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Dear Mr Payne 

 

Submission Aston Clinton Neighbourhood Plan 

 

I act on behalf of Kler Group Limited who have land hold interests at Aston Clinton.   

 

You may be aware that my clients have demonstrated delivery of housing in order to further the aims 

of sustainability with three proposals at Land off Chapel Drive, Green End Street, Aston Clinton as 

shown on the attached plan. 

 

Whilst one of my client’s proposals was the subject of an appeal, the first phase for 47 houses, the 

subsequent second and third phases comprising 95 houses and 7 houses respectively were granted 

by Aylesbury Vale District Council following consultation with statutory and non-statutory consultees 

and key stakeholders including the Parish Council. 

 

My client has further land available to deliver additional housing, to be accessed through the earlier 

approved phases. 

 

There are no technical objections to my client’s proposals, including in relation to access matters.  

Indeed, I would note that the County Council as Highway Authority have previously requested that 

Bellway Homes, delivering my client’s proposals, ensure that the strategic road network within the new 

housing development is wide enough to enable further housing to be accessed through the new 

proposals coming out onto Chapel Drive, Green End Street. 

 

My clients have been engaging in the plan making process in Aylesbury Vale, whilst I have been in 

contact with the Parish Council to establish progress and on-going work with the emerging 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

My client is a key stakeholder in plan making in Aston Clinton, having delivered housing to meet both 

open market and affordable needs, which is in addition to assisting Aylesbury Vale in dealing with a 

regrettable housing land supply situation in the recent past.  My clients have also remained committed 

to the delivery of a wide package of mitigation measures including via the Section S106 regime. 

 

The need to deliver sustainable development is at the heart of plan making, as confirmed by 

Paragraph 151 of the National Planning Policy Framework which makes clear that local plans must be 

prepared with the objective of contributing to the achievement of sustainable development, 

consistent with the principles and policies set out in the Framework, including the presumption in favour 

of sustainable development. 
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Furthermore, paragraph 183 of the Framework makes clear that neighbourhood planning gives 

communities direct power to develop a shared vision for the neighbourhood, this is in the context of 

delivering sustainable development.  Neighbourhood planning should be aligned with the strategic 

needs and priorities of the local area and neighbourhood plans must be in general conformity with 

the strategic policies of the Local Plan (paragraph 184 of the Framework). 

 

As you will be aware, the Aston Clinton Neighbourhood Plan must promote sustainable development 

so as to meet the Basic Conditions required of it.  The submission draft Neighbourhood Plan does not 

allocate any land for housing, it envisages very limited opportunities for new housing, and its policies 

and proposals are overly protectionist.  This is in the context of the language of the National Planning 

Policy Framework which requires the planning system to be proactive, take account of, recognise, 

support, encourage, promote and actively manage rather than resist, protect, avoid and reject.  This 

is the sea change that the Framework brought about when compared with the previous suite of 

Planning Policy Guidance Notes and Planning Policy Statement’s. 

 

Important context to the emerging Neighbourhood Plan is that the Aylesbury Vale Local Plan has just 

been submitted for examination.  This Plan sets out a blanket protection seeking no housing allocations 

to Aston Clinton in an extensive plan period extending 15 years to 2033.  Despite Aston Clinton sitting 

towards the top of the settlement hierarchy, and having the added locational sustainability 

advantage of being in close proximity to Aylesbury (the largest town in the District), the strategic plan 

prepared by the District Council does not envisage any housing growth.  There is a clear dis-connect 

between the overarching strategy of the plan and the delivery of housing.  The emerging strategic 

plan turns its back on Aston Clinton and in so doing, and in applying blanket restriction policy, it is in 

conflict with the NPPG which strongly advises against blanket restriction policies.  My clients have 

made representations to the draft versions of the strategic Local Plan and will be attending the 

Examination in due course in order to make oral submissions on this matter.  If the provisions of the 

NPPG are to be followed there will inevitably be additional housing directed to Aston Clinton in the 

period to 2033. 

 

I raise these issues now, since there is a very great risk that the Neighbourhood Plan, in similarly applying 

blanket restriction policy on new housing at Aston Clinton, will not only fail the provisions of the NPPG 

but would also in a very short period of time not be in accordance with, and indeed be in direct 

conflict with, the strategic local plan for the District.  This has implications for the weight that can be 

attributed to the provisions of the Neighbourhood Plan and in turn would be a wasted opportunity in 

bringing forward the Neighbourhood Plan which does not seek to further the aims of sustainable 

development. 

 

These are not insignificant matters.  They warrant detailed consideration through oral evidence rather 

than a simple written exchange. 

 

I would therefore respectfully urge for you to consider whether a hearing should be heard into the 

representations before you, so as to fully assess these important matters which go to the heart of the 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Michael Robson 

Director  

 

Enclosure 




