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Main Street, Adstock, Buckinghamshire MK18 2JN

AWARD WINNING PUB & RESTAURANT

Tel: 01296 712584    www.theoldthatchedinn.co.uk

We offer a unique blend of 
high quality dining, hosted 
in a relaxed and comfortable 
environment, serving locally 
sourced food.

Call us to book your Christmas 
& New Year celebrations.

Open seven days:
Lunch from 12 noon - 2.30pm
Dinner from 5pm - 9pm
Serving all day Sunday from 
12 noon - 8pm (last booking)

Eat, Drink & Dine
Winslow Road, Granborough, Buckinghamshire MK18 3NJ

A charming village pub, situated between 
Winslow and Aylesbury, offering high 
quality dining in relaxed and comfortable 
surroundings.

Bookings now being taken for Christmas 
Parties, Christmas Day and New Year.

Real ales available or choose from one of 
our 50 gins from our Gin Bar!

THE BEST PUB IN GRANBOROUGH

Pub open seven days - Monday: 5 - 9pm, Tuesday - Friday: 12 noon - 11pm, Saturday: 10:30am - 11pm, 
Sunday: 12 noon - 8pm. Open every Bank Holiday Monday: 12 noon - 6pm. 

Food served - Tuesday - Friday: 12 noon - 2pm and 5 - 9pm, Saturday: 10.30 - 2.30 and 5 - 9pm, Sunday: 12 noon - 6pm.

Tel: 01296 670216    www.thecrowngranborough.co.uk



Christmas Lights Switch On -  
Thursday 15 November

Join in the fun in 
Aylesbury town centre 
and herald the start of 
the festivities with the 
ever-popular Christmas 
Lights Switch On.

This spectacular event 
takes place between 

5.30pm and 7.30pm in Market Square, along 
with a funfair in Kingsbury until 8.30pm. The 
lights will be switched on at 7pm and will be 
followed by a colourful, eye-opening fireworks 
display.

There’ll also be a host of live acts performing 
throughout the event, including some of the 
cast from this year’s panto – Holly Atterton and 
Andy Collins.

While taking in the visual and musical feasts, 
you’ll be able to enjoy a range of delicious 
street food: German sausages, burritos, Indian 
cuisine, hot roasted chestnuts, fudge or fresh 
doughnuts… or simply pick from one of the 
town’s inviting cafés and restaurants.

Festive fun in 
the Vale!

There’s lots going on this Christmas, including some fantastic festive 
events in Aylesbury.

Christmas Craft & Gift Fair - 
Sunday 2 December

Buckinghamshire’s largest 
free to the public Christmas 
Craft & Gift Fair (boasting 
over 80 stalls) will be lining 
the cobbles of the town’s 
beautiful and historic 
Market Square.

Between 11am and 3pm, it’ll be offering 
a huge assortment of items produced by local 
businesses, including: Christmas decorations, 
jewellery, soft furnishings, children’s gifts, soaps, 
cosmetics, candles, Italian delicacies, cheeses, 
herbs, children’s handcrafted clothing, classic car 
memorabilia, collectable toy cars, accessories, 
homeware, craft beer and gin and much more!

In addition, Aylesbury Town Centre Partnership is 
delighted once again to welcome Young Enterprise 
representatives. The budding local entrepreneurs 
from Aylesbury schools have set up companies 
with the support of Young Enterprise and will be 
selling the products they’ve created.

Finally, while you’re immersing yourself in the eclectic 
mix of stalls - enjoy live music and an even bigger and 
better range of tasty street food than in previous years.
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Festive fun in 
the Vale!

Santa’s Sunday  
Sunday 25 November
A real family favourite!

This year, the parade will be led by a fabulous snow lion. The 
parade will also include bouncing snowmen, stilt walkers, 
real donkeys, a samba band and a colourful array of music 
and dance groups performing throughout the parade.

Starting from the High Street, the parade of fun 
characters and local groups will sing and dance their 
way through the town from 10.45am, making their way 
around to Market Square.

After the parade, there’ll be a range of entertainment 
including go-karts, a small funfair and donkey rides, 
which will be available until 3pm.

As well as a selection of 
mouth-watering street food for 
you to enjoy, it could also be 
the perfect day to start  
your Christmas shopping - 
with the town hosting an  
array of national and 
independent shops.

For more events happening across the Vale, please see our 
‘What’s on guide?’ (pages 17 and 18) or go to visitaylesbury.co.uk



40,000
Average number of bins collected in 
the Vale every day.

Aylesbury Vale Times is a publication from Aylesbury Vale 
District Council. It’s printed on environmentally friendly 
paper. Please recycle after reading.

If you’d like a free copy of this magazine in large print,  
or on CD, call 01296 585216.

Cover photo: Aylesbury Market Square, 2014

Magazine design by Fortem Digital.

Phone: 01296 585858 (main switchboard) 
Website: aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 
Editor: Craig Todd, 01296 585216  
or ctodd@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

This edition of Aylesbury Vale Times costs 
around 15p per copy.*

Some stock images are used in the production of this magazine to help illustrate 
an article, this is in part to ensure costs are kept to a minimum. *Copy price may 
vary slightly per issue, depending on advertising revenue and postage costs.

The views expressed by individuals in Aylesbury Vale Times are not 
necessarily the views of Aylesbury Vale District Council. Every effort is  
made to ensure that all information is accurate at the time of going to press.

External advertising in the magazine does not imply an endorsement or 
promotion of the advertisement, nor its content, products or services by 
Aylesbury Vale District Council.
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2 • contents

£223,789
Secured funding from the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government for 
AVDC to support rough sleepers in the 
Vale for 2018/19.

£4.5 million
Investment for improvements to 
Kingsbury and Market Square in 
Aylesbury Town Centre.

Advertise with us
To find out more about how we could help your company or 
organisation, please email: communications@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

1 Festive events in  
the Vale

6 How to stay safe  
in a taxi

9 Behind the scenes  
at Silverstone

12 Recycling - things  
‘Yule’ need to know!

13 Christmas bin  
collection changes

17 What’s on in the Vale this winter 
(cut out and keep)

19 Spotlight on Maids Moreton

Vale Lottery -  
is your school 
signed up?

The latest on 
Aylesbury  
Garden Town

Win Waterside 
Theatre panto 
tickets!

Local Loves 
with Liz Puszyk

40%
Increase in demand for our webchat 
service (versus same period last year).

Some BIG achievements during 2018:

Welcome to the latest edition 
of Aylesbury Vale Times
This festive edition is jam-packed with community news, local events, the 
latest on recycling and waste, a Peter Pan competition and much more!

And make sure you don’t miss our Local Loves section, which features  
Liz Puszyk from charity Enrych Bucks talking about her favourite things in 
the Vale.

Enjoy the magazine and have a great Christmas and New Year!



Let’s reduce food waste
www.recycle4bucks.co.uk/food

recycle4bucks
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We’re calling on the PTAs at local schools to join 
dozens of others who are raising much-needed 
funds through Vale Lottery.

Fifty-four schools across the Vale are already signed up 
to the online initiative which is run by ourselves.

Aylesbury Grammar School has been part of Vale Lottery 
since June 2017 and has built up an impressive number 
of ticket sales.

Stoke Mandeville Combined School joined Vale Lottery 
more recently. Over the years, their PTA funds have gone 
towards a number of things, including the purchase of a 
new minibus, digital cameras, an outdoor classroom and 

more. Organisers are hoping Vale Lottery will give them 
the opportunity to go even further.

Vale Lottery is open to all types of local organisations, 
including sports clubs, theatre groups and charities. 60p 
from every £1 ticket goes to good causes, with 50p going 
directly to the chosen cause and an additional 10p going to 
the Community Fund, which is administered by ourselves.

To date, Vale Lottery has raised more than 
£200,000 thanks to the generosity of 
supporters. And this month, it’s celebrating its 
3rd birthday. So check out our special bonus 
birthday prize draw!

Is your school signed 
up to Vale Lottery?

“We’re thrilled with Vale Lottery! 
We’ve raised over £1,200 in our 
first year. It’s fantastic for our 
families - they can take part in 

a lottery which offers them a 
higher chance of winning than the 

National Lottery plus they know that 50p in every 
pound goes directly to AGS - benefitting their 
sons,” says PTA Chair Kate Locke.

“We joined Vale Lottery to give our 
supporters a quick, hassle-free 
chance to help the school - with 
the added bonus of possible 

cash prizes - and we’re already 
starting to bring in additional 

funding,” says Joint Chair Lauren Zientek.

What are you waiting for? Join up in minutes at valelottery.co.uk
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AVDC’s latest exciting new development, The 
Exchange, is nearing completion.

Together with its development partner, Durkan, 
AVDC is creating brand new spaces for restaurants, 
a fantastic public square and much-needed homes 
right in the heart of Aylesbury town centre. Long 
Lional, a busy pedestrian route to the High Street, 
will also be improved to help support existing 
businesses and create new business space.

The Exchange is the latest stage in AVDC’s 
regeneration of the town centre and it’s an 
important investment to help transform the town 
into the place of choice for entertainment and arts.

The new public square has been funded by a grant 
from the South East Midlands Local Enterprise 
Partnership (SEMLEP), and it recognises the importance 
of creating high-quality spaces as town centres 
continue to face the challenges of online shopping.

Construction of the scheme began in January 2017 
and when finished will offer 47 one and two-
bedroom apartments for sale. The first phase of 
apartments have already been released for sale, 
with the second phase on sale in autumn 2018.

Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway corridor 
route announced

In September, Highways England announced 
‘Option B’ as its preferred corridor for the long-
anticipated Oxford-Cambridge Expressway. This 
was one of three potential corridors identified in 
the National Infrastructure Commission’s 2017 
report and roughly follows the route of the East-
West rail link. Around 70% of the corridor falls within 
Aylesbury Vale, making it of critical importance 
to the council and Aylesbury Vale communities.

The government’s next step will be to determine 
the actual route. AVDC will be working with Bucks 
CC, the Local Enterprise Partnerships and other 
partners on the route options to ensure proper 
mitigation for communities that are affected by the 
project. We will be pressing government to engage 
much more widely with the public community 
and environmental groups than it has so far.

AVDC has a web page about the expressway, 
which includes links to key documents and 
reports: aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/expressway

£50,000 Our Vale fund to 
support community projects!

In our last edition, we told you about 
Our Vale, an online crowdfunding 
platform to connect and empower local 
communities and help shape the Vale 

for the better. The initiative was launched in July 

by AVDC and Spacehive to help turn your project 
ideas into reality, whether you want to transform a 
shared space, inspire visitors or enhance the Vale. 
Alongside over £300,000 from external grant funds, 
projects will be able to access £50,000 from AVDC’s 
Our Vale fund, subject to criteria. If you’ve got a project 
idea to improve your local community, 
then we want to hear from you!

Find out more: spacehive.com/movement/our-vale

Three large sculptures unique to the 
scheme will be unveiled in the public square 
before Christmas - look out for details on 
visitaylesbury.co.uk

The Exchange nears 
completion
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Planning on taking a taxi over 
the festive period? Here’s how 
to stay safe
Many of us like to indulge in a drink or two over the 
Christmas and New Year period, and taxis offer a 
convenient way to travel to and from local restaurants, 
bars and clubs.

However, if you are taking a taxi, it’s important to ensure 
you’re getting into a licensed cab with a licensed driver.  
You can do this by following the simple tips below:

Remember if you take a private hire that has not been booked, you 
are NOT insured for the journey. It’s a criminal offence for a private 
hire driver to take you without a booking.

By following the tips above, you can stay safe - 
while still enjoying your evenings and nights out.

AVDC is now a 
‘Friends Against 
Scams’ organisation

Scams affect the lives of millions of 
people across the UK. People who are 
scammed often experience shame and 
social isolation as a result.

What are scams?

There are many types of online, postal, 
telephone or doorstep scams, but 
some of the most common are: fake 
lotteries, deceptive prize draws or 
sweepstakes, clairvoyants, computer 
scams and romance scams.

To help counter this social menace, 
the National Trading Standards 
Scams Team has set up an initiative 
called Friends Against Scams. It 
aims to protect and prevent people 
from becoming victims of scams 
by empowering communities and 
businesses to… ‘Take a Stand Against 
Scams’.

AVDC has pledged to promote the 
Friends Against Scams initiative to its 
staff and the residents and businesses 
of Aylesbury Vale, with the intention 
of helping people to learn about the 
different types of scams and how to 
spot and support a victim.

Private Hire Vehicle 
Must be booked, cannot be hailed.

• No meter.

• Yellow licence plate on the rear  
 and in the front window.

• Not able to queue at a taxi rank.

Hackney Carriage Vehicle (Taxi) 
No booking required, can be hailed.

• Must use the meter.

• White licence plate on the rear  
 and in the front window.

• Able to queue at a taxi rank.

1. Check there is an AVDC taxi licence plate at the 
rear of the vehicle. This should have a valid expiry 
date on it, and the registration number should 
match the vehicle’s registration plate.

2. When booking a private hire vehicle, always give 
your name. When checking if your private hire 
vehicle has arrived always ask them whose name 
the booking was made under.

3. Check the vehicle has AVDC stickers on the doors.

4. Check the driver is wearing an AVDC photo ID 
badge, and the photo matches the driver.

5. When travelling in a taxi, sit in the back seats if 
possible, and try to stay alert at all times.

6. Try to avoid travelling alone.

If you’re interested in protecting 
yourself and your family from 
scams, then head over to 
friendsagainstscams.org.uk/
elearning/aylesburyvale and take 
the FREE online training course.
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Contact us via webchat Use the ‘Find my bin day’ 
tool online

Download the AVDC Bins app
You can even ask Alexa! 
Remember to start your question with 
“Alexa, ask my local authority...”

Aylesbury Vale is now 
a ‘Full Universal Credit 
Service’

Universal Credit is the new benefit for working-
age people who are on low income or are out 
of work and claim benefits. It has replaced a 
number of benefits, including housing benefits 
and tax credits, and is administered by the 
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP). 

Aylesbury Vale became a Full Universal 
Credit Service on Wednesday 26 September 
2018, and our residents who are currently 
claiming housing benefit, will be gradually 
moved to Universal Credit as and when their 
circumstances change. AVDC continues to be 
committed to ensuring these residents are  
fully prepared when they are moved to  
Universal Credit.

More information from DWP on Universal Credit 
can be found by visiting: gov.uk/universal-credit 

MyAccount is your number one AVDC 
communications tool! Keep on top of local 
council news while securely tracking a 
number of our services online, including 
council tax, housing benefits and rent. You 
can also access your council tax bill, apply 
for licences, sign up for a garden waste 
subscription, order new or replacement bins 
and so much more.

MyAccount is convenient, saves time and gives 
you access to your information 24/7.

Who can have a MyAccount customer account?

A MyAccount customer account is available 
to all Aylesbury Vale customers, businesses, 
landlords and tenants.

How do I open a MyAccount customer account?

You can sign up by visiting aylesburyvaledc.gov.
uk/myaccount, clicking on ‘Register MyAccount’ 
in the top right corner, and then completing the 
required information.

Half of all households in the Vale are already 
signed up to MyAccount and are benefitting from 
being able to book services, register to vote and 
carry out business at a time that suits them.

MyAccount - Have 
you got yours?
MyAccount - Have 
you got yours?

Don’t miss out, sign up today! 
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/myaccount

There’s lots of helpful information and useful 
leaflets for residents and landlords who 
need to make a claim for Universal Credit  
on our website: 

aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/universal-credit

Take a look at the multiple ways you can find your bin day



Update on VALP
Over the summer, the independent 
Planning Inspector reviewed our Vale of 
Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP), including 
hearing evidence from people 
who’d objected to the plan. 

The Inspector has now indicated in his 
interim findings that following some 
recommended changes (including finding 
more land for housing) he thinks the plan 
can be made sound. We’ve responded to 
the findings, and the Inspector will finalise 
his interim findings shortly. We’ll then 
look to offer everyone the opportunity to 
comment on the changes.

We don’t the know the exact timings yet 
- but anticipate we’ll be able to open up 
the consultation in the early part of 2019. 
And we hope to adopt VALP as soon as 
possible after that. 

Find out more: aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/valp

Aylesbury Vale parks 
win Green Flag awards
Aylesbury’s Bedgrove Park 
and Vale Park along with 
Buckingham’s Heartlands 
were recently recognised 
by the Green Flag Award 
Scheme as some of the very 
best open spaces in the UK.

As a testament to AVDC’s commitment to providing 
quality parks and open spaces across the Vale, this 
is now the ninth year in a row that Bedgrove Park 
has won the award, and the eleventh year in a row 
for Vale Park.

To celebrate the awards, dedicated Green Flag raising 
ceremonies were held at each park over the summer.

Aylesbury Vale is blessed with dozens of fantastic 
parks and open spaces, and you can view the 
complete list on our website:  
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/open-spaces
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Aylesbury Garden Town  
- now’s the time to think BIG!

Work is currently underway on the Masterplan for the future of 
Aylesbury Garden Town, all the way through to 2050. 

An award-winning design consultancy, Alan Baxter Ltd, 
is supporting the project team in this process, drawing 
on wide-ranging experience of the government’s Garden 
Villages, Towns and Cities programme. They’ve worked on 
many similar schemes, including Ebbsfleet Garden City 
and also Loftus Garden Village in South Wales.

Over to you

Community input remains key as Aylesbury Garden 
Town develops. Throughout the year we’ve held 
workshops and been out at local events to meet 
with residents, business representatives, community 

groups and local partners, to 
hear what they’d like to see in 
a Garden Town that’s fit for the 
future. The Masterplanners have 
taken this on board, along with 
comments from the ‘Have your 
say’ section of the Aylesbury 
Garden Town website, to put 
together a ‘vision’ for AGT. 
Over the next month we’ll be 
unveiling this and asking for 
your feedback once again, 
before a draft Masterplan is 
drawn up in the New Year.

The Masterplan
The Masterplan will help define what makes 
Aylesbury Garden Town special, providing design 
guidance and also setting out how the key physical 
and social infrastructure can best be delivered.

To make sure you keep up-to-date with 
all the latest information, follow us on 
Facebook or Twitter @aylesburyGT or 
check out aylesburygardentown.co.uk

AVDC Leader & AGT Chair of Board,  Cllr Angela Macpherson, joins AGT at Bucks County Show

Making AGT windmills at the 

Waterside Festival



When people think of the Formula 1® British Grand Prix, they probably think of fast cars 
and Lewis Hamilton, but don’t necessarily appreciate the work that goes into the event 
behind the scenes.

Our Regulatory Services team is kept busy in the weeks 
and months prior to the event attending campsite 
liaison and track operator meetings.

They work with the Silverstone Interagency 
Campsite Subgroup which includes ourselves, 
plus:

• South Northamptonshire District Council

• Thames Valley Police

• Northamptonshire Police

• Buckinghamshire Fire Service

• Northamptonshire Fire Service

• Silverstone Circuits Limited

In addition, colleagues in our Emergency Planning team 
ensure that everyone understands their role in protecting 
the public in the run-up to and during the event.

In the weeks before the Grand Prix, time is spent 
gathering and reviewing paperwork such as health and 
safety risk assessments, food safety risk assessments 
and collecting information on businesses that will 
be trading at the event. We also undertake water 
sampling at all the campsites to ensure the water is 
safe to drink and for food traders to use.

On the Grand Prix weekend itself, the campsites are 
inspected to ensure they are complying with all health 
and safety requirements. Food traders and licensed 
premises, both within and outside the circuit, are 
inspected to ensure they meet the required standards.

The results of the campsite inspections are 
fed into a rating scheme, and they are given a 
rating from silver, gold and platinum depending 
on how they have performed. The campsite 
rating scheme has been operating since 2013 
and recognises campsites that comply with:

• Public health

• Crime prevention

• Licensing

• Health and safety

• Fire safety 
standards

The scheme also provides information 
for visitors choosing campsites for the 
Silverstone Grand Prix and other large 
events at the circuit.

At a recent awards ceremony at the 
Silverstone circuit, the hard work by 
campsite operators in achieving and 
maintaining standards was recognised. 
More information on the campsite ratings 
scheme can be found at 
campsite-ratings.co.uk

The work undertaken with Silverstone Circuits Limited 
throughout the year ensures that other large events 
including the Silverstone Classic and Moto GP™ 
(which attract thousands of visitors to the area and to 
the campsites) run safely and smoothly.

Campsite operators with their awards and 
officers from AVDC and South Northamptonshire 
District Council at Silverstone.

Behind the scenes 
at Silverstone
Behind the scenes 
at Silverstone Silverstone • 9



Planning to 
marry or live 
with your 
partner?
kiddrapinet.co.uk/nuptialagreements

Download our FREE Guide to understanding 
COHABITATION & PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS

Book a no obligation consultation 
with Anna Ferro today on 01296 432541

Cohabitation or prenuptial 

agreements are designed to protect 

you should your situation change.  

Tel 01296 821501 • Mob 07956 513529
info@KDAaccountants.co.uk

• Yearly, quarterly and monthly accounts
• Book keeping
• Charities and not for profit
• Self employed
• Partnerships
• VAT returns
• Payroll solutions

So why choose KDA Accountants?
• Down to earth advice and recommendations
• Reputable and trustworthy accountancy firm
• Professional tax efficiency for the client
• Quality business service
• Free initial consultation

Conveniently Located in Aylesbury and surrounding areas.
Company Registration Number 10565865 • VAT No 264027714



Can you tell us 
a little bit about 
your background?

Once I had finished 
my Masters degree 
I began to pursue 
a career in the 
environment sector 

and have worked in a number of ecologically 
focused jobs over the past few years. I have a 
keen interest in nature conservation and wildlife 
management is a key focus in my career 
choice. Outside of work I fulfil my passion for 
the outdoors through nature photography, 
volunteering with local wildlife groups and writing 
conservation-centric blog articles.

How did you come to work at AVDC?

After working for three years for different 
ecological consultancies, as either a seasonal 
consultant or assistant ecologist, I applied 
for an exciting new position at a company 
called the NatureSpace Partnership – and was 
successful in securing the role. NatureSpace are 
working alongside Natural England to deliver 
the new District Licensing Scheme for great 
crested newts across the South Midlands. I 
am seconded to AVDC to help implement and 
deliver the scheme that seeks to protect this 
important European Protected Species through 
close working with planners and developers.

What projects are you currently 
working on?

Since starting my role at the beginning of 
September I have begun to consolidate 
procedures for delivering the District Licensing 
Scheme at AVDC, and raising awareness 
among developers, ecologists, planning 
agents, architects and householders of the 
new alternative to the current great crested 
newt mitigation licensing method. The 
District Licensing Scheme is a new option 
that seeks to save time and costs for all 
involved, while also funding the large-scale 
delivery of good quality habitat and long-term 
management through the South Midlands 
Newt Conservation Partnership (SMNCP).

What are the main 
challenges you come across 
in the Vale?

My largest challenge is becoming 
accustomed to office-based work life. 
After working in ecology, I am much 
more used to spending my days (and 
some nights) outdoors; walking through 
fields, wading through water and poking 
my head into hedgerows, while surveying 
the nation’s wildlife. Therefore, taking on a 
more desk-locked and sedentary role has 
been quite the paradigm shift. Fortunately 
I will still be able to get outdoors on site 
visits, to see works on development sites 
and to visit new habitat created under 
the scheme by the SMNCP. Overall, I am 
adapting quickly to the new way of working and 
enjoying being part of a scheme that will benefit 
great crested newts.

Is it true that 
AVDC were the 
first council to use 
the new District 
Licensing Scheme?

Yes, AVDC were 
the first. The new scheme 
was used for the Greenway route, which is a 
new shared route for cyclists, runners, and 
pedestrians, spanning from Aylesbury Vale 
Parkway Station to Waddesdon. Part of the route 
had potential impact on great crested newts, so 
the District Licence Scheme was used to ensure 
minimum impact to newt populations, provide 
compensation on a landscape-scale and prevent 
delays in development. This meant the work was 
not delayed, and the Greenway was able to open 
this year as planned whilst contributing to a 
conservation strategy that is increasing the area 
and quality of newt habitat across the South 
Midlands (including the Aylesbury Vale area).

More information about the District Licencing 
Scheme and NatureSpace can be found at: 
naturespaceuk.com

Meet Sam Knowles, who’s tasked 
with protecting great crested 
newts in the Vale.

environment • 11

Sam Knowles, Protected 

Species Officer at AVDC

©Photo credit, Howard Inns

©Photo credit, 
Chris Dresh
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Thank you to residents
The Recycling and Waste team at AVDC would like to say a huge thank you to Aylesbury Vale 
residents for their patience and understanding during the bin collection changes that came into 
effect in September. 

As with all large scale service changes, we expected a few teething problems while our residents 
and crews became accustomed to the new rounds and have greatly appreciated your support 
during this time.

Recycle your Christmas 
- things ‘Yule’ need to know!
We produce 30% more waste at Christmas 
and many festive items can be recycled: 

✔✔ Christmas cards  
(but not foil or glitter please) 

✔✔ Clean paper plates 

✔✔ Hats and paper crackers  
(no snap please)

✔✔ Cleaned aluminium foil 

✔✔ Wrapping paper and gift tags  
(remove any ribbons and bows first) 

✔✔ Chocolate tins and plastic tubs

Any extra recycling will be 
collected by our crews, if 
presented in a clear bag next to 
the blue-lidded recycling bin on 
your collection day.

Christmas clear-out
The Christmas season is coming and soon gifts 
will be pouring in,

Alongside Merry Christmas wishes to you  
and your kin.

But to make room for these gifts, you need to  
remove your bulky waste clutter,

“What should I do?” we can hear you mutter.

Disposing of your items responsibly is a must, 

So why not use an organisation you can trust?

AVDC’s bulky waste collection service  
could be for you,

If you wish to be out with the old and in  
with the new!

Visit aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/bulkyitems

Did you know?
At Christmas, the UK uses enough 
card packaging to wrap up Aylesbury Waterside 
Theatre approx. 150,000 times. Good thing 
Aylesbury Vale residents are fabulous at recycling!

A cracker of a 
Christmas competition!

Look out for our FANTASTIC Facebook 
competition in December for your 

chance to win an Amazon Echo.

@AylesburyVale
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How to dispose of your Christmas 
tree after the festive period…
Remember to

• Remove any decorations

• Cut the tree down to smaller,  
manageable pieces

• Place in your brown garden waste bin 
ready for the first collection in 2019

recycling and waste • 13

Alongside your new bin collection day, you 
may also have a new collection crew doing 
the new round. So let us tell you a bit more 
about them…

From A - L, our 12 recycling and waste rounds are 
named after animals. Our crews work as a team to 
support each other, with every round (or animal!) 
buddying up with another. Who knew that armadillos 
and elephants would work so well together? 

Our eight food rounds are, of course, named after 
items of food. Is Team Banana taking away your banana 
skins for recycling?

We’ve then got our four narrow rounds which 
service our hard to reach properties across the district, 
amusingly named by our quick-witted team after one 
of the largest forms of transport… aeroplanes! Airbus, 
Boeing, Concorde and Delta are on a daily flight path 
between your property and our Pembroke Road waste 
transfer base. 

Finally, we’ve got our four garden rounds which, you 
guessed it, are named after flowers - look out for the 
crew named Buttercup!

Find your nearest here:  
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/HRC

If you’re not subscribed to our 
garden waste collection service, 
please take your Christmas tree to 
a local household recycling centre.

Christmas bin 
collection changeS

Collection 
week

Last garden 
collection 2018

Next garden 
collection 2019

Waste
w/c Monday 19 
November

w/c Monday  
28 January

Recycling
w/c Monday 26 
November

w/c Monday  
4 February

Garden Waste 
COLLECTIONS
If you’re one of our garden waste customers, you’ll 
know that the fortnightly service stops at the end 
of November and starts again at the end of January. 
Here’s a friendly reminder of the dates book-ending 
the suspended collection service.

Cut out and keep

 Recycling Week - please present your blue- 
 lidded recycling bin and outdoor food caddy by  
 6.30am on the revised collection day.

 Waste Week - please present your  
 green-lidded waste bin and 
 outdoor food caddy by 6.30am  
 on the revised collection day.

RECYCLE

WASTE

FOOD

CADDY

Usual collection day Revised collection day

Tuesday 25 December 2018 Thursday 27 December 2018

Wednesday 26 December 2018 Friday 28 December 2018

Thursday 27 December 2018 Saturday 29 December 2018

Friday 28 December 2018 Monday 31 December 2018

Monday 31 December 2018 Wednesday 2 January 2019

Tuesday 1 January 2019 Thursday 3 January 2019

Wednesday 2 January 2019 Friday 4 January 2019

Thursday 3 January 2019 Saturday 5 January 2019

Friday 4 January 2019 Monday 7 January 2019

Monday 7 January 2019 Tuesday 8 January 2019

Tuesday 8 January 2019 Wednesday 9 January 2019

Wednesday 9 January 2019 Thursday 10 January 2019

Thursday 10 January 2019 Friday 11 January 2019

Friday 11 January 2019 Saturday 12 January 2019



C O N S E R V A T O R Y   R O O F S

0800 65 25 157
www.greenspaceconservatories.co.uk

For more information call:

Our lightweight insulated panels can make your conservatory:
•   Cooler in summer   •   Warmer in winter   •   Quieter in bad weather

•   Installed in less than a day   •   Usable all year round   •   Ten year guarantee

Proud members of

Where reputation matters

As seen on

Earlier that day

WARMER  •  COOLER  •  QUIETER

It’s the best home improvement we have 
ever made. Our conservatory is now our 

dining room in the garden.
Mike Millis, Middleton On Sea

“ ” 

2 FREE 
PANELS 

THIS 
MONTH
* Quote Ref 

AVM1118

*Orders placed by end of Nov 18. Applies to orders over 8 panels. 
Smaller orders receive calculated discount. Not valid for use with any other offer.

TRANSFORM YOUR CONSERVATORY IN JUST 1 DAY
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Win tickets to see Peter Pan!
Christmas is just around the corner… and must-see magical 
pantomime Peter Pan is coming to Aylesbury Waterside Theatre!

Star of Holby City and 
Coronation Street 
John Michie is playing 
villainous baddie 
Hook, alongside 
Nickelodeon’s Holly 
Atterton as Tinker Bell 
in this swashbuckling 
adventure. Also 
appearing will be 
BBC Three Counties 
Breakfast Show 
presenter Andy 
Collins and Britain’s 
Got Talent’s La Voix.

In keeping with the festive spirit, we’re excited to 
offer you the chance of winning a family ticket  
(two adults, two children) to the show on 
Wednesday 12 December at 5.30pm.

WIN!

To enter the competition, simply count 
the Christmas presents that are hidden 
throughout this magazine.

Email your answer (along with your name 
and phone number) to communications@
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk. Alternatively, post 
your answer with contact details to: Peter Pan 
Competition, Communications & Marketing, AVDC, 
The Gateway, Gatehouse Road, Aylesbury, HP19 
8FF. Closing date is 30 November. Good luck!

Join the club!
Aylesbury-based football club 
Hale Leys United F.C. are looking 
for new players to join their teams.

Formed in 2006, the community club has gone from strength-
to-strength, and now boasts adult, junior and youth teams.

They’re specifically looking for players to join the 
following teams:

So if you have children aged between 2-14 years old who 
are interested in joining this family-friendly club, then 
bring them along to the training sessions that take place at 
Mandeville School on Saturday mornings from 9am-12pm.

The club welcomes all players regardless of gender or ability. 

To find out more, please call Marc Kenny (Director 
of Football & Welfare Officer) on 07875 723 707. 
Alternatively, drop him an email at:  
marckenny@haleleysunitedfc.co.uk

• Cubs - 2-5 year olds 
• U7s - 6-7 year olds 
• U8s - 6-8 year olds 

• U10s - 9-10 year olds 
• U14s - 12-13 year olds

If you’re part of a club that you’d like to see showcased 
in a future edition of AV Times, then please email: 
communications@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk



Adapted from the book by J.M. BARRIE

COMEDY ACROBATS

THE NITWITS
as THE PIRATE CREW

as TINKER BELL

HOLLY
ATTERTON

from Nick Jnr.’s GO! GO! GO!

as MRS SMEE

LA
VOIX

BRITAIN’S GOT TALENT’S
as SMEE

ANDY
COLLINS

BBC THREE COUNTIES
BREAKFAST SHOW PRESENTER

as CAPTAIN HOOK

JOHN
MICHIE

CORONATION STREET
and HOLBY CITY’S

MARTIN DODD for UK PRODUCTIONS by arrangement with GREAT ORMOND STREET HOSPITAL CHILDREN’S CHARITY
and SAMUEL FRENCH LIMITED

proudly presents

In partnership with

*Calls cost up to 7p per minute, plus your phone
company’s access charge. Phone and online

bookings incur a transaction fee of £3.65. 

aylesburywaterside.theatre

@TheWaterside1

aylesburywatersidetheatre

Fri 7 – Mon 31 Dec 2018
                     * | atgtickets.com/aylesbury*

SAME DAY 
SKIP HIRE

Embracing Zero 
Landfill

Providing skips in your area since 1997 

01296 651678
Licensed by The Environment Agency EPR/BB3634RA

www.bucksrecycling.co.uk

Professional Declutterer & Organiser

Offering personal decluttering and organising services in Bierton 
and surrounding towns and villages.

Anything from decluttering your garage to organising your office, 
we’ll work together to ensure your space stays clutter free and 
enjoyable to use once again.

07710 996244
hello@allsortedbyjenny.co.uk
www.allsortedbyjenny.co.uk Association of Professional 

Declutterers & Organisers

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY 
£250* per person

Covers Health & Finance 2 home visits, advice and certification 
* OPG charges of £82 per application are extra

WILLS IN ENGLISH
In essence you don’t have a Will if you die without one

Wills from £80 if you don’t have one 
Compliant with the IPW code of practice

Phone: 07962 157843 / 01491 638075 
Email: edward@willsinenglish.com

Edward Briscoe MIPW



Experience a ride on a real steam train 
with Thomas, meet Father Christmas 

and The Fat Controller!

1st & 2ND                  8TH & 9TH 
15TH & 16TH     22ND &  23RD

Buckinghamshire 
Railway Centre

DECEMBER
WEEKENDS

2018
www.dayoutwiththomas.co.uk

Day Out With ThomasTM © 2018 Gullane (Thomas) Limited. Thomas & FriendsTM Based on The Railway Series by The Reverend W. Awdry. © 2018 Gullane (Thomas) Limited. Thomas the Tank Engine, 
Thomas & Friends and Day Out With Thomas are trademarks of Gullane (Thomas) Limited. ©2018 Mattel. All rights reserved. ® and TM designate U.S. trademarks of Mattel, except as noted.

NOVEMBER
10 Nov- 2 Jan: Christmas Carnival event, Waddesdon 
Manor. Decorated inside and out, including: a fantastic 
Christmas fair and (from dusk) light projections and 
illuminations. waddesdon.org.uk

10 Nov: Art & Craft Fair, Queens Park Arts Centre & 
Limelight Theatre. A selection of the region’s best art 
& craft. Children’s activities and a chance to meet Santa. 
qpc.org

11 Nov: Extended Remembrance Day in Aylesbury 
to commemorate the 100th anniversary of WWI, 
6am-7.05pm. Market Square, St Mary’s Church and The 
Gateway. aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

11 Nov: The Battle’s Over - Ceremonial lighting of the 
National Chain of Beacons, Roman Park, Berryfields 
(next to Aylesbury Vale Parkway Station), 6.30pm. 
Beacon lighting and remembrance service.

11 Nov: Ceremony of Remembrance, Village War 
Memorial, Aston Clinton, 10.50–11.15am.  
astonclinton.org

14 Nov: Illustrated talk, St Mary’s Church, Aylesbury, 
7pm. Guest speaker Julian Hunt will give a talk on the 
history of Aylesbury from Saxon times through to the 
present century.

15 Nov: Aylesbury Christmas Lights Switch On, 
Market Square, Aylesbury, 5.30-8.30pm. Funfair, 
firework display, street food and live acts.  
aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk/event

21-24 Nov: Stewkley Players 120th production ‘Move 
Over Mrs Markham’, Memorial Hall, Stewkley, 
8pm. A comedy by Ray Cooney and John Chapman. 
stewkleyplayers.co.uk

22 Nov-20 Dec: FREE parking in AVDC town centre 
car parks, Thursday evenings from 3.30pm. 
(Waterside carpark not included). Don’t leave it to the 
last minute to get your Christmas shopping sorted!

What’s on?
There’s lots happening in the Vale this 
winter - so use our ‘cut out and keep’ 
what’s on guide to make sure you don’t 
miss out!
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24 Nov: Thornborough’s Merry Market, 
Thornborough Village Hall, 1-4pm. Shopping, arts & 
crafts, refreshments and Father Christmas.

24 Nov: Christmas Craft Fair, Bucks County Museum, 
Aylesbury, 11am-4pm. A fantastic range of stalls within 
the historic buildings. buckscountymuseum.org

25 Nov: Santa Dash, Market Square, Aylesbury, 9am.  
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/events

25 Nov: Santa’s Sunday FUN-day, Market Square, 
Aylesbury, 10.45am-3pm.  
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/events

DECEMBER
1 Dec: Aylesbury Festival Choir performing 
Brahms’ Requiem and Mendelssohn’s Hear My 
Prayer, Aylesbury Methodist Church, 7.30pm. 
aylesburyfestivalchoir.net

1 Dec: Christmas Fair, The Piazza, Watermead, 
11am-5pm. Traditional and quirky gifts for all the family. 
watermead-pc.gov.uk

1 Dec: Christmas Lights Switch-on Buckingham, The 
Old Gaol, Buckingham, 6-8pm. buckingham-tc.gov.uk

1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22 & 23 Dec: Santa Specials, 
Buckinghamshire Railway Centre, Quainton, 10am-
5pm. Receive a present from Father Christmas while 
travelling on a steam train! Pre-booking of tickets 
essential. bucksrailcentre.org

2 Dec: Christmas Craft and Gift Fair,  Market Square, 
Aylesbury, 11am-3pm. One hundred stalls of unique 
and original gifts. aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/events

2 Dec: Mayor’s Carol Service, St Mary`s Church, 
Aylesbury, 5.30-7pm.

7-31 Dec: Peter Pan, Waterside Theatre, Aylesbury, 
matinee and evening performances. Starring Holby 
City actor John Michie as the villainous Captain Hook. 
atgtickets.com

8 Dec: Watermead Carol Concert, Watermead 
Piazza, 6pm. Father Christmas will be dropping in too! 
watermead-pc.gov.uk

8 Dec: Haddenham Winterfest, 
Village Hall, Banks Park, 
Haddenham, 12-5pm. Real ale 
festival with live music and festive 
food. haddenham-beer-festival.co.uk

9-10 Dec: Christmas Tree Festival, St Luke’s Church, 
Stoke Hammond. stokehammondpc.com

9 Dec: Festive Family Fun, Market Square & Friars 
Square, Aylesbury, 11am-4pm. A wide range of festive-
themed entertainment, games, crafts and activities.

9 Dec: ‘The Wing Singers’ community choir carol 
concert, Wing Village Hall, Wing, 4-5pm and 7-8pm. 
thewingsingers.org.uk

9 Dec: Carolfest, St Mary’s Church, Aylesbury, 
6-7pm. Enjoy traditional carols in the warm, welcoming 
atmosphere of St Mary’s Church.  
aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk

15 Dec: Buckingham Christmas Parade & Community 
Fair, Town Centre, Buckingham, 10.45am-12.30pm. 
Marching bands and Christmas floats.  
buckingham-tc.gov.uk

15 Dec: Amazing Christmas 
Science Show, Bucks County 
Museum, Aylesbury. Packed 
with amazing experiments that 
glow, pop and fizz!  
buckscountymuseum.org

15 Dec-19 Jan: Christmas Toy Box, Bucks County 
Museum, Aylesbury. Lots of toys to remember from 
childhood and plenty of toys and games to play with. 
buckscountymuseum.org

16 Dec: Santa float & door-to-door collection, Aston 
Clinton, 3pm. In aid of the Scouts, Guides & Rennie 
Grove Hospice.

FEBRUARY
7-9 Feb: King Arthur: It’s Panto Knight, Winslow 
Players, Public Hall, Winslow. A fun-filled family 
panto. winslowplayers.co.uk

18-22 Feb: Children’s Holiday Workshop, Queens 
Park Arts, Aylesbury, 10am-3pm. Marvellous arts & 
craft projects to keep your children busy. All workshops 
suitable for ages 7+. qpc.org

23 Feb: Buckingham Food Fair, Community Centre, 
Buckingham, 10am-12pm. buckingham-tc.gov.uk

18 • what’s on?

If you have an event that’s taking place between 
February - May, please contact  

whatson@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
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Maids Moreton is a small village located 
in a picturesque setting in the north of the 
Vale, close to the town of Buckingham.

Maids Moreton is one of the oldest villages in 
Buckinghamshire, probably founded by the Angles in 
around 600 and recorded in the Domesday Book in 
1086. Now populated by around 900 people, the village 
contains many 17th century buildings - including several 
with timber frames and thatched roofs. 

One of these, The Wheatsheaf 
public house (formerly The 
Chequers and The Star), has 
been serving ale since at least 
1680. At one time the pub 
contained the village grocery 
store and this innkeeper was 
also the local carpenter and 
coffin-maker. It is said that the 
ghost of Elizabeth Griffen, wife 

of a former landlord, is still present and many of the 
locals claim to have felt her presence. 

What’s in a name?

Originally the village was simply named Morton, 
meaning ‘marshy settlement’. According to local history, 
the 15th century parish church of St Edmund’s was 
built by two maiden ladies of the Pever family, both of 
who became acquainted with a peer from Stockport 
in Lancashire called Alan Stopps. This is the apparent 
origin of the name “Maids Moreton”.

The church has been the focal point of the village for six 
hundred years.

Maintaining and improving the village

Maids Moreton has its own conservation group 
(founded over ten years ago) that works with the parish 
council to help maintain parts of the village including 
pathways and the dedicated Scotts Lane wildlife area, 
which has been planted with a variety of flowers. 

The conservation group has also placed benches in 
attractive parts of the village - encouraging residents 
and visitors to enjoy the beautiful ambience.

Find out more about the village at maids-moreton.co.uk

Aylesbury One Hundred Years Ago

by David Pickup

It was Monday 11 November 1918, 
and the day before Aylesbury had 
been buzzing with excitement and 
expectation that something very 
important was going to happen. 
The Armistice was signed at 5am 
on Monday morning and it was 
agreed that hostilities would cease at 11am. 
The news broke at 10am and people started to 
celebrate. Fireworks and detonators were let 
off at the railway station and factory hooters 
sounded. Offices, schools and factories closed 
and Market Square filled up with men, women 
and children, including the “land lassies” who 
had been working on farms.  

At noon there was an impromptu 
service at St. Mary’s Church. The 
preacher gave a short address 
and his first thoughts were 
about the fallen. After singing 
the national anthem, there 

was a procession led by the mayor and clergy 
to the County Hall and celebrations continued 
into the evening. Market Square stayed full until 
midnight. The noise of factory hooters alerted 
surrounding villages. The news did not reach 
Haddenham until 3pm.

The Armistice brought an immediate change. 
Shades were removed from street lights,  the 
Market Square clock was lit and clocks struck 
the hours. Church bells at St. Mary’s and Holy 
Trinity pealed again for the first time in years. 
Among the crowds celebrating there were many 
bereaved who wished their loved ones were alive 
to see the victory.

The Wheatsheaf

Spotlight on  
Maids Moreton

Spotlight on  
Maids Moreton

See the plan for this year’s commemorations: 
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/remembrance



Local Loves with 
Liz Puszyk
Continuing our theme of featuring representatives from 
the Vale’s good causes, this time we’ve been chatting to 
Liz Puszyk, who is the Trustee Secretary for local charity 
Enrych Bucks.

For over 30 years, Enrych Bucks has supported adults 
with a disability to live the most active and independent 
lives possible.

Favourite attraction 
in the Vale?

Has to be the lovely 
Waterside Theatre, which 
is beautiful inside and 
out, and a real asset to 
Aylesbury. I have been 
to see many productions 
there, mainly musicals, 
which are my favourite. 
The productions are just 
as good as any in the 
West End, with many 
well-known actors.

Favourite restaurant in the Vale?

Has to be the Five Bells in Weston Turville, my local. 
It has great pub food with a relaxing and welcoming 
atmosphere. It’s lovely in the summer or winter (when 
they have an enchanting log fire). 
 
Favourite landmark in the Vale?

Halton House, which is a beautiful Rothschild property. 
I was lucky enough to attend a Charity Reception there, 
and I was amazed by the splendour of the rooms. It’s 
currently the Officers Mess at RAF Halton, but is often 
used in filming, and in fact, they’d just finished filming 

there that night. It’s set in beautiful Wendover Woods, 
where I used to take my daughters when they were 
young.

Best day out in the Vale?

I love my garden so going to Wyevale Nurseries in 
Wendover is always a treat. They have so many beautiful 
plants and gift ideas, and I usually come away with 
something for the garden. I also enjoy lunch or tea in 
their restaurant, as their food is all fresh and cooked on 
the premises.

Favourite memory in the Vale?

I always enjoy our Enrych Christmas lunch at the Horse 
and Jockey in Aylesbury. It’s lovely to see so many of 
our members and volunteers enjoying 
themselves. For some, it’s the 
only time they get out over the 
Christmas period. It’s always so 
well organised by our  
co-ordinator Jenny, and 
includes a Christmas Quiz - 
which I’m not so good at!

Enrych Bucks is supported 
by Vale Lottery and grants 
from AVDC.

20 • local loves

Looking for things to do in Aylesbury Vale?
Head over to visitaylesbury.co.uk and visitbuckinghamshire.org to see the fantastic range of places to eat, 
drink, shop and enjoy. You may want to bookmark the sites too - as they offer listings of the latest shows 
and events taking place in Aylesbury Vale and beyond.

Waterside Theatre

If you’re part of a local charity or community group and would like to feature in our Local Loves section, 
please email communications@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Liz Puszyk

Halton House
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Advert

AYLESBURY
Discover our selection of fantastic  

new HOMES for shared ownership in

Call us on: 01442 292381 or  
visit: www.hightownhomes.com

Details correct at time of going to press. *Based on a 50% share of the full market value. Eligibility criteria apply.

01442 292381 
sales@hightownha.org.uk

www.hightownhomes.com
HightownHomes

BIERTON 
GARDENS

BIERTON ROAD
AYLESBURY, HP20 1HV

2 & 3 BEDROOM HOUSES 

ASPEN
PARK

HADDENHAM,  
HP17 8NN

2 & 3 BEDROOM HOUSES 

BIERTON  
PLACE
HEDGES WAY

AYLESBURY, HP20 1BF

1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

PRICE FROM £95,000* PRICE FROM £TBC* PRICE FROM £140,000*

MORE NEW PROPERTIES COMING SOON

7888 HH Aylesbury vale times A4 Ad_V2.indd   1 02/10/2018   11:54



Exceptional Elderly Care

Delivered by talented and compassionate people, the care and facilities at Bartlett’s, set new 
standards for premium care in Buckinghamshire. A long standing family business, with a reputation 
for an uncompromising standard of care and a focus on the happiness of our residents, their families 
and our staff. Re-envisaged from the ground up for comfort, flexibility and safety, the new Hambledon 
Wing is finished with high quality decor. Bartlett’s is a bright and welcoming home set over 18 acres of 

private tranquil parkland with extensive dementia friendly landscaped gardens. 

For more information and to find out more about Bartlett’s, drop by and see us or visit our website 

INFO@BARTLETTSCARE.CO.UK  TEL: 01296 747 000

PEVERELCOURTCARE.CO.UK

RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME 
PERSONALISED CARE IN AN 

EXCLUSIVE SETTING


