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Making the most of
Aylesbury’s markets
It was in 1554 that a charter for a market in Aylesbury was first
granted and more than 460 years later, the buzz of traders
bantering with customers on Market Square is still a major
feature of the town. But things have definitely moved on. There
are now three different weekly markets – on Tuesdays you can
find the Vintage and Craft Bazaar, Wednesdays and Saturdays are
general market days and Foodie Fridays are the latest addition.

So what brings market traders to Aylesbury?
Well an award-winning approach helps! AVDC’s Town
Centre Manager Diana Fawcett and her team took
over the running of the markets three years ago and
last year were recognised as the ‘Best Small Market
Team’ by the National Association of British Market
Authorities. Diana is committed to making the market
work: “It’s aspirational, bringing you things you can’t get
elsewhere. We’re really proud of where we’ve got to.”

Traders Pat & Lisa

Some of the traders have been
with Aylesbury Market for many
years. Pat Staple has had a
stall for two decades. She now
runs Trend and Tradition every
Tuesday, with her daughter
Lisa, selling antique jewellery

and ornaments, as well as
contemporary pieces. Nigel
Garbutt, meanwhile, sells bags
and luggage and has been
trading since the 1980s – he
says after all this time, it’s still
good fun.

What’s the appeal for
customers?

Trader Nigel in the 80s

Nigel today

A diverse range of products is
probably the biggest selling point. On Foodie Fridays one
trader travels all the way from the Isle of Wight bringing
their own produce including
tomatoes, garlic and mushrooms.
Gyoza Japan offers sushi and
Japanese food that’s handmade
on site. And Divine Meals have
Afro-Caribbean delicacies.

The Vintage and Craft Bazaar is good for everything
retro, but is also ideal for entrepreneurs wanting to give
a home-made product a trial with customers. There’s
even the flexibility to just take a stand between 10am2pm, for parents doing the school run.
The markets are constantly evolving and offer special
events throughout the year, including Christmas, as well
as for niche groups like book lovers.
Sarah Allen from Hemel Hempstead visits the market
every week with her mum,
Market customers,
Marie. She says: “We love
Sarah, Marie & Andy
looking around and mum
often buys plants. There’s a
nice atmosphere when you
have a market in a town.
When it went in Hemel we
lost that community spirit.”
David Stott from Aylesbury
regularly raids the Tuesday
CD stand: “It gets all the
music that I can’t get
elsewhere. I’d like to see the markets even
bigger again.”
Many English towns have lost their way over recent
years and no longer have a thriving market at their
heart, but Aylesbury isn’t one of them. Market Manager
Paul Kirkham sums up the ethos that ensures the town
retains its vibrant, market culture: “It’s about bringing
the traders with you, building relationships and working
together to give the customers what they want.”

To find out more about taking a stand in
Aylesbury Market go to:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/markets or call
01296 585880.
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Welcome to the latest edition of the Aylesbury Vale Times. It’s packed
with all the news from AVDC, plus a cut out and keep What’s on guide,
so you won’t find yourself at a loss for something to do over the next
few months. We also have a special focus on Aylesbury this time. The
county town of Bucks is undergoing a big regeneration programme
currently and we thought it would be good to share all the great things
on offer. Our cover celebrates Aylesbury’s rich music heritage, with
Bowie at the Friars club in 1972, on the night he premiered The Rise and
Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from Mars. Enjoy your summer!

Let’s get kick off this issue with some AVDC numbercrunching, here’s some of our latest stats:

88%

£16 million

That’s the number of major planning
applications that are processed on
time by AVDC against a
government
target of 50%.
Our planning
performance is
one of the best
in the country.

is the amount saved by AVDC over the last seven
years to counteract government cuts. Our digital
strategy ‘Connected Knowledge’ has helped
us achieve this, find out more on page six.

6,000

219

That’s the latest number of followers
we have on Twitter, you can find us
@aylesburyvale and we’re also on
Facebook, join us at
www.facebook.com/aylesburyvale

new affordable homes were completed
across the Vale during 2016/17 –
helping people to rent or buy a home
of their own.

Advertise with us
To find out more about how we could help your company or
organisation, please email cperkins@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Aylesbury Vale Times is a publication from Aylesbury Vale
District Council. It is printed on environmentally friendly
paper; please recycle after reading.
If you’d like a free copy of this magazine in large print,
or on CD, call 01296 585861.
Front cover: David Bowie appearing at Friars Aylesbury on
29 January 1972, courtesy of www.aylesburyfriars.co.uk

01296 585858 (main switchboard)
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
The editor: 01296 585861
or cperkins@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
This edition of Aylesbury Vale Times
costs around 13p per copy.*

External advertising in the magazine does not imply an endorsement or
promotion of the advertisement, nor its content, products or services by
Aylesbury Vale District Council.

The views expressed by individuals in Aylesbury Vale Times are not
necessarily the views of Aylesbury Vale District Council. Every effort is made
to ensure that all information is accurate at the time of going to press.

Some stock images are used in the production of this magazine to
help illustrate an article, this is in part to ensure costs are kept to
a minimum. *Copy price may vary slightly per issue, depending on
advertising revenue and postage costs.
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Aylesbury – the transformation town
If you live in Aylesbury, or are a regular visitor, you can’t have failed to have noticed
that the town centre is going through a major regeneration process. A multi-million
pound improvement programme has seen it undergo significant changes in recent
years. From the Waterside Theatre and canal basin development, to the great new
shopping opportunities, the makeover is giving the town a new identity that will be
further enhanced through the recently granted garden town
status (see page seven for more).
The town’s location means it’s accessible to around a quarter of a million people
who live within a 20 minute drive. And with Aylesbury Vale set to experience major
housing growth in the next fifteen years, this county town of Buckinghamshire will
become even more of a local hub. The key is to ensure it continues to thrive and
prosper as it caters to the needs of the Vale’s expanding population.
A vision for the future of Aylesbury was set out in the Town
Centre Plan, which was drawn up in 2014. It was developed
by AVDC in conjunction with Aylesbury Town Council and
Buckinghamshire County Council, supported by a range of
partners from the public and private sector. It sets out a
framework to help rejuvenate the town centre and encourage job growth, while drawing
on the history and heritage that make Aylesbury unique.

OUR AIM IS FOR AYLESBURY TO BE:
• A centre for arts and entertainment
• A modern market town which is attractive, safe, sustainable and accessible
• A great place for leisure, shopping and dining out – by day and night

Making progress
Progress on the plan has already been considerable. It has included the opening of the new University
Campus Aylesbury Vale in 2015, as part of the regeneration of the Canal Basin area, alongside the new
Waitrose and Travelodge and the Waterside Theatre, which opened in 2010.
We’re working closely with Bucks County Council, to ensure that as Aylesbury develops, a suitable
transport infrastructure is in place to meet its needs. The Fare4All team, in partnership with the Taxi
Association and Bucks Disability Service, has made it easier for people with disabilities to use taxis in
the town.

Artist’s impression of ‘The Exchange’

There are more pedestrianised
areas in the town centre,
along with new shopping
opportunities. And work is well
underway on The Exchange the exciting new development
opposite the cinema, providing
a mix of town centre living,
dining and new public space.
There’s lots more still to be
done though and over the
next few years Aylesbury will
continue to evolve.

Find out more at www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/aylesbury-town-centre-plan
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Cultural hotspot!
From an arts point of view, Aylesbury is already on the
map and was named as one of the top 20 ‘best cultural
places to live’ by the Sunday Times this year. The town has
a rich music heritage, largely thanks to the legacy of the
Friars Club era of the 60s and 70s. It was the venue where
David Bowie launched his Ziggy Stardust persona in 1972
and next year will see the unveiling of a Bowie statue for
Aylesbury, which is expected to be a big attraction.

Design for the David Bowie statue,
due to be unveiled next year

The Waterside Theatre has shows direct from the West End,
while Queens Park Arts Centre brings a more diverse cultural
experience. With the Bucks County Museum and its Roald Dahl
Gallery, a well as the recent Whizzfizzing festival celebrating
children’s literature, there really is something for all ages and tastes.

To find out about the many events going on in Aylesbury Town Centre all year round,
check out www.visitaylesbury.co.uk

Business boom
The regeneration of Aylesbury has brought a host of
new businesses, which have brought an added vibrancy
to the town. One of these is the Archway Beauty Clinic
and Salon which opened at the end of last year, under
Aylesbury’s arches, appropriately. The clinic can be found
in the unique environment of the old Georgian jail, where
prisoners would be held underneath the Crown Court.
It has been beautifully and sympathetically restored,
so that many of the old features have been retained
and the old cells have the original prison doors from
Aylesbury’s old Police Station.

Owner Ben Moult, who grew up in Aylesbury told us:
“After viewing The Archway I loved the uniqueness of
the building and the potential it had, the history of
the building adds to the feel you get when visiting. It’s
nice to be different from other clinics in the area.”

WIN, WIN, WIN!

Under what building do you find the
Archway Beauty Clinic and Salon?

The Archway team are offering a fantastic prize to
one lucky reader, to help them get set for summer.
You could win a complete makeover including:
•

Express Manicure or Pedicure

•

30 min Back Massage

•

Bikini & Full Leg Wax

•

Blowdry

•

Eyebrow Wax

If you’re a gent, the package can be specially
tailored to offer you a slightly different
combination of treatments. All you have to do to
enter is answer the following question:

a) The Gateway

WIN

!

b) The Crown Court
c) Friars Square
Email your answer by 28 July to:
communications@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
with your name and phone number, or send
the answer, with your full contact details to:
Archway Salon Competition, Communications
& Marketing, AVDC, The Gateway, Gatehouse
Road, Aylesbury HP19 8FF. Good luck! (Terms &
conditions apply).
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Embracing the digital world
We live in a digital world and, at AVDC, we believe this offers huge potential benefits for our residents,
communities and businesses. We’ve been recognised nationally for our pioneering work in this area which
we believe can make things easier for you - as well as saving money in the process.
AVDC’s Digital Programme Director, Maryvonne Hassall
tells us more:
“It’s about being where our customers are and that’s
rarely in a 9 – 5 world. People now expect to be able to
run their lives online at their convenience.

When it comes to customer contact, we’re striving to
deliver what people need, when they need it. Another
exciting AI development we’re working on is the use of
an ‘assisted agent’ which will help answer enquiries that
come to us via webchat and email. The system scans
enquiries and suggests the best answer, having learned
this from a collection of similar past enquiries, meaning
the potential for rapid replies 24/7.
This is not a one-size fits all approach. It’s about
understanding who our residents are and what they
need. If we can help most people online, that gives our
customer service teams more time to assist those who
are unable to access the internet.”

Voice powered technology with Amazon Echo’s Alexa

As the first council to trial artificial intelligence (AI)
with Amazon Echo’s ‘Alexa’, we’re confident that, in
not too distant future, some of our services will be
accessed through voice recognition. It’ll mean greater
convenience for everyone and an improved quality of life
for those with accessibility issues. We’re now working
on implementing this and look forward to keeping you
updated.

Digital success:
• Our digital transformation work, known at AVDC as
‘Connected Knowledge’, has helped us make £16 million
of savings from our budget over the last seven years.
• More than 37,000 residents now have a ‘MyAccount’,
enabling them to access services, such as bin
collections, at their own convenience.
• Our webchat service has helped thousands of
residents and saved us around £35,000.

Keep checking our website, for updates on these
exciting developments. To sign up to MyAccount go
to www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/myaccount

Unitary bid
Earlier this year Buckinghamshire’s four district council
leaders met with the Secretary of State for Communities
and Local Government, Sajid Javid, to discuss our
joint proposal to create two new unitary councils to run
all services in Bucks, alongside Milton Keynes - one in
Aylesbury Vale and one in the south of the county. These
would replace the confusing county and district council
system, providing a single point of contact in each area
and saving almost £58 million over a five-year period.
There are many advantages to our unitary bid, which we
believe puts the Vale’s residents and businesses first.

As yet we have not received a decision on
the bid. For the latest updates go to
www.modernisingbucks.org

Aylesbury
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Garden Town Status
We’ve been working hard behind the scenes to make the most of Aylesbury’s new
garden town status. It allows us to unlock funding and support from central government
and other organisations, giving us a unique opportunity to make Aylesbury and the
surrounding area a greener, more connected and vibrant place to live, work and visit.
Our first steps have been to bring everyone
responsible for the development of the local
area together and form a partnership to make
the most of Aylesbury’s garden town status. The
group includes AVDC, Bucks County Council,
two Local Enterprise Partnerships (South East
Midlands and Buckinghamshire Thames Valley) and
Buckinghamshire Advantage.
Acting in close partnership allows us to plan more
effectively to ensure that as the area grows, we’re
including the right things to help it thrive. Alongside
homes, we’ll make sure roads and transport,
quality green spaces, community facilities and job
opportunities are all in place.

We’ll soon be revealing the new dedicated
Aylesbury Garden Town website, but until then,
visit www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/garden-town
for all the latest news and information. Here
you can:
•

Find out what Aylesbury Garden Town
is all about

•

Learn more about what we’ve been doing
and what our next steps are

•

Register your interest in receiving updates
and sharing your views

We’ll be asking for your feedback in the autumn
to help us prepare a draft masterplan for the
garden town and surrounding area. In the
meantime, look out for updates on our website.

HS2 news
Since our last edition, the HS2 Bill has received Royal Assent.
Although the high-speed rail link now has government go
ahead for construction to get started, AVDC will be continuing
to seek the best mitigation for those communities affected by
it and to look for ways in which the Vale can benefit.
HS2’s community engagement team has given us an update on
what happens next:
•

The majority of construction for HS2 will not start until early 2019.
This will be done by a contractor on HS2’s behalf, who will be
appointed this summer. One of their targets is to look at ways
to reduce the impact on communities along the route.

•

HS2 has appointed ‘Fusion JV’ (a joint venture between several
companies) to start enabling works on its behalf this summer,
creating new habitats for animals such as newts and bats, as well
as carrying out other environmental work such as archaeology
surveys and tree planting. They will also be responsible
for some work in preparation for construction to start,
such as building the new road in Stoke Mandeville.
For the latest information on HS2 go to
www.gov.uk/hs2

Funding available for
communities affected
by HS2
Two funds are available to local
communities to help with the disruption
caused by the construction of Phase
One of HS2. The Community and
Environment Fund will support projects
that will bring a lasting benefit to
communities along the route. It’s
open to not-for-profit groups and
organisations in the voluntary and
community sector. In addition, the
Business and Local Economy Fund
has been devised to support local
economies that are disrupted.

Find out more about both funds at
www.groundwork.org.uk/sites/
hs2funds
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The Vale venue that has
entertainment down to a fine art!
When The Sunday Times chose Aylesbury as one of the top 20 best cultural
places to live in the UK earlier this year, Queens Park Arts Centre – the
largest independent arts centre in the UK – received a special mention.
Welcoming more than 50,000 people every year, Queens Park has become a vital
community resource since opening in 1980. At its heart is a roster of over 70 weekly
drop-in, pay-as-you-go workshops, spanning diverse artistic disciplines such as
pottery, painting & drawing, needlecraft, woodwork, drama, dance, music - and more!
Queens Park is also home to the Limelight Theatre, an intimate 120-seater venue
hosting an eclectic mix of live music, theatre and comedy, as well as the hugelypopular Queens Park Pantomime. In the gallery spaces, the Centre hosts exhibitions
and special events.
The ethos of Queens Park is ‘arts for all’. Anyone can take part regardless of previous
experience. Recently it expanded its community work through the WanderHouse
Outreach Project, a mobile arts and crafts resource.
Sarah Lewis, the Centre’s Artistic Director, said: “What makes Queens Park
so unique is the fact that it allows so many people in our local community to be
creative on their own terms. It’s such a warm and supportive place – people aren’t
judged by what they create, they’re celebrated for the fact that they are creative.”

Find out more by visiting www.qpc.org or call 01296 424332.
And find out how Vale Lottery is helping QPC on page 11.

Expand those brain cells!
University Campus Aylesbury
Vale has been operating for 18
months and now has more than
300 students on programmes
delivered by Buckinghamshire
New University and Aylesbury
College. Chief Executive, Ian
Harper tells us what’s on offer:
“At University Campus Aylesbury Vale our range of
programmes is diverse, covering degree subjects such
as engineering, computing and health and social care,
as well as other courses in counselling and Access to
Higher Education. The students and tutors love the
modern teaching facilities and professional working
environment.

Business is booming
From September we launch other new courses
including a business and management degree. The
campus has played host to many events including
the Bucks Skills Show with Buckinghamshire Thames
Valley Local Enterprise Partnership (BTVLEP) and we
also continue to hold a bi-monthly Breakfast Briefing

series, when academics
and lecturers from the
university or college share
their knowledge with local
businesses.
We’re pleased to say that
with support from the
Buckinghamshire Thames Valley Local Enterprise
Partnership (BTVLEP) we will be developing part of
the campus into an incubation and support centre for
new and growing businesses. The aim is that those
businesses will play a part in the educational life of the
campus, making University Campus Aylesbury Vale a
place where education and business go hand-in-hand.
Our tenant businesses will offer opportunities for
internships, undergraduate projects and apprenticeships.
We’ll also be enhancing our cyber and digital design
facilities to support our engineering programme and to
showcase technical innovations and careers for young
people in the Vale.
It’s an exciting time and we are looking forward to
seeing the campus develop.”
Follow University Campus Aylesbury Vale on
Twitter at @UniCampusAV and keep up-to-date at
www.ucav.ac.uk
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Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan - final plan ready for
public comment in November
The proposed submission of our Vale of
Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP) will be discussed
by council members in the autumn.
The plan, which will help to accommodate national
growth demand, allows for around 27,000 new homes
in the Vale by 2033 - though around half of these are
either already built or have planning permission.
This is an incredibly complex plan, which will affect
the Vale for generations to come and getting it right
is our priority. The proposed submission plan will
now be considered on:
•

Tuesday 26 September
- VALP Scrutiny Committee

•

Tuesday 10 October - Cabinet

Cabinet’s recommendations will then be considered on:
•

Wednesday 18 October - Council*

You can come along and hear your councillors
discussing the local plan, (*or watch the council meeting
live online www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/webcasts).
All meetings start at 6.30pm and are held at The
Gateway, Gatehouse Road in Aylesbury.
If agreed by council, the proposed submission plan will
be published for public comment early in November.

There have been a number of big changes
to the plan since the draft version was
published last year. These include:
• The total number of houses we now need
to plan for has reduced significantly
following new household and population
projections, published last year.
• As a result of a reduction in our housing
figures, we will be reconsidering whether
a new settlement is needed for this plan,
or not.
• We have moved away from the
proposed percentage approach when
allocating new housing to settlements
and instead are looking at an approach
based on whether a settlement has the
capacity to accept further development.
These changes are detailed in the VALP
Scrutiny Committee minutes, December 2016.

Check out our website, which will be
kept up-to-date with any changes:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/VALP

We’re going on the road again!
Last summer we went out and about across the Vale to talk to
local residents about the exciting things we are doing.
More than 35,000 people attended the events we visited and we spent
around 56 hours talking to residents! And this year we’re pleased to say
we’re doing it again, so we can share the progress we’re making.
Drop by and see us at:
11 July

Aylesbury Vintage & Craft Bazaar

14 August

Play Around the Parishes, Buckingham

22 July

Community & Emergency
Services Day, Quainton

19 August

Wendover Market

23 August

Play Around the Parishes, Stone

2 August

Play in the Park, Vale Park, Aylesbury
31 August

County Show, Weedon Park, Weedon

4 August

Play Around the Parishes,
Winslow Big Society

2 Sept

Stoke Hammond Show

9 August

Play Around the Parishes, Stewkley

12 Sept

Buckingham Market

For more information visit www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/roadshows

Same Day
Skip Hire
Embracing
Zero Landfill
providing skips in your area since 1997

01296 651678
Licensed by the Environment Agency • Registered Waste Carrier

www.bucksrecycling.co.uk



SHOP NOW OPEN
Aquarium, Pond & Pet Supplies

10% OFF
•
•
•
•
•

Fish Tanks
Fish Livestock
Coldwater & Tropical
Pond Supplies
RO Water

•
•
•
•
•

IN STORE WHEN YOU
PRESENT THIS ADVERT

Fish Food
Pumps & Filters
Water Treatments
Aquatic Plants
Reptile Goods

•
•
•
•
•

Cat Food
Dog Food
Wet, Dry & Raw
Bird Feed
Pet Toys

WIDE RANGE OF EQUIPMENT AND ACCESSORIES

COME AND SEE US IN THE GREENHOUSE

Follow us on Social Media or visit our Website

www.realaquatics.co.uk Tel: 01844 216555
Real Aquatics at Hartwell Nurseries, Ford Road, Stone, Nr. Aylesbury HP17 8RZ
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Vale Lottery – dozens of
schools get the ball rolling!
We’re thrilled to say that there are now more
than 30 schools among the 150 local good causes
benefitting from our online community lottery.
Following an information evening we held in April, we’ve
had sign-ups from nurseries, preschools, junior schools
and secondaries, from across the district. It’s great to
have so many fantastic local groups involved and wish
them all the best with building those ticket sales!
We’d also like to wish Wycombe District Council luck
with Wycombe Lotto. They’re one of a number of
councils we’ve helped to set up their own lottery. It’s
all about keeping it local!
If you want to sign a group up to Vale Lottery or start
playing to help your local community, please visit
valelottery.co.uk
Remember, 60 pence from every £1 ticket goes to
local good causes!

How Vale Lottery is helping…
With more than £75,000 raised since it started,
Vale Lottery is making a real difference to the Vale’s
communities. Here’s an update on how some of our
causes are getting on:

Great Brickhill Cricket Club
• 111 tickets sold each week
• £3,645 raised so far
• Vale Lottery has meant new
equipment – nets, covers and junior cricket supplies,
junior coaching, bats and balls
Brill Sports and Social Club
• 41 tickets sold each week
• £1,821 raised so far
• Vale Lottery cash has been invested in club premises
and equipment
Carers Bucks
• 57 tickets sold weekly
• £1,804 raised so far
• Funds will be spent on
running a new support group
Queens Park Arts Centre
• 44 tickets sold each week
• £1,510 raised so far
• Revenue goes towards running costs, helping to
support the 70 weekly art and crafts workshops, as
well as affordable music and drama performances

Come out to play with AVDC
Our popular Play events across the Vale are happening again this summer. Bring family and friends along
for some fun in the sun with Play Around the Parishes, running from 24 July to 25 August. Along with your
local parishes, we’re providing a series of fun play, sports and arts activities for children aged 1-11. Check
local sessions near you at www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/patp

And Play in the Park returns for 2017!
On Wednesday 2 August the play day extravaganza
once again takes over Vale Park, Aylesbury, from
11am-4pm. This fun-filled event is aimed at children
under the age of 12 and offers a fantastic range of
activities to keep the kids entertained.

See them scale the climbing wall, hone their skills
on the Umbanda drums, or tackle the bouncy
castles. Let their creative side run free in the arts
and crafts tent and watch them learn a trick or two
in the skate park. Or if that’s all too much, simply
relax with a picnic and soak up the atmosphere.

Entry is free along with a number of activities, but some will be priced from £1 - £3.
For more details see www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/pitp
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How to spot an abandoned vehicle
500 cars were reported to us in 2016, but only 20% were actually abandoned. So, it’s important to
understand when to report a vehicle as abandoned. Here are some useful pointers:
• Firstly, if you think you’ve discovered an abandoned vehicle, please check if it’s taxed at
www.gov.uk/check-vehicle-tax
• If the vehicle is out of tax, has remained stationary for a long time, has flat tyres, has been vandalised,
contains waste, or is burnt out, then it is likely to have been abandoned and can be reported to us at
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/abandoned-vehicle
• If the vehicle is causing an obstruction, it must be reported to Thames Valley Police at
www.thamesvalley.police.uk
Abandoning a vehicle is against the law and could incur a fine of £2000, plus any car tax that’s owed.

Dog Waste
If you’ve got a dog, dealing with their waste often seems like a bit of a messy
business – but did you know that it can simply be placed inside a bag in the
green lidded rubbish bin, which is emptied each fortnight? It doesn’t have to be
disposed of in the public dog waste bins.
If you do use a public dog waste bin, these are emptied on a weekly basis.
If you notice one that’s damaged or full please contact us using the online
report it form www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/general-reports
It’s a dog owner’s responsibility to clear up after their dog if it fouls in a public
area and failing to do so can be costly, with a fine of up to £1000.

Garden Waste
Our garden waste collection service
runs between February and November
with fortnightly Monday collections.
The service costs £40 a year which can
be paid by direct debit.
Sign up at
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/garden
Garden waste collection for the summer Bank Holiday
Normally your garden waste is collected on a
Monday, but on 28 August, the Bank Holiday, it will
be delayed until Saturday 2 September.

We Are National
Refuse Champions!
Last month, after some fierce competition in
Weston-super-Mare, our AVDC team stormed
the National Waste Championships to bring
home the trophy to the Vale. They triumphed
against 17 other teams from across the UK
private and public waste management sector.
The team had to complete a challenging
course in their refuse truck and after a number
of rounds, won by an
overall 10 seconds!
Well done to driver,
Ed Bolton and loaders,
Dan Fox, Ashton
Lawler, Dan Bromwich
and Tiago Cardoso.
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Helping to prevent homelessness in the Vale
Connection Support is a local charity delivering a new, free and confidential
resilience service across Bucks to help tackle homelessness. If you, or someone you
know, could be at risk of losing your home, a dedicated team can help you keep your
property and provide you with practical ways to prevent you from becoming homeless
in the future.

Support

It’s said that prevention is better than cure and the service works on the basis that early intervention can stop people
getting to crisis point. It is open to all. Maybe you are struggling to pay the rent or keep up-to-date with mortgage
payments, perhaps due to a reduction in income caused by events such as illness, recent bereavement, family
breakdown, drug or alcohol problems, or issues with your landlord.
You will first be assigned a support worker, who will provide tailored support. They
could advocate on your behalf with your debtors or landlord, work out a monthly home
budget, support you to source cheaper utility tariffs, or help you to access the correct
benefits. If you need further assistance with health issues, Connection Support will also
introduce you to their network of other agencies.
The service has been commissioned by a consortium of all four district councils in Bucks
(Aylesbury Vale, Chiltern, South Bucks and Wycombe), along with Buckinghamshire
County Council. It’s funded by the government’s Trailblazer programme.

How to access help:
Contact Connection Support in Aylesbury on 01296 484322 or email resilience@connectionsupport.org.uk
in complete confidence. You can find out more about the service on www.connectionsupport.org.uk

Calling voluntary and
community sector organisations
– do

you need a boost?

Are you a not-for-profit organisation that provides
services in Aylesbury Vale for older people, people
with disabilities, or that supports the emotional
and mental wellbeing of vulnerable and at risk
young people? And does your organisation have a
management committee, formal constitution, or
set of rules and a bank account requiring at least two
signatories?
If you have answered “Yes” to these questions, you
may be eligible to receive a one-year revenue project
grant from the council’s voluntary and community
sector grant fund. It will be open for applications
from July until the end of September, for funding from
April 2018. Please note that this funding doesn’t
support capital projects.
For more information, please visit the AVDC website
at: www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/fundingboost
or email the Grants Officer, Jan Roffe,
at jroffe@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

General Election
results for the Vale
In the General Election last month, David
Lidington retained his seat for Aylesbury. The
breakdown of the results were Conservatives,
32,313; Labour, 17,657; Lib Dems, 5,660, UKIP,
1,296; Greens, 1,237, Independent, 620.
In Buckingham, John Bercow, Speaker of the
House was re-elected. The results were John
Bercow, 34,299; UKIP, 4,168; Greens, 8,574;
Independent, 5,638.
In Aylesbury the turn-out was 72.1% and
in Buckingham 68.65%, compared with a
national average of 68.7%.

MUST-SEE SHOWS AT AYLESBURY WATERSIDE THEATRE

TUE 19 - SAT 23 SEP

WED 16 - SAT 19 AUG

TUE 10 - SAT 14 OCT

TUE 31 OCT - SUN 5 NOV

MON 20 - SAT 25 NOV

BOX OFFICE 0844 871 7607*
atgtickets.com/aylesbury*
/aylesburywatersidetheatre

*

@thewaterside1

Booking fees apply. Calls cost up to 7p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge.
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Making the arts more accessible
at the Waterside
This spring, Aylesbury’s Waterside Theatre marked
Disabled Access Day by hosting their first dementia
– friendly screening in the Second Space. The
screenings seek to provide a fun and inclusive
experience to enable people living with dementia,
their families and carers to attend a screening in
a safe and welcoming environment. Lights are left
on low, there are no adverts or trailers, and the
audience are able to move around and sing along
to musical numbers, should they wish to.
Ruth Dennis attended with her mother Jean and
said: “On arrival mum was feeling slightly anxious and
agitated, as she hadn’t visited a theatre for years due to
the restrictions her illness has placed on her - and us as
a family. She quickly relaxed once the film had begun
and we sang, danced, laughed and reminisced with
her, without restriction and without judgement! Such
a wonderfully positive experience and thank you to all
involved.”
Aylesbury Waterside Theatre’s Access Champion,
Christopher Leathers said: “We are always keen to
try new things and are pleased to deliver a variety of
access performances throughout the year. We always
encourage our patrons with access needs to feedback

WIN, WIN, WIN!
Consider yourself part of the
family and enjoy Aylesbury
Waterside Theatre’s first
ever Stage Experience in
partnership with Vivo D’Arte
and funded by AVDC.

WIN

Oliver! will be brought to life
by a company of over 100
local performers, featuring
the much-loved songs, stunning
choreography and a live orchestra.
To be in with a chance of winning four tickets
to the show on Wednesday 16 August at 7pm,
simply tell us what Oliver famously asks for:
a) Noodles b) More c) Sweets
Email your answer by 28 July to:
communications@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk with
your name and phone number, or send the
answer, with your full contact details to: Oliver
Competition, Communications & Marketing,
AVDC, The Gateway, Gatehouse Road, Aylesbury,
HP19 8FF. Good luck! (Ts&Cs apply)

!

to us on our
events and
help us to
continue to
deliver a high
standard of
customer
experience.
Other access
performances confirmed
this year include an audio-described, signed and relaxed
performance of this year’s pantomime, Snow White and
the Seven Dwarfs.”
If you are interested in attending a dementiafriendly screening, the next one is Calamity Jane
on Sunday 17 September at 2pm. Tickets for the
screening are £6 per person with one free carer
included and complimentary tea and coffee served
pre-show and during the interval. To book call:
Freephone Access Customer Line 0800 912 6971,
visit the Aylesbury Waterside Theatre Box Office, or
visit www.atgtickets.com/aylesbury

Boosting broadband
coverage!
There are still parts of the Vale that don’t have
adequate broadband coverage, making sharing
information over the internet in those areas a real
challenge. Now AVDC is investing £400,000 to
extend broadband coverage to 3,400 more homes
and businesses in the Vale, as part of Connected
Counties, a joint project between local authorities,
business groups and BT. This funding comes
from a combination of the New Homes Bonus we
receive, along with a contribution from the South
East Midlands Local Enterprise Partnership.
Further funding for the Vale is also being provided
by Buckinghamshire Thames Valley Local Enterprise
Partnership, which, combined with AVDC’s
contribution is being match-funded by the government
to the value of more than two million pounds.
BT is now finalising its plans for which areas in
the Vale will receive fibre first and aims to have
all of the broadband extension for this phase
completed by the end of 2019.
To check whether you’ll be in line to receive it
go to www.connectedcounties.org

SUMMER
TENNIS CAMP 2017
Suitable for all ages from 2½ to 18 years
Week 1: Monday 24th July - Friday 28th July
Week 2: Monday 31st July - Friday 4th August
Week 3: Monday 7th August - Friday 11th August
Week 4: Monday 14th August - Friday 18th August
Week 5: Monday 21st August - Friday 25th August

A typical day at camp includes:
Learning how to play and score - lots of fun and games
Racket Skills. Practice Drills. Competitive matches...
10% Discount for siblings

NEW for 2017
25% DISCOUNT if registered to any Buckinghamshire
Leisure discount scheme (proof required)
Flexible combination of booking half days/
full days/full weeks available
New times + prices incl. afternoon snacks break
VENUE: Aylesbury Tennis & Squash Club,
Wendover Road, Aylesbury HP21 9NJ
JAMES WOODWARDS
Mobile: 07834 826130
Email: info@jwtcoaching.com
For application forms, please visit us at:

www.jwtcoaching.com
Contact Aylesbury Tennis Club:
Tel: 01296 398230

Cut out and keep
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What’s on?
This summer

There is so much going in the Vale this
summer. Don’t miss out with our cut out
and keep What’s on guide!

JULY
16 Jul, Buckingham Dog Show, 10am - 2pm, Bourton
Park. www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk
18 July, Aylesbury Vintage & Craft Market, 9am –
3pm every Tuesday, Market Square, Aylesbury.
19 July, Winslow Market, every Wednesday,
9am - 4pm.
22 Jul, Buckinghamshire Railway Centre,
Community & Emergency Services Day, Quainton.
Join local emergency services for a fun packed day.
www.bucksrailcentre.org
22 Jul, Blunderbus Presents: Dogs Don’t Do Ballet,
outdoors, 1pm, Stowe School, Buckingham.
www.artsatstowe.co.uk
22 Jul - 4 Sep, Bricks
Britannia: the history
of Britain in LEGO
bricks, Bucks County
Museum, Church
photo by Bright Bricks
Street, Aylesbury.
30 fantastic models! More than 150,000 LEGO® bricks.
www.buckscountymuseum.org
23 Jul, Picnic in the Park, Soulbury Millennium Green,
from 3pm. Bring a picnic and relax to the sounds of the
Heath Brass Band.
23 Jul, Al Fresco Open Mic, Kingsbury Square,
Aylesbury, 12 – 2.30pm, fortnightly. Turn up and play.
24 Jul – 11 Aug Children’s Craft Workshops, Queens
Park Arts Centre, Aylesbury, 10am - 3pm. Activities
include making pottery frogs and cats go clowning.
www.qpc.org

27 Jul Aylesbury
Thursdays,
Market Square,
11am – 3pm
£2.50. 4 hours of
fun activities for
kids. Every Thursday - summer holidays.
www.visitaylesbury.co.uk
25 July, Buckingham Market, every Tuesday
(and Saturday), 8am – 4pm

AUGUST
2 August, Play in the Park, Vale Park, Aylesbury,
11am – 4pm. Lots of fun activities for kids.
6 Aug, Soulbury Village Fete, 2 - 6pm. Fun for all the family
including: dog show, scarecrow hunt, stalls and games.
13 Aug, Winslow Picnic in the Park, Tomkins Park
and Arboretum, from 12pm. A family picnic with
entertainment and food stalls.
19 Aug, Wendover Local Produce Market, 9am – 1pm,
third Sat of the month.
26-27 Aug, Parklife
Weekend, 12 – 9.30pm,
Vale Park, Aylesbury.
Live music and family
entertainment.
www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk/event/parklife-weekend-2
26 Aug, Tingewick & Water Stratford Horticultural
Society Annual Show, Tingewick Village Hall,
2 - 4pm.
27 Aug, Bandjam, FREE music event Buckingham,
1 - 10pm. Local musicians and bands for a fun filled
Sunday. www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk
31 Aug, Bucks County Show, 8am - 6pm, Weedon
Park, Aylesbury Road, Buckinghamshire. Celebrating
its 150th birthday! One of the biggest agricultural shows
in the country. www.buckscountyshow.co.uk

SEPTEMBER
2 Sept, Stoke Hammond Village Show, from 1pm.
Fruit & veg, crafts, scarecrows, live bands and circus
workshops.
2 Sept, Open Day, Queens Park Arts Centre,
Aylesbury, 11.00am - 3.00pm. Try out craft activities
including pottery, needlework and painting & drawing.
www.qpc.org
2 & 3 Sept, Chilli Festival Weekend, 10am - 5pm,
Waddesdon Manor. Turn up the heat at the annual
chilli festival. www.waddesdon.org.uk
2 & 3 Sept, Day out with Thomas,
Buckinghamshire Railway Centre. Make their
dreams come true - bring the kids to meet Thomas
the Tank Engine! www.bucksrailcentre.org
7 Sept, Chafor Winery Tour & Tasting, 11.30am - 4pm,
Chafor Wine Estate, Gawcott, every Thursday.
www.chafor.co.uk
23 Sept, All Things Minature, Haddenham Village
Hall, 10am - 4pm. Dolls houses and all things small!
Adults £2.50 Under 15s £1.

25-26 Sept, The Tiger Who Came To Tea, Waterside
Theatre, Aylesbury. Classic children’s storybook is
brought to the stage. Suitable for ages 3+.
www.atgtickets.com/aylesbury

OCTOBER
14 & 21 Oct, Charter Fair, Buckingham. Held in
Buckingham since 1554. Fun for all the family.
13 Oct, Tring Brewery Tour. A behind the scenes tour
at Tring Brewery, including a fish & chips supper. Tickets
£20pp. www.tringbrewery.co.uk

21- 29 Oct, Horrible Halloween, 10am - 3pm,
Waddesdon Manor, Waddesdon. Throughout October
half-term follow the Halloween trail and get stuck into
spooky crafts. www.waddesdon.org.uk

For more on events happening in
Aylesbury throughout the year, go to
www.visitaylesbury.co.uk
If you have an event that’s taking place
between November - February, please
contact whatson@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
Breast Friends is a small,
Aylesbury based support group
for those who’ve been affected
by breast cancer. It’s run by
volunteers and members who
get together once a month for
a chat and a cuppa. The meetings are open to all,
whatever stage of treatment they’re at. To find out
more go to www.breastfriends-aylesbury.org.uk

Cut out and keep
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The sport bowling
over new fans!

Thank the people who
make sport happen
Each year the Bucks & MK Sport Awards recognise and
thank individuals and organisations who help make sport
happen. If you’re a member of a sports club, then you’ll
know the type of person we’re talking about - the ones
who tirelessly give up their time to coach players, mow
the pitches, wash the kit, arrange the fixtures…. and so on!
And now is your opportunity to say thank you, because Leap
are looking for nominations from across Aylesbury Vale.

Coaches at two bowls clubs in the Vale have
been sharing their love of the sport with local
students with special educational needs. The
Sportivate project is delivered by AVDC and
funded by Sport England and Leap.
During the summer term students have been
giving bowls a go and it’s proved a big hit.
The youngsters from Furze Down School’s sixth
form in Winslow and the Life Skills Centre,
part of Aylesbury College, have been enjoying
the hospitality of Winslow Bowls Club and
Aylesbury Town Bowls Club, learning the basics
while at the same time making friends with
club members.
The aim of the project is to introduce new sports
and remove some of the barriers to sport that
many disabled young people face as they leave
education, so it can become a life-long passion.
One student who’s been going along to the
Winslow Bowls Club said: “Thank you to the
coaches for their patient teaching. We learned
more than just bowls because the coaches spoke
to us like adults and treated us fairly.”

Shortlisted nominees will be
invited to celebrate at a prestigious
awards ceremony on 1 December
at Aylesbury’s Waterside Theatre.
Last year’s event was attended
by almost 300 people, including
rowing legend Sir Steve Redgrave,
who said of the event:

“I think this night is very special
indeed because awards are normally won by the
achievers, not the people who have helped them to get
there.”
The award categories will be:
Active Workplace of the Year;
Club of the Year; Project of the
Year; Primary School of the Year;
Secondary School of the Year;
Volunteer of the Year; Young
Leader of the Year; Community
Coach of the Year; Performance
Coach of the Year; Terry Cook
Unsung Hero of the Year.

Nominations are open until 5pm on 17 August just go to www.leapwithus.org.uk/sportawards
or call 01296 585215.

Join the club!
Are you a member of a voluntary group or club in Aylesbury Vale that you’d like to tell
people to know about? Well now’s your chance. Chris Bowden got in touch to tell us about
the Ichi ByoShi Kendo Club that he’s a member of. Kendo is a modern martial art, which
descended from swordsmanship and uses bamboo swords and protective armour today.

“The art comes from Japan and a lot of Japanese culture is immersed in Kendo
You are only beaten by yourself, so if an opponent scores you thank him for
demonstrating your weakness, so you can learn from it.”
If you’d like to find out more go to: www.ichibyoshikendoclub.org.uk or email: ichibyoshi@yahoo.co.uk.
And if you’d like your voluntary group or club to have a mention in the AV Times, email
communications@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk and we’ll choose one at random next time.
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Local Loves with David Stopps
David was the
man who put
Aylesbury on the
pop music map in
the 70s and 80s,
when he managed
the famous Friars
Club. Legends like
Genesis, Blondie,
The Kinks and U2 took to the stage and in 1972
David Bowie launched Ziggy Stardust at the club
(hence our cover photo!). He recently crowdfunded to bring a Bowie Statue to Aylesbury, the
first one in the world. It will be unveiled next year
and is expected to become a major attraction.
David lives in Aylesbury with his wife Sue. He’s a
real connoisseur of the Vale and has shared some
of the places he love.
© Karl Vaughan / Bucks Herald

booking bands like Stiff Little
Fingers and Jamaican reggae
artists like Gregory Isaacs
and Dennis Brown at Friars.
Two years ago he decided to follow his
lifelong passion to be a publican. They have great ale
and food - and apparently 20 different gins!

Favourite restaurant?
Maged and his team at Pizza Express Aylesbury
are some of the best wait staff I have encountered
anywhere in the world. Restaurants are not just about
great food - a warm welcome and great service are
even more important. Oh…and I absolutely love The
Works. Fellow Arsenal supporter Roger
Bolton has created
an original and
highly successful
independent ice
cream parlour/
cafe at the top of
Aylesbury’s
Market Square.
Just wonderful.

Best day out in the Vale?
Favourite attraction
in the Vale?
I’ve always been into trains. I grew up in Princes
Risborough and would catch the train to school pulled
by a Great Western Region side tank steam engine,
specifically engine number 6106 (which was locally
referred to as a ‘tanner one-er’’). The Buckinghamshire
Railway Centre
at Quainton has
been transformed
in recent years
and is a jewel
in the crown for
Buckinghamshire
tourism.

Favourite pub?
At the King and Queen in Wendover, Pete and
Shelley Donne have created a warm, friendly, musicorientated pub. Pete started off working for me at
Earth Records and was largely responsible for us

Hobble on the Cobbles used to be the great Aylesbury
summer music festival which would take place in
Aylesbury’s Market Square - a few years it moved to
Vale Park. In 1978 we presented John Otway in the
Market Square and 20,000 people turned up. I don’t
think there has ever been that many people in the
square in its 1000 year history. You could hear it in
Bedgrove apparently. Music is a powerful leveller in
our society, that should never to under-estimated. The
more live music we can have in The Vale the better.

Favourite memory in the Vale
Walking through the Chilterns. One of the Vale’s
greatest assets. Our favourite walk is from Great
Kimble up to Happy Valley and Pulpit Hill. England’s
green and pleasant land.
A history of Friars Aylesbury, called The Thin White
Book which David has contributed to is out in
August. All proceeds go towards the Bowie statue
project. Find out more at www.aylesburyfriars.co.uk

For more classic photos visit
www.facebook.com/aylesburyrem
and www.aylesburyremembered.com
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Your

FOOD
WASTE

is recycled into

ENERGY
to power
our homes

www.recycleforbuckinghamshire.co.uk
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