council offices in Church Street.
www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk

Tuesdays during Bucks term time.
Fabulous fun for under 5s.
11am – noon £3 per child.
Call the Museum to book.

11am – noon

Aylesbury Waterside Theatre
A modern venue, hosting a range of entertainment from professional
opera, classical and popular music, ballet and theatre through to
community and amateur dramatics.
www.atgtickets.com/Aylesbury.

Queens Park Arts Centre
A fully community-based venue, the Queens Park Arts Centre offers
over 60 arts and crafts workshops every week. The relaxed Limelight
Theatre at the centre hosts a range of theatre, comedy and music.
www.qpc.org

Odeon Cinema
Hosting a range of new releases each week as well as
special screenings.
www.odeon.co.uk.

Aqua Vale
Featuring an eight lane 25 metre competition pool, an indoor leisure
facility with a river ride and interactive flume and a heated outside
pool. There is also a modern gym and fitness suite, a dance studio,
sauna, soft play area and a café.
www.everyoneactive.com

Rogue Leisure
Try out tenpin bowling and indoor karting. The bowling centre offers
14 lanes of fun for all the family, plus a fully licensed bar and the
Rogue Café serving hot and cold food. The kart track offers a 300
metre dual-level track, with all the adrenaline- filled excitement
racing just centimetres off the ground can offer!
www.RogueBowling.co.uk www.RogueRacing.co.uk

Regular event
Live Music 			

The Broad Leys
8.30pm - 11.30pm

Classical Lunchtime Concerts

St Mary’s Church		
12.45pm £4 (under 19s free)

Last Friday of every month		

Every Thursday (except August)

Every Month
Reading Group			Aylesbury Library		
First Wednesday of every month

2.30pm - 3.30pm

Knitting Circle			Aylesbury Library		
Alternate Fridays from 7 April		

11am - noon

Poetry Reading Group		
First Friday of every month 		

Aylesbury Library		
2.30pm - 3.30pm		
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April

1 – 17 June		
Bucks County Museum
Game Of Thrones

Saturday 29		 St Mary’s Church
Spring Craft Fair		 10.30am -2.30pm
From 1-22
Beyond Description: An artist’s

Bucks County Museum

From April - May 13
Spirit of Legends: Photographic

Bucks County Museum

journey from description to abstraction.

Bucks County Museum

exhibition of portraits of Paralympic
heroes, prints and paintings.

July
Sunday 2		
Kingsbury
Aylesbury on Sea
11am – 4pm
Sunday 9 July 		 Kingsbury
Open Mic session
turn up and play

17–31
Love Your Local Market Fortnight Market Square		
see page 7 for more details

Sunday 16		 Kingsbury
Busk for Bucks Minds		 10am - 4pm

A day of live music and fun for all the
family in aid of Buckinghamshire Mind
Market Square
9am – 2pm

Saturday 20 - 17 June 		 Bucks County Museum
Game Of Thrones

The Hardhome Embroidery

June
Thursday 1		
Market Square
Aylesbury Thursdays		 11am – 3pm
Children’s Event
Colonel Custard and his magic show
Town Centre
Tuesday 13		

Book Lovers joins the Vintage and 		 9am – 2pm
Craft Bazaar Market Square 		

Sunday 18
Aylesbury’s Soapbox Derby 		 11am – 4pm
on Father’s Day at Whitehill Park
More information email
info@aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk

turn up and play

Inspired by Roald Dahl		 11am - 5.30pm

May

Tuesday 30
Green Fingers joins the
Vintage and Craft Bazaar

Sunday 25 		 Kingsbury
Open Mic session 		 12 noon - 2.30pm

Saturday 1
Aylesbury Whizzfizzing Festival 		 Various town centre locations

exhibition of portraits of Paralympic
heroes, prints and paintings.

From April - May 13
Spirit of Legends: Photographic

The Hardhome Embroidery

Thursday 27 		 Market Square
Aylesbury Thursdays		 11am – 3pm
Children’s Event
Challenge your friends to a
range of activities.

1 July – 31 Oct 		 Bucks County Museum
Treasures of the Embroiderers’
Guild Collection
15 July – 31 July 		 Bucks County Museum
Faces by Cally Trench
Sunday 23 		 Kingsbury
Open Mic session		 12 noon - 2.30pm

turn up and play

22 July – 2 September		
Bucks County Museum
Bricks Britannia

Exhibition of historical models
constructed from Lego
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August

September

Thursday 3 		 Town Centre		
Aylesbury Thursdays		 11am – 3pm
Children’s Event		

Saturday 9 - Sunday 10
Heritage Open Days

High Adrenalin

for more info
aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk/event/heritage-open-days

Sunday 6 		 Kingsbury
Open Mic session		 12 noon - 2.30pm

Sunday 10		
Bucks County Museum
Tudor Fayre		 11am – 4pm

turn up and play

Sunday 20 		Kingsbury
Open Mic session		 12 noon - 2.30pm

Thursday 10 		 Kingsbury
Aylesbury Thursdays		 11am – 3pm
Children’s Event

turn up and play

Saturday 30		 High Street
Wear It Pink Day
11am – 3pm

All Creatures Great and Small

Thursday 17 		 Town Centre
Aylesbury Thursdays 		 11am – 3pm
Children’s Event

1 Sept – 28 October		 Bucks County Museum
Treasures of the
Embroiderers’ Guild Collection

Lazy Hazy Summer Day

1 – 9 September		 Bucks County Museum
Faces by Cally Trench

Sunday 20 		 Kingsbury
Open Mic session		 12 noon - 2.30pm

1 and 2 September		 Bucks County Museum
Bricks Britannia

turn up and play

Thursday 24 		 Market Square
Aylesbury Thursdays
Children’s Event
Bouncetastic

Exhibition of historical models constructed from Lego

18 Sept – 27 October		 Bucks County Museum
Muir Trust Artist in Residence

11am – 3pm

October

Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 		 Vale Park
Parklife Weekend		
Saturday 26 		
Vale Park
Live in the Park 		 12 noon – 8.30pm

Wednesday 25 		
Town Centre
Aylesbury Wednesday 		 11am – 3pm
Children’s Event

Sunday 27 		 Vale Park
Church in the Park		 10.30am – 12 noon

Sporty Spectacular

Thursday 26		
Market Square
Halloween Fun		 3pm - 6.30pm

Sunday 27 		 Vale Park
Fun in the Park		 12noon – 4pm

1 October – 27 October		 Bucks County Museum
Muir Trust Artist in Residence

Sunday 27 		 Vale Park
Proms in the Park		 7.15pm – 9.30pm
Thursday 31 		 Market Square
Aylesbury Thursdays		 11am – 3pm
Children’s Event
Speedway fun

1Aug – 28 Oct 		 Bucks County Museum
Treasures of the Embroiderers’ Guild Collection
1 Aug – 9 September		 Bucks County Museum
Faces by Cally Trench
1 Aug – 2 September		
Bucks County Museum
Bricks Britannia 		

Exhibition of historical models constructed from Lego

#AylesburyThursdays

Children’s event in
Aylesbury town centre
town every Thursday
of the school holidays
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Contacts
Aylesbury Vale District Council
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Parking information
Dead Universe Comics
www.facebook.com/DeadUniverse.Comics

www.facebook.com/AylesburyVale

Friars Square Shopping Centre
Aylesbury Town Centre Partnership
www.facebook.com/AylesburyVale

Aylesbury Markets (run by AVDC)
www.facebook.com/AylesburyVale

www.friarssquareshopping.com
www.facebook.com/
FriarsSquareShoppingCentre

Hale Leys Shopping Centre
www.haleleys.co.uk

Aylesbury Town Council
www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk
www.facebook.com/AylesburyTC

www.facebook Hale Leys Shopping Centre

Heritage Open Days
www.heritageopendays.org.uk

Aylesbury Library

Queens Park Arts Centre

www.buckscc.gov.uk/libraries

www.qpc.org

0845 230 3232

Aylesbury Waterside Theatre
www.atgtickets.com/Aylesbury

The Broad Leys
www.thebroadleys.co.uk

St Mary’s Church
01296 437641
www.aylesburychurches.org
www.aylesburylunchtimemusic.co.uk

Shoot Pool			
www.lemonrock.com/shootpool

Bucks County Museum

Aylesbury has a range of short term and long term car parks within and close to the town centre. All
AVDC car parks are open 24 hours a day, with the exception of Hampden House which closes at 10pm
and Friarscroft which closes at 8.30pm. www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/parking
Other parking is available at Friars Square car park, Station Way, open 7am - 7pm Monday to Saturday
and Sundays and Bank Holidays 10am – 5pm.
Aylesbury is well equipped for cycle parking, with over 250 free bike parking spaces in and around the
town centre. See www.cycleaylesbury.co.uk for details.

Blue Badge holders
Blue Badge holders need to pay at Walton Street multi-storey car park, Hale Street car park and the
30 minute bays in The Exchange Street car park.
All other car parks in Aylesbury are free to Blue Badge holders as long as the vehicle is parked within
a marked bay and displaying a valid badge. Disabled badge holders can park in a regular bay free of
charge if no disabled bays are available. Blue Badge holders do not have dispensation to park in the
market trader bays or motorcycle bays in Exchange Street.
Parking is free in the Upper Hundreds multi-storey car park when the badge holder has their Blue Badge
and the Barrier Card validated at the kiosk in the Upper Hundreds during office hours. The Blue Badge
must be displayed in the vehicle. Disabled badge holders cannot park in Shopmobility bays unless they
are using the facilities during the hours of operation.

Shopmobility
Shopmobility is a scheme to allow anyone with a mobility problem, whether temporary or permanent,
to get out and about in Aylesbury town centre. Manual and powered wheelchairs, scooters and walking
aids can be borrowed. Donations welcome. Shopmobility is on the ground floor of the Upper Hundreds
car park. Tel: 01296 336725

Transport information
www.arrivabus.co.uk - www.travelinesoutheast.org.uk - Black cabs 01296 422222

www.buckscountymuseum.org
www.facebook.com/BucksMuseum

Take a look at Aylesbury’s
new website
You’ll find everything you need to know
about Aylesbury town centre including
entertainment, events, history, culture,
gigs, places to eat and nightlife. You’ll
also find fantastic offers from town centre
businesses.
www.visitaylesbury.co.uk
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Places to eat and drink
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Information correct and time of going to press

Aylesbury Whizzfizzing
Festival - Inspired by
Roald Dahl
Aylesbury Town Centre
Saturday 1 July 11am - 5.30pm
Our unique family arts event celebrates children’s literature
through visual art, music, words and huge carnival puppets.
This year’s theme is Fantastical Creatures – incorporating
mystical beasts, animals and monsters from Roald Dahl’s
books and other children’s stories.The parade will start at
11am and feature giant puppets along with hundreds of
local schoolchildren.
There are lots of exciting things to see and plenty to do all
day long, whatever the weather! Join CBeebies’ Katy Ashworth
in her Concoction Kitchen and come along to workshops with
children’s authors including Julian Clary who will be talking
about their stories and showing how they draw their characters.
Get hands-on with arts and crafts activities, join us for
storytelling, enjoy live music and watch the fancy dress catwalk
competition. There’s street performers, a whole Dahl book
being read aloud by authors, celebrities and VIPs,
and a cinema showing Dahl films.
Find out more at
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/whizzfizz
#whizzfizzfest

Aylesbury on Sea
Sunday 2 July 11am - 4pm Kingsbury
Featuring donkey rides, sand-pits and deckchairs; a brass band,
Punch & Judy, and the hysterical “Day Trippers”, who ride into town
on their pink motorbike and sidecar whilst playing the trombone!
There is face painting, balloon modelling and crafts; a surf simulator,
tea-cup ride and crazy golf. You may meet a cross channel swimmer
or two, have a game of skittles, chance your luck in the traditional
penny slot machines or try to hook-a-duck. With so much going on,
you really won’t know what to do first.

