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How about a little cash 
boost for your community 
project?
Your voluntary group may be eligible for a micro 
grant of up to £1,000 through AVDC’s New Homes 
Bonus Micro Grant Scheme. Grants are available 
for a variety of purposes that provide real 
community benefit, such as the refurbishment of 
village halls, buying new equipment and the repair 

and maintenance of existing equipment 
or facilities.  You don’t have to show that 
the project is needed because of housing 
growth, but projects that do may score 
more highly. 

For further information about the criteria 
and how to apply, go to:

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/nhbfs
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Aylesbury was one of the pioneers of the Shopmobility 
scheme, which is celebrating two decades in the town.  
Buckingham also has a Shopmobility service.

If you’ve not heard of Shopmobility, it gives people the 
chance to use a wheelchair, scooter or walker for free, 
to help them move around town and do their shopping. 

All you need is a reason to use it and the team will be 
able to help. You may be disabled, suffering from an 
injury that affects your mobility, or even pregnant.

You don’t need to be registered as disabled, have a 
blue badge, or be in receipt of disability benefits to take 
advantage of any Shopmobility service.

For a charge and a deposit, any of the equipment can 
be hired for use elsewhere, if you’re going on holiday, 
for example.

Aylesbury’s Shopmobility is located on the  
ground floor of the Upper Hundreds car park,  
Upper Hundreds Way, Aylesbury. For opening  
times and more details go to  
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/shopmobility-aylesbury

Buckingham’s Shopmobility, provided by 
Buckingham Town Council, is based in Cornwall’s 
Meadow car park. To find out more go to 
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/shopmobility-buckingham

The Aylesbury Shopmobility service is the 
only one in the country to have won an award 
for excellence twice!

Karen Davies, Shopmobility customer:  
“It’s invaluable for getting around town, as 
not everyone has a wheelchair or scooter of 
their own. We’ve also hired one to go away on 
holiday.” 

Shopmobility officer, Maria Garbutt:  
“We pride ourselves on going that extra mile for 
our customers and making everyday difficult 
tasks less stressful. We also get to know our 
customers and very soon they become friends  
of Shopmobility.”

Jenny Sullivan, Shopmobility customer: “Since I 
lost my husband I can’t reach a bus stop, or get 
around town. Now I can take a taxi to town, pick 
up a scooter and go and get my shopping.”

Susie Browning, Shopmobility customer: 
“Without it I’d be sat in looking at four walls –  
it makes a huge difference.”

Sheila Payne, Shopmobility Customer: “It’s been 
life-changing.  It’s given me the independence 
and mobility to do everyday things that everyone 
else takes for granted.”

If you are struggling with your  
mobility - Shopmobility can help!



Aylesbury Vale Times is a publication from Aylesbury Vale 
District Council. It is printed on environmentally friendly 
paper; please recycle after reading.

If you’d like a free copy of this magazine in large print,  
or on CD, call 01296 585861.

Front cover: Teddie,  
thanks to Chilterns  
Dog Rescue Society

01296 585858 (main switchboard)
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
The editor: 01296 585861  
or cperkins@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 
This edition of Aylesbury Vale Times 
costs around 13p per copy.*
Some stock images are used in the production of this magazine to 
help illustrate an article, this is in part to ensure costs are kept to 
a minimum. *Copy price may vary slightly per issue, depending on 
advertising revenue and postage costs.

The views expressed by individuals in Aylesbury Vale Times are not 
necessarily the views of Aylesbury Vale District Council. Every effort is made 
to ensure that all information is accurate at the time of going to press.

External advertising in the magazine does not imply an endorsement or 
promotion of the advertisement, nor its content, products or services by 
Aylesbury Vale District Council.
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2 • contents
Welcome to the final edition of the AV Times for 2017.  We’ve got a lot to 
celebrate this time – 20 years of Aylesbury Shopmobility, Vale Lottery’s 
2nd birthday and of course the festive period is just around the corner. 
In our What’s on guide, you’ll find we’ve got Christmas events in the 
Vale all wrapped up.  And for a little festive fun, you could win a family 
ticket to Aylesbury Waterside Theatre’s pantomime, Snow White, by 
spotting all the baubles in the magazine (see page 19 for more).

Our cover features gorgeous Teddie, the miniature dachshund.  
He was taken into Chilterns Dog Rescue, one of our Vale Lottery 
good causes, suffering with spinal problems.  Sadly his owner 
couldn’t give him the care he needed, but he now has a new owner 
and after rehabilitation is doing really well. We hope Teddie has a 
wonderful Christmas – and wish all of our residents the same!

Let’s see out 2017 with some big achievements: 

£100 million
invested in Aylesbury town centre over 
the last seven years. The new Exchange 
development is due to open in 2018.

£120,000
…and climbing! The amount raised 
for good causes in the Vale thanks 
to Vale Lottery.  It’s now celebrating 
its 2nd birthday, see page four for 
more.

Almost 1,800
registered food businesses in the 
Vale, ranging from small cake bakers 
making a few cakes at home each 
month, to big factories that export 
tonnes of product yearly.

1,180
new homes built in Aylesbury Vale in 
the year to the end of June.  It is the 5th 
fastest growing area in the country.

Advertise with us
To find out more about how we could help your company or 
organisation, please email communications@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
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BOX OFFICE 0844 871 7607*  
atgtickets.com/aylesbury*

*Booking fees apply. Calls cost up to 7p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge.

FRI 8 – SUN 31 DEC 2017 TUE 13 – SAT 17 FEB 2018

STOCKING FILLERS SORTED AT AYLESBURY WATERSIDE THEATRE

26 FEB – 3 MAR 2018 6 – 10 MAR 2018 19 – 24 MAR 2018

BEST MUSICAL
ALL MAJOR AWARDS

BILL KENWRIGHT PRESENTS

Volunteer at the Florence Nightingale Hospice 
Charity Furniture Showroom on  
Chamberlain Road, Aylesbury 

www.fnhospice.org.uk/furniture-showroom 

Registered Charity No. 111499 

Supporting total hospice care 
for local people 

 Looking for a reason 
 to get out of the  
 house? 

CHRISTMAS MENU 
FROM FRI. 24TH NOVEMBER

The King and Queen |17 South St | Wendover

DOWNLOAD OR PICK UP A MENU 

www.thekingandqueen.squarespace.com

01296 696872 

email: thekingandqueenwendover@gmail.com

AYLESBURY VALE VILLAGE PUB 
BEST COMMUNITY PUB WINNER 2016/17

 (BOOKING ESSENTIAL) 

HONEST, HOMEMADE FOOD

 CALL
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Great Brickhill  
Cricket Club
Say hello to Vale Lottery’s 
star player, which has 

raised almost £4,000! 
Membership Secretary Linda 

Woodhouse, is passionate about 
the benefits of the scheme: “So many of our 
members are signed up and quite often we’ll 
offer an extra prize to get more on board. Vale 
Lottery is an easy and fun way for us to get vital 
funds, which are spent on sports equipment.”

Horses Helping  
People, Cheddington
Horses Helping People is a 
therapeutic horsemanship 

centre which helps 
vulnerable adults and 

children, including those with 
learning disabilities and dementia. “We’ve 
raised around £1,000 so far, which is being used 
to sponsor sessions for those on low income. 
Thanks to Vale Lottery, we don’t have to turn 
people away,” says founder Debbie Le-Haye.

Parkinson’s UK
The Aylesbury branch 
of this national charity 
has benefited from 
almost £2,000. The main 

group meets monthly at 
Quarrendon and Meadowcroft 

Community Centre. Heather Moore, is the 
Chair: “Without this fundraising, we couldn’t 
provide services like our respite care and neuro 
physiotherapy sessions.”

Aylesbury United 
Ladies & Girls 
Football Club

“Our goal is to provide 
girls’ and womens’ football 

to as many players as 
possible in Aylesbury and the 

surrounding area, regardless of background and 
ability” says treasurer Jason Savage. The £700 
raised so far is helping to keep membership 
affordable.

Age UK, Bucks
This organisation, which 
has raised £1,000, has 
been supporting local 
people since 1945, 

helping older people stay 
independent in their homes for 

longer. “During the last year, we’ve 
helped over 12,000 people. It’s hard for us to 
get grant funding, so any funds we raise are 
essential for general running costs” says chief 
executive, Giulia Johnson.

Thanks to all Vale  
Lottery supporters
Together you’ve raised more than 
£120,000 for the Vale’s good causes!
Two years ago, AVDC became the first council in 
the country to launch an online lottery. Since then 
we’ve had so many fantastic groups come on board 
to fundraise, including schools, sports clubs, animal 
charities, drama groups and more. 

With 60p from every £1 ticket going to good causes, 
more than £120,000 has been raised so far. Here are 
just a few examples, from more than 160 Vale Lottery 
organisations, which shine a light on the difference 
it’s making on our doorstep.
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Get lucky and you could win the 
£25,000 jackpot, as well as a 
number of other cash prizes! 

more than £11,000 has been won 
since we started!

Not yet signed-up? 
It’s simple to join!
• Visit valelottery.co.uk

• Choose a good cause to support

• Sign up to buy a £1 ticket each week

• Watch 60p* in each £1  you spend make a real difference 

*50p will go directly to your chosen cause, with a further 
10p going to the Community Fund which is administered  
by AVDC.

Vale tribute to a much-loved actress
A lasting tribute has been 
paid to actress and presenter, 

Lynda Bellingham, to ensure she’ll always be 
remembered in Aylesbury Vale, where she grew up. 
A road on the new Kingsbrook development  
in Aylesbury, has been named after her – 
Bellingham Way.

Lynda spent her childhood in the village of Aston 
Abbotts and went to Aylesbury High School. She 
rose to fame in the 1980s as the mother in the Oxo 
television adverts and went on to star in All Creatures 
Great and Small. In later life she was best known as 

a panellist on the show Loose 
Women. She passed away in 
2014 after a battle with cancer.

Lynda’s son, Michael Pelosi 
told us, “My family and I are 
extremely proud. It’s nice that 
even after almost three years people are still 
remembering my mother for all the good she did 
and her successful career. She would have been so 
honoured and as she grew up in the area, it seems 
fitting she has been able to return in this way. On her 
behalf, my family thanks everyone involved.”

Prize Draw!
To celebrate Vale Lottery’s second birthday 
we’ve got an extra special prize draw, with 
some amazing prizes up for grabs.

• 4 weekend Grandstand 
tickets for 6-8 July 2018  
at Silverstone

• 4 VIP tickets to see Snow White at 
Aylesbury Waterside Theatre

• An awesome radio experience  
with Mix 96’s Wes!

WIN!

Just sign up by 8pm on Saturday 2nd December to be in with a chance of 
winning in Vale Lottery’s special birthday prize draw! valelottery.co.uk
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We were recently contacted by Alicia de Barry who had high praise indeed for 
this service. She told us that, as a profoundly deaf person, webchat means 
she can resolve issues without compromising her independence. We took the 
opportunity to find out more.

Customer focus: Alicia de Barry, Learning Support Assistant at  
Lord Grey School, Newton Longville

How often do you use our webchat service?

“I use the service whenever I need to sort something out - for example, I am doing a PhD and used 
webchat to find out how that affects my council tax. I also set up my council tax payments. Unlike other 
sites, at AVDC, webchat is given the same priority as phone and email.”

What difference does it make to you?

“The difference it makes to my life is phenomenal. We moved to the Vale this year, which involved the usual 
need to change our address with various organisations. Usually I would have to wait for my hearing husband 
to come home and make those calls, or I would have to ask family to make calls on my behalf but webchat 
changed all that. I could sort out council tax and take some of the stress off my husband. Most importantly,  
I didn’t have to depend on others.”

What’s been your experience elsewhere?

“My water and gas companies use webchat and, again, it’s great. However, my husband and I bought some 
furniture from a leading store recently. They kept trying to phone me, despite me asking them not to! I could 
have sorted everything out on my lunch break if they’d had webchat, but instead I had to wait until my 
husband got home.”

What would you say to other organisations considering starting a webchat service?

“Do it! There are an estimated nine million people in the UK who are deaf or hard of hearing, and webchat 
can really cut the stress. Webchat reminds me that I am important and that my needs are recognised. It’s a 
great service for anyone, though – so easy, friendly and quick!”

Your Connected council
Need to know your next bin date? Want to change your address or 
report graffiti? - Just ask Alexa!
At the end of September we were thrilled to become the first council 
to start using Amazon Echo’s Alexa technology to access services. It 
means anyone with an Alexa device can use voice recognition to find out 
information about AVDC, or use some of our services. It’s often quicker  
and easier for customers, offers better accessibility and is much more  
cost-effective. If you haven’t got an Alexa, don’t worry, you can still  
contact us through all the usual channels. 

Catch us on webchat
Our webchat service is now used for more than 1,500 enquiries a month!  That’s an increase of more 
than 80% since last August.



Our plans for the future of Aylesbury Garden Town (AGT) are taking 
shape. Our emerging Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan sets out what 
becoming a garden town will mean and how the new status will be 
delivered. We also have a great new logo!

Making it happen

In order to achieve this vision it is vital that all the key 
partners involved in the development of the local  
area, work together to make the best use of the 
government funding we’ve received, which is now 
close to £1 million. A partnership has already been 
established, known as the AGT Project Team, with 
AVDC working alongside Bucks County Council and 
the two Local Enterprise Partnerships (South East 
Midlands and Buckinghamshire Thames Valley). This 
partnership will report into the now established AGT 
Delivery Board, who have responsibility and authority 
for the overall delivery of the project. Members of the 
board include Cllr Neil Blake the leader of AVDC and 
Cllr Bill Chapple, Cabinet Member at BCC, alongside 
government representatives.

We need you

As well as local businesses, landowners, developers 
and community groups, our residents will play a 

big part in shaping Aylesbury Garden Town and we 
need your input in order to draft a masterplan. Our 
dedicated Aylesbury Garden Town website will be 
launching shortly and if you would like to register your 
interest in receiving updates and sharing your views, 
go to www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/garden-town

The garden town vision
In our emerging Local Plan the aim is that by 
2033 Aylesbury Garden Town will have:

• a thriving and revitalised town centre

• quality homes, facilities, infrastructure  
and job opportunities

• distinctive garden communities,  
each with their own identity

• high quality, connected green space and 
good connections to rural surroundings

• walking, cycling and sustainable  
transport link
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Grow your own planning team!
To overcome the nationwide shortage of planning officers, 
we’ve embarked on a ‘grow your own’ programme. We 
searched for talented and enthusiastic graduates, with an 
appropriate qualification, that we could develop into fully 
qualified planning officers. The large number of applications 
were whittled down to seven candidates and the lucky seven 
were then put through a day’s assessment. 

We have now employed four applicants, who started in 
September and are looking forward to a great career in  
local government.

We will be running the scheme again next year.  
To find out about opportunities at AVDC, go to  
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/working-us

Lucie de la Mothe, Lina Faridoon, 
Daniel Legg and Alice Culver.



The finalised plan will be sent to the government inspector in January. Any comments made 
at this stage will also be sent to the inspector who can make amendments to the plan.

This incredibly complex plan has developed over the last few years with public comments 
being considered as part of the process. When it is finalised and approved by the 
government inspector, it will manage and direct growth in the Vale up to 2033.

The government has published a consultation about a new way of calculating housing 
needs. The consultation document contains transitional arrangements, which means the 
new method does not apply to the VALP. This will be picked up when the plan is reviewed.

The final round of consultation on our Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP) is now under 
way and runs until Thursday 14 December.

You can find the VALP online at  
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/localplan

Go to your local library or our office at  
The Gateway to read the paper version.or

Here are the key points:
It needs to plan for about 27,000 new homes by 2033 – though around half of these are 
either already built or have planning permission

Almost two-thirds will be built in and around Aylesbury as part of the Garden Town vision

Other growth areas are Buckingham, Haddenham and Winslow as the next most 
sustainable settlements

We are exploring the potential of housing at RAF Halton once it has closed in 2022

There is also a large housing development site going ahead at Salden Chase on the edge 
of Milton Keynes

Smaller levels of growth are planned at villages, a lot of which have neighbourhood 
plans in place or in progress. Neighbourhood plans have allowed the community to 
have a say in how their area develops and where growth should go

At present a new settlement is not being proposed. This may change in a future Local 
Plan review, once we have a clearer understanding of the government’s intention for the 
east-west expressway between Oxford and Cambridge
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8 • get involved
VALP 
Your last chance to comment

Buckingham celebrates its 10th anniversary 
as a Fairtrade Town
In September 2007 Buckingham gained Fairtrade Town status and since then 
has become known as a centre for ethical shopping, with a directory available 
online and in shops and businesses.  The aim is to support people in the 
poorest countries, ensuring that those who make the products that shoppers 
buy, are able to enjoy the fruits of their labour.  

Guests at the celebration event to mark Buckingham’s Fairtrade anniversary, 
heard how banana growers in Panama are benefiting from the initiative.  The 
price they have been able to achieve, as well as the 1% Fairtrade premium 
have lead to modernised business facilities, new jobs, and an improvement in 
social conditions such as schools and healthcare.

AVDC is working with the Buckingham Town Council to support the venture.  
You can find out more at www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk/town-matters/fairtrade/ 
or on Facebook.



is recycled into

Your

to power our
homes

FOOD WASTE
ENERGY

Recycle all your food waste to 
power our local community 

www.recycleforbuckinghamshire.co.uk/food

Although 
many of our 
residents 
are top-rate 
food waste 
recyclers 
already, you’ll 
notice these 
yellow stickers appearing on 
the general waste and mixed 
recycling bins around the Vale 
as a gentle reminder!

Bin stickers

AVT winter 2017 full page (redesign2+stickers).indd   1 02/10/2017   15:38:46



Limecart loves doing 
the jobs you hate!
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Call 01296 252000 to find out more about our services and  
discover how we can help make your life easier.

There are always those jobs you leave because you’d rather not do them - we’re all human! 
Maybe it’s giving the house a spring clean, or putting some shelves up. Well look no further, 
because Limecart, the new home and garden service, loves doing those jobs!

Limecart is part of AVDC’s commercial arm, Vale Commerce and 
we’ll shortly offer a trustworthy, professional and extremely 
competitive range of cleaning, handyman and domestic services 
across Aylesbury. Operating a credit system to fit all budgets, you 
can “pick and mix” what you want, on a monthly commitment. 
We’ll be flexible with timings to fit in around even the busiest of 
schedules and provide a service that allows you to focus on the 
tasks you want to do. 

All our trade personnel are experienced, reliable, DBS checked 
and fully insured. We’ll treat your home like it’s our own – your 
property couldn’t be in safer hands. Packages start from just £95 
(inc VAT) per month, which includes cleaning, window cleaning 
and wheelie bin cleaning services. All we ask for is a monthly 
commitment from you – and you’ll see the results in no time.

These are just some of the services 
we’ll offer:
• Professional home cleaning
• Commercial cleaning services
• Builder’s cleans
• End of tenancy cleaning
• Wheelie bin cleaning
• Window cleaning
• Oven cleaning
• Patio and driveway cleaning
• Handyman services
• Gutter clearing
• Ironing/laundry
• And so much more.

Limecart loves doing 
the jobs you hate!

The Incgen 5 Star 
Business Awards 
15 November is a big night on our calendar, as it’s the 
date of the Incgen 5 Star Business Awards, sponsored 

by AVDC and Mix96. 

Celebrating the best of commerce and industry 
across Aylesbury Vale, entries have been flooding 
in since the nominations “inbox” opened. 
Businesses are keen to win an award because it 

is good for their brand, makes them stand out 
from the competition and helps in the 

recruitment and retention of their staff. 

We’re absolutely delighted 
with the quality of the 
entries, demonstrating 
the imagination and 
innovation of local 
industry and we can’t wait 
to reveal the big winners 
at our glamorous awards ceremony. The categories 
include Boss of the Year, Creative Business of the 
Year , Leisure or Tourist Attraction of the Year – and 
many more. We’ll bring you the winners in our next 
edition and if you own or work for a local business 
that’s not in the running this time – we hope to see 
you and your business in the nominations next year!



Local students rise to 
the AVDC Apprentice 
Challenge

Over the summer, fourteen 
students from Sir Henry Floyd 

Grammar School in Aylesbury took part in the first ever 
AVDC Apprentice Challenge. The task was to devise a 
new and commercially viable product or service, that 
could be adopted by Vale Commerce – the business 
services arm of AVDC. The students had to present 

their ideas to a live audience and judging panel, that 
included AVDC’s leader, Cllr Neil Blake; CEO of The 
Works, Roger Bolton; MD of C-Net Solutions Ltd, Bob 
Charlton; and CEO of TEEG Digital, Carly Ward.

ValeEvents was chosen as the winning entry - a one-
stop shop website for organising events, parties and 
conferences. The winners went on to gain valuable 
work experience at AVDC. There’ll be another 
Apprentice Challenge next year, with the chance for 
more schools to take part.

Four years ago Roger Bolton walked into a meeting in his role as  
Food Director at BHS and by the time it had finished, without  
stopping to think, he’d resigned. 

For a while he’d been keen to start his own business 
and suddenly he had a feeling that the time was right.  
Almost a year later, in November 2014, the first branch of 
his restaurant group The Works opened in Aylesbury.

In case you’ve not visited yet – and if not, you should! – The 
Works’ mission statement is The Place to Meet, Eat and 
Treat.  At the top of Aylesbury’s Market Square, its windows 
stand out with their bold signage declaring that this is the 
place to get waffles, handmade ice creams, milkshakes and 
more. The inspiration for the unique eaterie comes from 
Roger’s wife Elaine’s experience of living in the US.  She 
loved the ice cream parlours there and saw a gap in the 
market for something similar in the UK, but offering brunch, 
lunch dinner - and cocktails too! Three years on and there’s 
a second branch of The Works in High Wycombe, with two 
more due to open next year.

Roger believes that at the heart of The Works’ success, 
is the fact he’s kept the business in the family. He and 
Elaine are co-owners, with sons Sam and Tom on the 

Board, along with Tom’s best friend, Freddie.  Being 
part of the local community is a big part of Roger’s 
ethos too and this can involve anything from corporate 
relationships, to taking The Works’ ice cream bike out 
and about to support events. Roger finds it hard to 
believe how far he’s come as an entrepreneur in just 
three years, but there’s no doubt about it, this Vale 
family business looks set to scale even greater heights.

The Vale entrepreneur who’s put his 
family at the heart of doing business!

WIN, WIN, WIN!
The Works are offering a lucky winner the 
chance to get their hands on a £100 voucher for  
a slap-up meal at The Works.  All you have to  
do to enter is visit their website and sign 
up for their monthly newsletter.  Just go to 
eatattheworks.co.uk/newsletter and enter your 
details by Friday 1st December. Good luck!

business focus • 11

WIN!
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Recycle your Christmas 
- things ‘Yule’ need to know!
Much of your Christmas waste will be 
recyclable including: 

✔✔ Christmas cards (no foil or glitter please) 

✔✔ Paper plates (unsoiled) 

✔✔ Hats and paper crackers (no snap please)

✔✔ Plastic and tin sweet containers 

✔✔ Cleaned aluminium foil 

✔✔ Wrapping paper and gift tags  
(remove any ribbons and bows first) 

✔✔ Card packaging

If you have extra recycling that does 
not fit into your bin, please put it  in a 
clear bag or cardboard box next to the 
bin. Please leave your bin out visibly 
on the pavement – or where your home 
meets the public highway - by 6:30am 
on the day of your collection.

Usual collection day Revised collection day

Tuesday 26 December 
(Boxing Day)

Wednesday 27 December

Wednesday 27 
December 

Thursday 28 December

Thursday 28 
December 

Friday 29  
December

Friday 29 December
Saturday 30 
December 

Christmas bin 
collection changeS

RECYCLE

WASTE

FOOD

CADDY

Collection 
week

Last garden 
collection 2017

Next garden 
collection 2018

Rubbish
Monday  
20 November

Monday  
29 January

Recycling
Monday  
27 November

Monday  
5 February

Garden Waste 
COLLECTIONS
If you’re one of the 21,000 residents signed up to 
our garden waste collection service, you’ll know 
that the fortnightly service stops at the end of 
November and starts again at the end of January. 

Cu
t o

ut
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New fleet  
coming soon!

By the end of the year we’ll have a new state of the 
art, technologically advanced and more sustainable 
fleet on the road. We’ve previously opted for leased 
vehicles, but after a detailed review of the waste 
and recycling service in the Vale, it was established 
that it would be more cost-effective long-term to 
purchase the vehicles.

There will be 26 new vehicles in total and the 
chosen suppliers for the new fleet are Faun Zoeller, 
Mercedes, Dennis Eagle and Geesinknorba. These 
suppliers and the products that they use are 
considered the market leaders in their industry and 
our aim is to ensure that the new fleet is the best 
value for money, the safest, the most economic 
and of the best quality.

Christmas clear-out
Get rid of unwanted household items with our  
bulky waste collection service. 

There is a minimum charge of £75 (non refundable), 
which will cover the collection of up to three items; each 

additional item costs £5. We will collect up 
to a maximum of 8 items. Two dining chairs 
or stools count as one item.

We’ll collect any bagged small electrical 
items or textiles for free at 
the same time that we collect 

the bulky item. No limit 
applies.

Book online at at: 
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/bulkyitems
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Early intervention approach is helping tackle homelessness 
Inspiring stories about how a new support service is changing lives were 
shared at its official launch in September. The Resilience Service, provided 
by local charity Connection Support, helps people at risk of becoming 
homeless, before they get to crisis point.  The early intervention project  
was set up with government funding, which AVDC bid for with the other 
district councils in Bucks and Buckinghamshire County Council.  

A range of issues in people’s lives can put their housing at risk, challenges such 
as job loss, family breakdown and bereavement. If several happen at once 
their ability to cope is affected and they may need help to keep their home. The Resilience 
officers work with local partners and organisations across Bucks, offering practical advice 
and support, as well as guidance on financial matters and help with new skills, building 
confidence and preventing homelessness in the future.

Thirty seven year old mum of four, Jasmine, whose name has been changed for her 
protection, has benefited from the support. A victim of domestic violence, she found herself 
socially isolated and struggling with her finances and was identified as at risk of losing her 
home. A Resilience officer helped her get back on her feet, so she is now better able to 
cope and remain in her property.

If you are struggling to pay the rent, or keep up to date with mortgage payments, you can contact  
Connection Support on 01296 484322 or email resilience@connectionsupport.org.uk in complete confidence.

Support

Aylesbury Women’s Aid 
– supporting victims of 
domestic violence 
Aylesbury Women’s Aid is a local 
charity that helps women who are 
experiencing, or have experienced, 
domestic abuse.  It’s supported by 
AVDC and is one of our Vale Lottery 
good causes.

The United Nations has officially recognised 
25 November as International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence Against Women. Each 
year, this date marks 16 days of activism against 
gender based violence.  Wearing a white ribbon 
during this time is seen as a personal pledge 
never to commit, condone or remain silent 
about, violence against women.

For anyone experiencing domestic violence, 
asking for support and advice is often very 
difficult, but Aylesbury Women’s Aid can provide 
advice at the right level for you, your children, 
family and friends.  Contact Aylesbury Women’s 
Aid in confidence on 01297 437777 or find out 
more at www.aylesburywomensaid.org.uk



SAME DAY 
SKIP HIRE

Embracing Zero 
Landfill

Providing skips in your area since 1997 

01296 651678
Licensed by The Environment Agency EPR/BB3634RA

www.bucksrecycling.co.uk

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY 
£250* per person

Covers Health & Finance 2 home visits, advice and certification 
* OPG charges of £82 per application are extra

WILLS IN ENGLISH
In essence you don’t have a Will if you die without one

Wills from £80 if you don’t have one 
Compliant with the IPW code of practice

Phone: 07962 157843 / 01491 638075 
Email: edward@willsinenglish.com

Edward Briscoe MIPW



On the road again!
We were out and 
about with our 
Roadshow again 
this summer, 
visiting 14 local 
events, that 
were attended 
by more than 
35,000 people 

in total. We dropped in to some great days out 
across the Vale, including Play in the Park, Bucks 
County Show and also the Eid Fayre Celebrations at 
Aylesbury Mosque. 

The roadshow is manned by volunteer staff, along 
with AVDC councillors and gives residents a chance 
to talk to us about what we’re up to and find out about 
our new services. One of the big attractions was the 
chance to strike up a conversation with Amazon’s 
Alexa. Artificial Intelligence is at the forefront of  
our digital strategy and we are using it to improve 
customer service. Alexa 
proved popular with adults 
and children alike, as did the 
competition to win one! 

The feedback from the events 
was really positive – a big 
thank you to everyone who 
visited our marquee!
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A place in history

Listed in the Doomsday book, Stewkley is steeped in 
history, with a Norman church at its heart dating back 
to 1150 AD and a 16C Tudor manor house once owned 
by the son of Geoffrey Chaucer. The blue plaque in Ivy 

Lane lays claim to the fact that 
between 1912-1914, Emmeline 
and Sylvia Pankhurst resided there.  
A place to retreat to from the political 
storm in London, where they 
championed the suffragette cause. 

Fight or flight!

In 1968 Stewkley had to fight for its 
very existence, having been chosen 
as the site for London’s third 
airport. The village would have 
been destroyed along with others 
nearby. An Action Committee 
was formed by local residents, lead by the 
headmaster of the village school, Geoffrey Ginn. Together 
with a regional campaigning body called the Wing 
Airport Resistance Association, the campaigners finally 
saved the village, but not until it had been debated in 
Parliament on three separate occasions. The Airport 
Monument and Spinney on the outskirts of the village 
commemorates that victory. 

Community spirit

With approximately 2,500 residents, agriculture is 
still at the very heart of village life and tractors are a 
frequent sight. There are two pubs, two churches, a 
hairdressers, primary school and a village shop. And 
more amenities are being added all the time, with 
a recent major renovation of the village hall and a 
purpose-built Scout Hut set to be built. 

For those who like to get involved, there are local clubs 
and organisations, including the Stewkley Players who 
put on performances twice a year. To find out more about 
what’s going on in the village, you can check out the ‘The 
Stewkley Grapevine’ magazine or visit www.stewkley.org

So, next time you are passing Stewkley, why not 
stop a while and enjoy an escape to the country!

St Michael and All 
Angels Church Stewkley

St Michael and All 
Angels Church Stewkley

This seven times winner of Buckinghamshire’s 
Best Kept Village is quintessentially English, 
but definitely not sleepy! 

Spotlight on 
Stewkley

Emmeline  
Pankhurst

Spotlight on 
Stewkley



INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

ETON MESS WAFFLECOCKTAILS

THE PLACE TO MEET, EAT & TREAT
7-9 MARKET SQUARE, AYLESBURY, HP20 1TA  01296 437289

aylesbury@eatattheworks.co.uk
eatattheworks.co.uk

HOT DOG WAFFLE

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!
A GLASS OF PROSECCO, A SAVOURY COURSE, 

A SWEET COURSE AND TEA OR COFFEE

£20 PER PERSON
BOOKINGS BEING TAKEN NOW!

/eatattheworks

BREAKFAST WAFFLE

Festive fun with AVDC in Aylesbury
There’s lots going on across the 
Vale this Christmas. Opposite 
you’ll find our winter What’s on 
cut out and keep for a full round-
up of where to go to make the 
most of the yuletide season. 

In Aylesbury town centre, we’re 
ramping up the entertainment factor. It all kicks off with 
the Christmas lights switch-on from 5.30pm, on  
16 November. Mix96 will be there, along with stars  
from the Waterside’s pantomime, Su Pollard, La Voix  
and Andy Collins. There’ll also be a funfair, a range of 
street food and a fireworks finale!

On Sunday 26 November it’s Santa’s Sunday Fun 
Day, with the ever popular Santa’s Dash sprinting 
through town from Kingsbury from 9am, in aid of 

charity. This is followed by the 
Christmas Parade, with lots of 
other attractions to enjoy.

If you need to grab some 
gifts, then check out the 
Christmas Craft and Gift Fair, 
in Market Square on Sunday 
3 December. It’s great for 
finding personal, handcrafted 
and unique presents and you 
can also enjoy festive music from a 
live jazz band. In addition, there’ll 
be late night shopping every 
Thursday from 7 December 
until Christmas, with free 
parking from 4.30pm in 
AVDC town centre car parks.

For more on what’s happening in Aylesbury, go to visitaylesbury.co.uk

16 • festive fun



2nd/3rd December
9th/10th December

16th/17th December

Buckinghamshire Railway Centre
Station Road, Quainton, Near Aylesbury HP22 4BY

Day Out With Thomas™ Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends™ Based on The Railway Series by The Reverend W Awdry. © 2017 Gullane (Thomas) Limited.
Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends, Thomas & Friends and Day Out With Thomas™ are trademarks of Gullane (Thomas) Limited. © 2017 HIT Entertainment Limited.

NOVEMBER
11&12 Nov, Interactive Walking Play, 6-8pm, Aylesbury 
Town Centre. Around the cobbled streets of Aylesbury’s 
Old Town. www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk/event

11 Nov-9 Dec, Off the Wall Art Fair, Tue-
Sat 10am-4pm Queens Park Arts Centre. 
Original and affordable art to buy for 
Christmas. www.buckscountymuseum.org

11 Nov–2 Jan Christmas at Waddesdon. Enchanted 
menagerie, Imaginarium light and sound show & the 
willow lantern walk: www.waddesdon.org.uk

15-17 Nov, Stewkley Players 118th production  
‘Death by Design’, 8pm, Memorial Hall, Stewkley. 
www.stewkleyplayers.co.uk

16 Nov, Brunch with Bruce, 10.30am, readings 
by actor Bruce Alexander (ITV’s Touch of Frost), 
Haddenham Community Library. For more 
5th birthday celebration events go to  
www.haddenhamcommunitylibrary.org.uk 
16 Nov, Christmas Lights Switch-on, 5.30-8pm, Market 

Square, Aylesbury. www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/events

18 Nov, Pace Christmas gift fair, 10am–2pm, AVDC’s 
Gateway Offices, Aylesbury. Beautiful selection of gifts, in 
aid of the children’s charity, Pace. www.thepacecentre.org

25 Nov, Pamper & Shopping Evening 7pm Chilterns 
MS Centre, Wendover. In aid of the Chilterns MS Centre. 
www.chilternsmscentre.org

25 Nov, Buckingham Rotary Club’s Wine Festival, 
10am-5pm, Buckingham Community Centre. Contact: 
jeff@samwellassociates.co.uk

26 Nov, Christmas Lights Switch-on Buckingham, 6-7pm, 
The Old Gaol, Buckingham. www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk

26 Nov, Vale Vintage Winter Fair, Weston Turville 
Village Hall. Selling vintage, retro and handmade 
items. www.facebook.com/valevintagefairs

26 Nov, Santa’s Sunday Fun Day 10.45am-3pm  
& Santa Dash 9am, Market Square, Aylesbury.

30 Nov, Christmas Lights Switch-on Winslow,  
5.30-8.30pm. www.winslowtowncouncil.gov.uk

DECEMBER

What’s on? This winter
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2 Dec, Christmas Fair, 11am-5pm, The Piazza, 
Watermead. Traditional and quirky gifts for all the 
family. www.watermead-pc.gov.uk

2,3,9,10,16&17 Dec, A Festive Day Out With Thomas, 
10.30am-5pm, Buckinghamshire Railway Centre, 
Quainton. Receive a present from Father Christmas 
whilst travelling on a train being pulled by Thomas the 
Tank Engine! www.bucksrailcentre.org

3 Dec, Christmas Craft and Gift Fair, 11am-3pm,  
Market Square, Aylesbury.   
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/events

3 Dec, Mayor’s Carol Service, 5.30-7pm, St Mary`s 
Church, Aylesbury.

6 Dec, Wendover Christmas Event, 4-7pm, Manor 
Waste, Wendover. Late night shopping, a Christmas 
street market and Santa’s grotto. www.wendovernews.co.uk

8-31 Dec, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, 
matinee and evening performances, Waterside 
Theatre, Aylesbury. www.atgtickets.com

8–30 Dec, Pinocchio (Pantomime), Queens Park Arts 
Centre & Limelight Theatre. A festive adventure in 
toyland! www.qpc.org

9 Dec, Watermead Carol Concert 6pm, Watermead 
Piazza. www.watermead-pc.gov.uk

9 Dec, Buckingham Christmas Parade, 10.45am-
12.30pm, Town Centre, Buckingham. Marching bands 
and Christmas floats. www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk

9 Dec, Haddenham Winterfest, 12-5pm, Banks Park, 
Haddenham. Real Ale Festival with live music and 
festive food. www.haddenham-beer-festival.co.uk

10 Dec, Festive Family Fun,  
11 am– 4pm, Aylesbury, Market Square and Friars 
Square

10 Dec, Carol Fest, 6- 7pm,  
St Mary’s Church, Aylesbury  
www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk

20, 22&23 Dec, Santa Specials, 
9.45am-5pm, Buckinghamshire Railway Centre, 
Quainton. Receive a present from Father Christmas 
whilst travelling on a steam train! Plus face painting, 
refreshments, live kids show and more, all included. 
www.bucksrailcentre.org

FEBRUARY
1-3 Feb, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, Winslow 
Players, Public Hall Winslow. A fun-filled family panto. 
www.winslowplayers.co.uk

12-16 Feb, Half Term Holiday Workshops for Children, 
10am-3pm, Queens Park Arts, Aylesbury. All 
workshops suitable for ages 7+. www.qpc.org

Get of Christmas 
for just  

at the Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity 
Furniture Showroom on  

Chamberlain Road, Aylesbury 
www.fnhospice.org.uk/furniture-showroom 

Registered Charity No. 111499 

If you have an event that’s taking place between 
March – June 2018, please contact  
whatson@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

18 • what’s on?
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Get in touch today
01296 331 749
memorysupport@alzheimers.org.uk

Memory Support  
Service
Here for everyone worried about 
their memory in Buckinghamshire
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Our club focus this time is on the 
Winslow Players. The amateur 

dramatic company describe themselves as “small, but 
perfectly formed” and are currently celebrating their 
50th anniversary. 

They performed 
their first 
production 
of Aladdin in 
February 1968 
and have gone 
on to provide 
entertainment for 

the people of Winslow and surrounding areas, using the 
inexhaustible talent of local enthusiasts.

In the early days their Patron was none other than stage 
and screen royalty, Dame Margaret Rutherford, however, 

due to ill health 
she was never 
actually able 
to see a show. 
She missed 
out, as their 
repertoire has 
been diverse 
over the years, 
from panto, to classics, through to home grown plays. 

There have been some defining moments in their 
history, like the time they experienced a power cut mid-
panto and had to continue by torchlight. The show must 
go on though, as they say in theatre land and they’ll 
be back on stage with The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, a 
pantomime, in February. For more, visit  
www.winslowplayers.co.uk

Unleash your creativity  
at the Waterside!

Aylesbury Waterside Theatre’s Creative 
Learning team encourages all ages to 
explore the world of performing arts and 
also supports the venue’s commitment to 
accessible performances, with lots coming 
up over the festive season and into 2018.

Did you know the Waterside offers term-
time Theatre Clubs for all the family?

The Family Theatre Club for parents/
guardians and children, runs every 

Saturday during term time. There are two sessions: Act 1, 
10.15 – 11.15am for 2 – 6 year olds and Act 2, 11.30am – 12.30pm 
for 7 – 12 years (pre-booking required). Find out more on the 
Family Theatre Club at atgtickets.com/aylesbury

There’s also Stage Left Theatre Club for 5-10 year olds, every 
Tuesday during term time, 5 – 6pm, which helps develop skills, 
nurture creativity and build confidence through music, dance  
and drama. 

Access for all

The theatre regularly hosts a range of special theatre experiences 
for patrons with specific needs. These include dementia friendly 
screenings, signed performances and relaxed performances. To 
find out more contact the Freephone Access Customer Line 0800 
912 6971, or visit the Aylesbury Waterside Theatre Box Office to 
speak to the venue’s Access Champion, Christopher Leathers.

WIN, WIN, WIN!
Christmas is just around the corner  
– OH YES IT IS!

And for your chance to win four tickets 
to Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs at 
Aylesbury Waterside Theatre on Friday 8 
December, 7pm, all you have to do is find 
the Christmas baubles hidden in this 
magazine. There are five in total. 

Just email us your entry telling us on 
which pages you’ve spotted the baubles, 
along with your name and phone number 
to communications@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk. 
Or post your answer with your contact 
details to Snow White Competition, 
Communications & Marketing, AVDC,  
The Gateway, Gatehouse Road, Aylesbury 
HP19 8FF. Closing date is 24 November, 
when a winner will be drawn.  Good luck!

Join the club!

WIN!
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Local Loves with 
Ben & Nia
The Mix96 Breakfast team keep the Vale 
entertained every morning from 6-9am. Nia Visser 
has been presenting the show since last year and 
says even though she isn’t a morning person, she 
loves every minute. She grew up just over the 
border in Hertfordshire and has never strayed far 
because there’s so much to do in Herts and Bucks! 
Co-presenter Ben Moseby is new to the area, 
having moved to the Vale from Devon a few years 
ago. He lives here with his wife Laura and their 
children. Here the pair share some of their top Vale 
places to visit…

Favourite Vale 
attraction:

Ben: I think it would be 
the Green Dragon Eco 
Farm in Hogshaw. My 
children, George and 
Daisy, really enjoyed 
being able to get up 
close and personal 
with lots of different  

              animals. 

Nia: I love the Aylesbury Waterside Theatre and was 
totally blown away by Curious Incident of the Dog 
in the Night. And I’m already excited for this year’s 
panto…oh yes I am! 

Favourite Vale Pub:

Ben: We live near to The Bugle Horn in Stone so 
frequent there quite a lot. They serve some lovely 
meals and it’s cosy during the colder months too  
with the log fire. 

Nia: I recently discovered The Oak in Aston Clinton, 
so that’s my current favourite. Their famous hanging 
kebabs are pretty tasty!

Favourite Vale restaurant?

Ben: For takeaways, we are big fans of Jeera Indian 
restaurant in Stone. I also filmed a short piece at Lucca 
in Wendover recently as part of our Restaurant Of The 
Week feature on Mix96 and sampled some of their 

pizza, pasta…and gin - it was great!

Nia: Every few weeks we have ‘Bacon Friday’ and I run 
round to The Coffee Tree in Aylesbury to grab a tasty 
fresh bacon bap. If it’s an evening dine, then I love a 
visit to No2 Pound Street in Wendover. I’m a cheese 
board fan and it’s perfect for a girls’ night or date out! 

Best day 
out in the 
Vale?

Ben: We 
love family 
walks with 
the children 
and our dog, 
Mac. Taking 

a walk down to Eythrope and through the Waddesdon 
estate is always good. A particular favourite of the 
children though is Wendover Woods, where we can go 
on the Gruffalo trail. 

Favourite memory in the Vale?

Nia: I’ll never forget coming to Aylesbury on the train 
as a teenager with a big group of my school friends 
to see ‘The Rocky Horror Picture Show’ in a pop-up 
cinema. We followed the show tradition of getting 
dressed up in fishnet tights and, let’s just say, outfits 
that I’m surprised our mothers let us out in!

Green Dragon Eco 
Farm in Hogshaw

Waddesdon Manor

No2 Pound Street 
in Wendover
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SIMMS
C H I R O P R A C T I C

Aylesbury

BOOK YOUR CONSULTATION TODAY

Duck Farm Court, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP20 2SQ

Do you suffer from any of the following?

- Lower back pain
- Neck pain

- Headaches
- Vertigo

- Nerve pain
- Sports injury

- Whiplash
- Joint stiffness

Registered with the General Chiropractic Council        Member of the United Chiropractic Association  

07763 595 000
/SimmsChiropractic

SimmsChiropractic@gmail.com

Simms-Chiropractic.com

We always provide:

A care plan tailored to YOU

Frequent reviews to 
monitor your progress

Clear explanations 

A friendly, relaxed 
environment

McTimoney Chiropractic
- A gentle, precise technique
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£5 OFF
SIMMS
C H I R O P R A C T I C

Aylesbury

07763 595 000
Duck Farm Court, Aylesbury

your first 
appointment*

*1. This voucher guarantees the holder a discount of £5 off their first appointment. 2. Usable for first 
appointment only.  3. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offers. 4. Expires 01/05/2018.

£5 OFF
SIMMS
C H I R O P R A C T I C

Aylesbury

07763 595 000
Duck Farm Court, Aylesbury

a friend’s first 
appointment*

*1. This voucher guarantees the holder a discount of £5 off their first appointment. 2. Usable for first 
appointment only.  3. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offers. 4. Expires  01/05/2018.
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