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DOCUMENT MATTERS 

Title – Development Brief Silverstone Circuit Masterplan  i. 

Subject Matter ii. 

This Brief provides guidance on the future development of Silverstone Circuit and adjacent a. 
areas within the ownership of the circuit. It covers land lying in both South Northamptonshire 
and Aylesbury Vale Districts. The Brief proposes a number of uses including employment and 
education and others which will add to the attraction of the circuit as a venue for recreation 
and leisure focussed on motorsport. These proposals are, in addition to the proposals included 
in the South Northamptonshire Local Plan adopted October 1997 and Aylesbury Vale District 
Local Plan adopted January 2004, incorporated in the Brief. 

The document should be used by those intending to undertake development within the masterplan b. 
area and general public who may be interested in the development of the circuit. The Brief 
does not form part of the Development Plan and does not change any of the adopted plans or 
the policies or proposals contained within it. However, the Brief will have an advisory role for 
planning development control purposes. As such it will be a material planning consideration 
when proposals are submitted for planning approval for any of the areas falling within the 
masterplan area. 

Both Councils consulted their communities between 16 October and 26 November 2007 on a c. 
draft version of this document. The public responses arising from the consultation and the views 
of Councillors were taken into account before adoption and publication of this final version. The 
main change arising from consultation is the omission of the housing development proposed 
on the edge of Silverstone village and the consequential re-drawing of the site boundary to the 
south of the A43. 

In Aylesbury Vale the draft version with amendments was approved by the District Council d. 
in January 2008, subject to any minor consequential changes and matters of tidying up that 

Development Brief Document 
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needed to be undertaken prior to publishing the revised Brief. This decision was reiterated on 25 
September 2008, again subject to any necessary consequential wording changes arising from 
finalizing the Brief with South Northamptonshire Council. 

In South Northamptonshire the suggested amendments arising from the consultation were e. 
considered by the Council’s Cabinet on 4 February 2008. Following a call in of the decision under 
the Council’s scrutiny arrangements further consideration was undertaken by the Economic and 
Environmental Resources and Development Committee on 27 February 2008, Full Council on 
2 April 2008 and the Cabinet again on 14 April 2008. Adoption of the Brief was delegated to 
identified senior officers in consultation with identified Cabinet members. Because of changes 
after 14 April regarding the relocation of the grand prix and the consequent falling away of the 
enablement case for the proposed housing the matter was again considered by Cabinet on 13 
October 2008. At this meeting Cabinet resolved to adopt the Brief, but the matter was called in 
again and was considered by the Economic and Environmental Resources and Development 
Committee on 27 November 2008. On reviewing the matter again on 8 December 2008 the 
Cabinet approved the Development Brief subject to some additional/amended wording, which 
was agreed with Aylesbury Vale District Council on 4 February 2009, and is now incorporated 
in this final version. Details of the public consultation are contained within the Consultation 
Report.

The objectives which form the basis of the guidance are assessed by a sustainability appraisal, f. 
available separately, which was also subject to public consultation. 

The technical studies listed in the Planning Appendix supporting the Brief and the details of the g. 
public consultation are available separately.

If a conflict arises between the Brief and the technical studies the Brief will prevail.h. 
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1. Introduction and Purpose
1.1  Introduction
1.1.1 Silverstone is currently recognised the world over as the home of the British Grand Prix (the 
first ever World Championship Grand Prix), which it first hosted in 1950 and which has been held 
on the circuit every year since 1987. Silverstone is the only venue currently capable of hosting the 
event. This is due to the development of the circuit over the years and the provision of supporting 
infrastructure especially the recent improvements to the highway network. It has become a popular 
and important motorsport venue and its reputation has become synonymous with excellence, not 
only in motorsport, but also in education, employment and high-level skills. As an iconic destination, 
it attracts visitors from across the globe.

1.1.2 In an industry characterised by leading edge technology, ground breaking innovation and 
enviable engineering expertise, the attraction of Silverstone is unparalleled. The circuit is at the 
very heart of ‘Motorsport Valley’, the much heralded UK motorsport cluster which has dominated 
world motorsport for many years. However increasing overseas competition and intense global 
economic pressures continue to threaten this position. Only by investing in the economic future of 
the circuit and its facilities will Silverstone continue to lead the way.

1.1.3 This Development Brief provides advisory policy guidance as to the type of development 
required to enable Silverstone to offer a first class motor racing venue capable of hosting international 
events including grand prix racing. This has full Government support, and will strengthen Silverstone’s 
international role as a world class motorsport venue and facility. This document sets out the “Vision 
for the Circuit” and the principles of sustainable development, which will maximise the social and 
economic benefits for the local and regional area whilst minimising the impact on the environment 
and enhancing the surrounding landscape. 

1.2  Background to Silverstone
1.2.1 Originating from a World War II airfield the facilities have been transformed into a unique 
motorsport venue, which has provided the home for the grand prix but also accommodates a centre 

1.0 Introduction and Purpose
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of excellence for motorsport, employment, testing, research, development and technology uses. The 
development of the Advanced Technology Park in the last four years has established Silverstone as 
a venue for technological research, with many high profile companies moving to the area to benefit 
from the excellent infrastructure facilities, the image and brand of the famous motorsport circuit.

1.2.2 The existing South Northamptonshire Local Plan (SNLP) notes the opportunity to widen the 
appeal of the circuit beyond that of motor enthusiasts and the motorsport industry. This is supported 
by the Aylesbury Vale District Local Plan (AVDLP). 

1.3  Vision for Silverstone Circuit
1.3.1 The fundamental objectives are as follows:

The improvement of track related facilities to modern grand prix standards and the promotion • 
of Silverstone as the home of British motorsport and racing, as well as the development of the 
whole land portfolio.

Enhance and strengthen Silverstone Circuit as the centre of automotive and high technology • 
excellence for the UK. 

Creation of opportunities for the development of employment and sustainable economic growth • 
by attracting businesses, education and active outdoor tourism of the highest quality on a local 
and regional basis. 

Providing an attractive venue for leisure and hotel activities to create development that is • 
sustainable both in terms of its construction and operation.

Creation of a development which integrates well into its local environment and  provides an • 
attractive countryside setting to locate and develop high value enterprises. This includes both 
cultural and physical landscape.  

Developing sustainable transport and innovative access proposals.• 
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Proposing development which will be complementary to and not in conflict with the growth plans • 
for Towcester and the future growth of Brackley.

1.3.2 This Development Brief sets out the framework to achieve this by retaining the racing circuit 
as the pinnacle of motor sport activity capable of hosting grand prix races, fostering high-tech motor 
sport business at the forefront of technology and the creation of a “state of the art” educational 
campus.

1.4  Strategic Context
1.4.1 The UK motor sport industry contributes over £6billion to the nation’s economy. It employs 
more than 100,000 people many of whom are highly skilled and qualified engineers. As the home of 
the British Grand Prix for many years, and many other national and international events, Silverstone 
is at the forefront of the industry’s future.

1.4.2 Motor sport and high performance engineering is an important sector in the East Midlands. 
Employing more than 6,000 people, over 600 highly productive motor sport related businesses 
contribute over £700 million to the regional economy. Over the past decade, employment growth 
and turnover associated with motor sport in the region have significantly out-performed the regional 
and national average, illustrating the sector’s value to the East Midlands. Approaching half of the 
region’s companies can be found in Northamptonshire, with many citing Silverstone as an important 
factor in them locating and remaining in the county.

1.4.3 Government at all levels recognises the significance of Silverstone in maintaining the UK’s 
domination of world motorsport. The current and previous Ministers for Sport, Gerry Sutcliffe 
and Richard Caborn, have both expressed support for the masterplan exercise. In recent years 
national and regional bodies including the East Midlands Development Agency (EMDA) and South 
East England Development Agency (SEEDA) have collaborated to support the cluster. Based at 
Silverstone, this industry-led partnership is focused on driving up productivity, enhancing competitive 
advantage, meeting the changing skills needs of employers and assisting businesses to diversify 
into new markets and other sectors. 
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1.4.4   In July 2003 the impact of the grand prix to the UK economy was set out in a report by the 
Motor Sport Industry Association (MIA) and three regional development agencies, “The Economic 
Impact of the 2002 FIA Fosters British Grand Prix”. At that time the total expenditure attributable to 
the event stood at £34.7m, the employment impact estimated to be 1,148 full time equivalent jobs, 
of which 403 were within the immediate region, and income estimated at £17.2m, of which £5.6m 
was of direct benefit to the region. 

1.4.5 The importance of developing Silverstone, not only in maintaining it at the forefront of 
motorsport, but also in support of the UK motorsport cluster cannot be overstated. Provision of 
the opportunity, infrastructure and environment for the sport, industry, academia and support 
organisations to flourish is the basis upon which the vision for Silverstone has been developed. 
Realisation of this plan will bring high-value, knowledge intensive jobs to the area. It will also greatly 
benefit the wider local and regional economy and ensure the continued success of this vibrant and 
internationally renowned sector.

1.5  Purpose of the Development Brief 
1.5.1 The intention of the Development Brief is to provide clarity and guidance to the established 
policies of South Northamptonshire and Aylesbury Vale Local Plans for suitable development for 
Silverstone Circuit. The Development Brief will be used to guide and become a material consideration 
in determining future planning applications and to establish land use and infrastructure requirements. 
Consultation with the local communities has been part of the process to allow the approval of the 
Development Brief by both South Northamptonshire Council (SNC) and Aylesbury Vale District 
Council (AVDC). 

1.5.2  This Development Brief has been prepared on behalf of SNC and AVDC by independent 
consultants Cube Design and Hyder Consulting (UK) Ltd (addresses and details in the contact 
section of the Planning Appendix document) working with a Steering Group made up of elected 
members from both Local Planning Authorities. The Steering Group was closely supported by 
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the Highways Agency, the Highway Authorities, (Buckinghamshire and Northamptonshire County 
Councils), Northamptonshire Enterprise along with contributions from the National Trust and English 
Heritage.

1.5.3  Addressing the planning issues at Silverstone Circuit was a matter of urgency. Therefore, 
SNC and AVDC were unable to take the matter forward initially through the Local Development 
Framework. As time was of the essence, the authorities resolved to produce this Development Brief 
having regard to the advice set out in PPS1 and PPS12 and other planning documents and sought 
an informed debate and the involvement of the community.

1.5.4 The  Development Brief specifically addresses:

Appropriate land uses and zones of development, including the constraints to development of • 
the site.

Design and landscape principles to be applied to the site as a whole and to the development of • 
specific zones, including the main characteristics of the site and surrounding area.

The opportunities to enhance the appearance of the site, with reference to existing features and • 
neighbouring land uses.

Sustainable access and innovative transport strategies to and throughout the site.• 

The extent of the area covered by the Development Brief is shown in Figure 1

1.6  Sustainability Appraisal 
1.6.1 Preparation of this Development Brief has been informed and directed by a Sustainability 
Appraisal (SA) which assessed the socio-economic and the environmental impacts of the type of 
development proposals contained in the Brief. The SA has been carried out in accordance with the 
2004 Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive and the Planning and Compulsory Purchase 
Act 2004. The SA is available as a reference document.
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Figure 1: Area of Silverstone Development Brief 
[with Administrative Boundaries]

Key:

Development Brief Boundary

LPA boundaries SNDC / AVDC

BRDC Ownership

Perimeter Road

1.7 Consultation
1.7.1 The draft version of the Development Brief and the SA were published for consultation 
in accordance with the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) of both authorities. The list 
of main statutory consultees is noted in the Planning Appendix. The list of other consultees is 
available separately.  Consultation took place between 16 October 2007 and 26 November 2007. 
Comments received during this time were taken into account while drawing up the final version of 
this document for adoption. A report on the consultation process is available on request from the 
local authorities.


