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2.0 Site Appraisal

Figure 2 Aerial Photograph 

2.1 Site Context
2.1.1 The site is located to the south of Silverstone village. The 
northern boundary of the site is defined by the recently upgraded 
A43 trunk road. The A43 links to the M40, approximately 24km 
to the south west and the M1, approximately 13km to the north, 
providing good access to the major conurbations of London, 
Birmingham and Oxford. The A43 provides a good highway link 
to Northampton to the north east and Milton Keynes via the A5 to 
the south east. Figure 3A shows the location of the Silverstone 
Circuit in relation to these strategic links. 

2.1.2 The nearest settlement is Silverstone village, which 
lies nearby, with the smaller settlements of Whittlebury and 
Dadford 2km to the northeast and 3km to the south respectively. 
Towcester and Buckingham are in close proximity, 2km and 5km 
respectively.

2.1.3 Silverstone Circuit and the surrounding estate are located 
partly in Northamptonshire and partly in Buckinghamshire. 
The northern part within Northamptonshire comes under the 
jurisdiction of South Northamptonshire Council (SNC) whereas 
the southern part, within Buckinghamshire comes under the 
jurisdiction of Aylesbury Vale District Council (AVDC). There 
is a long history of co-operation between SNC and AVDC with 
regard to the co-ordination of planning of the circuit.

2.1.4  The site comprises approximately 300 hectares and is 
set in an area predominantly rural in character, comprising 
a mix of woodland and agricultural uses, interspersed with 
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scattered settlements. There is a network of footpaths and bridleways in the local area and a 
range of recreational facilities including golf courses, sports facilities and picnic sites. Stowe School 
and Gardens, the latter owned by the National Trust, lie a short distance to the south of the site. 
The woodlands, open space and footpaths within and adjacent to the site contribute to the green 
infrastructure and environmental character of the area.

2.1.5 The site currently accommodates a range of uses, which include:

Silverstone motor racing circuit and associated facilities - the racing circuits and the existing • 
pit and paddocks area are the dominant features of the site. The circuits are used for different 
classes of motor sport including grand prix racing, Formula 1, Touring Cars, Formula 3000 and 
Superbikes. Events are held at the circuit over some 10 months of the year. The grandstands, 
some permanent and others temporary, offer a seating capacity of approximately 90,000.

The Advanced Technology Park which accommodates a number of high technology  and motor • 
related businesses. This embraces associated employment activities including small workshop 
units and “incubator” accommodation for motor sport related industry.

Plot K, to the west of the Dadford Road is cleared, level land used for overspill car parking • 
during the grand prix and other large scale events. It is surrounded on its three boundaries 
by significant landscape screening but open to the Dadford Road. It lies close to the existing 
development housing the Spyker Force India Formula One Team, also to the west of Dadford 
Road.  

2.2 Movement and Parking 

2.2.1 Highways
2.2.1.1   The site is served primarily by the A43 Trunk Road, which bypasses Silverstone village 
and forms part of the highway network managed by the Highways Agency. The Dadford Road 
(improved to the north of the main access in 2002) links the circuit to the A43. Both roads have 
enhanced the linkages to the M40 and M1 for regional journeys and for local journeys between 
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Figure 3A: Location Plan

Brackley, Towcester and Northampton. The Dadford Road, although narrow in nature to the south 
of the circuit, provides a route to Buckingham and Bicester. It also acts as an informal alternative 
route to the M40 and Brackley when the A43 becomes congested.

 2.2.1.2  Access to Silverstone, apart from during large events, is almost exclusively by private car. 
Opportunities for travel by public transport are limited due to the lack of serviced routes to the circuit. 
Opportunities for walking and cycling are also limited due to the location of the circuit and travel by 
rail is limited due to the fact that rail stations are some distance away. An innovative sustainable 
access strategy for the site to support the vision for the masterplan is therefore essential.

2.2.1.3  Temporary traffic management systems are introduced for large race events to reduce 
congestion in the area in agreement with the Highways Agency and respective County Councils. 

2.3 Bus Provision
2.3.1.  Existing bus services, namely Stagecoach Services 88 and X6, operate in close proximity to 
the site, providing links with Northampton and Brackley.  The Stagecoach service provides hourly 
connections from Northampton to Brackley, Towcester and connections to Banbury via Brackley. An 
express service also runs between Northampton and Oxford.

2.3.2  In addition to the above, Stagecoach, along with a number of other transport providers, 
provides a Park and Ride service to Silverstone Circuit from Northampton and Towcester on the 
Grand Prix weekend.
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Figure 3B: Site Context Plan
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2.4   Rail Services
2.4.1     The most accessible railway station to the site is found in Northampton. Hourly bus services 
operate between Silverstone and the existing bus station in Northampton, located approximately 
1km from the railway station. A link to London is provided via the West Coast Mainline. The closest 
railway station is located at Wolverton, but this has limited parking capacity and restricted links 
to Silverstone. Milton Keynes Central Station, approximately 29 km from the development site is 
the nearest main line station. Bicester North and Banbury stations also provide a direct link to 
Marylebone Station.

2.5   Pedestrian and Cycle Facilities
2.5.1   Pedestrian and cycle access is provided from the A43 and Dadford Road. Segregation of 
pedestrians and cyclists has been achieved wherever possible on the circuit site. There are no 
existing dedicated cycle routes in the Silverstone and Dadford area and there is limited provision on 
site for cycle parking. 

2.5.2    In terms of Public Rights of Way, a number of bridleways and footpaths run immediately 
adjacent to or slightly within the site in both Aylesbury Vale and South Northamptonshire, (see 
Figure 6, - Public Rights of Way).; 

2.6   Parking
2.6.1    Large areas of the site are reserved as parking areas for the British Grand Prix and other 
major sporting events. The main areas for the day to day car parking are located adjacent to each 
activity and also the main car parks at the entrance to the site.

2.7   Landscape and Visual Character
2.7.1     The site, a former airfield, in landscape terms is situated on a broad plateau elevated above 
the adjacent vales. The surrounding landscape is rural, comprising mainly pasture and woodland, 
and has a strong historic character.  

Figure 6: Public Rights of Way
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Figure 4: Planning and Environmental Designations
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Figure 5: Key Existing Land Uses within Development Brief Boundary
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The A43 bypass follows the ridge line and forms a physical barrier to the northern edge of the • 
site, separating the circuit from Silverstone Village. The circuit can be seen from the western 
end of the village and Dadford Road.

Land lying to the south east is undulating rural agricultural land punctuated by small copses • 
which allow views distant into the site from as far a field as Milton Keynes in the east.

Land lying to the south west has a strong, small scale rural character and a sense of remoteness • 
from Silverstone and the surrounding area. To the the west of Dadford Road the site is generally 
screened by Hazelborough, Pentimore and Wetley Woods containing any long distance views. 
Tree planting provided as part of the improvements to Dadford Road will add to the screening of 
the circuit. Woodlands within Stowe (Grade I Registered Park and Garden)  to the south of the 
circuit form a buffer to this character area. Land  adjacent to the north west of the circuit along 
the Dadford Road is more open but the fall of the land and the northern parts of Hazelborough 
Wood combine to screen long distance views.

Land to the north east is open and elevated in character, with an undulating landscape. The • 
nearby village of Whittlebury is located on high ground, at a level similar to the circuit and 
has views of the circuit area. The northern grandstands are visible from the village over the 
intervening woodland, along with an overbridge spanning the track. Silverstone village to the 
north, lies on slightly lower ground and does not overlook the circuit.

2.7.2  There are several significant areas of mixed broad-leaved and coniferous plantations and a 
network of hedgerows that partly enclose and restrict views into the site. 

2.7.3 To the south, Silverstone Circuit is contained by substantial estate woodlands associated 
with Stowe that extend up to and within the perimeter of the racing circuit. Extensive tree and 
hedge planting was undertaken along the boundary with Dadford Road when the new entrance was 
constructed in 2002.
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2.7.4 Figure 4, Planning and Environmental Designations illustrates the extent of landscape 
designations in the vicinity of the site that will influence development opportunities. The northern 
part of the site and all of the adjoining area lying within South Northamptonshire is a Special 
Landscape Area. To the south, all land adjoining and partly overlapping the site in Aylesbury Vale 
lies within the Stowe Area of Attractive Landscape. In order to prevent coalescence and maintain 
an open setting, an area of land lying between the southern edge of Silverstone village and Cattle 
End and the A43 bypass is a designated Important Local Gap.

2.7.5 The Buckinghamshire Landscape Character Assessment states ‘…the Silverstone race 
track with its associated buildings, noise, traffic and signage has disturbed the character, although 
the visual impact is limited by woodland’. It identifies under Current Trends, ‘..tranquil character 
disturbed by Silverstone racetrack...’ Relevant Zone Priorities for this character area are to ensure 
the conservation and management of existing features such as hedgerow oaks, and the conservation 
of the Stowe designated landscape. 

2.7.6 A landscape visual appraisal study is available for reference.

2.8 Ecology and Nature Conservation
2.8.1 Key findings of the report and the studies are:

There are no statutory designated nature conservation sites within or immediately adjacent to • 
Silverstone Circuit. Two Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) are situated approximately 
1km away; these are Whittlewood Forest SSSI and Syresham Marshy Meadows SSSI.

The site is considered to provide valuable habitat for a range of protected species and species • 
of conservation concern such as badgers, bats, reptiles, breeding birds and dormice.

With the exception of Point Copse, Sawpit Wood and Wild Wood there are few areas of woody • 
vegetation within the site. These three woodlands are a Biological Notification Sites (BNS) and 
County Wildlife Sites (CWS) respectively, and are considered to be of conservation value.

The site contains a network of hedgerows, many of which are species-rich and/or classified as • 
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‘important’ under the wildlife and landscape criteria of the Hedgerows Regulations (1997). A 
number of the hedgerows contain ancient (or veteran) trees within them. Ancient trees provide 
a valuable habitat for a range of invertebrate, bird and mammal species. Ancient trees are 
also identified as being ‘particularly valuable for biodiversity and their loss should be avoided’ 
(PPS9).

Despite the levels of noise associated with the motor-racing circuit area, a diverse assemblage • 
of bird species were observed during the walkover survey.

A number of man made ponds present on site appear to be suitable for use by breeding great • 
crested newts; however no records of this species were identified during the desk study. The 
majority of the grasslands within the survey area are of little intrinsic nature conservation value. 
These areas are generally under heavy management either through frequent mowing or sheep 
grazing. 

2.8.2   A report covering the ecological studies for the site is available for reference.

2.9 Cultural Heritage and Archaeology
2.9.1 The heritage and archaeological significance of the site is considered of moderate to high 
value due to the following aspects:

The Roman Alchester Road ran in a north-south direction on the eastern boundary and • 
associated evidence of settlement enclosures has been located on either side. It is known from 
documentary sources that Whittlebury Forest covered this area of Northamptonshire during the 
medieval period. Within the forest, Luffield Priory, a Benedictine Priory was founded in 1116, 
annexed to Windsor College in 1494, when documentary sources indicate the buildings to be in 
a ‘ruinous condition’. There are no remains visible.

The extensive pleasure grounds, park and woodland associated with the Grade I Listed 17th/18th • 
Stowe Mansion, which now form the Grade I Registered Park and garden, originally covered 
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a far wider area. Much of the former parks are now farmland and grounds associated with 
Stowe School.. At its most extensive (1868) the designed landscape and woodland covered 
about. 250ha, increased from 200ha in 1727. The park is bounded to the north by the major 
woodland, laid out with a network of formal rides, some of which may date from the early 17th 
century. Silverstone Circuit is visible along some of these rides. The original Stowe Park at its 
greater extent covered much of the Silverstone site, evidenced by the gate houses present in 
Silverstone village, much further north.   

The Listed Buildings to the south and east of Silverstone village and the historic landscape, with • 
the Grade I Registered Park and Garden at Stowe falling within the site, are also sensitive to 
impacts on their setting. 

The site is a former military airfield used during World War II. It consisted of three concrete • 
runways and was equipped with four aircraft hangers of Type T2 design and one of Type B1 
design which over the years have been removed. In 1948 the airfield was converted into a motor 
racing circuit and the use of the runways was abandoned in 1950. Track alterations have taken 
place since in 1987 and 1991.

2.9.2 A report covering the Cultural Heritage and the Archaeology for the site is available for 
reference.

2.10 Noise
2.10.1    Since 1948 the site has been used for motor racing and improvements to the facilities have 
occurred over the years. The A43 Silverstone Bypass is currently the dominant noise source when 
there are no racing activities. However, the circuit is used for practising, testing and smaller events 
throughout the year that have an impact on noise levels in the area. 
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2.11 Air Quality
2.11.1    The A43 is the main factor that influences air quality around Silverstone. Improvement in 
air quality was recorded in Silverstone village following monitoring conducted by SNC following 
the construction of the bypass. In 2003 concentrations of pollutants had reduced to a level that did 
not pose a concern with regards to UK air quality objectives and the Council ceased to monitor air 
quality in Silverstone.  Emissions from the operation of the existing Silverstone complex and related 
business activities are likely to be small in comparison to emissions from the A43. Events such as 
the British Grand Prix with the associated volumes of traffic will increase emissions of nitrogen 
dioxide (NO2) and particulates (PM10) in the local area for short periods of time.

2.12 Water Supply and Foul Sewage
2.12.1    The site is serviced by a network of drainage and water supply areas. All the foul drainage 
from Silverstone Circuit and the existing industrial units is currently piped to a sewage holding tank 
near the southern corner of Wild Wood.  From here a private drain runs north-west then north-east 
crossing over the A43 Silverstone Bypass supported under the Winterhills bridge. During large 
events holding tanks store large flows which are subsequently removed from site by tankers.

2.13 Flood Risk, Surface Water and Drainage
2.13.1     The site is located on a plateau that is a watershed at the head of several water catchments. 
The streams to the north, north west and north east of the site area drain towards the north, through 
and around Silverstone village, to join the River Tove. The streams to the east, south east and south 
west drain the southern section of the site and eventually drain to the River Great Ouse. These 
watercourses flow across predominately rural land.

2.13.2   The site is within PPS25 Flood Zone 1 which identifies a low probability of flooding from 
fluvial sources. Rainfall runoff has the potential to cause localised flooding on the site.  Retention 
ponds already exist on the circuit to control and manage the run off from the site and to reduce flood 
risk at lower points of the area, in particular in the West End part of Silverstone Village.
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2.14 Contaminated Land and Hydrogeology 
2.14.1   Known records and surveys of the site have revealed that the war time use of this site 
as a military airfield and its subsequent use for motor racing since 1948 has resulted in very 
minor contamination in the underlying soils and the groundwater. There is the potential for further 
contamination to be encountered across the site in areas not previously investigated. 

2.14.2    Reports relating to the contaminated land and hydrogeology desktop studies are available 
for reference.

2.15 Amenity Considerations 
2.15.1  Due to its relatively rural location there are, with the exception of the planning and 
environmental designations outlined above, relatively few sensitive land uses adjacent to the site. 
The northern edge of the circuit boundary lies approximately 300m to the south of Silverstone 
village, with the motor racing track situated approximately 500m further south. 


