
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Community Chest 
a partnership initiative 

 

Year Nine Report 
2015 – 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Community Chest Annual Report, 2015-16        

1  

 

Above: Working Together, 8th June 2016 – group photo of Community Chest Grant Recipients, Westbury Village Hall 
www.mjdphoto.biz   

Front Cover: (clockwise from top left) Drayton Parslow Parish Council (Karate Club in the Village Hall), Calibre Audio Library 
volunteers, Stoke Hammond Community Association, Bearbrook Running Club (triathlon training), Horses Helping People CIC, Soulbury 
Village Cricket Club  

Photographs in this report are either provided by the projects themselves, taken by Grants Panel members or by MJD Photography unless 
otherwise acknowledged.  www.mjdphoto.biz 
 
  

 

 

£4.1 million distributed through the Community Chest over 
the past nine years has enabled voluntary and community organisations 

to invest more than £32.5 million in services, activities and facilities 
for people living and working in or visiting Aylesbury Vale 

 
 

 

 

 

More than 1,250 volunteers supported 
the 79 projects which were funded 

by the Community Chest in 2015-16 
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Grants Panel Membership 2015-16 
Aylesbury Vale District Council 

Cllr Janet Blake, Member for Stewkley 

Cllr Paul Irwin, Member for Waddesdon 

Cllr Gary Powell, Member for Walton Court & Hawkslade 
(panel member to March 2016) 

Vale of Aylesbury Housing Trust 
Katie Ayala, Stakeholder Engagement Manager  
(panel member from January 2016) 
Penny Foulds, Head of Finance                   
Grants Panel Chairman 2015-16 
Kate Russell, Director of People and Performance 
(panel member up to January 2016) 
Masaud Subedar, Head of Community Services 
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 What is the Community Chest? 
In 2006, Aylesbury Vale District Council (AVDC) transferred its 
housing stock to the Vale of Aylesbury Housing Trust (The 
Trust).  This partnership fund, jointly managed for community 
projects, was set up by the two organisations as part of the 
stock transfer.  Each partner contributes equally to the agreed 
budget of £500,000 per year (including administration costs).  This ten year fund ends in March 2017. 
Applications are welcome from charities, voluntary and community groups, parish councils and social 
enterprises, for projects taking place in Aylesbury Vale which contribute to one or more of our five 
priority areas, listed above right. 
During 2015/16, seventy nine grants totalling £503,169 were awarded.  Since 2007, 694 grants have 
been awarded, and a total of £4,092,779 has been distributed to benefit people in Aylesbury Vale. 
The grants budget for this year benefited from £31,000 additional funding, refunded from previous 
grants, due to two projects which did not go ahead and three which came in under budget.  

A list of 2015-16 grants can be found on pages 9-10.  Funding is awarded through three grant streams: 

• Microgrants up to £1,000 are assessed and awarded monthly using a scoring system.   
Forty-six organisations received microgrants in year nine, with an average value of £854. 

• Project Grants up to £25,000 are reviewed three times a year by a Grants Panel (see below), 
which consists of three AVDC councillors and three representatives from the Trust.   
Twenty one project grants averaging £14,613 were approved in 2015-16. 

• Three Year Revenue Grants (3YR) – up to £20,000 pa. Twelve grants averaging £13,083 per 
year were awarded by the Panel in November 2013 for the funding period 2014-17.   

  

Report from the Grants Panel Chairman 

When I joined the Trust, nearly 10 years ago, one of my first jobs was working with 
AVDC to set up the Community Chest. However it wasn’t until I joined the panel that 
I understood the impact that the Community Chest has on the community.  

I have met so many enthusiastic volunteers and staff members, passionate about 
what they do, and freely giving up their time to support their communities.  

The first AGM I attended was for Chilterns MS Centre where over 100 people had 
given up their Sunday afternoon to support the Centre and get involved. I loved my 
visit to Stocklake Park School where I met their dog, Patience, who works with 
children with disabilities. I have also been lucky enough to attend the 10-year 

celebration of the Amazing Donkey Youth Club in Wendover, the opening of a mural under a canal 
bridge in Aylesbury, which was designed and painted by young people, and the launch of the Art of 
Islam exhibition at Bucks County Museum, where I met a wonderful 90 year old volunteer!  

I’m proud to have been part of the Community Chest and very privileged that I have witnessed the 
difference, first hand, it can make to people’s lives.  

Thank you all for your part in the success of the Community Chest 
funding. 

Penny Foulds, Head of Finance, Vale of Aylesbury Housing Trust 

Young Carers in Schools Awards 

• Cohesive and Strong Communities 

• Safer Communities 

• Thriving Economy 

• Sustainable Environment 

• Health and Wellbeing 
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Microgrants  

In rural areas, sports clubs 
and community buildings 
provide meeting places 
and a wide range of 
events and activities to 
help overcome rural and 
social isolation.   

A small injection of grant 
funding can be added to 
the time and effort of 
volunteers and local 
community fundraising, 
to improve facilities. 

A quick turnaround on 
these monthly grants can 
make all the difference. 

Project Grants  
Just three examples of the wide 
variety of projects supported: 
match-funding to lever in 
grants to revive a towpath; an 
awareness raising campaign to 
help identify and support 
young carers in schools; and 
signage at nature reserves. 

3YR Grants  
We’ve awarded twelve groups 
funding for running costs from 
2014-17 including:  youth 
provision in Buckingham;  a 
specialist preschool for children 
with autistic spectrum 
disorders in Middle Claydon;  
Aylesbury Vale Vision Network 
Coordinator – managing a service to recruit and train volunteers to support visually impaired people 
across Aylesbury Vale. 

Working Together 2016 

This year’s celebration event for grant recipients was held at Westbury’s fabulous new 
village hall, in the North West corner of Aylesbury Vale, about 5 miles from Buckingham. 
The evening started with tasters from new suppliers lined up for the shop, followed by a 
guided tour, from accessible changing rooms through the hall and bar to the volunteer 
run shop and café.  It was great to see so many local people using the facilities, from 
shop and café customers to the newly rejuvenated village youth club, which brings 
together local young people who attend six different schools. 

Aston Clinton Bowls 
Club 

Buckingham West 
End Bowls Club Winslow Bowls Club 

Edgcott Village Hall Ivinghoe Old School 
Community Hub IQRA 

Buckingham Canal 
Society Carers Bucks BBOWT 

Buckingham Youth 
Clubs Puzzle Pre School Bucks Vision 
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Sue Barrett and Robin Bone gave us an overview of the Westbury project, 
from engaging the local community in planning and development, through 
the time and effort involved in fundraising, management of the project 
delivery and all the 1001 small decisions that have to be taken along the 
way. 
Everyone was very impressed with the results, and several groups have 
taken away ideas they want to try with their own community buildings. 
Outgoing Grants Panel Chairman Penny Foulds, Head of Finance at Vale of 
Aylesbury Housing Trust, spoke about the range of different projects funded 
through the Community Chest, having visited the Chilterns MS Centre, 
Stocklake Park’s School Dog and Aylesbury Youth Concern during her year as 
chair. 
Buckingham Canal Society gave a technical presentation about their work 
to restore and conserve the Buckingham Arm of the Canal, from their 
beginnings as a heritage society to now being fully immersed in excavating, 
relining and re-watering canal sections, rebuilding and maintaining 
towpaths, involving around 8,000 hours of volunteer time each year. 
Buckingham Youth Clubs shared the story of their journey from facing 
closure due to County Council cuts through developing a locally owned and 
managed service to continue to provide evening and school holiday 
activities and clubs for young people in Buckingham Town. 
BuDS, Bucks Disability Service described the misconceptions around how to 
involve people with disabilities in community activities and events, and 
showed us the accessible viewing platform with a hearing loop for people 
with hearing aids and a raised area for wheelchair users to enable them to 
see the action, particularly at events where the majority of viewers are 
standing. 
The Oasis Partnership talked about their addiction recovery service, and the 
need to identify something constructive to replace that addiction with – our 
funding was used to kit out an art and craft therapy room, to enable people 
to work through their recovery with support and also develop transferable 
skills such as jewellery making that could help them to earn an income in 
future. 

Cllr Janet Blake, incoming chairman for the final year of the Community 
Chest, spoke about how much applications have improved since 2007, and 
encouraged everyone to think about which other groups they know of who 
may not yet have applied for funding, and let them know so they don’t miss 
out.  

Feedback received             ‘A terrific event in a most impressive venue’ 
‘The Westbury project is truly a success story and we hope our project is one too.’ 

‘Hugely impressed by the building and the enthusiasm of the Westbury team’ 
‘I wanted to thank you for the invite to the presentation last night. What an 
amazing building and the volunteers who worked on the project are so passionate!  
I really enjoyed the four other speakers too.  You work so hard to ensure the 
money is well spent.’ 

‘An excellent event!’ 
 



Distribution of Grants Awarded in Year 9 April 2015 – March 2016 
A1 – by Aylesbury Vale District Ward Areas (revised ward boundaries in use since 2015 elections) 

 
 

 
 
         
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

A2 – by Vale of Aylesbury Housing Trust Regions       

                               £ 

N = North area   101,863 
E = East area    207,830 
W = West area     51,526 
  Vale-wide Services      41,950 
            £ 503,169 

  
           

£0 

< £1,000 

£1,000 - £10,000 

£10,000 - £25,000 

£25,000 - £50,000 

> £50,000 
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Facts and Figures 

Tables B1-B3 Single-year breakdown for year 9, 2015-16  

 B1. figures for the three grant 
streams in year 9, 2015-16 

Applications 
Received 

Grants 
Awarded 

% 
success 

rate 

£ Total 
Funding 
Awarded 

Total Cost 
of Funded 
Projects £ 

£ Investment 
for every £1 

granted 

  Microgrants 47 46 98 39,286   235,558 6.00 

  Project Grants 24 21 88 306,883 1,305,469 4.25 

  Three-Year Revenue Grants 16 12 75 157,000 1,383,149 8.81 

Total 87 79 91 503,169 2,924,176 5.81 

 
In tables B2 and B3, some applications 
contributed in more than one area.  All 
applications must meet at least one of the 
grants criteria priorities. 
Thriving Economy priorities include projects 
delivering services within areas of relative 
deprivation according to the National Indices 
of Deprivation, and projects which support 
families and vulnerable people. 
Grants criteria are taken from priorities in the 
Sustainable Community Strategy for Aylesbury Vale.   
Some organisations or projects have a 
specific focus on one particular 
beneficiary group.   
Every applicant must have an up-to-date 
Equality Policy and demonstrate that 
they understand how to implement their 
policy to give equality of access to 
facilities, activities, services, volunteering 
and employment opportunities and 
membership of their management 
committee or trustee board. 

B4. Total Community Chest grants awarded to local projects over the past nine years, 2007-16 

Grant Stream Applications 
Received 

Grants 
Awarded 

£ Total Funding 
Awarded 

Total Cost of 
Funded Projects 

£ 

£ Investment 
for every £1 

granted 

Number of 
Beneficiaries 

Microgrants 505 481 409,589 2,297,901 5.61 422,774 

Project Grants 235 182 2,373,190 18,799,290 7.92 672,344 

3YR Grants* 55 30 1,310,000 11,474,583 8.76 1,096,021 

Total 795 693 4,092,779 32,571,774 7.96 2,191,139 

   *3YR figures include funding awarded for all three rounds, 2008-11, 2011-14 and 2014-17, excluding 2016-17 payments   

 

B2. Grants Criteria – one or more priority 
areas met under the following headings 

Number 
of Grants 

Cohesive and Strong Communities 79 
Safer Communities 50 
Thriving Economy 72 
Sustainable Environment 36 
Health and Wellbeing 79 
Total Number of Grants Awarded 79 

B3. Equalities Focus (2015-16 grants) Number of 
grants 

Disability 21 
Older People 21 
Women 5 
Ethnic Origin/Culture/Language 3 
Children 32 
Young People 32 
Non-specific wider community involvement 62 
Total number of grants awarded 79 
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Link to interactive map of year 9 grants created on Google MyMaps  

 

Feedback form comments 

‘Excellent process and procedure’ 

‘Thank you for your help it's greatly appreciated’ 

‘Very good system, easy to follow and with prompt monthly decision, 
is very helpful in collating funds for a project.’ 

‘The procedure is clear.’ 

‘Without the Microgrant from [the Community Chest] it would not have been possible’ 

‘The experience of making an application for funding from the Community Chest 
has been extremely straight forward and helpful.  Thank you for making it so.’ 

‘We found the whole experience very friendly and helpful and 
we are grateful to the team for their consideration of our application.’ 

 ‘Our thanks go to AVDC and VAHT for their assistance to our charity 
which is much appreciated by all.’ 

 Microgrants 
 Project Grants 
3YR Grants 

Am
enity Bench in Ashendon and W

ing Singers  

Aylesbury Advanced Motorists 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LvUpcNC3RcHoTfzRv-tWZdyPaRg&usp=sharing


Community Chest Annual Report, 2015-16        

9  

List of Grants Awarded, April 2015 – March 2016 
Name of Organisation £ Purpose 

   Aylesbury & District Citizens Advice 3,000 Combatting worklessness through volunteering – NEET training placements 
Aylesbury Homeless Action Group 20,000 The Hub drop in sessions for homeless adults  
Buckingham Youth Clubs Ltd 10,000 Core costs to run four evening youth clubs each week for 50 weeks per year 
Bucks Mind 10,000 Adult counselling service 
Bucks Vision 5,000 Co-ordinating volunteer support for blind and visually impaired people 
Calibre Audio Library 10,000 Supporting volunteers in changing times - volunteer co-ordinator 
Chilterns MS Centre 16,000 Physiotherapy provision for people with MS 
ENRYCH 10,000 Volunteer support for adults with disabilities in leisure and learning activities 
Home-Start Aylesbury 13,000 Supporting young families through specially trained volunteers 
Horses Helping People 20,000 Client sponsorship, volunteer training, winter running costs 
Puzzle Centre 20,000 Core service - specialist pre-school for children with autistic spectrum disorders 
Thomley 20,000 Activity centre for children and young people with physical and learning disabilities 

3YR Grants (year 2 payments) £157,000   
   

Ashendon Playing Fields 
Association 22,500 Multi-use games area (MUGA) 

Aston Abbotts Village Hall 14,000 Village hall refurbishment 
Bishopstone Village Hall Trust 25,000 Refurbishment project 
Buckingham Canal Society 2,569 Hyde Lane Nature Reserve - footpath construction (WREN match) 
Buckingham, Winslow & District 
Citizens Advice 12,000 Home visiting service 

Bucks County Museum 5,000 Promotion of the Museum through an exhibition and programme of activities 
Carers Bucks 21,950 Young Carers in Schools Award 
Chearsley Cricket Club 16,000 Practice net facility 
Cheddington Village Hall 20,000 Storage extension to free up space in the hall and improve safety for hall users 
Great Brickhill Parish Hall 
Committee 22,000 Play area project 

Ivinghoe & Pitstone United Cricket 
Club 12,873 playing facility improvements (revised) 

Lymphoma Association 25,000 Psychological support services for people affected by lymphatic cancer 
Quainton Railway Society Limited 25,000 Restoration of the Romney Buildings 
Saye and Sele Foundation 20,000 Restoration of the Saye & Sele Hall, Quainton 
Slade Recreation Club Ltd 16,000 Indoor Bowls - play surface, LED lighting, new heating/air conditioning 
Stoke Hammond Community 
Association 6,000 Upgrade of community centre - redecorating and plumbing 

Stoke Mandeville Parish Council 9,000 Outdoor Gym (Olympic/Paralympic Legacy Project) 
Stone with Bishopstone & Hartwell 
Parish Council 8,991 play facility improvements - 3rd party funding for WREN and SITA 

Swan Credit Union 4,000 Aylesbury Vale Community Bank development worker 
Waddesdon Hall 6,000 Exterior restoration and repair 
Young Enterprise 13,000 Aylesbury Vale learner development journey 

Project Grants £306,883   

   
1365 Air Training Corps 1,000 IT and training equipment purchase 
1st Berryfields Scouts 1,000 Camping and navigation equipment for a new and growing scout group 
5th Aylesbury Scouts 1,000 Lighting renewal in Scout HQ main hall 
Akeley Parish Council 850 Community noticeboard 
Ashendon Parish Council 1,000 Community Bench 
Ashendon Playing Fields 
Association 1,000 Replacement Swing Set 

Aston Clinton Bowls Club 1,000 Paved area renewal project 
Aylesbury Advanced Motorists 1,000 Bike to bike radio communication 
Aylesbury Deaf Coffee Morning 
Club 900 Venue hire for fortnightly social meetings 
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Aylesbury Opera Group 675 Production of ‘Eugene Onegin’ by Tchaikovsky in Quainton and Wendover 
Aylesbury Symphony Orchestra 150 rebranding - new logo design 
Aylesbury Vale Breathe Easy Group 700 Yoga Sessions 
Aylesbury Woodcraft Folk 400 Venue hire for children/young people's activity group 
BBOWT  1,000 Interpretation boards at Bacombe Hill Nature Reserve, Wendover 
Berks & Bucks Football Association 900 Over 50s Walking Football - start up costs for groups in Aylesbury and Buckingham 
Bierton Lawn Tennis Club 1,000 Junior tennis court and practice wall (see picture below) 
Broughton Community Action 1,000 More+ not-for-profit coffee shop 
Buckingham West End Bowls Club 1,000 Replacement mower 
BuDS 1,000 Portable viewing platform for disabled visitors at events 
CHAT 235 New printed stationery  (Children, Health And Therapy) 
Dinton Cricket Club 1,000 Mobile cricket wicket covers 
Drayton Parslow Parish Council 900 Safety mats for village hall floor 
Edgcott Parish Council 1,000 WREN match-funding for accessible toilet and storage 
Elmhurst Youth Project 900 Contribution towards youth club running costs including venue hire 
Great Brickhill Tennis Club 850 Two tables for new table-tennis club 
Great Horwood Cricket Club 1,000 Ground improvement works (drainage, levelling, reseeding the cricket square) 
Hardwick Parish Council 700 Village noticeboard 
IQRA Women's Association 900 Women's Support Group, based in the Family Centre at Elmhurst School 
Ivinghoe Old School Community 
Hub 1,000 PA system and projection screen 

Long Crendon Bowls Club 800 Insulation and recladding of clubhouse roof 
Padbury Village Football Club 795 Portable floodlights 
Polish Saturday School 1,000 Contribution towards classroom hire, 30 Saturdays per year 
Red Kite Dance Company 520 Venue hire and tutor costs while developing membership 
Slade Recreation Club 1,000 Replacement water boiler and lighting units 
Soulbury Village Cricket Club 999 Replacement windows for cricket pavilion 
Stoke Hammond Community 
Association 600 New oven for community centre kitchen 

Stoke Hammond Village Show 900 Marquee and flooring hire for village show, September 2015 
Thomley   1,000 Equipment for the new music room and upgrade of the sensory room 
Thornborough & Nash PreSchool 900 Safety improvements to Thornborough cricket pavilion to enable relocation 
Tingewick PreSchool 800 Outdoor mud kitchen for creative messy play 

Turn End Trust, Haddenham 1,000 Purchase of two gazebos as flexible outdoor 'classrooms' for workshops and other 
events 

Watermead Parish Council 390 Community noticeboard 
Wing Heritage Group 896 Four gazebos and two digital cameras for archaeological work and exhibitions 
Wing Singers 826 Choral score folders and choir uniform 
Winslow Bowls Club 800 Replacement short mats for indoor bowls 

Microgrants £39,286  
   
 £503,169 Total Grants Awarded  2015-16 

 
 

The Community Chest is open to new applications for  
microgrants and project grants until December 2016 

More than a third of grants awarded in 2015-16 went to 
organisations that had not previously received 

any funding from the Community Chest.   

Could your organisation benefit in 2016-17, 
the final year of Community Chest funding?  

Get in touch! 

Opening the new junior court at Bierton Lawn Tennis Club 
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This report can be made available in large print or audio format 
Please phone 01296 585634 

Bishopstone Village Hall – before and after renovation work, and in use for a village film night 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More information about the Community Chest is available online 
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/communitychest or from the Grants Officer 

Community Chest Grants Officer 
Communities Team  
The Gateway 
Gatehouse Road 
Aylesbury   
HP19 8FF        
communitychest@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk       

01296 585634 

 

 
 
  
 
  

 
 
 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

www.vaht.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 

160805-SMRR 

http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/communitygrants
http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/
http://www.vaht.co.uk/

