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Eat, Drink & Dine
Winslow Road, Granborough, Buckinghamshire MK18 3NJ

A charming village pub, situated between 
Winslow and Aylesbury, offering high 
quality dining in relaxed and comfortable 
surroundings.

CALL NOW 
to book your Christmas Party & 

Christmas Day Celebrations

Real ales available or choose from one of 
our 50 gins from our Gin Bar!

THE BEST PUB IN GRANBOROUGH

Pub open seven days - see the website for details.

Food served - Tuesday - Friday: 12 noon - 2pm and 5 - 9pm, Saturday: 10.30 - 9pm, Sunday: 12 noon - 7pm.

Tel: 01296 670216    www.thecrowngranborough.co.uk

Main Street, Adstock, Buckinghamshire MK18 2JN

AWARD WINNING PUB & RESTAURANT

Tel: 01296 712584    www.theoldthatchedinn.co.uk

We offer a unique blend of high 
quality dining, hosted in a relaxed 
and comfortable environment, 
serving locally sourced food.

JOIN US 
for your Christmas Parties & 
Christmas Day, reservations 

now being taken.

Open seven days:

Lunch from 12 noon - 2.30pm

Dinner from 5pm - 9pm

Serving all day Sunday from 
12 noon - 8pm (last booking)



Christmas Lights Switch On -  
Thursday 14 November

Celebrate the 
official start of 
festivities in 
Aylesbury town 
centre by coming 
along to the 
hugely popular 
Christmas Lights 
Switch On.

Hosted by Aylesbury Town Centre Partnership 
and Mix 96, this year’s extravaganza  
runs from 5.30pm to 8pm in Market Square, with 
a funfair in Kingsbury until 8.30pm. The dazzling 
main event of the lights switch on is at 7pm, 
followed by a sensational fireworks display. 

There’ll also be live performances and guest 
appearances from the Aylesbury Waterside 
Theatre pantomime, Beauty & the Beast. Warm 
up with a delicious array of street food and make 
the most of the extended opening hours by doing 
a spot of shopping in Friars Square. 

Christmas Craft & Gift Fair - 
Sunday 1 December

With over 80 stalls to browse, Buckinghamshire’s 
largest free Christmas Craft & Gift Fair will once 
again be gracing Aylesbury’s historic Market 
Square between 11am-3pm. Discover a wealth 
of unique and handcrafted Christmas gifts 
whilst enjoying festive music and street food.

Shopping Event - 
Thursday 19 December

Still looking for that perfect gift or something 
extra special? Then look no further as a 

great selection of stalls awaits the  
last-minute shopper on Market Square 

in Aylesbury between 9am-6.30pm.

festive fun • 1Step into ChristmasStep into Christmas

Santa’s Sunday  
Sunday 24 November
Immerse yourself in the magic of Christmas at this  
year’s Santa’s Sunday parade!

Beginning at 10.45am from Aylesbury High Street, join the 
fairy tale performance of a Cinderella carriage as it leads a 
stilt walker, donkeys, a samba band and a colourful array 
of music and dance groups along to Market Square; the 
parade finishing with a flourish at The Exchange. Enjoy the 
Yuletide atmosphere in this stunning new public space 
whilst revelling in the entertainment on offer, including a 
small funfair, donkey rides and street food – all available 
until 3pm.

This is the perfect opportunity to start your Christmas 
shopping before the madness begins, or simply enjoy 
some festive fun!

For more information go to visitaylesbury.co.uk



Aylesbury Vale Times is a publication from Aylesbury Vale 
District Council. Please recycle after reading.

If you’d like a free copy of this magazine in large print,  
please call 01296 585216.

Cover photo: Christmas lights switch on at Aylesbury’s 
Market Square by Megan Williams.

Magazine design by Fortem Digital.

Phone: 01296 585858 (main switchboard) 
Website: aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 
Editor: Craig Todd, 01296 585216  
or ctodd@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

This edition of Aylesbury Vale Times costs 
around 15p per copy.*

Some stock images are used in the production of this magazine to help illustrate 
an article, this is in part to ensure costs are kept to a minimum. *Copy price may 
vary slightly per issue, depending on advertising revenue and postage costs.

The views expressed by individuals in Aylesbury Vale Times are not 
necessarily the views of Aylesbury Vale District Council. Every effort is  
made to ensure that all information is accurate at the time of going to press.

External advertising in the magazine does not imply an endorsement or 
promotion of the advertisement, nor its content, products or services by 
Aylesbury Vale District Council.
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4

15

20

2 • contents

Advertise with us
To find out more about how we could help your company or 
organisation, please email: communications@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

1 Festive fun in the Vale!

6 More parishes benefit from 
New Homes Bonus grants

9 Getting ready for the new 
Buckinghamshire Council

12 Discover Aylesbury Garden 
Town’s 2050 Vision

17 What’s on in the Vale this winter 
(cut out and keep guide)

19 Spotlight on the historic village 
of Marsh Gibbon

Vale Lottery – 
could you win the 
£25,000 jackpot?

10
Munch Monster 
of the Month 
competition 
winners

Win a family 
ticket to see 
Beauty & the 
Beast!

Some fascinating stats from across the Vale:

Welcome to the latest edition 
of Aylesbury Vale Times
We’ve lots to share with you in this edition, including details of our festive 
events, what’s on in the Vale this winter and a look at Aylesbury Garden 
Town’s 2050 Vision.

You can also read about the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP), the new 
Buckinghamshire Council and the best ways to recycle your festive waste 
- plus there’s a chance to win a family ticket for the fantastic Beauty & the 
Beast panto at Waterside Theatre.

Enjoy!

Local Loves 
with Colin 
Bradford

5,000+
Number of food waste bins handed 
out for FREE as part of our Munch 
Monster campaign. (See page 10 
for more info.)

£50,000
Amount of money available 
through AVDC’s Our Vale fund, 
helping support local community 
projects. (See page 5 for more info.)

10,000
Number of attendees at this year’s 
Waterside Festival.

£25,000
Amount of money available to local 
community projects through a new 
Aylesbury Garden Town funding 
scheme. (Go to page 12 to find  
out more!)



• Lodge Manager  • Owners’ Lounge with coffee bar  • Guest Suite for friends and family  • Stunning Roof Terrace  
• Wellbeing Suite  • 24-hour support  • Video entry system  • Free parking  • Lift to all fl oors

NEW RETIREMENT APARTMENTS FOR SALE IN AYLESBURY

Time to sit back and 
enjoy your retirement
Your new hassle free lifestyle will mean no more worries about the garden 
or maintenance to your property, simply sit back and someone else will 
take care of it. At Churchill your biggest worry will be deciding between 
a cosy night in or heading downstairs to meet friends in the Owners’ 
Lounge. From cheese and wine tastings, to keep fit classes, the great 
thing about Churchill is that there’s always something going on.  

NEW RETIREMENT APARTMENTS FOR SALE IN AYLESBURY

Your new hassle free lifestyle will mean no more worries about the garden 
or maintenance to your property, simply sit back and someone else will 
take care of it. At Churchill your biggest worry will be deciding between 
a cosy night in or heading downstairs to meet friends in the Owners’ 
Lounge. From cheese and wine tastings, to keep fit classes, the great 

OSCAR LODGE  Cambridge Street - Open Tues to Sat, 10am to 5pm. 
CALL TODAY TO REGISTER YOUR INTEREST

01296 768949 Visit churchillretirement.co.uk

DON’T 
LEAVE IT 

TOO 
LATE

Call Karen today to discuss your situation 
and receive a no-obligation quotation 
01296 506035 or email kwhite@kiddrapinet.co.uk

We can’t 
help with the 
decorating...
...but our local knowledge 

can help you avoid property 

pitfalls.  We’re much more 

than a conveyancing service.
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Increase your 
school’s funding 
with Vale Lottery

So, what are you waiting for? Tickets for Vale 
Lottery cost just £1 a week, with 60p from every 
ticket going directly to local good causes, and 
the balance going to running costs and prizes. 
Players can choose a cause and buy tickets at 
valelottery.co.uk, where organisations can also 
find out more and register.

This summer, Vale Lottery celebrated raising 
over a quarter of a million pounds for local good 
causes and now, as Vale Lottery approaches its 
fourth anniversary, the £300,000 milestone is 
well within reach!

Some of Vale Lottery’s most successful good causes are 
the fantastic selection of Aylesbury Vale schools. Over 
50 local schools and PTAs, including nurseries, primary 
schools and secondary schools, are already benefiting 
from the invaluable funds raised through Vale Lottery. 
Proving to be an effective way for parents, guardians and 
even grandparents to support their child’s school, Vale 
Lottery funding can help to provide everything from toys 
and sporting equipment to books and computers.

And it’s not only the schools that win!

To date, Vale Lottery has given away more than 26,000 free 
tickets and over £68,000 worth of cash prizes to its players 
– and there’s a fantastic £25,000 jackpot still to be won!
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Already a firm favourite for 
visitors to Aylesbury town 
centre, Rococo Lounge is in 
good company as both The Grill 
Steakhouse and, most recently, 
Zizzi have joined the fantastic 
selection of eateries at The 
Exchange. And it’s not just the 
restaurants that visitors have 

been enjoying, with the exciting public space 
proving popular to all ages over the summer.

Could your project be next?
Our Vale is celebrating a fantastic year 
of crowdfunding for community projects, 
with four local projects already excelling 
towards, and reaching, their target! 

Crowdfunding is an exciting way to turn unique 
project ideas into reality to help transform shared 
spaces, inspire visitors and enhance the Vale. The 
latest deadline for funding closed at the end of 
September which means there’ll soon be more 
amazing projects to pledge towards and support. 
Could your project be next?

Find out more: spacehive.com/movement/our-vale 

All inclusive Adventurous 
Equipment - Aston Clinton

✔

New Play Equipment for  
Dagnall Rec - Dagnall

✔

Paralympic Heritage  
Learning Tools - Stoke Mandeville

✔

The Next Step Youth  
Homeless Project - Aylesbury

✔

Have you seen our new 
digital screens facing 
Long Lional?
With the aim of keeping visitors to Aylesbury up-to-date 
and in-the-know with all the latest what’s on and town 
centre information, these modern digital screens are set 
amongst some fantastic historical photos.

The ExchangeThe Exchange

Historical photos courtesy of Karl Vaughan and Bucks Herald.
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17 more parishes benefit 
from New Homes Bonus 
grants!
AVDC recently agreed all of the New Homes Bonus 
Advisory Grant Panel’s funding recommendations. 
This means that 17 parishes will now benefit from 
grant awards in 2019/20 for capital projects that are 
important to their communities.

Projects and the level of funding awarded range from 
£4,000 for new flooring in Watermead Village Hall up to 
£165,000 for the refurbishment of community facilities 
at Banks Park in Haddenham.

Other successful applications include Stewkley 
and Ivinghoe for improvements to their play areas, 
Stone, Bishopstone and Hartwell for outdoor fitness 
equipment, Grendon Underwood for the refurbishment 
of its village hall cloakroom facilities and Buckingham 
for the refurbishment of the community centre at 
Cornwalls Meadow.

These and other projects will make a significant 
difference to the local communities they serve. 

In the seven years of its administration, the New Homes 
Bonus Project Grant Funding Scheme has awarded over 
£6.2 million in project grants for tangible community 
facilities across the Vale, and an additional 94 micro 
grants have been awarded in the last two years totalling 
over £112,000 in additional grant support.

Are you a hoarder?
Many people have things they don’t really need or 
have the room for - from unwanted gifts to items 
from an inheritance.

Hoarding is when our collection of items stops us from 
using rooms in our homes for the purpose they were 
intended for. In extreme cases, we might even stop 
welcoming visitors and start to become isolated and 
ashamed of our home environment.

If this is you, a relative or friend, then a good first step 
would be to get in touch with the Buckinghamshire 
Hoarding Behaviour Support Group. 

This group can offer expert tips and advice on tackling 
hoarding issues, as well as offering understanding and 
support from others in a similar situation.

Please contact ehassall@aylesburyavaledc.gov.uk 
for more information.

For a full list of New Homes Bonus grants, level 
of funding awarded and also further information 
about the micro grants scheme, please visit: 
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/newhomesbonus

*criteria apply

The New Homes Bonus Project Grant Scheme is now 
closed, but micro grants of up to £2,000 are still available 
for capital and equipment purchases until March 2020*. 
(After this date, the administration of all funding will be the 
responsibility of the new unitary Buckinghamshire Council.)

Chearsley Village Hall

Westbury Village Hall

Weston Turville Play Area
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Protecting and enhancing the local environment 
is an important priority for all councillors at AVDC. 
In recent months councillors have debated and 
passed resolutions opposing HS2 and the East 
West Expressway, calling for the electrification of 
East West Rail, agreeing a programme of carbon 
reduction measures and agreeing to press the new 
Buckinghamshire Council to become carbon neutral 
by 2030.

While we need homes for people to live in, Aylesbury’s 
designation as a ‘Garden Town’ in 2017 means that a 
number of new developments are being designed and 
built to incorporate additional green infrastructure. At 
Kingsbrook, 60% of the land is being retained as green 
space and a number of specific measures are being 
taken to improve the environment for protected species.

AVDC was the first council in the country to adopt 
an innovative approach to great crested newt (GCN) 
conservation with NatureSpace UK, and the first to 
authorise a development under AVDC’s district license. 
GCN are a UK and European protected species and 
despite a strict protection regime, the UK population 
has continued to fall. The new District Licensing Scheme 
has been running for 18 months and there is already 
evidence that great crested newts are migrating to 
the new ponds that have been created for them. The 
ponds will be monitored by the South Midlands Newt 
Conservation Partnership to see how effective this 
method is.

AVDC is also working with partners and volunteers in the 
community on a variety of initiatives – such as Hedgerow 
Havens, designed to boost habitats for insects, birds 
and other wildlife. In early October, a group of residents 
supported by councillors and members of Berks Bucks 
Oxon Wildlife Trust, planted a wild flower meadow at 
Watermead. Volunteer groups we support and highly 
value include Vale Countryside Volunteers, Aylesbury 
Peregrine Falcon Project, Buckingham Railway Walk 
Conservation Group, Bucks Owl & Raptor Group and 
North Bucks Bat Group.

MyAccount allows you to securely keep track of 
a number of council services online, including 
your council tax and housing benefits.

You can also order new bins, sign up for our garden 
waste collection service and apply for licences. You’ll 
also receive our monthly eNewsletter, which will keep 
you up-to-date with our latest news and events.

Who can have a MyAccount?

Any Aylesbury Vale resident, business, landlord 
or tenant.

How do I register for a MyAccount?

Simply go to aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk, click 
‘Register for MyAccount’ in the top right corner, and 
then complete the required information.

More than half of all households in the Vale 
are already signed up to and benefitting from 
MyAccount. So don’t miss out - sign up today!

MyAccount is convenient, saves time and 
gives you access to your information 24/7.

For more information go to our website:  
https://bit.ly/2oyaFbm or look out for posts on 
our website and social media channels.

Keeping the 
Vale GREEN

Watermead wildflower meadow volunteers

What is a MyAccount 
customer account?
What is a MyAccount 
customer account?



Tel 01296 821501 • Mob 07956 513529
info@KDAaccountants.co.uk

• Yearly, quarterly and monthly accounts
• Book keeping
• Charities and not for profit
• Self employed
• Partnerships
• VAT returns
• Payroll solutions

So why choose KDA Accountants?
• Down to earth advice and recommendations
• Reputable and trustworthy accountancy firm
• Professional tax efficiency for the client
• Quality business service
• Free initial consultation

Conveniently Located in Aylesbury and surrounding areas.
Company Registration Number 10565865 • VAT No 264027714
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The biggest change in Buckinghamshire’s 
local government history is happening next 
year with the creation of a single new council. 
The new Buckinghamshire Council will 
officially come into being on 1 April 2020.

Bringing together five organisations is a complex 
process. Teams of councillors and staff from across all 
five current councils (Buckinghamshire County Council, 
Aylesbury Vale, Chiltern, Wycombe and South Bucks 
district councils) are working together to ensure that 
there will be a smooth transition to the new council.

Keep up to date with plans for  
Buckinghamshire Council 

The Shadow Executive (which is the decision making 
group of councillors from across the five councils) 
meets every two weeks to make key decisions which are 
needed to bring the five councils together by April 2020.

You can keep up to date with decisions and news at 
shadow.buckinghamshire.gov.uk

What does this mean?

There will be no immediate changes to services - your 
bins will still be collected, libraries will be open  
as usual and other services you rely on day-to-day  
will continue.

The new council will be simpler and more cost 
effective for the future. As one organisation, it will be 
easier for people to access information and advice 
from all the places they currently use – such as council 
offices and libraries across the whole county.

Appointment of Buckinghamshire Council 
Chief Executive 
23 July 2019

Appointments to new senior 
leadership team 
October 2019

New council priorities and 
budget consultation 
October 2019 - January 2020

Shadow Authority meeting to agree budget 
and constitution for the new council 
February 2020

New Buckinghamshire Council launches 
1 April 2020

Elections to new  
Buckinghamshire Council 
7 May 2020

Buckinghamshire Council timeline

Tell us what’s important to you

We want to involve you in shaping the priorities 
for the new council. Local councils up and 
down the country are all facing the challenge 
of a growing demand for their services and 
balancing the budget, and this will be the case 
for the new council. So having a conversation 
about priorities and how to allocate the budget 
is more important than ever before.

Our budget and priorities consultation is live now: 
shadow.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/consultations
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WOW! We’ve been truly overwhelmed by the fantastic 
response we’ve had for our Munch Monsters and want to take 
this opportunity to thank all of our fantastic food-recycling 
residents for engaging with the campaign.

Whether you popped by to see us at any one of the many Play Around 
the Parishes events, caught us at Play in the Park, WhizzFizzFest or 
Waterside Festival, ordered your FREE food waste bin online or were 
one of the incredible schools that welcomed our team during Recycle 
Week - thank you!

Munch Monster of the Month
Our ‘Munch Monster of the Month’ competition proved popular 
too, with hundreds of residents (young and old!) getting involved in 
creating their very own Munch Monster. Congratulations to our July, 
August and September winners!

Munch Monster 
Mischief

Grendon Underwood Combined School

Turnfurlong Junior School

Waterside Festival

Play in the Park

WhizzFizzFest

We’ve had so much fun bringing the Munch Monsters to 
Aylesbury Vale. Since the campaign’s launch in the summer 
issue of the AV Times we’ve seen:

More than 5,000 bins given away for free!

Over 200 entries into our social media competition

An impressive 11% increase in tonnage of food waste 
collected for recycling in the first month alone!

Our final phase of the campaign saw our friendly Munch Monster team 
visit four local schools during Recycle Week (Monday 23 September 
– Friday 27 September). Thank you to the recycling-savvy pupils and 
teachers of Turnfurlong Junior School, Thomas Hickman School, 
Grendon Underwood Combined School and Broughton Junior 
School for inviting our team to host a ‘Munch Monster’ assembly 
sharing why it’s so important (and how easy it can be!) to recycle food 
waste. It was fantastic to see how informed Aylesbury Vale’s youngest 
residents are when it comes to recycling – keep up the great work!

Submitted by Chris R.  
from Weston Turville

Submitted by Louise S.  
from Wendover

Submitted by Tracy B.  
from Edlesborough

July August September

The march of the Munch Monsters!
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Collection 
week

Last garden 
collection 2019

Next garden 
collection 2020

Waste w/c 18 November w/c 27 January

Recycling w/c 25 November w/c 3 February

If you’re already subscribed to our garden waste 
collection service, it will be automatically renewed 
every January unless you wish to cancel it. An 
invoice for the following year’s service will be sent in 
November, allowing all garden waste customers to 
renew and pay for their subscription by January, ready 
for the service to begin again. Take a look below for 
the last garden waste collection dates for 2019 and 
the first dates for 2020.

Cut out and keep

 Recycling Week - please present your blue- 
 lidded recycling bin and outdoor food caddy by  
 6.30am on the revised collection day.

 Waste Week - please present your  
 green-lidded waste bin and outdoor  
 food caddy by 6.30am on the revised  
 collection day.

RECYCLE

WASTE

FOOD

CADDY

Tis the season to renew 
your garden waste service!

Recycle your Christmas 
- things ‘Yule’ need to know!
We produce 30% more waste at Christmas 
and many festive items can be recycled: 

✔✔ Christmas cards  
(but not foil or glitter please) 

✔✔ Clean paper plates 

✔✔ Hats and paper crackers  
(no snap please)

✔✔ Cleaned aluminium foil 

✔✔ Wrapping paper and gift tags  
(remove any ribbons and bows first) 

✔✔ Chocolate tins and plastic tubs

Any extra recycling will be 
collected by our crews, if 
presented in a clear bag next to 
the blue-lidded recycling bin on 
your collection day.

Did you know?
At Christmas, the UK uses enough 
wrapping paper to wrap around Aylesbury Vale 
approximately 1,500 times. Good thing Aylesbury 
Vale residents are fabulous at recycling!

And remember…
Don’t let your Munch Monster go 
hungry this Christmas. There’s some 
fantastic tips on how to reduce festive 
food waste at lovefoodhatewaste.com

How to dispose of your Christmas 
tree after the festive period…
Remember to

✔✔ Remove any decorations

✔✔ Cut the tree down to smaller,  
manageable pieces

✔✔ Place in your brown garden waste bin 
ready for the first collection in 2020

Find your nearest here:  
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/HRC

If you’ve not yet subscribed to our 
garden waste collection service, 
please take your Christmas tree to a 
local household recycling centre.

Christmas bin 
collection changeS

Usual collection day Revised collection day

Monday 23 December 2019 Monday 23 December 2019

Tuesday 24 December 2019 Tuesday 24 December 2019

Wednesday 25 December 2019 Friday 27 December 2019

Thursday 26 December 2019 Saturday 28 December 2019

Friday 27 December 2019 Monday 30 December 2019

Monday 30 December 2019 Tuesday 31 December 2019

Tuesday 31 December 2019 Thursday 2 January 2020

Wednesday 1 January 2020 Friday 3 January 2020

Thursday 2 January 2020 Saturday 4 January 2020

Friday 3 January 2020 Monday 6 January 2020

Monday 6 January 2020 Tuesday 7 January 2020

Tuesday 7 January 2020 Wednesday 8 January 2020

Wednesday 8 January 2020 Thursday 9 January 2020

Thursday 9 January 2020 Friday 10 January 2020

Friday 10 January 2020 Saturday 11 January 2020

For more information, please visit:  
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/garden-waste-service
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Aylesbury Garden 
Town - 2050 Vision

It’s nearly three years since Aylesbury was awarded 
Garden Town status and given a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to improve the lives of our community.

Since then we’ve been 
drawing up plans for the way 
the town will evolve over the 
next few decades, through 
listening and engaging with 
the many different groups 
that make Aylesbury the 

great place that it is. We’ve heard from residents 
and local businesses, as well as stakeholders, 
community groups and partners and we’ve used that 
feedback to shape our Vision for 2050, which builds 
on Aylesbury’s heritage and strengths and looks to its 
future opportunities as a Garden Town.

As a Garden Town we’ve already attracted 
government funding to get started on the 
transformation of Aylesbury, improving transport 
links and infrastructure. A number of projects are 
underway, including improving and extending 
cycle routes, a multi-million pound project to 
trial innovative new technology in the town, and 
community food growing - enabling people to grow 
and share fresh fruit and vegetables.

Following on from the Vision document will be a 
Masterplan that sets out how we‘ll deliver the Garden 
Town. We’ll be asking for your feedback on this 

early next year. You can find a copy of the Vision 
document on our website. Here you can read through 
all the themes in more detail and leave your comments.  
Just follow the link from the home page. To obtain 
a hard copy or large format of the Vision document, 
email contactus@aylesburygardentown.co.uk or 
call 01296 585276.

Aylesbury for everyone
There are eight key themes that shape the Vision, 
but at the heart is our aim to create an Aylesbury 
that is designed for everyone. As the birthplace of 
the Paralympic Movement, a legacy of inclusion 
and accessibility is an essential part of the future of the 
town and underpins the themes that will influence the 
projects and initiatives we undertake. We want to make 
Aylesbury a greener, more inclusive and prosperous 
place, where everyone can enjoy a high quality of life.

Key themes of the 2050 Vision:

 ✔ Putting the town centre first

 ✔ An innovation and investment hub

 ✔ The highest quality of life for all

 ✔ A green and healthy Garden Town

 ✔ Aylesbury on the move

 ✔ Distinctive garden communities

 ✔ A smart and sustainable Garden Town

 ✔ Integrated delivery of the Garden Town

Community Projects Funding Pot
As part of our Vision for a green and healthy Garden 

Town, we are delighted to be launching a grant 

funding scheme to support community projects in 

Aylesbury. If you’re a not-for-profit, voluntary or 

community sector organisation and have a project 

that will improve or enhance local green space, 

increase the delivery of biodiversity net gains, or 

that promotes/supports healthy living, you may be 

eligible to apply for a grant of up to £3,000. We’ll 

also be expanding our community food growing 

programme, 
which launched 
earlier this year 
in partnership 
with Community 
GROW. If you 
would like to find 
out more about 
the Community 
Projects Funding 
Pot, or are interested in community food growing, drop 
an email to contactus@aylesburygardentown.co.uk

The Exchange, Aylesbury

© BMD – 2019

To make sure you keep up-to-
date with all our exciting projects 
follow us on Twitter and Facebook 
@Aylesbury GT or register 
for updates on our website at 
aylesburygardentown.co.uk

Community GROW launch at  
St Peter’s Church, Quarrendon
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Following agreement between AVDC and the 
Planning Inspector on a revised housing target 
of 28,600 homes and other points raised in 
his Interim Findings document, the proposed 
modifications to the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan 
(VALP) were submitted for his consideration in 
July. Since then, the Inspector suggested a number 
of changes to the modifications, which have also 
been sent to him for his consideration.

For clarity and transparency, the proposed modifications 
have been put into the public domain. Once they 
have received his approval they’ll be published for 
consultation, which is currently anticipated to be held 
over six weeks during October and November.

The most substantive piece of work was the allocation 
of a new site in close proximity to Milton Keynes to 
fulfill the Inspector’s requirement for new housing 
allocations in that area. Various pieces of key evidence 
were commissioned to determine which was the most 
suitable site to allocate in the VALP.

It’s intended that the plan will be adopted by the 
end of the year, but the timeline will be dependent 
on how long the Inspector takes to consider any 
representations and whether he chooses to hold more 
public hearing sessions prior to producing his final, 
binding report.

To view the proposed modifications to VALP  
and for information about the consultation 

process go to:  

aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/valp-examination

VALP - consultation on 
modifications imminent
VALP - consultation on 
modifications imminent

Free Christmas parking!
We’re offering free Christmas parking in our  
town centre car parks in Aylesbury, Buckingham 
and Wendover on selected days in November  
and December.

AVDC town centre car parks in Aylesbury and 
Wendover will be free after 3.30pm on the 
following Thursdays: 28 November, 5 December, 
12 December and 19 December. This will allow 
visitors to take advantage of the many bars and 
restaurants in the towns, as well as the late-night 
shopping in Aylesbury that takes place the first 
three Thursdays in December.

In addition, Walton Street car park (our largest car 
park, which has 525 spaces) in Aylesbury will be 
free all day on the following Sundays: 1 December, 
8 December, 15 December and 22 December. This 
includes the day of Buckinghamshire’s biggest 
free Christmas Craft & Gift Fair - which takes place 
in Market Square on Sunday 1 December, 11am  
to 3pm.

In Buckingham, Cornwalls Meadow car park will 
be free all day on Saturday 14 December - to 
benefit the popular Christmas parade happening 
on that day.

More information on the car parks in Aylesbury 
Vale can be found by visiting:  

aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/car-parks



Offering a range of treatments from cosmetic work 
such as whitening and Smilelign orthodontics, to general family dentistry.  

We have invested in a Biolase Epic X laser to provide a more comfortable 
in-chair experience for the soft tissue parts of the mouth. Acupuncture is 
also available to help with the gag reflex.

Gift vouchers available

Phone 01296 622631 or email us on reception@perryhouse.co.uk
www.perryhouse.co.uk and find us on Facebook �

Dr Tracy Johnson and Dr Lynda Raybould

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY 
£250* per person

Covers Health & Finance 2 home visits, advice and certification 
* OPG charges of £82 per application are extra

WILLS IN ENGLISH
In essence you don’t have a Will if you die without one

Wills from £100 if you don’t have one 
Compliant with the IPW code of practice

Phone: 07962 157843 / 01491 638075 
Email: edward@willsinenglish.com

Edward Briscoe MIPW

Check before you travel
Over 80% of waste is still free 
to bring to your local     
Household Recycling Centre. 
Most people bring items like garden 
waste, paper, furniture or electricals 
which are all still free to dispose of at 
our sites. 
It’s always best to check before you 
travel though. 

For full details and price list visit www.buckscc.gov.uk/waste 
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This year’s enchanting family pantomime at 
Aylesbury Waterside Theatre is Beauty & the 
Beast! Starring soap star Danny Walters alongside 
the return of panto dream team Andy Collins and 
La Voix playing the loveable duo Louis and Polly 
Pot et Pan, this sparkling fairy tale promises fun 
for all the family with traditional panto slapstick 
alongside stunning sets, dazzling costumes and an 
action-packed adventure in a cursed castle under 
the spell of an evil enchantress.

Can Belle see beyond the Beast and fall in 
love with her captor? Will the Beast’s heart 
be melted by Belle’s beauty? Find out in this 
winter’s must-see pantomime adventure!

To be in with the chance of winning a family ticket 
(2 x adults, 2 x children) for the 7pm show on 
Tuesday 10 December, simply count the Christmas 
presents that are hidden throughout this magazine.

Email your answer (along with your name 
and phone number) to: communications@
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk. Alternatively, 
post your answer with contact details 
to: Beauty & the Beast Competition, 
Communications & Marketing, 
AVDC, The Gateway, Gatehouse 
Road, Aylesbury, HP19 8FF.

Closing date is Saturday 30 
November. Good luck!

Win tickets to see 
Beauty & the Beast!
Win tickets to see 
Beauty & the Beast!

WIN!



  
BOX OFFICE 0844 871 7607*  
atgtickets.com/aylesbury*

*Booking fees apply. Calls cost up to 7p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge.

MUST–SEE THEATRE... ON YOUR DOORSTEP!

‘THE PRE-CHRISTMAS MIRACLE OF
MIRTH AND YOUTHFUL HOPE 

MOST FAMILIES ARE LOOKING FOR’
TELEGRAPH

TELEGRAPH  I  THE TIMES

WHATSONSTAGE  I  BIRMINGHAM MAIL  I  WHAT’S ON BIRMINGHAM  I  MUSICAL THEATRE REVIEW

WED 6 – SUN 10 NOV 2019

An Enchanting
Family Pantomime!

FRI 6 DEC 2019 – SUN 5 JAN 2020 TUE 11 – SAT 15 FEB 2020

The Aylesbury

MIND BODY SPIRIT 
WELLBEING CHRISTMAS SHOW

Saturday 30th November 2019 - 11am - 5pm 
Entrance £4

Stoke Mandeville Stadium, Guttman Centre HP21 9PP

SPIRITUALITY, SELF-HELP, WELLBEING, HEALING,  
MINDFULNESS, HEALTHY LIVING, HOLISTIC AND ALTERNATIVE 

THERAPIES , PSYCHICS + MEDIUMS, HEALTHY EATING,  
MOVEMENT & DANCE, MASSAGE, CRYSTALS, ART,  

CRAFTS AND OTHER SPIRITUAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS

www.facebook.com/deerspiritevents

www.potterpaws.co.uk
07870 631580

Training is for Life,
not just for puppies

Canine Adventure specialist
Puppy & Dog Training
Pet First Aid courses



REGULAR
Every Tuesday: Aylesbury Vintage & Craft Market, 
Market Square, Aylesbury, 9am-2pm. Unique items 
from handmade jewellery and gifts to antique home 
furnishings. visitaylesbury.co.uk/event/vintage-craft-
bazaar

Every Friday: ‘Foodie Friday’, Market Square, 
Aylesbury, 9am-4pm. Ditch your homemade 
sandwiches and grab some wonderful, international 
food! visitaylesbury.co.uk/event/foodie-Friday

First Sunday of every month: Winslow Farmers 
Market, Winslow, 10am-1.30pm. Fresh produce 
from the best local growers and producers. 
winslowtowncouncil.gov.uk

NOVEMBER
7 Nov: Town Mayor’s Remembrance Service, St 
Mary’s Church, Aylesbury, 7-8pm. Seated for 6.45pm. 
aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk

9 Nov: Art & Craft Fair, Queens Park Arts Centre 
& Limelight Theatre, Aylesbury. Returning for its 
sixteenth consecutive year. Enjoy family activities and a 
chance to visit Santa in his grotto. qpc.org

10 Nov: Remembrance Sunday in Aylesbury, Market 
Square, 11am. aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/events

14 Nov: Aylesbury Christmas 
Lights Switch On, Market 
Square, Aylesbury, 5.30-8pm.  
Funfair, spectacular fireworks,  
street food and live acts.  
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/events

16 Nov: Christmas Market, Ivinghoe Church & Town 
Hall, 11am. Lots of festive stalls, and of course, Father 
Christmas himself will be joining the fun! ivinghoepc.org.uk

16 Nov-5 Jan: Christmas at Waddesdon. Explore a dazzling 
array of light installations, both inside and outdoors. Includes 
baubles at the stables, aviary garden light trail and the 
renowned Christmas Fair. waddesdon.org.uk

What’s on?
There’s so much going on in the Vale this 
winter - so use our ‘cut out and keep’ 
What’s On guide to make sure you don’t 
miss out!
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23 Nov: Pace Christmas Gift Fair, AVDC’s Gateway 
Offices, Aylesbury, 11am-3pm. Beautiful selection of gifts 
in aid of the children’s charity, Pace. thepacecentre.org

24 Nov: Santa’s Sunday, Market Square, Aylesbury, 
10.45am-3pm. Fantastically festive parade with local 
organisations and businesses, with activities in Market 
Square and a fun fair afterwards.  
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/events

30 Nov: Aylesbury Festival Choir, Aylesbury 
Methodist Church, 7.30-9.30pm. Performances of 
Choral Classics including works by Fauré, Parry and 
Bruckner. Come to hear a specially commissioned work 
by the Music Director and enjoy the chance to sing the 
Hallelujah Chorus. aylesburyfestivalchoir.net

30 Nov: Christmas Lights Switch On, The Old Gaol, 
Buckingham, 6.30-8.30pm. Includes carols round  
the tree and a Christmas Artisan Market.  
buckingham-tc.gov.uk

30 Nov: The Aylesbury Mind, Body, Spirit, 
Wellbeing Christmas Show, Stoke Mandeville 
Stadium Guttman Centre, Aylesbury, 11am-5pm. Free 
talks, demos and workshops including spiritual 
Christmas gifts. Deer Spirit Events,  
facebook.com/juliefennreikitraining

DECEMBER
1 Dec: Christmas Craft & Gift Fair, Market 
Square, Aylesbury, 11am-3pm. Get in the 
festive spirit with handcrafted Christmas gifts 
from over 80 stalls! The largest free event 
open to the public in Buckinghamshire in 
December. aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/events 

1 Dec: Town Mayor’s Carol Service, St Mary’s 
Church, Aylesbury, 5.30-6.30pm. Seated by 5.20pm. 
aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk

1 & 21 Dec: Haddenham and Wendover 
Santa Dashes, Haddenham & Wendover, 
registration from 10am and dash at 
11am. Brought to you by Florrie Bear with 
the Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity! 
fnhospice.org.uk/events/santa-dashes/ 

6–29 Dec: The Snow Queen, Queens Park Arts Centre 
& Limelight Theatre, Aylesbury, matinee and evening 
performances. Produced by Queens Park’s in-house 
production company Unbound, prepare for a traditional 
family pantomime with lots of laughs. qpc.org

6 Dec-5 Jan: Beauty & the Beast, Waterside Theatre, 
Aylesbury, matinee and evening performances. 
Starring Eastenders actor Danny Walters as the Beast. 
atgtickets.com

7 Dec: Tingewick Christmas Tree Lighting, Main 
Street, 5-7pm. Carolling and music followed by 
mince pies and mulled wine. The winner of the Annual 
Photography Competition will also be announced! 
tingewickparishcouncil.org.uk

7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22 Dec: The Panto Express with 
Father Christmas, Buckinghamshire Railway Centre, 
Quainton, 10am-14.55pm. Steam trains, Father 
Christmas and festive pantomime ‘A Polar Adventure’ 
which is new and exclusive for this year!  
bucksrailcentre.org

8 Dec: Festive Family Fun, Market Square & Friars 
Square, Aylesbury, 11am-4pm. It’s going to be a 
“Blockbuster” event with festive fun themed around 
Frozen and Star Wars. aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk

8 Dec: The Wing Singers, afternoon and evening 
Carol Concerts, Wing Village Hall, 4-5pm & 7-8pm. 
thewingsingers.org.uk

8 Dec: Carolfest, St Mary’s Church, Aylesbury, 
6-7pm. Come and join in the festive carol 
singing in a relaxed family-friendly atmosphere. 
aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk

12 Dec: Aylesbury Festival Choir Carol Concert, 
Bedgrove Junior School, Aylesbury, 7-9pm. 
Traditional Christmas Carols with drinks & mince pies. 
aylesburyfestivalchoir.net

14 Dec: 12 Days of Christmas Science Show, Bucks 
County Museum, Aylesbury. Bring the children to 
this amazing Christmas science show with festive 
experiments that include dry ice, bubbling potions, 
flashes and bangs. Brilliant friends from Bright Sparks 
Science have come up with a scientific twist on the 12 
days of Christmas carol. buckscountymuseum.org

14 Dec: Haddenham Winterfest, Village Hall, Banks 
Park, Haddenham, 12-6pm. Real ale festival with live 
music and festive food. Look out for the famous Gin 
Fusion Bar! haddenham-beer-festival.co.uk

FEBRUARY
17-21 Feb: Children’s Holiday Workshop, Queens Park 
Arts Centre, Aylesbury. . A wide range of arts & crafts 
activities to keep the young ones occupied. Workshops 
suitable for ages 7+, check the website as some activities 
vary. qpc.org

18 • what’s on?

For more information regarding Aylesbury 
town centre events, please head over to 

visitaylesbury.co.uk

©Derek Pelling
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Marsh Gibbon is the most westerly parish 
in Aylesbury Vale, about four miles from 
Bicester and just north of the A41. It’s home 
to about a thousand people and several 
businesses.

With a thousand years of history behind it, Marsh 
Gibbon is now looking forward to new development 
as three sites are approved for new housing, totalling 
about 50 homes, a new shop and parking for the school.

First mentioned in the Domesday Book, its earliest 
recorded name is Merse. Later known as Mershe 
Gybbewine and Mershe-juxta-Twyford, Marsh Gibbon 
has had its present name since the 16th century.

The oldest building in the 
village, St Mary’s Church, was 
originally built in about 1240. 
Near the church is a spring 
known as Stump Well, which 
has supplied the village water 
in times gone by; and the 
remains of trenches created by 
the Parliamentary Army in 1645 
during the Civil War. 

The Ewelme Trusts own a lot of property and land in 
the village, including the Manor House. The Trusts were 
created in the 15th century by the Duke and Duchess of 
Suffolk. Sir Henry Acland – as master of Ewelme - greatly 
improved the dilapidated housing in the village in the 
middle of the 19th century.

A village full of special places

Westbury Manor, in Moat Lane, dates from the 17th 
century and once had a moat. It’s now an archaeological 
notification site. Near the A41 Aylesbury to Bicester 
Road, the River Ray and its water meadows are a 
biological notification site and Long Herdon meadow is 
a Site of Special Scientific Interest. 

The village now also has a United Reformed Church 
and the Highway Church meets at the Village Hall. 
The Church of England school teaches children from 
Reception to Year 6 and has a very good reputation.

Older members of the community are involved in the 
‘Old Folks Fund’, which organises social events and a 
Christmas gift for all members. A group of walkers meet 
regularly on Mondays for a ‘constitutional’.

There are just two pubs left 
– The Plough dating from 
the 16th century, which is 
also the Post Office, and The 
Greyhound from the 17th 
century, which has a Thai 
restaurant. The Greyhound 
Club’s members still celebrate 
Oak Apple Day, 29 May, with a 
feast and procession through 
the village, with a visiting fair. It 
was founded in 1788 by village bell ringers.

A hub for community events, sports  
and recreation

The Village Hall is the centre 
of social life with many clubs 
and societies meeting there, 
managed by a Committee 
formed of the user groups. 
It’s home to the Horticultural 
Society’s spring and autumn 
shows, as well the Scout 
Group, Pre-school, Junior 
Youth Club and several clubs 
like bowls and badminton. Nearby is the 
young children’s play area, an all-weather pitch, exercise 
equipment including a zip wire, and the tennis club. The 
recreation ground is also home to thriving football and 
cricket clubs.

The central parts of the village, including Ware Pond, 
have been protected as Conservation Areas since 1980. 
In 2011, the parish council produced a Parish Plan and 
in 2015 Marsh Gibbon was among the first 50 places in 
the country to produce a Neighbourhood Development 
Plan, giving further controls over the future of the village.

A village with a fascinating past, a thriving present and 
an interesting future ahead.

St Mary’s Church

Spotlight on  
Marsh Gibbon

Spotlight on  
Marsh Gibbon

The Plough

Play Area
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Favourite attraction in the Vale?

This has to be the 
Buckinghamshire Railway 
Centre at Quainton. This 
is a fantastic place for 
kids of all ages! It’s a great 
example of living history 
and the wonderful age 
of steam on the railways. 
Not only a fascinating 

place to visit for the day – with a calendar of special 
attractions and events over the winter – there are also 
opportunities for enthusiasts to roll their sleeves up and 
get involved.

Favourite restaurant 
in the Vale?

This is a very difficult 
choice as there are so 
many places to choose 
from, but if pushed, I 
would say either The 
Black Boy at Oving: great 
food and sweeping views 
from their garden to enjoy 

with an evening pint in the summer – or the George & 
Dragon at Quainton for their home-cooked food and the 
best steak & kidney pie I have ever eaten!

Best day out in the Vale?

Without a doubt the 
Winslow Show that 
takes place each year 
on August Bank Holiday. 
It’s the result of some 
impressive voluntary work 
by the Show committee 
consisting of local 
individuals and groups 

such as Young Farmers, Scouts, Rotarians and Lions. 
There are all the usual country show attractions, including 
a horse show, livestock displays, children’s fair rides and 

entertainment, vehicle 
displays and some 70  
stalls supporting local charities. The show is very 
affordable, at only £8 for a family of four. As well as offering 
a great day out, all money raised is donated to local good 
causes and charities.

Favourite shop in  
the Vale?

The Farm Deli on the High 
Street in Winslow has to 
be my favourite shop. 
Fresh artisan bread baked 
daily on site; a great range 
of cheeses, charcuterie 
and other produce – and 
an opportunity to try out 
much of what they sell in their intimate café.

Favourite reflection on life in the Vale?

The real sense of community. It’s particularly strong in 
Winslow with lots of willing volunteers running groups 
and organising different activities. But I don’t think we’re 
unique – this is reflected in many areas across the Vale. 
I’m particularly proud of my involvement with The Lions 
Club of Winslow. They organise a significant number of 
fund-raising and community events including a beer 
festival, annual fireworks display and the North Bucks 
Bike Ride. I’m also a founder member of Men in Sheds 
Winslow - a project that tackles social isolation in  
older men.

Local Loves with Colin Bradford
Colin is a long-standing resident of the Vale and very active in the community as a 
volunteer and trustee for a number of local groups including Lions Club of Winslow, 
Men in Sheds Winslow and 1st Great Horwood Scouts & Guides.

Looking for things to do 
in Aylesbury Vale?
Head over to visitaylesbury.co.uk and  
visitbuckinghamshire.org to see the fantastic 
range of places to eat, drink, shop and enjoy. 
You may want to bookmark these sites too - 
as they offer listings of the latest shows and 
events taking place in Aylesbury Vale and 
beyond.

Black Boy at Oving

Winslow Show

Buckinghamshire  
Railway Centre

Colin Bradford

The Farm Deli, WinslowThe Farm Deli, Winslow
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REGISTER YOUR INTEREST AT: www.hightownhomes.com

Details correct at time of going to press. Images are indicative only. *Based on a 50% share of the full market value. **Based on a 40% share of the full market value. 
Eligibility criteria apply. Applicants will need to have a local connection to Aylesbury Vale.

01442 292 381 
sales@hightownha.org.uk

www.hightownhomes.com
HightownHomes

MORE NEW PROPERTIES COMING SOON

The joy of 
fi nding your 
NEW HOME

Fantastic shared ownership properties in

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

Combining the charm of a rural 
lifestyle with excellent accessibility, 

Highfi eld offers 2 & 3 bedroom 
houses surrounded by open 

countryside, ideally located within 
the beautifull village of Wingrave.

2 bedroom homes located on the 
outskirts of this quintessential English 
village, private garden and 2 allocated 

parking spaces. A journey time to 
London Marylebone taking around 

35 minutes from Haddenham station.

2 bedroom homes situated close to the 
Grand Union Canal and within walking 

distance. Excellent transport links 
that take you to London Marylebone 

in under a hour.

PRICES FROM £145,000* PRICES FROM £130,000** PRICES FROM £132,500*

HIGHFIELD
BALDWAYS CLOSE, WINGRAVE, 

HP22 4PB

ASPEN PARK
HADDENHAM, 

HP17 8SB

KINGFISHER PLACE
TRING ROAD, AYLESBURY, 

HP20 1PQ
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