
Clarification on the Neighbourhood Plan and Planning Application process 

It has come to our attention that there is some confusion in the community about the 

relationship between the neighbourhood plan and the current planning application on Molly’s 

Field. The following points are written with the aim of providing a better understanding about 

how these processes are separate but interact. 

 If the neighbourhood plan were to receive a majority ‘yes’ vote at the referendum and 

go on to be ‘made’ the principle of having development on the site would be 

established and the criteria set out in policy SC2 would apply when deciding the 

current outline application and any future applications including reserved matters 

applications (which deal with the more detailed points of the development). A 

planning application would still have propose the detail of the scheme (layout, 

landscaping, house types etc) and this would be decided in the same way it would 

otherwise, such as at committee. An application could be refused on the detail of the 

proposal but not on the principle of development. 

 If the neighbourhood plan were to receive a majority ‘no’ vote at referendum the 

neighbourhood plan would not progress any further and the document would have no 

weight in making planning decisions.  

 The current planning application would still have to be determined, it would be 

decided against the AVDLP polices and national polices (but there the criteria in the 

neighbourhood plan will not be able to be used). The principle of development 

wouldn’t have been established with an allocation but there would still have to be 

planning reasons justifying the grant of permission or refusal of permission. The site 

was considered partly suitable in the HELAA (Housing and Economic Land 

Availability Assessment) and is included as a proposed allocation in the VALP which 

is timetable for adoption late in 2018, if this progressed through the examination as 

drafted this would also establish the principle of development on the site with the 

criteria set out in the VALP policy D-SCD008 (the VALP is currently being consulted 

on until the 14th December, for more details visit www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/valp-

proposed-submission) .  

 If a planning application was refused the developer could put in an amended scheme 

if a neighbourhood plan was or wasn’t in place. They could also appeal against a 

refusal and an independent planning inspector would made a decision on the 

planning application.   

 If the neighbourhood plan were to receive a majority ‘no’ vote at referendum the 

neighbourhood plan and the village still wanted a neighbourhood plan in place it 

would have to prepare a new neighbourhood plan and go through the various stages 

of consultation, examination and referendum again. 
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