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13 March 2018 

 
Dear Ms Buller 
 
ASTON CLINTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN EXAMINATION  
 
Thank you for your email of 8 March 2018, enclosing a letter from Paul Sedgwick of Sedgwick 
Associates and advice from Counsel, Mr Manley QC, about my decision to carry out the examination 
by way of written representations.  The content of Mr Sedgwick’s letter and the advice is noted. 
 
Mr Sedgwick has requested on behalf of his clients, Hollins Strategic Land LLP, that a public hearing 
be held. Paragraph 9(1) of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) is 
clear that the general rule is that the examination of issues is to take the form of consideration of 
written representations.   
 
A public hearing could be held in two specific circumstances. Paragraph 9(2) provides that the 
examiner must cause a hearing to be held, ‘in any case where the examiner considers that the 
consideration of oral representations is necessary to ensure adequate examination of the issue or a 
person has a fair chance to put a case..’ (my emphasis). As such, the decision as to whether or not a 
hearing is held falls entirely within the exercise of my discretion. Unlike local plans, there is no ‘right 
to be heard’.  
 
This is a very late request given my procedural letter of 6 March 2018, communicating my intention 
to follow the written representations procedure, was sent over 4 weeks ago. You will appreciate my 
examination of the issues is now at an advanced stage and I am content that I have sufficient 
information to make my recommendations.   
 
Given the level of statutory public consultation this Plan has gone through, I consider that there has 
been a fair chance to put views forward and I see no reason to cause a hearing to be held in order 
for me to complete my examination.    
 
I would be grateful if you can forward a copy of this letter to Mr Sedgwick. In the interests of 
transparency, I would be grateful if you can ensure that a copy of this correspondence is placed on 
both the local authority and parish council websites.  
 
Thank you in advance for your assistance. 
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Yours sincerely 
  

Nigel Payne  
 
Examiner 


