
Over the last year it has become evident that we have an increasing number of people 

applying for private hire vehicle licenses who live outside of Aylesbury Vale District and who 

appear to have no other association with the private hire trade within the District.  

Section 48 (3) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 states “In every 

vehicle licence… there shall be specified… name and address of applicant: and every other 

person who is a proprietor of the Private Hire vehicle… or who is concerned, either solely or 

in partnership with any other person in the keeping, employing or letting on hire of the 

Private Hire vehicle”. 

Unfortunately, this information is often not provided with applications of this nature and the 

Licensing team find themselves unable to establish which licensed driver is using a vehicle 

and which operator it is working under.  In addition, these vehicles are often leased to a 

number of different drivers over the course of a one year licence and these changes are not 

being brought to the attention of the Licensing Authority.  

Whilst this practice is entirely legal, it hinders the Council’s ability to carry out its legal 

obligations to ensure there is a provision of safe, clean, reliable and accessible private hire 

vehicles.  

The safety of the travelling public is the Council’s paramount concern and with this in mind 

we are proposing to add an additional point to Appendix 3 Private Hire & Hackney Carriage 

Vehicle Standards of Aylesbury Vale District Council’s Taxi and Private Hire Licensing 

Policy. 

The additional standard reads as follows: 

A private hire vehicle application will only be considered if the applicant also holds 

one of the following: 

 A Private Hire or Hackney Carriage driver licence issued by Aylesbury Vale 

District Council , or 

 A Private Hire Operator licence with Aylesbury Vale District Council. 

The only exception being where the applicant is from an insurance company who are 

providing a temporary replacement vehicle to be used under an existing private hire 

vehicle licence whilst the original vehicle is being repaired. In these cases, the 

insurance vehicle will be issued with the same licence number as the vehicle it is 

replacing. At no point must both vehicles be licensed at the same time. 

 

 


