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Two huge names,
one amazing day…
Make a date in your diary for
WhizzFizzFest 2018!

Dame
Darcey Bussell
illan
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Preparations are well underway
for WhizzFizzFest 2018,
Aylesbury’s annual children’s
art and literature festival - and
this year is going to be bigger
and better than ever with
none other than Dame Darcey
Bussell headlining!

As well as reading from her much-loved book series,
Magic Ballerina, the Strictly Come Dancing judge and
world-famous ballerina will oversee a spectacular dance
competition featuring local children.
And adding a dusting of gold to this glittering day, which
is organised by AVDC, will be Olympic-champion-turnedScene from WhizzFizzFest 2017 parade!

children’s author Dame Jessica Ennis-Hill.
She’ll be telling us all about the
exciting new book from her
series Evie’s Magic Bracelet
and hosting what promises
to be a fantastic question
and answer session.
Both Dame Darcey and Dame
Jessica will be available to sign
copies of their latest books. We
can’t wait!
And it doesn’t stop there. As
well as a whole range of other
activities, one of the highlights
will, of course, be the parade
involving hundreds of school
children from across the Vale and
beyond. They are currently beavering
away with local artists to produce
unique puppets, inspired by this
year’s theme of magic, which will
be showcased to an audience of
thousands on the day.
Dame Jessica Ennis-Hill
“WhizzFizzFest is a truly superb family day out.
Last year was amazing - we had so much brilliant
feedback and this year promises to be even better.
With both free and ticketed activities, there really
is something for everyone, whatever your budget.
And, like last year, we’re also thrilled to have support
from lots of local businesses,” says Town Centre
Manager, Diana Fawcett.
To find out more about what is planned and to see the
schedule of events, celebrity guests and much more,
please visit www.whizzfizzfest.org.uk where you can also
purchase tickets for the events. You can also keep up to
date by following WhizzFizzFest on Twitter and Facebook.

Welcome to the latest
edition of AV Times

2 • contents

Inside this issue:
1

WhizzFizzFest headliners
announced

Vale Lottery want to be part of
something great?
6

4

Here are some great stats from across the Vale:

8

9

Shaping up nicely:
Aylesbury’s Exchange

12

Everything you need to know
about food waste recycling

13

Cut out and keep bin
collection day calendar

Win MAMMA
MIA! theatre
tickets

15

17

What’s on this spring

19

Spotlight on Stoke Hammond

Local Loves
with a new
twist

There’s plenty of other exciting stuff to read about right here in this
magazine too. As well as the brilliant news that we have two very famous
dames at WhizzFizzFest, you can find out how Aylesbury’s shaping up for the
future, we shine the spotlight on Vale Lottery’s good causes in Buckingham,
there are Roman discoveries in Stoke Mandeville and much more!
And we have to give ‘Dusty’ the hamster a mention - find out how an ordinary
day became a rescue mission for some true AVDC heroes!

Meet MyAccount
and AVA

Aylesbury
Garden Town
begins to bloom

As we go to press, Stoke Mandeville Stadium is preparing to host the third
Paralympic Heritage Flame Lighting Ceremony. AVDC is the lead organiser
and funding partner for this event and it looks set to be fantastic. Check
out our website (www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk) to find out how it went.
Exciting times!
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£86,000+

238

Money raised annually for local good
causes from Vale Lottery ticket sales.

The number of people supported when
facing a housing crisis in the last year by
charity Aylesbury Homeless Action Group.
(Please see page 11.)

£18.5 million

7,857 tonnes

The amount of money saved by us over
the last eight years through a wide range
of changes. (Please see page 7.)

Compost generated from our garden
waste service in the last year.

Advertise with us
To find out more about how we could help your company or
organisation, please email communications@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Aylesbury Vale Times is a publication from Aylesbury Vale
District Council. It is printed on environmentally friendly
paper; please recycle after reading.
If you’d like a free copy of this magazine in large print,
or on CD, call 01296 585861.

01296 585858 (main switchboard)
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
The editor: 01296 585216
or ctodd@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
This edition of Aylesbury Vale Times
costs around 13p per copy.*
Some stock images are used in the production of this magazine to
help illustrate an article, this is in part to ensure costs are kept to
a minimum. *Copy price may vary slightly per issue, depending on
advertising revenue and postage costs.

External advertising in the magazine does not imply an endorsement or
promotion of the advertisement, nor its content, products or services by
Aylesbury Vale District Council.

The views expressed by individuals in Aylesbury Vale Times are not
necessarily the views of Aylesbury Vale District Council. Every effort is made
to ensure that all information is accurate at the time of going to press.
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To find out more about food
recycling in Bucks, visit:
www.recycle4bucks.co.uk/food
recycle4bucks
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Support local good causes
by playing Vale Lottery
Want to be part of something great?
How are your New Year’s resolutions going
now we’re three months into 2018? Have you
managed to keep them, or wishing you’d chosen
something that was a bit easier? If you’re still
looking to make a positive change as you step
into spring, we have the perfect suggestion –
start supporting Vale Lottery for just £1 a week!
w e a re

As you may know, we were the first
council to set up an online lottery, and
we celebrated our 2nd birthday back in
November with many of Vale Lottery’s good causes
including schools, sports clubs and disability
charities. We were also really thrilled to have singer
and local resident Tony Hadley in attendance!

2

Vale Lottery Focus:
Buckingham
Several Buckingham-based good causes are
signed up to Vale Lottery with some raising
hundreds of pounds a year. Others, though,
could use a bit more of a helping hand...

• Buckingham Youth Clubs provides a safe and
secure environment at the Buckingham Youth
Centre for young people across Aylesbury Vale.
Funds raised will help to pay for trained staff to
support the volunteers.
“We need your help… so we can continue to
offer and even expand our service!”

• The Buckingham AED Project provides
defibrillators in the Buckingham area. Work
includes arranging for defibrillators to be
installed in schools, work places and games
facilities. The project will also use funding to
recruit Community First Responders to assist in
emergency calls.

Tony Hadley
“I’ve seen Vale Lottery grow
since the beginning, and it’s
fantastic to see the difference it’s
making to so many good causes on
my doorstep. It’s also really encouraging to see
other councils doing the same thing. Thanks to
all the lovely people who support it!”

You’ve got to be in it…
As well as the chance of a £25,000 jackpot, winners have
enjoyed cash prizes and a range of treats including Silverstone tickets, shopping vouchers, iPads and theatre tickets.

To start playing or to sign up your organisation,
just visit www.valelottery.co.uk

“We need your help… so we can provide lifesaving equipment to the local community.”

• The Buckingham Summer Festival stages a
week of fantastic professional concerts in early
July. For 25 years, it has enabled residents to
attend local live music performances while also
introducing young people to the brilliance of
orchestral music.
“We need your help… so we can continue to
put on this wonderful music festival for the
benefit of residents and visitors.”

60p in every £1 helps local good
causes. For a full list visit
www.valelottery.co.uk

Meet some of our local
young adult groups
With so many different interest and activity groups
across the Vale, there’s no excuse to be bored! You only
have to visit the Vale Lottery website to get a sense of
what’s out there and that’s just some of them!
We’d like to tell you about three fantastic groups which
support local young adults with additional needs.
Doorways, Tuesday Club and Thursday Club are all
financially supported and run by AVDC and meet weekly
throughout the year. As well as providing for physical
needs and learning disabilities, they are also a great
social outlet in which members make friends, learn new
skills, and (most important of all) have fun!

Doorways
Doorways is an integrated dance group that meets on a
Wednesday during term times at Aqua Vale, in Aylesbury.
It’s open to all young adults of all abilities, and offers the
opportunity to explore movement and much more. The group
works towards a performance each year at the Honeycomb
Dance Festival, at the Waterside Theatre in Aylesbury.

Doorways
Further details, including current prices can be found at
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/doorways-dance-group

Tuesday Club
The Tuesday Club and Thursday Club meet every week
(except over Christmas/New Year). The Tuesday Club
session starts at Swan Pool, in Buckingham, for an hour
of swimming and finishes next door at the youth centre,
for an hour of structured free time, including socialising,
sports and crafts.

Thursday Club
The Thursday Club runs at Booker Park School, in
Aylesbury. The session begins with an hour of multisports, followed by an hour of free swimming in the onsite pool. Anyone interested in this group or the Tuesday
Club should visit
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/tuesday-club-thursday-club
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New micro grant success
Fifteen parish councils and voluntary
organisations are already benefitting from
AVDC’s New Homes Bonus micro grants, just four
months after the scheme was launched.

Grants of up to £1,000 have been awarded
towards a wide variety of capital projects
across the Vale, including:

•

specialist Goalball UK equipment for
Bucks Vision*

•

the refurbishment of East & Botolph
Claydon and Ludgershall village halls

•

an electronic scoreboard for Dinton
Cricket Club

•

a new mess tent for the First Oakley
Scout Group

•

new tools to enable the expansion of
Winslow Men in Sheds

The application deadline for these easily
accessible micro grants is on the 15th of each
month. For further information on how to apply,
please visit
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/newhomesbonus

*What is Goalball?
Goalball was originally
developed in 1946,
as a rehabilitation
programme for visually
impaired World War II
veterans and is now a
Paralympic sport.
The game is played on an indoor court by
two teams of three players, with all players
wearing eyeshades, so they are totally
blindfolded. The object of the game is to
score a goal by bowling the ball, which
contains a bell so players can hear it,
along the floor to cross the goal line of the
opposing team.
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Have you got your MyAccount?
At the end of last year, we celebrated the 2nd anniversary of AVDC MyAccount, our
online self-service account. To mark the occasion, all residents and businesses
signed up to the service, were given a chance to win an Amazon Echo.
We asked ‘Alexa’, the AI (artificial
intelligence) voice of the Amazon
Echo, to select our winner - well
done to Catherine Mandungu!

Stay connected with
MyAccount
Since its launch in autumn 2015,
about half of all households in
Aylesbury Vale have signed up to
MyAccount.
Catherine receiving
her prize

If you’re not already signed up,
visit www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.
uk/myaccount today, and you can start managing your
details, paying/viewing council tax, ordering new or
replacement bins and much more, at your convenience.
MyAccount is also cost-effective, with savings being
invested in improving our core services.

Did you know? 34% of

residents have linked their
MyAccount to their council
tax, and last year, this saved
us £10,000 in postage costs alone.



Time for a ‘chit-chat’ with AVA
Our webchat service is providing a fast
and efficient way for residents to get in
contact with us. And the service has really grown.
From just 49 webchats in the first month – it now has
over 1,500 per month!
Helping to meet the growing demand for our webchat
service is AVA (Aylesbury Vale Automation), our
webchat automation tool. AVA is a great example
of how AI is helping us to provide residents with
immediate responses. We’re looking to expand this
service and eventually to offer it out of hours… so
watch this space!
Our webchat service is open from 9am to 6pm,
Monday-Friday. No more waiting on the phone!
So, come and chat to us at
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/webchat
Due to recent changes in data protection laws, the
rules around how companies collect and share
your personal data are changing. In order to keep
using MyAccount, you’ll need to confirm that you’re
happy to continue receiving service and marketing
updates from us. Please look out for a notification
with ‘opt in’ details.

Local companies help raise funds for
Chairman’s charities
Thank you to all the local companies* who donated prizes for our Christmas raffle. In total, a fantastic £420
was raised for our Chairman’s charities Buckinghamshire Mind and SeeAbility.
* Rogue Bowling, Waterside Theatre, First
Impressions, Bucks Railway Centre, Hardings
Restaurant, The Belmore Centre, The Charter,
The Coffee Bean, Marks & Spencer, The
Coffee Tree, Zoe Fasina, Perrys, Waitrose, The
Codfather, RJW Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
and Heaven & Earth Beauty.

Working for our residents
Last month marked a significant achievement here
at AVDC, as the council successfully balanced
the budget for the next four years, ensuring core
services are protected.
As regular readers of the AV Times will know, we’ve been
working hard for many years (more than eight, in fact!) to
implement changes, including efficiencies, restructures
and a commercial programme, which have now saved a
total of more than £18.5 million.
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AVDC’s share of your council tax bill only pays for some
of the services we provide. The shortfall is covered
thanks to our transformative changes in recent years
which include a ground-breaking digital programme,
commercial projects and changes throughout the
organisation which have made significant savings and
generated new revenue.

Case study: other councils are our customers!

The council’s achievement comes against the
backdrop of austerity - since 2010 AVDC has lost £9
million, the equivalent of 75% of its central government
funding and more than a third of its original budget.

While all these changes have been happening at
AVDC, many other councils have been watching.
We’re all in the same boat with increasing demand
on our services but less and less money with which
to deliver.

This latest budget includes a modest council
tax increase, which will largely cover inflation.
It takes the amount paid per week by the
average Band D household, from £2.77 to
£2.87 – an annual rise of £5.

After seeing our results, a number of councils have
employed us to help them introduce new initiatives
such as community lotteries (for an update on how
ours is doing, see page 4). Our support ultimately saves
them time and money and helps our residents too!

HS2 update
As you’ll no doubt be aware, the government
sponsored HS2 high-speed railway is going
ahead, and works will be carried out over the
next nine years, with phase one due to open in
December 2026. Preparatory and building works
will affect our area - starting with a programme of
archaeological investigations, which will be the
largest ever undertaken in the Vale.
Contractors working on behalf of HS2 Ltd have been
carrying out enabling works including geophysical surveys
and digging ‘trial trenches’ ready for sites which will
eventually be turned into ecology habitats. These will be
for protected species such as reptiles, bats and badgers.
Unearthing the past
Some of the sites in the Vale are already producing
fascinating finds (some dating back 1,800 years)
particularly in Stoke Mandeville and Doddershall
(Quainton). Evidence of Roman rural settlement has
been found including boundary ditches, rubbish pits
and signs of a possible roundhouse. Finds, which also
include roman pottery, tiles and animal bone, will of
course be recorded and will help to provide an insight
into early Vale life.

How to find out about HS2 works
Residents with works happening near to
where they live can expect to receive a letter
with detailed information in due course.

Pottery found at
Doddershall site

The HS2 help desk can also be contacted
on: 08081 434 434 or hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk

The main areas in the Vale affected by HS2
include: Turweston, Charndon, Twyford, Calvert,
Steeple Claydon, Quainton, Waddesdon,
Aylesbury, Stoke Mandeville and Wendover.
Community funding
Is your community group or business located
alongside the HS2 route? If so, they may be able to
apply for special funds.
Please visit www.gov.uk/guidance/hs2-phase-onehow-to-apply-for-community-and-business-funds

Archaeologists working on a trial
trench in Stoke Mandeville
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It’s a big year for Aylesbury Garden Town, as we draw up the masterplan
that will set out how it will evolve into the future. The status doesn’t
mean that a new town will be built, but instead brings with it the
opportunity to receive additional funding so that Aylesbury can become
a well-designed area, with good infrastructure, quality green spaces and
new job opportunities.
As we draft the masterplan we will be consulting with residents, community groups, developers, infrastructure
providers and all the people who can help us make the town the best possible place to live, work and visit.
The story so far
Aylesbury received Garden Town status from the
government in January last year. It recognised the town
as one of the key places for growth in the UK, with
more than 16,000 new homes planned.
The project is being led by the Garden Town Team,
with support from a wider delivery team with
representatives from AVDC, Buckinghamshire County
Council, the two Local Enterprise Partnerships
(Buckinghamshire Thames Valley and South East
Midlands) and Homes England in an advisory role.
So far, Aylesbury Garden Town has been awarded
more than £10 million in grants from the government.
This includes £9.5 million which was received last
month to facilitate infrastructure projects, including
part of the new Eastern Link Road, which will support
the Woodlands development to the east of the town.
What’s next?
As we draw up the masterplan, one of our aims is to
ensure that Aylesbury becomes a garden town that
incorporates new ideas and technology. The delivery

team have been speaking to representatives from
some of the UK’s most forward-thinking cities, as well
as digital analysts and renewable energy experts, to
share their insight. Over the last few months, we’ve
hosted key strategists from Peterborough, which won
the 2015 World’s Smart City Award and Milton Keynes
Futures 2050, to hear what they’re doing to ensure
their cities continue to grow
and prosper. The innovations
discussed included rapid
transport systems, methods
of sustainable home
building and futuristic
Innovation Session
waste disposal systems.
We’d love to hear what you’d like to see in Aylesbury
Garden Town and this spring we’ll be holding a number
of community sessions to give you the opportunity to
share your ideas. Follow us on Facebook and Twitter so
that we can keep you posted, @AylesburyGT

We’ll also be launching our Aylesbury Garden
Town website this month. You’ll be able to
find it at www.aylesburygardentown.co.uk

Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan
At the time of going to print, the council is on track to send the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan
to the government Planning Inspector. Almost 2,500 comments will be submitted with the
Plan which, once approved, will manage growth in the Vale until 2033. The Plan and all the
comments will be considered at a public examination later in the year. Look out for more
information at www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/localplan
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Shaping up nicely:
Aylesbury’s Exchange
Aylesbury’s come an incredibly long way in recent
years with some fantastic new additions including
Waterside Theatre, Waitrose, Travelodge and the
University Campus Aylesbury Vale (UCAV).
Investment and development work in the town is
ongoing, with the first phase of The Exchange really
starting to take shape. And the Garden Town status, that
Aylesbury now has, will generate more funding so that
the town can be improved further.
AV Times caught up with AVDC’s Assistant Director for
Commercial Property & Regeneration Teresa Lane, to
find out more about The Exchange and what we can
expect to see from this exciting new development in the
coming months.
How is the development
progressing?

“All good! Durkan, our partner
for the development, are
progressing well and is on target
to complete the construction
work in early autumn. The
hoardings will stay up until then
but the scaffolding near the
arches will be down at the end of February in time for
the unveiling of the David Bowie statue on 25 March.”
Which restaurants will be opening?

“We can reveal that Zizzi is one of the restaurants but
the other names are still under wraps, however, I can
tell you that leases have been signed with some very
exciting franchise names. We are working to ensure that
the restaurants complement those already in the town,
and include some international cuisine, as well as being
family-friendly.
In addition, Buckinghamshire County Council, which
owns The Old Police Station, is in discussion with a local
company to open a restaurant in this space.”

Can you tell us about the sculptures planned for the
new public square?

“There are going to be three large statues which are sure
to be a wonderful addition to the town centre - the theme
behind the statues, which will be revealed at a later date,
was developed through community workshops. The
square is going to be a great place to enjoy and relax and
will also feature attractive street furniture.”
We have heard that apartments are a main feature of
the development. Can you tell us a bit about that?

“The 47 apartments, which are owned by Durkan, are
now on sale and we understand are selling well.”
Tell us more about the
David Bowie statue being
unveiled soon?
“The statue was privately
commissioned and crowdfunded by David Stopps,
the promoter of the Friars
Club music venue. David
Bowie had a very special
David Bowie
statue
connection with Aylesbury
as he first performed Hunky
Dory and Ziggy Stardust at Friars in the early 70s. The
unveiling of the statue will take place underneath the
arches at the end of March – something which many
music fans are looking forward to.”
Anything else you’d like to tell us?

“The impact of the internet on retail is very challenging,
particularly for town centres of Aylesbury’s size, so it’s
especially important that we work with our private and
public sector partners to bring forward new schemes
like The Exchange to broaden Aylesbury’s appeal. I’m
fortunate to be involved in this project and look forward
to sharing more news on it in the coming months.”

Buckingham Lodge care home
Culpepper Close, Aylesbury, HP19 9DU

Proudly not-for-profit. Established 1968.
Rated Jan 2018

Offering support for residential and dementia care
Call free on 0808 102 4777 or visit
anchor.org.uk/care for more information

Good

Celebrating 1000 reviews on Check-A-Trade at 9.88/10

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES

“It’s the best home
improvement we have ever made.
Our conservatory is now our
dining room in the garden.”
Mike Millis,
Middleton On Sea

SAVE
9.88%*

Before

on all orders
this month
Quote
AVM0318

Later that day

Your conservatory that was too cold to eat breakfast in, could be nice and toasty by teatime
Our lightweight insulated panels can make your conservatory:
• Warmer in winter • Cooler in summer • Quieter in bad weather • Installed in less than a day • Usable all year round

TEN

For more information call:

www.greenspaceconservatories.co.uk

ANTEE

EA S
R

Y

CONSERVATORY ROOFS

0800 65 25 157

GUAR

As seen on

*Orders placed by end of March 18. Not valid for use with any other offer.
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Learning to
take on the
challenge
Action4Youth, an energetic youth charity that
provides positive, often transformational
experiences and activities, works to enable young
people of all abilities and disabilities to learn to
challenge themselves.
Jack Mitchell is 16 and has attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD) with autistic traits, which means that
while he’s very sociable, Jack struggles to interact
appropriately. Growing up, Jack always found it difficult to
fit in at school and never established a group of friends.
Jack’s mum, Mel, recently heard about Action4Youth’s
National Citizen Service (NCS), a national voluntary
personal and social development programme for
15–17 year olds. “A friend’s daughter took part in the
course and said how fantastic it was and how much
confidence and self-assurance it had given her,”
explains Mel. “Jack was very sceptical at first, he told
me he was nervous about going because he didn’t
know anyone, but I knew that if we could encourage
him to give it a try that he would really enjoy it.”

“By the end of the first week,
he was full of excitement and
stories of new friendships, he
didn’t want to come home!”
“It wasn’t just the social side,”
continues Mel, “he loved all of the
activities too, and taking part in
things he’d never done before.”
Action4Youth’s NCS programme
provides young people with
the opportunity to challenge
themselves, overcome some
of their fears and develop their
team work, leadership and
communication skills.
Action4Youth was one of the
last groups to be awarded
funds from Aylesbury Vale
Community Chest - a 10 year
partnership between Vale
of Aylesbury Housing Trust
and AVDC - benefitting from a
£10,000 grant towards their
work with local youth clubs in
early 2017.

For further information, and to sign-up, visit www.action4youth.org/national-citizen-service

Aylesbury Homeless Action Group
Aylesbury Homeless Action Group (AHAG) is
a local charity which is changing lives. In the
last year, it has supported more than 200 local
people facing a housing crisis.
The organisation works with any person over the age
of 18 years who is homeless, facing homelessness
or housed in a vulnerable situation. We’re one of the
partner organisations which works closely with AHAG,
enabling the charity to increase the services they offer.
“There’s no single reason why people find themselves
struggling in these situations - it can be through all
sorts of circumstances, including personal, financial
and health. AHAG is an amazing organisation which
often provides a lifeline when people are at their
lowest point. Our work with them helps to provide the

right type of support
at the right time,”
says AVDC Strategy
and Partnership
Manager, Khyati
Vaughan.
That support is
incredibly wideranging and includes
assistance in finding the right housing, case workers,
help in accessing AVDC’s services, benefits budgeting,
employment support, laundry facilities, health services
and more.
Please call us on 01296 435026 or visit
www.ahag.org.uk for further information.
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Food, glorious food –
Don’t let it go to waste!
Every day, many of us find ourselves
clearing out our fridges and cupboards and
scraping our plates of food we no longer
want or need.
We’re encouraging you to reduce your food waste
- whether this be through freezing food in portions
to help you only use what you need, lunching on
leftovers or using up those forgotten veggies to create
delicious homemade soup. Lots of fantastic recipes
and money saving ideas can be found at
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com

FOOD

CADDY

How to use the food bin
** Each household has a silver kitchen caddy to put
food scraps in. Line it with a compostable liner;
when full, tie the bag, remove it from the caddy
and place it in the outdoor green food waste bin.

** Both the caddy and the green bin have lockable
lids (use the handle to lock them) to keep
out pets and flies - and to keep smells in.

** If you wish, you can line the caddy and the
food bin with newspaper or kitchen roll.

Some food waste is inevitable. For example, egg
shells, banana skins and tea bags are never going to
be on the menu! But, they can all be recycled.

What happens to your waste?

Any food raw or cooked

Plate scrapings

Fruit and vegetables

Meat and fish,
the skin, bones and shells

Cheese, yogurt and
other dairy products

Eggs and
egg shells

Bread, biscuits, crisps,
cakes and pastries

Pet food
(meat and biscuits)

There are many benefits to recycling food waste:

** It can save you money as you notice what
is wasted

** It’s turned into energy to power our homes
** It’s used as compost on local farmlands
** Weekly collections keep your bins
smelling fresh!

If you don’t already have one, you can
order your food recycling bin by visiting
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/recycle

CADDY

Easter essentials
You can recycle all the packaging around
your Easter egg – the foil wrap, plastic
packaging and the outer card can all
go into your blue-lidded recycling bin.
So munch, scrunch and recycle!

Bank holiday
collections
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Revised collection day

Friday 30 March
(Good Friday)

Saturday 31 March

Monday 2 April
(Easter Monday)

Saturday 7 April

Monday 7 May
(Bank Holiday)

Saturday 12 May

Monday 28 May
(Bank Holiday)

Saturday 2 June

EC

Garden waste
collection - costs
and benefits
The cost of our garden waste collection service
is changing. The annual cost for the service will
rise to £45 on 1 April 2018. However, this still
makes it only around £2 per collection.

YCL

E

Are you a
recycling whizz?

R

Usual collection day

WASTE

AVDC is committed to promoting
and encouraging recycling across
Aylesbury Vale. As such, our
collection crews will collect any extra recycling put in
a clear bag or cardboard box and placed next to your
blue-lidded recycling bin on collection day. (Watch out
for those April showers, as we are unable to collect
cardboard boxes with soggy bottoms!)

Cut out and keep

FOOD

CADDY

hamster heroes
Our Recycling and Waste collection
crew members recently became
heroes of the hour when they came
to the rescue of a pet hamster!
It’s fair to say our staff come across a few unusual things
but imagine their surprise when they recently found a
little hamster scrambling around in a resident’s refuse bin.
After an initial unsuccessful attempt to contact the owner,
the crew members took the hamster, affectionately
named ‘Dusty’, back to their base and created a
temporary home.
They later took it to Pets at Home, in Aylesbury, where
‘Dusty’ was looked after while we tried to get to the
bottom of things.
Luckily, contact was finally made on the same day and this
cute creature was reunited with its rather surprised owners.
They were both baffled and thrilled to discover their pet
was alive and well. They explained that the hamster was
presumed dead and so had wrapped it in bedding and placed
in the bin, but it had actually just been hibernating. Thankfully,
our eagle-eyed crew members were there to save it!
If you own a hamster, it’s worth knowing they can go into
hibernation in winter, even in a warm house. Visit www.
rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/pets/rodents/hamsters/
behaviour for more information.

This is the first rise in the cost of this service in three
years, and is needed to cover our increased costs,
which include inflation, fuel costs and government
funding cuts. If you’re already signed up to the annual
collection service, you’ll receive your invoice for the
new amount a few weeks before the due date. (The
price increase will come into force when your contract
is renewed and apply from that date forward.)
Garden waste is collected fortnightly from February
to November (around 21 collections), and all garden
waste collected by us is turned into compost to be
used on farmland as a soil improver.
Having your garden waste collected makes looking
after your garden so much easier and saves you time
and money compared to transporting your waste to
the tip. It really is a cost-effective way of managing
your garden waste, and we encourage you to sign up
in time for the spring and summer.
Which day will my garden waste bin be collected?
Please visit our website www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
and use the ‘Find your bin day’ service.
What can I put in my garden waste bin?
See the information on our ‘What goes in which bin’
webpage to find out what you can and cannot put in
your garden waste bin.
What should I do if my garden waste bin is
stolen or damaged?
Visit MyAccount and complete the replacement bin
form or contact us, and we’ll arrange a replacement.
You can sign up to the garden waste collection
service via MyAccount at any time of the year. And
if you choose to pay by direct debit, you won’t
have to worry about meeting payment due dates.
Please note that your service will automatically
continue each year unless you ask us to cancel it.
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SAME DAY
SKIP HIRE
Embracing Zero
Landfill

Edward Briscoe MIPW

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY
£250* per person

Providing skips in your area since 1997

01296 651678
Licensed by The Environment Agency EPR/BB3634RA

www.bucksrecycling.co.uk

Covers Health & Finance 2 home visits, advice and certification
* OPG charges of £82 per application are extra

WILLS IN ENGLISH
In essence you don’t have a Will if you die without one
Wills from £80 if you don’t have one
Compliant with the IPW code of practice

Phone: 07962 157843 / 01491 638075
Email: edward@willsinenglish.com

Win tickets to see
MAMMA MIA!

get involved ••15
15

Join the club!
WIN!

The worldwide smash hit musical MAMMA
MIA! is coming to Aylesbury Waterside Theatre
from Tuesday 26 to Saturday 30 June as part of
an international tour – and you can win tickets!
Set on a Greek island paradise, a story of love,
friendship and identity is cleverly told through
the timeless songs of ABBA.
This irresistibly funny show has been thrilling
audiences all around the world, and has to date
been seen by more than 60 million people in 16
different languages! Whatever age you are, you can’t
help but have the time of your life at MAMMA MIA!

Formed at the start of the 2014/15 season, the club
now has over 100 members.
The club recently kick-started ‘MiniDucks for Girls’,
which offers football training for 3 to 7 year olds,
and ‘Social Ladies Football Club’, which is open to
beginners, returning players or ladies who just want
to train for fun and fitness.
This is a sister club of FA Women’s Super League 1
team, Reading FC Women, and the partnership gives
the club access to a range of benefits, including
player appearances and coaching sessions, as well as
discounted tickets to home matches at Adams Park.
Visit www.aylesburyunitedladiesgirlsfc.com to find
out more.
If you’re part of a club that would like to be
showcased in a future edition of AV Times, please
email communications@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

The 2017 AVDC Design Awards took place back in November. Sponsored by Durkan,
the glittering event celebrated building design projects across the Vale that
demonstrated exceptional quality and innovation.
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W

Celebrating ‘The View’ at our Design Awards

NE

R

For your chance to win a pair of tickets to
this ultimate feel-good party on Tuesday 26
June (7.30pm start), simply tell us how many
Easter bunnies are hiding in the pages of this
magazine. Email your answer (along with your
name and phone number) to:
communications@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk. Or
post your answer with your contact details to:
MAMMA MIA! Competition, Communications
& Marketing, AVDC, The Gateway, Gatehouse
Road, Aylesbury, HP19 8FF. Closing date is 30 April,
when the winning entry will be drawn. Good luck!

Local club Aylesbury United
Ladies & Girls FC are looking for
new players and coaches.

‘The View’ in Dadford

Out of the nine shortlisted projects this year, the overall winner for Outstanding Design was ‘The View’ in
Dadford, a development by Francis Jackson Homes and Msquare Architects. The development consists of six new
homes, sensitively designed to respect their position in relation to the Grade I listed Stowe House.
If you know of a new development, special space, conversion, extension or regeneration scheme that you feel could be a
winning entry for our 25th Design Awards - we want to hear from you. For more information on how to nominate, please
visit our website and search for ‘AVDC Design Awards 2018’ or email: economicdevelopment@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

You can view the full list of nominees and winners of category awards on our website.

MUST-SEE SHOWS AT AYLESBURY WATERSIDE THEATRE

MON 19 – SAT 24 MAR

TUE 10 – SAT 14 APR

TUE 15 – SAT 19 MAY

THE STORY OF FRANKIE VALLI & THE FOUR SEASONS

TUE 26 – SAT 30 JUN

TUE 3 – SAT 14 JUL

BOX OFFICE 0844 871 7607*
ATGTICKETS.COM/Aylesbury*
JerseyBoys_Title_TagLine_594x450.indd 1

*Booking fees apply. Calls cost up to 7p per minute, plus your phone company’s access charge.

BE
GOOD
AT
BEING
YOURSELF

ASK
ABOUT OUR
TWO WEEK
TRIAL

Singing, dancing and acting classes
for 4 - 18 year olds, where students
learn to embrace life with creativity
and courage
Find out more today:
AYLESBURY
01525 790 795
stagecoach.co.uk/aylesbury
THAME
01865 763767
stagecoach.co.uk/thame

™

Creative Courage For Life

®

Stagecoach Performing Arts Schools are operated under franchise and are independently owned by their
Principals. Stagecoach is a registered trademark of Stagecoach Theatre Arts Ltd.

Unlock your child’s potential with
Stagecoach Performing Arts

24/01/2018 15:05
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All change for

NEW 5 or 10 mile routes starting and finishing at
Aylesbury College

fnhospice.org.uk/midnightwalk

Registered Charity: 1119499

What’s on?
Keep an eye on what’s on this spring
with our cut out and keep listings.

MARCH
The Art of Ed Org exhibition: drawing and
paintings by an exceptional illustrator, The
Bucks Goat Centre, Stoke Mandeville (until
25 March). Inspired by myth and legend with
Art Nouveau and Pre-Raphaelite influences. Free entry.
www.obsidianart.co.uk
Elisabeth Frink exhibition: sculptures, drawings
and prints, Bucks County Museum (until 21 April).
Famous 20th century artist, well known for her life-sized
sculpture of a black horse outside Lloyds Bank in Milton
Keynes. Entry by donation. www.buckscountymuseum.org
6 Mar, Vintage & Craft Bazaar, 9am-2pm, Aylesbury
town centre. Every Tuesday. www.visitaylesbury.co.uk
8 Mar, Classical Lunchtime Concert, 12.45-1.45pm,
St Mary’s Church Aylesbury. *Classical music concerts
every Thursday lunchtime. £4 entry, free for under 19s.
www.aylesburylunchtimemusic.co.uk *(until 26 April)

10 Mar, Wendover Music, 7.30pm, St Mary’s Church
Wendover. Mini Mozart 10am and 11am, Castalian
Quartet 7.30pm Haydn, Britten and Schubert. Tickets £16
www.wendover-music.org
10 Mar, Son of a Preacher Man, 7.30pm, Aylesbury
Waterside Theatre. A sparklingly funny, new musical
featuring the greatest hits of Dusty Springfield. Directed
and choreographed by Craig Revel Horwood
www.atgtickets.com/aylesbury
12 Mar, Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde, 7pm, Roxburgh Hall,
Stowe School. A thrilling adaptation of Robert Louis
Stevenson’s dark psychological fantasy.
www.artsatstowe.co.uk
16-17 Mar, Charity Beer Festival, Winslow Public Hall. A
charity beer festival organised by the Lions Club of Winslow.
Over 40 beers and ciders to enjoy. www.winslowlions.org.uk
30 Mar-2 Apr, Cadbury Easter Egg Hunt, 1-5pm, Ascot
House, Wing. Egg hunt, bunny crafts and face painting.
Booking advisable. www.ascottestate.co.uk
30 Mar-2 Apr, Cadbury Easter Egg Hunt, 10am-4pm,
Waddesdon, Aylesbury. A fun-filled egg hunt around
the grounds. www.waddesdon.org.uk

APRIL

JUNE

3, 4, 5 Apr, Honeycomb Dance Festival,
7pm, Aylesbury Waterside Theatre.
Dance extravaganza featuring over 30
groups of 8-18 year olds. Tickets £10-15.
www.atgtickets.com/aylesbury

9 June, The Great British Dog Walk, 11am-4pm,
Stowe Gardens. An annual charity event held in aid of
Hearing Dogs for Deaf People with many fun activities
and stalls. www.hearingdogs.org.uk

9-13 Apr, Rock and Pop School for 10-18 year olds,
9am-6pm, Chung Music School, Stowe School. A five
day course of professional music workshops leading to
the production of industry standard recordings.
www.artsatstowe.co.uk
5 & 12 Apr, Aylesbury Thursday, 11am-3pm, Aylesbury
town centre. Holiday events for children of all ages!
www.visitaylesbury.co.uk
28-29 Apr, House and Garden Open
Weekend, 2pm-5pm, Turn End,
Haddenham. Visit this award-winning
family home and explore the enchanting
series of walled gardens. £15 entry. Free for
children and Friends of Turn End. www.turnend.org.uk

MAY
1 May, Maypole Dancing, St Peter & St Paul’s Church.
Traditional maypole dancing performed by the local
school children. www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk
6-7 May, Steam Gala and Model
Railway Exhibition, 10.30am
Buckinghamshire Railway Centre.
Come and see a visiting steam engine
and model railways exhibit and be
treated to unlimited steam train rides!
www.bucksrailcentre.org
20 May, Chiltern Hills Vintage Vehicle Rally, 10am5pm, Weedon Park. Annual rally with 1,000 classic
and vintage vehicles on show - as well as a variety of
entertainment and stands. Entry £6, children free. www.
chilternhillsrally.org.uk
21 May, The Big Pace Walk, 8am-6pm, registration at
Wendover Memorial Hall. A choice of 6, 12 or 18 mile
routes. www.thepacecentre.org
27 May, Music in the Market, 1-10pm, Buckingham
town centre. The 18th annual open-air Music in the
Market event. www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk

9 June, The Three Inch Fools Present - A Midsummer
Night’s Dream, 6pm, Ascot House, Wing. A comic
tale of runaway lovers, beguiling potions and a rather
unfortunate individual who gets turned into a donkey.
www.ascottestate.co.uk
9 June, Lindengate Fair, The Old Allotment site next
to Wyevale Garden Centre, 12-4.30pm. Craft stall.
www.lindengate.org.uk
9-24 June, Bucks Art Weeks, studios
across Buckinghamshire. See the
works of hundreds of artists in studios
and exhibitions across the county.
www.bucksartweeks.org.uk
16-17 June, Waddesdon Manor Feast
2017, 10am-5pm. Enjoy a taste of history over this twoday festival celebrating food, drink and entertainment.
www.waddesdon.org.uk
17 June, Father’s Day - Heritage Commercial Vehicle
Rally, Buckinghamshire Railway Centre, 10.30am4.30pm. Bring your dad to see the old commercial
vehicles and enjoy unlimited steam train rides!
www.bucksrailcentre.org

If you have an event that’s taking place
between July - October, please contact
whatson@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Memory Support
Service

Here for everyone worried about
their memory in Buckinghamshire
Get in touch today
01296 331 749
memorysupport@alzheimers.org.uk

Cut out and keep
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Spotlight on

Stoke Hammond
Image ©Nigel Cox

Stoke Hammond is a small but growing village of some 1,100
people, on the north eastern edge of the Aylesbury Vale. The
Hammond in the village’s name refers to the Hamon family who
once owned the land.

The Domesday Book in 1086 records that it consisted
of just 12 villagers, four smallholders and six slaves. An
Anglo-Saxon church once stood on the site of the current
St Luke’s, and part of it can still be seen in the south
wall. In more recent history, Stoke Hammond was the
only village in Buckinghamshire that lost none of its men
fighting in World War 1, making it a ‘Thankful Village’.
Community at the heart of the village
The village has a thriving community, with a shop,
regular services at its two churches, a programme of
clubs and events, a busy community centre and wellused facilities at its sports club. A choice of pubs is
on offer, with The Dolphin in the heart of the village or
the nearby canalside Three Locks just a short distance
along the Grand Union Canal. The canal passes very
close to the village, and is a popular route for local dog
walkers, joggers and families out for a pleasant stroll.

Country living - just minutes from the
nearest towns
Being close to Leighton Buzzard and Milton Keynes,
the roads of the village were a busy through route until
2004, when the Stoke Hammond bypass was opened.
In 2007 it was joined up to a new section of the A4146
to become the Western Bypass, which incorporated
40,000 metres of drains and created seven badger
tunnels! There are three bus routes which service Stoke
Hammond, supported by its active Parish Council’s
transport scheme for elderly or disabled residents. The
Parish Council also operates a ‘Green Team’, who keep
the village tidy, clean and attractive, and hopes to enter
Stoke Hammond for the Best Kept Village in 2018. As the
warmer spring weather arrives, this village could be just
the right destination if you want to get out and explore
what the Vale has to offer.

Find out more at www.stokehammondpc.com

Looking for things to do in
Aylesbury Vale?
Head over to www.visitaylesbury.co.uk and
www.visitbuckinghamshire.org to see the fantastic
range of places to eat, drink, shop and enjoy. You
may want to bookmark the sites too - as they offer
listings of the latest shows and events taking place
in Aylesbury Vale and beyond.

20 • local loves

Local Loves with
Clare Samways
After three years of finding out the local loves of
some of our more famous residents, we thought it
was time for a bit of a change, so we’re now devoting
the feature to some different stars – those who
work for the Vale’s good causes. Where would we be
without them?
First up is fundraising officer and mum of two
teenagers, Claire Samways who lives in Aylesbury and
works for the Puzzle Centre – a small charity which
provides specialist early years education for children
with autism and associated communication difficulties.

Favourite attraction in the Vale?
The Bucks County Museum is an asset to both
Aylesbury and the Vale. In addition to numerous
exhibitions, the Roald Dahl Gallery holds fond
memories for our family, as we visited often when
the children were younger. I think the café and the
museum staff are so welcoming and friendly. Their
garden is a little haven too; a contrast from the
hustle and bustle of the busy market town.

Favourite landmark
in the Vale?
We enjoy varied walks
in the Vale with our
four-year-old black
Labrador, Lola! The
view from the top of
Cadsden is stunning,
and definitely a
reward after climbing
Clare Samways
up there. However,
Eythrope is my
favourite walk, and my dog walking
pals and I refer to it fondly as Middle Earth!

Best day out in the Vale?
Waddesdon Manor and grounds - a jewel in the
National Trust’s crown and a popular spot for all
the family. I’ve seen the National Trust enhance the
grounds and their events schedule over the past
twenty years or more.
Waddesdon Manor and grounds

Favourite restaurant in the Vale?
The Temple Street Wine Bar in Aylesbury for
their delicious cocktails, and The Mole & Chicken
restaurant at Easington, near Long Crendon. (With
stunning views from their pub garden, it’s our
restaurant of choice for special occasions.)

Favourite memory in the Vale?

View from the top of
Cadsden, with Lola

Moving into Aylesbury old town in the summer of 1995!
It really is a village within a town, with neighbours of
all ages enjoying the old town dwelling and looking
out for one another. It’s a great community.

If you’re part of a local charity or community group and would like to feature in our
Local Loves section, please email communications@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

news • 21
DiscoVer how we can help
you moVe into a new home at

millway furlong
HaddenHam, aylesbury, HP17 8dG

£500 towards legal fees**

stylish two beDroom houses with priVate garDens
anD parking aVailable now for shareD ownership
Haddenham is a quaint village in Buckinghamshire. It is an ideal location for
families and has good transport links from Haddenham and Thame Parkway Station,
only a few minutes walk away. Services run to London Marylebone, Birmingham Moor
Street, Oxford and Stratford-upon-Avon, with the fastest travel time into
London being around 35 minutes†.

prices from

£165,000*

*based on a 50% share of £330,000. rent: £481.25 / service charge: £50.83

Visit www.hightownhomes.com to discover more
please call 01442
01442 292381
sales@hightownha.org.uk

292381 to book a viewing

www.hightownhomes.com
HightownHomes

**Eligibility criteria apply. †Source:www.tfl.gov.uk. Rental costs are subject to change and are correct at time of going to press.
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TREATMENTS AVAILABLE:
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•
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•
•

Corn & callus care
Nail cutting & filing
Sports biomechanics
Orthotics & insoles
Foot & leg pains
Ingrown toenails

•
•
•
•
•
•

Thick & fungal nails
Heel pain
Verucca therapies
Nail surgery
Diabetic foot care
Private healthcare

Anthony Cherry BSc (Hons) M.S.Ch
HPC & State Registered

Aylesbury Clinic
Duck Farm Court
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
(Close to Town Centre, Bus & Train Station)

Standard appointment £40 - Nail cutting & foot check £28

01296 340043

www.cherryfeet.co.uk • anthony@cherryfeet.co.uk
£5 DISCOUNT on your first appointment

Anthony Cherry BSc (Hons) M.S.Ch
HPC & State Registered

01296 340043

Aylesbury Clinic at Duck Farm Court
www.cherryfeet.co.uk • anthony@cherryfeet.co.uk
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£5 DISCOUNT on a friend’s first appointment

Anthony Cherry BSc (Hons) M.S.Ch
HPC & State Registered

01296 340043

Aylesbury Clinic at Duck Farm Court
www.cherryfeet.co.uk • anthony@cherryfeet.co.uk
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