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We’d like to wish all of our readers a Merry Christmas
and a restful New Year! We hope 2015 has been good
for you, it’s certainly been a busy one for AVDC. Below
are a few facts you may not know.
By the end of this year…

Sweepers

Dog bins

Our sweepers will have cleaned
miles
of roads - that‘s
the equivalent to
travelling from Lands
End to John O’Groats
three times!

2,598

Homelessness
We’ll have prevented
more than
households from
becoming homeless.

279

733 dog bins across
the Vale will have been
emptied a total of

54,938 times.

Recycling and
waste
Our crews will have emptied
around
household bins.

8 million

Your parks
1,896,240

square metres of grass across AVDC
parks and open spaces will have been maintained - that’s the
equivalent of 176 full size football pitches!

To learn much more about all the things we do,
please visit www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Aylesbury Vale Times is a publication from Aylesbury Vale
District Council. It is printed on environmentally friendly
paper; please recycle after reading.
If you’d like a free copy of this magazine in large print,
or on CD, call 01296 585026
Front cover photo: Community groups at Vale Lottery event
External advertising in the magazine does
not imply an endorsement or promotion of the
advertisement, nor its content, products or services
by Aylesbury Vale District Council.

01296 585858 (main switchboard)
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
The editor: 01296 585026
or kbrewster@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
This edition of Aylesbury Vale Times
costs around 13p per copy.*
Some stock images are used in the production of this magazine to
help illustrate an article, this is in part to ensure costs are kept to
a minimum. *Copy price may vary slightly per issue, depending on
advertising revenue and postage costs.

The views expressed by individuals in Aylesbury Vale Times are not
necessarily the views of Aylesbury Vale District Council. Every effort is made
to ensure that all information is accurate at the time of going to press.
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Don’t waste time, get online!
Our new website is quick and easy, giving you access to all the information
and services you need. We’ve worked closely with residents to create this
fresh modern site, that’s available on any device, including phones, tablets
and laptops. There are a number of improvements, including the search
facility and the display on mobile devices.
We’ve had some great feedback and would love to hear what you think.
You can leave comments on the website or on our Facebook and Twitter pages.
It doesn’t stop there
Did you know that in the UK we are at least 15 times more likely to check our
bank balance online than via the phone? Many of us are used to contacting
retailers, banks and travel providers online. Contacting the council should be
no different.
Starting this November we are launching an on-going programme to
improve our online transactions.
You will be able to do things like:

•

Let us know about a change in circumstances, such as a new address for
council tax or a change in household numbers for benefits

•

Pay online easier, so we can deliver services faster

•

Book an appointment, if you need to come and see us - for example for
a taxi MOT

•

Order and pay for new or replacement bins

•

You’ll also be able to have your own ‘My Account’ where you can make
payments, applications and report things, whilst getting real-time
progress reports. These can be delivered direct to you via text or email.

Do you know someone who
needs help getting online?
Not everyone finds it easy to use the internet but, once you get
the hang of it, it can be very convenient. If you know someone who
would like help the Tinder Foundation and Buckinghamshire County
Council offer advice and support. Please visit www.learnmyway.com
and www.buckscc.gov.uk/online learning

A big thank you
Thanks so much to the residents who came along to our website
workshops. Your input was so valuable and has really helped to
make the new site what it is!
If you want to find out about another fantastic new website, which
is packed with great content, then turn to page 9!

Many thanks!
Thanks to those of you who
came to visit us at Bucks
County Show. We sat down
with a number of residents and
took them through the website
– “easy to use”, “simple” and
“nice layout” were among the
comments we received.
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Your council is changing...
Money matters:
AVDC must save £9m by 2020, following
a continued programme of cuts from
central government.
How the cuts affect spend on each household:
2010 - we had £310 to deliver services
to each household
2015 - we now have just £208
2020 - we expect to only have £150

•

The average Band D resident pays AVDC just
£2.62 every week from their council tax – the
rest goes to other organisations including BCC
and Thames Valley Police.

•

Residents can access more than 200 AVDC
services but council tax does not cover the cost
of providing these.

•

By 2016 we will have saved around £11 million
in five years.

CABINET MEETING

Cabinet on tour
Our cabinet will be taking its meeting out to Winslow
on 10 November. This is a chance for residents to meet
cabinet members, ask questions and to see a meeting in
action. Quainton Conservation Area and the future of our
tourist information centres were among the items on the
agenda, at the time of going to print. For an updated list
please visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/cabinet-meetings
The meeting will take place at Winslow COE Combined
School, at 6.15pm. There will be a ‘meet and greet’ with
cabinet members from 5.30pm, beforehand.
And don’t forget if you can watch full council meetings,
which take place at the Gateway in Aylesbury, online at
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/webcasts

WE MEAN BUSINESS

Our company
Our trading company, Novae Consulting Limited is now up
and running and we’re working with a number of large local
companies to help them with their energy and fleet audits.
We are also offering these services to other public sector
bodies. This is an example of AVDC using its in-house
expertise to generate new income to protect key services.
MAKING SAVINGS

Eco-friendly news
We’re hoping to add some more electric vehicles to our
staff car pool next year. This was brought in just under a
year ago to replace the system where staff claimed mileage
when they had to go out on business. So far, we’re on track
to make the £100,000 annual saving predicted.
ELECTRIC AVENUE

Get charged up
with AVDC!
Over summer we installed three rapid
electric charging points in the car park
at our Gateway offices, using money from
the government’s Office for Low Emission
Vehicles and partnership funds from Nissan.
The really neat thing about these new
additions is that they’re partly powered by the
solar panels on the roof of our building!
Electric vehicle owners can get a full charge,
during office hours, and take advantage of our
free WiFi while they wait. They’ll need to register
at www.chargeyourcar.org.uk/ev-driver/join
before they come or we can allow them access
on arrival, for a £10 fee.
We’re hoping to install more points in
Aylesbury in the future. Watch this space!

NEW YEAR, NEW SEASON OF MUST-SEE SHOWS
★★★★★
‘STILL THE SEXIEST
& FUNNIEST
SHOW IN TOWN’
EVENING STANDARD

TUE 19 - SAT 23 JAN 2016

MON 14 - SAT 19 MAR 2016

RICHARD O’BRIEN’S

MON 22 - SAT 27 FEB 2016

MON 4 - SAT 9 APR 2016

www.atgtickets.com/aylesbury
0844 8717607
BKG
FEE

Calls 7p per min, plus your phone company’s access charge

WE ARE 5

GROUPS HOTLINE 0844 8717614

BKG
FEE

2016
SHOWS
BOOKING
NOW

DIRECTED BY CHRISTOPHER LUSCOMBE

MON 18 - SAT 23 APR 2016

Free parking!
There will be free parking in some of AVDC’s
car parks in the run up to Christmas.
Why not take advantage and get some of your
present shopping done?

Here’s when and where free
spaces will be available:

•

Aylesbury: every Thursday
evening from 4.30pm, 19
November to 24 December

•

Buckingham: all day on
Saturday 12 December

•

Wendover: all day
on Friday 18
December
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At the time of going to print, preparations for our
exciting online lottery were in full swing and we
were expecting the first draw to take place around
the end of November.
The Vale Lottery has the potential for local organisations
to raise much-needed money, while giving supporters
the chance to see the proceeds making a difference on
their doorstep – and they will also be in with a shout of
winning a £20,000 jackpot! Tickets cost just £1 a week!
How to become a supporter
The Vale Lottery, which will be easily accessible through
mobile, PC and tablet, will help a whole range of good
causes across the district.
If you want to be a supporter, please visit
www.valelottery.co.uk You can either support a particular
cause or join up to the Vale-wide lottery - a general good
cause pot, administered by AVDC.
Information on how to pick your numbers and make
payment can be found on the website.
Who’s in?
At the time of going to print, 19 causes had signed up!
They are: Homestart Aylesbury, Medical Detection
Dogs, Bucks Play Association, Haydon Hill Community
Association, Oakley Social Centre, Winslow United
Football Club, Haddenham Youth Theatre, National
Youth Advocacy Service, Carers Bucks, Age UK
Buckinghamshire, Thornborough and Nash Pre-school,
Queens Park Arts Centre, Horses Helping People,
Drayton Parslow Parish Council, Dinton Cricket Club,
Oxford Concert Party, Lynx Gymnastics Charity, Citizens
Advice Buckingham (Winslow & District) and Ickford Preschool.
Where does the money go?
If you choose to support a particular cause, they will get
50p in the pound. Additionally, 8p will go to the general
good cause fund, mentioned above. In total 58p in the
pound goes to good causes compared to just 28p with
the National Lottery. The rest goes to the running costs
and prize fund. AVDC does not take a penny.

58p in the pound goes to good causes under the Vale
Lottery - compared to just 28p with the National Lottery.

What can supporters win?
The top prize is £20,000 for a matching sequence of six
numbers. Don’t worry, this isn’t something the council
pays! It’s funded through the local external lottery
provider we’re working with. There will also be other
cash prizes and the draw will take place every Saturday.
Want to sign your good cause up to the Vale Lottery?
Just visit www.valelottery.co.uk, where you’ll find
everything your need to know and more!
Why is AVDC running a lottery?
We want to help good causes as
much as we can to create their
own sustainable income streams.

At the time of
going to print,
19 causes had
signed up!

Our grants programme, which provides
funding to a limited number of good
causes, has seen reductions in recent years because of
government budget cuts. It is likely to be cut further as
the council has to save £9 million by 2020 and, unlike
services such as housing and waste, we are not legally
obliged to spend money in this area.
We see the Vale Lottery as a great opportunity to
facilitate fundraising in difficult times. Operating a
lottery would be an impossibility for many groups due to
the expense, licences, software and time required. All
that work’s been done, good causes just need to sign up
and start shouting about it!
To keep in the Vale Lottery loop, keep checking our
website, Twitter and Facebook.
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Supporting local
communities
on HS2
At the time of going to print, the council was petitioning
the HS2 select committee about mitigation measures
that could reduce the impact of the HS2 rail link (the
section that runs through Aylesbury Vale) on local
residents and businesses.
The council’s petition case highlights the need for
appropriate mitigation and an overall masterplan, taking
into account the cumulative impact of the East West Rail
scheme, the planned energy-from-waste plant and the
HS2 infrastructure maintenance depot in Calvert.
The road network in and around the Aylesbury area is
also a key issue, alongside the appropriate mitigation
on the western side of Aylesbury.
The select committee can recommend amendments to
the HS2 hybrid bill and require HS2 Ltd to make changes.
Construction work is scheduled to start on the line in 2017 and
the first trains from London to Birmingham will run in 2026.

For more information on HS2 visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/hs2

Delays on the
unitary debate
You may remember from previous issues, that
we’d been planning to put forward a business
case for Aylesbury Vale becoming a unitary
authority. This would mean creating an all
purpose authority for Aylesbury Vale, providing
all services.
We believe a major shake-up would be better
for both residents and businesses. It would
avoid duplication of services, decision-making
would be more local and a significant amount
of money would be saved – something which is
vital, given cuts from central government.
We are still fully committed to doing this but
we cannot progress plans until an agreement
is reached over what would happen to the rest
of the county - Wycombe, South Bucks and
Chiltern. Talks have started with them and will
continue.
We will, of course, keep you fully updated both
in this magazine and on our website.

Countdown to Rio
Can you believe it’s less than a
year until the Rio Olympics and
Paralympics? Stoke Mandeville will
come into the spotlight, once again,
as the birthplace of the Paralympic
Movement, with a celebration to
mark the lighting of the unique ‘Heritage Flame.’
The Flame will be created as part of a
spectacular ceremony at Stoke Mandeville
Stadium, which will be held on 2 September
2016 – just five days before the Opening
Ceremony of the Paralympic Games.
Hundreds of local people, from
a range of organisations and
community groups, will be invited.
Keep checking our website over
the coming months for more on
this exciting event!

All Photos Richard Washbrooke
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ANNUAL CANVASS

Leisure centre
revamp on track
In just a couple of months the £2.6 million
revamp of Buckingham’s Swan Pool and Leisure
Centre will be complete and residents will be
able to enjoy this fantastic new facility in its
entirety.
The updated gym - kitted out with the latest cardio
equipment, featuring internet enabled interactive
screens, and a new weight training area – is
already open and proving popular with members.
Work is now underway to create a new climbing
wall and an extended and refurbished changing
village with a separate dry side changing area.
The redevelopment is being funded by both a
£500,000 Sport England grant and £2.1 million
from AVDC’s capital programme and is expected to
be completed by early 2016.

Don’t lose your
vote and risk a fine
Everyone needs to register to vote in the annual
canvass. Don’t forget!
We’re still waiting to hear from some residents who’ve
not responded to the household enquiry forms sent out
in August. This is really important, as the new electoral
register will be published on 1 December.
It’s a legal requirement to supply this information and
those who don’t will not be able to vote, may well have
problems getting credit and could be fined.
You can confirm the details on your form online, by
phone or by text. If any there are any changes, you
can let us know by completing the form online or by
returning the paper form in the pre-paid envelope
supplied.
For more information, visit www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS

Voters back
neighbourhood plans
Three more Aylesbury Vale communities have now had
their neighbourhood plans for their areas ‘made’ to form
part of the development plan for the district.
Residents of Buckingham, Cheddington and Haddenham
voted in favour of the plans, at referendums held recently.
Neighbourhood plans are drawn up using the views
gathered from local people and are rigorously checked
by an independent examiner.
They set out policies that residents want to see taken into
account when the District Council makes decisions on
planning applications, and give communities the power to
say where homes and facilities should be built and what they
should look like. Wider strategic issues will be addressed by
the District Council’s new Local Plan (see page 11).

For more information, visit:
www.everyoneactive.com

There are now 25 parishes in Aylesbury Vale with
neighbourhood plans completed or in progress, including
Quainton, Wingrave and Buckland, with more in the pipeline.
To find out more visit: www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/
section/neighbourhood-plans
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After 18 months of hard
work, £16.5 million and
almost 3,000 tonnes of
concrete, University Campus
Aylesbury Vale (UCAV) is
up and running!

UCAV: a great new
place to learn!
In case you haven’t seen it, the
Vale’s brand new university is the
iconic-looking building next to
the Aylesbury Waterside Theatre.
It’s been funded by AVDC but will
be repaid over time through rent
from our tenants Buckinghamshire
Ian Harper
Education Skills and Training
(BEST) - a partnership between Aylesbury College
and Buckinghamshire New University. There’s a
fantastic range of courses on offer, which are specifically
designed to meet the needs of local businesses.
We spoke to Ian Harper, the General Manager of BEST
and UCAV...
What types of courses will be on offer at UCAV?

Our initial portfolio of training courses is geared
towards the needs of the local business community,
offering specialist short courses in Information Security,
Organisational Resilience, Risk Management, Digital
Forensics and Project Management (PRINCE2 and Agile).
The campus will allow us room to grow our range as
demand increases across the county and the campus
becomes a destination of choice for applicants who
want to study closer to home.

Why is UCAV different from other centres of
higher education?

UCAV’s emphasis is on professional development in a
professional study centre. Our modern facilities allow
students to get real, practical, hands-on experience. It’s
a fantastic way to learn.
What should people do if they want to find
out more?

Our website www.ucav.ac.uk has plenty of information
about the campus and provides links to our courses. The
entrance area of the campus is open to the public so you
can also visit and find out more.

Eating out?
Thinking of having a bite out this Christmas?
You’ll be pleased to know we have 697 food
premises, including pubs and restaurants, with
top hygiene ratings. Our teams carried out
no less than 508 new inspections over the 12
months until 9 October 2015.

How have local businesses been involved?

We’ve worked with the Local Enterprise Partnerships to
understand the business demands in the area. We are
also well connected to local employers and I’ve met with
many of them. Their feedback has directly influenced our
courses, which is why the courses all have vocational
relevance. In particular, we have used data to anticipate
likely growth sectors in the Vale and have built two
specialist facilities to serve two of these sectors: cyber
security and assisted living technologies.

GREAT HYGIENE RATINGS
Keep your eyes peeled for the sign on
the door and visit: www.food.gov.uk/
ratings for more information.
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Take a
closer look
at what’s
happening in
Aylesbury
If you’re looking for
ideas of great things to
do in Aylesbury, then
make sure you visit:
www.visitaylesbury.co.uk
This is a brand new website packed with
information on entertainment, events, gigs,
shopping, history, culture and places to eat and
drink. You’ll also find fantastic offers from town
centre businesses.
The site, which is a joint venture between AVDC
and the Marketing Aylesbury Group (which
is made up of representatives from the local
organisations including businesses), has been
developed for both residents and visitors to
the area.

It’s free for community groups and
businesses to feature on the site and
we’re keen to get as many on board as
possible. See what it’s all about at:
www.visitaylesbury.co.uk

New car park for
Aylesbury town centre
A temporary 100-space car park in Aylesbury town centre
is due to open by Christmas.
The new parking, behind the old county offices, will help
provide spaces as the Waterside North development
gets underway later in 2016 (taking some of the
Exchange Street parking) - and is being provided by
Bucks County Council.

Look out for further details on their website
www.buckscc.gov.uk

Advertise with us
The next issue of the Aylesbury
Vale Times will be published at
the beginning of March 2016
and delivered to more than 75,000
households across the Vale. We have very
competitive rates, so why not advertise with us
and get your company or organisation out there?
To find out more, email: sheila@bowhouse.co.uk

Waterside North progress report
At the time of going to print, we were about to appoint a preferred developer for the first phase of
Aylesbury’s exciting Waterside North scheme.
Plans for the site - which is next to the cinema and
where the Exchange Street car park is currently located
- include five new restaurants on the ground floor, one
and two bedroom apartments and a beautiful new
public space, which will provide the setting for future
Paralympic Heritage Flame celebrations.
The development is the next phase of the redevelopment of
the town centre by AVDC, bringing new jobs and visitors to
the town, and providing a strong boost to the local economy.
The next steps will be to finalise the proposals and
submit a detailed planning application. Work could
start on the site in autumn 2016.
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Showcasing
our finest

Ultra-fast fibre broadband
for rural communities
Residents of North Marston and Granborough
are being invited to sign-up to our ultra-fast
broadband network.
These areas will be the first to benefit from the
Aylesbury Vale Broadband (AVB) project, which
is being funded from the £1.5 million that AVDC
has set aside from its New Homes Bonus Fund.

The third successive Aylesbury Vale Business
Show took place at our very own Gateway offices,
last month, with no less than 73 exhibitors.
The show highlighted the wide range of businesses
trading within the Vale, including some from the
media, leisure, retail and IT sectors.
Jo Moir is Managing Director of FD Confidential:
“This was my second year as an exhibitor and it
was a lot of fun. I met some new people and got two
really good leads. It would really benefit the county,
as a whole, if there were more of these events.”
Jo Moir

“This was my second year as an
exhibitor and it was a lot of fun.”

Our very own Recycling and Waste
services team were there too.

There were no less than 73
exhibitors at the show this year!

Encouraging growth
AVDC has teamed up
with innovation company
Improbable Projects to
encourage greater business
innovation and economic
growth across the area. During
the year ahead we will be
organising a series of exciting
events designed to engage local
entrepreneurs and leaders, in
areas such as globalisation and
technological transformation.
Details will be on our website.
Celebrating business talent
Last month, nine local
businesses were recognised for
their excellence at the Aylesbury
Vale Business Awards, which
was organised by a local events
company. To find out who came
out top, visit www.aylesburyvale.
biz/winners

The new infrastructure will be capable of supporting
ultra-fast speeds of 100Mb/s (both upload and
download) that are a world away from those
previously experienced in these communities.
Plans for extending the scheme further will be
considered once the new network has been evaluated.
For the very latest visit the AVB website:
www.avbroadband.co.uk
HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS

Flexible Home Improvement Loans
If you’re a homeowner over 60 and need financial
support to make improvements, such as replacing old
windows or improving your heating system, you may be
eligible for a flexible home improvement loan.
This scheme is funded by central government and the
terms are flexible and at low interest. Repayments can
be made monthly, occasionally or not until the house is
sold, or you no longer live in it.
Please visit www.fhil.org or www.aylesburyvaledc.
gov.uk/home-loans to find out more. If you’re not on
the internet call 01296 585605
CALLING ALL LANDLORDS

Landlords Forum
If you rent out property in the Vale, please come
along to our landlords’ forum.
The following meetings will be taking place at our
Gateway offices in Aylesbury.

•
•
•

Wednesday 9 December 5pm-8pm
Wednesday 9 March 2016 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 8 June 2016 5pm-8pm

For more information, please email:
kvaughan@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
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East West Rail moves forward
It might have seemed quiet on
the East West Rail front but
things are steadily progressing
behind the scenes.
Thanks to everyone who responded to
the recent consultation about phase
2 of the Western Section of the £550
million project, which will open up the
Vale to the national rail network.
This section will eventually link
Aylesbury, Oxford and Reading with Bedford and
Milton Keynes. There will also be a new station at
Winslow, expected to open in 2019.
Resident feedback is being reviewed by Network Rail,
with a second round of consultation expected early next
year. The final plans will be developed in spring 2016.

The Oxford to Bletchley section of East West Rail is
scheduled for completion by March 2019, and the
Bletchley to Bedford section a year or two later.

For more information visit:
www.networkrail.org.uk/east-west-rail

Plans for major development
near Aylesbury

Have your say on the Local
Plan before it’s too late!

A planning application for a development to the
east of Aylesbury, which would include around
1100 homes and could create 9000 jobs, is in the
process of being put together.

Do you want to help shape the future of
Aylesbury Vale? Then why not take part
in our public consultation on the new Local
Plan?

Aylesbury Woodlands, which covers around 220
hectares north of the A41, would also include
extensive green leisure space and could support the
early delivery of the Eastern Link Road South (ELRS).

The Local Plan, which is still in its early stages, sets out
how the district should grow and develop between now
and 2033 and provides firm guidance on how planning
applications should be considered.

AVDC has faced criticism for being part of Bucks
Advantage – the group behind the Woodlands
proposal, which works on delivering growth to the
Vale. However, this is not the first time the council
has been the planning authority, while being
connected to other developments which have
been delivered to create new jobs, housing and
facilities. (Other examples include the theatre,
Waitrose, Travelodge and the new university.)

The public consultation, which started in October,
is looking for views and ideas on what the plan
should achieve, how new homes and jobs should be
distributed, and what new policies could be introduced
to manage development.

The application will be scrutinised by the normal
planning process, like any other development.

All information and news updates are
available on the project website at:
www.aylesburywoodlands.co.uk

We’re encouraging everyone to
get involved, including residents,
businesses and community groups.
You can give us your views by visiting
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk but
please don’t delay as it finishes on
4 December. If you can’t get online,
please call 01296 585432.

CONFUSED ABOUT
IMMIGRATION AND DON’T
KNOW WHERE TO TURN?
Can’t seem to find your way around
ever-changing immigration rules?
You’re not alone.
Contact Naila Khan for professional world-class advice and assistance with
your immigration matter. We’ll help you from start to finish and work with
you on a one-to-one basis. We are a Level 3 Qualified organisation and
cover ALL aspects of Immigration Law and can represent you at Court for
your appeal hearing.
Contact us today to book a
consultation:

Tel: 01494 646111
Email: info@buckslegal.co.uk

www.buckslegal.co.uk
Buckingham Legal Associates, Aston Court, Kingsmead Business Park,
Frederick Place, High Wycombe HP11 1JU
Barclays House, First Floor, Gatehouse Way, Aylesbury HP19 8DB

Good immigration
advice… it’s in
everyone’s interest!

Buckingham Legal Associates
is authorised and regulated by
the Offices of the Immigration
Services Commissioner (OISC)
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Clear out for Christmas
Buying a new sofa or bed this Christmas?
We can take your old ones away in our bulky
items collection service. There is a
minimum charge of £75, which will
cover up to three items. We can collect
a maximum of eight items with each
additional item costing £5. We’ll
also take any bagged
small electrical items
or textiles for free, at
the same time.

To find out what
we can collect, visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/bulkyitems

Gift for a gardener
If you’re stuck for a present idea, how about
signing up a green-fingered friend or family
member for a garden waste bin? It’s not an
obvious gift, but a great one for a gardener!
Sign up at www.ayleburyvaledc.gov.uk/garden

Recycle your Christmas
Don’t forget you can still recycle
most festive items:
✔✔ Christmas cards (but not foil or glitter
ones please)

✔✔ Paper plates or napkins (unsoiled)
✔✔ Hats, paper crackers (but not the snap please)
✔✔ Cleaned aluminium foil
✔✔ Wrapping paper and gift tags (remove any
ribbons and bows first)
✔✔ Card packaging

We do not take extra general waste.

It’s more than six months since we installed new banks
in some of our community centres and car parks. We’re
working with the Salvation Army, who empty the banks and
keep half the recovered proceeds. The other half is used
to help provide community services, such as household
clinical waste collections, which are free of charge.
Textiles collected can be re-used or recycled into other
things such as seat padding. This reduces what goes into
landfill and saves taxpayers’ money.
If you’d like to see a textile recycling bank in your
village, please ask your local parish council to email
recyclingandwaste@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk Parishes
can benefit financially from the recovered materials too.

Christmas Collections
Please take a note of these date changes, as all
days are affected
Normal collection day

Revised collection day

Friday 25 Dec

Tuesday 29 Dec

Tuesday 29 Dec

Wednesday 30 Dec

Wednesday 30 Dec

Thursday 31 Dec

Thursday 31 Dec

Saturday 2 Jan

Friday 1 Jan

Monday 4 Jan

FACT!

Remember, brown bins are not collected
in December and January.
Did you know it costs around £2,000 to send FACT!
a contaminated load to landfill?
To check what goes in each bin please visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/recycle

Bad weather?
The wintery weather sometimes causes problems
for collections. To keep-up-to date in extreme
conditions, please check our website homepage:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
We’re pleased to tell you our redeveloped bin app
is ready to download! Apple users please update
your existing AVDC Bins app or download the new
one in the App store. Android users, you will need
to delete any existing AVDC Bin app and reinstall
from the Play store, then search AVDC Bins.
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If you have extra recycling that doesn’t fit into
your recycling bin, please put it in clear plastic
bags (or card boxes or large paper carrier bags,
if it’s dry), next to your bin.

Textile and media banks

WASTE

FOOD

CADDY
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Impressive new house wins Design Awards
An iconic property which takes the form of two flint wedges has won the top prize at this
year’s AVDC Design Awards.
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Drakes Place

Flint House

Highly commended awards were given to Drakes Place, a new
development of 75 homes in central Aylesbury, and Oving Village
Hall. Six other schemes received commended awards.
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Flint House, which scooped Most Outstanding Design, was built for
Lord Rothschild on his Waddesdon estate, earlier this year. It was
designed by architects Skeñe Catling de la Pena.

The awards recognise local building projects which make a
positive contribution to the environment and set a good design
example to other developments.
To find out more about these winners, and the six other
commended properties visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/designawards

Oving Village Hall

Your Choice Equity Loan Scheme

RECEIVE UP TO
£100,000* TO BUY
YOUR NEW HOME

Equity Loan example

• Choose the property you

Property Price: £200,000

Mortgage:
£90,000

£

want on the Open Market

Low Interest
Equity Loan
(50%):
£100,000

• Now – 2 years interest free!
• Exclusive to South Bucks

residents and workers including
permanent employees at
Wexham Park Hospital*

• Limited funding available**
Minimum
Deposit (5%):
£10,000

*Terms & Conditions apply and are subject to change.
**First-come/first-serve basis only.

To find out if you are eligible or to register your interest

Call 0300 456 2077
or visit www.catalysthomes.co.uk

SAM163 Equity loan advert - 195x138- south bucks - june 15.indd 1

GREAT NEWS FOR ALL
SOLAR PV OWNERS

You are currently only using 30% of the
electricity you generate & exporting the rest.
We could increase that to OVER 8O%

THE SOLAR DAWN LITHIUM ION
BATTERY STORAGE UNIT
More than DOUBLE your savings
Electricity in the event of a power
cut
Still receive your FIT and export
payments
Increase your inverter warranty
Smaller and longer-lasting than
other batteries
Remote Wi-Fi monitoring

Call us today or visit our website to find out
more. Quote the code AV0615.

0800 500 3181
www.solar-dawn.com

04/06/2015 12:13

Careers in the NHS
The University of Bedfordshire offers many Healthcare courses
which lead on to successful careers within the NHS:

Luton campus
• Midwifery: Registered Midwife BSc (Hons)
• Nursing with Registered Nurse: Adult BSc (Hons)
• Nursing with Registered Nurse: Child BSc (Hons)
• Nursing with Registered Nurse: Mental Health BSc (Hons)
• Operating Department Practice BSc (Hons)
• Paramedic Science BSc (Hons)

Aylesbury campus
• Nursing with Registered Nurse: Adult BSc (Hons)
• Nursing with Registered Nurse: Mental Health BSc (Hons)
• Midwifery: Registered Midwife BSc (Hons)
• Paramedic Science BSc (Hons)

Discover more at one
of our open days.
Visit:

unibeds.info/careers-nhs
99% of Healthcare
students are in
employment and/
or further study
within six months
of graduating
(DHLE 2014)

Lighting up the Vale!
Christmas lights apparently go back to the 18th-century
German tradition of decorating trees with candles,
which were glued to the branches with wax. Sounds
dangerous! Well we’ve come a long way since then and
you certainly won’t have to go far in the Vale to see
some beautiful illuminations. There are a number of
switch-ons across the district, mostly in November. Here
are some of them:
On 19 November Aylesbury’s lights will be turned on in
the town centre. As ever, there’ll be much more to the
evening than just the lights, with fireworks, music and
a funfair also planned. The event runs from 5.30pm until
7.30pm, with the switch on at 7pm. There will also be
late night shopping until 8pm. For more details, please
visit www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
Winslow’s popular Christmas Fayre and lights switchon takes place in the Market Square from 5.30pm
to 8.30pm on 26 November. There will be reindeer,
Santa’s grotto, stalls on the square, carol singing and
fairground rides for little ones. Find more information
at: www.winslowtowncouncil.gov.uk
That’ll be swiftly followed by fabulous
festivities in Buckingham on November
28, outside the Old Gaol. People will
gather to see the Mayor switch on the
lights and to sing carols round the
tree. The main event will be at 6pm.
www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk
There’ll be late night shopping,
a Christmas street market and
Father Christmas in Wendover
High Street on 4 December to
mark the village’s Christmas
lights switch-on. The event
between 4pm and 7pm is
being held on the
Manor Waste.
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Aston Clinton’s hidden gem
The Oak in
Aston Clinton
has fought off
competition
from 37 other
contenders, to
be crowned the
overall winner of AVDC’s Village Pub of
the Year competition.
Judges described the venue as a ‘hidden
gem’ and commended a range of things
including service, food, value, ales and the
pub’s play area.
All 19 pub finalists and winners will be
included in the 2015-16 Recommended
Village Pub Guide. Pick up your copy
from the tourist information centres or
download it from www.aylesburyvaledc.
gov.uk/village-pub-competition

Some of the other winners:
•

Best Food Pub: The Pointer in Brill

•

Best Community Pub: The Pilgrim in
North Marston

•

Best Family Pub: The Old Fisherman
in Shabbington

Time to get sporty, ladies!
We’re thrilled to tell you, we’ve been awarded
almost £135,000 of funding to encourage girls
and women across the Vale to get into sport.
The cash, from Sport England, will be used to
deliver a three-year programme of activities,
which will start in January and include a range
of activities for different groups, aged 14 to 40.

There will be more information on our
website over the coming months:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
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Aylesbury Waterside
Theatre turns five!
Belated birthday greetings to the Aylesbury
Waterside Theatre which celebrated its fifth
birthday last month.
The theatre has been a brilliant addition to the town, really putting Aylesbury
on the map. Since opening, it’s given an £8.5 million boost to the local
economy, attracting more visitors and increasing town footfall.

Local Loves

Opening night took place in October 2010, and was attended by a host of celebrities
including the late Cilla Black, Sir David Suchet, Ruby Wax, Suzanne Shaw and Simon
Callow. Since then the Waterside has seen over 2,000 performances.
Simon Maples, Deputy General Manager (AWT):

“Aylesbury Waterside Theatre was a bold move for AVDC and one that has
brought so much to the town centre. It’s an asset which has given thousands
of people, from across the Vale and beyond, the chance to enjoy so many
fantastic shows. ATG is proud to be managing the theatre and we’ll continue
our programme of exciting productions and projects into the future.”

Five fun facts:
•
•
•
•
•

!

WIN

£20,000 raised for charities
9,500 local children have performed on the main stage
19,000 ‘flashy things’ waved during pantomimes
205,000 ice creams enjoyed
150+ - the highest number of productions seen by one customer!

Fifth birthday giveaway

X-Factor winner Sam Bailey will star in this
year’s panto, Dick Whittington, alongside Ant
and Dec’s warm-up man, Andy Collins and
X Factor finalist Melanie Masson.
To be in with a chance of winning four tickets on Tuesday 29 Dec at 6pm
PLUS an exclusive post-show cast meet & greet, just answer this question:
Can you recycle Christmas wrapping paper? (Unsure? See page 13!)
Please email your answer to avcomp@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk or
send by post to Panto Comp, AVDC, The Gateway, Gatehouse Road,
Aylesbury, HP19 8FF.
The draw will take place at Midday on Friday 4 December. Good luck!

Local funny man Andy Collins,
who’s from Broughton and will
be playing Idle Jack, took time
out of the Dick Whittington
rehearsal schedule to wax
lyrical about our beautiful Vale.
Favourite pub: I quite like the
Queen’s Head and also the
King’s Head, they’re in the old
town which is a beautiful part
of Aylesbury.
Favourite restaurant: Easy –
The Grill. Best steak restaurant
in Aylesbury, I want to take the
cast there during panto!
Best local business: Well the
theatre’s got to be up there
hasn’t it?! The lights symbolise
the sunlight coming through
the Chiltern Hills – did you
know that? It’s true! – and The
Works, I’m a big fan of their
ice cream and their ice cream
floats.
The Vale in three words:
Beautiful, home… need I say
more?!
My Vale Christmas: Christmas
day is a big family day. I spend
it with my kids, mum and dad.
We go for a traditional walk,
visit a nice pub, then have a
huge dinner!
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What to give
at Christmas...
Gift a garden waste collection!
From only £38 a year
Collections made
fortnightly between
February to November

Visit www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/garden-waste-service
or ring us on 01296 585010 for more information

What’s on?

NOVEMBER

7 and 8 Interactive Walking Play around Aylesbury Old
Town 6pm and 8pm performances. Meeting at Aylesbury
Town Hall, 5 Church Street. £4.50 per person, tickets from
Visitor Information Centre and Bucks County Museum.
www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk
8 Remembrance Day Parade Buckingham
town centre. www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk
18 Nov – 6 Dec Christmas Fair Waddesdon
Manor. 10am - 5pm (7pm on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday). Closed Monday
and Tuesday. Gifts, decorations and festive
Remembrance
foods. Normal admission charges apply.
Day Parade
www.waddesdon.org.uk

18 – 22 Film Festival Buckingham Community Cinema.
Featuring films to suit all tastes. www.thefilmplace.org.uk
19 Christmas Lights Switch-on Aylesbury town centre.
5.30pm – 7.30pm. See article on page 17 for more details.
21 Nov – 10 Jan 2016 Christmas at Stowe 10am – 4pm.
Enjoy a festive family atmosphere at the New Inn with
carols, children’s crafts, shopping and a yuletide menu.
Free event (normal admission charges apply). www.
nationaltrust.org.uk/stowe
24 Aylesbury Farmers’ Market Christmas Special
Market Square. 9am – 2pm. Pick up fantastic locally grown
produce and browse the stalls at the Vintage and Craft
Bazaar. www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
26 Christmas Lights Switch-on Winslow town centre. Lights
will be switched on at 6pm. For more details see page 7.

12 Buckingham Community Fair Community Centre,
Buckingham. 11.30am – 2pm. Christmas gifts, cards,
tombolas and much more. www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk
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27 Murder Mystery The Gateway, Aylesbury 7pm. See
page 14 for more details
28 Christmas Lights Switch-on Outside the Old Gaol,
Buckingham town centre 6pm. For more details see
page 7.
28 Fauré Requiem Performance by the Aylesbury
Festival Choir. Aylesbury Methodist Church, Buckingham
Street. Tickets: £12. www.aylesburyfestivalchoir.net
29 Santa’s Parade Aylesbury town centre 10.45am –
3pm. Come and cheer Santa and his friends as they
parade through the town. After the parade, there’ll be a
small funfair and activities, including free donkey rides.
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

DECEMBER
3 – 5 Aladdin Jubilee Hall, Bierton. Well-loved pantomime
performed by the Jubilee Players. Performances at 7.30pm
each evening, with a matinée on Saturday at 2.30pm.
Tickets: £8 for adults and £5 for children. Contact 01296
415565 or alfred.g.rogers@btinternet.com
4 Wendover Christmas Lights From 4pm. See page 7
for more details.
6 Christmas Craft and Gift Fair Aylesbury town centre.
11am – 3pm. Find unique and original gifts at this
speciality fair. www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
11 Beauty and the Beast Queens Park Arts Centre,
Aylesbury. 7:30pm. A traditional family pantomime with
plenty of audience participation, catchy songs, hilarious
slapstick routines and beautiful costumes. See more at:
www.qpc.org/limelight.aspx
12 Christmas Parade Buckingham Town Centre.
10.45am. A road closure will be in place for this event.
www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk

Christmas Parade
Photo: Brian Simonds

12 The Dung Beatles – Bucks best Beatles tribute
band Waddesdon Hall. 8pm - 11.30pm. Tickets
£10 in advance or £12 on the night. Details: www.
waddesdonhall.org.uk

12 Rance’s Rockin’ Chair: Jingle Bell Jazz Stowe Church.
7.30pm. Selection of jazzy Christmas favourites. Tickets
£10 (free for accompanied U16s). www.stowearts.co.uk
13 Festive Family Fun Friars Square shopping
centre and Market Square, Aylesbury. 11am until
4pm. Seasonal family entertainment where all of the
entertainment, games, crafts and activities are free.
www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk
13 Carolfest St Mary’s Church,
Aylesbury 6pm. A fun and relaxed
evening of seasonal singing. Details:
www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk
Carolfest
19 and 20 Santa Specials
Buckinghamshire Railway Centre, Quainton. Train rides and
live children’s entertainment. www.bucksrailcentre.org

24 and 31 #AylesburyThursdays events A fab, fun
kids event takes place in the town centre every Thursday
of Bucks CC school holidays. See www.facebook.com/
aylesburyvale for event details near the time.

FEBRUARY 2016
4 - 6 Beauty and The Beast Winslow Public Hall. The
Winslow Players present their annual pantomime. 01296
715185 or www.winslowplayers.co.uk
16 Pancake Race Buckingham. 11am. Location to be
confirmed. www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk
18 #AylesburyThursdays events A fab, fun kids event
in the town centre on every Thursday of Bucks CC school
holidays. See www.facebook.com/aylesburyvale for
event details near the time.
20 Try orienteering Waddesdon Manor. 10am 11.30am. Active outdoor fun with several courses for all
ages and abilities. Tickets: £6. Details: www.tvoc.org.uk
27 Food Fair Buckingham Community Centre. 10am to
4pm. Everything from locally produced wine, chocolates,
pies, celebration cakes and more. www.buckingham-tc.
gov.uk

If you have an event that is taking place
between the third week of March 2016
and the end of June 2016, please contact:
whatson@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
We will try our best but cannot guarantee all
events will appear in our What’s On listing.
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28th & 29th Nov
5th, 6th, 12th
& 13th Dec
Buckinghamshire Railway Centre

Buckinghamshire Railway Centre, Quainton, Road Station,
Quainton near Aylesbury Bucks HP22 4BY
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TREATMENTS AVAILABLE:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Corn & callus care
Nail cutting & filing
Sports biomechanics
Orthotics & insoles
Foot & leg pains
Ingrown toenails

•
•
•
•
•
•

Thick & fungal nails
Heel pain
Verucca therapies
Nail surgery
Diabetic foot care
Private healthcare

Anthony Cherry BSc (Hons) M.S.Ch
HPC & State Registered

For best appointment availability phone Monday or Tuesday

Aylesbury Clinic
Duck Farm Court
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
(Close to Town Centre, Bus & Train Station)

Standard appointment £35 - Nail cutting & foot check £25

01296 340043

www.cherryfeet.co.uk • anthony@cherryfeet.co.uk
£5 DISCOUNT on your first appointment

Anthony Cherry BSc (Hons) M.S.Ch
HPC & State Registered

01296 340043

Aylesbury Clinic at Duck Farm Court
www.cherryfeet.co.uk • anthony@cherryfeet.co.uk
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£5 DISCOUNT on a friend’s first appointment

Anthony Cherry BSc (Hons) M.S.Ch
HPC & State Registered

01296 340043

Aylesbury Clinic at Duck Farm Court
www.cherryfeet.co.uk • anthony@cherryfeet.co.uk
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