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1.  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1  Rationale 

1.1.1  The Aylesbury Vale wide on-line survey was conducted to provide information on whether 

priorities proposed in a new Aylesbury Vale Community Safety Partnership strategy were considered 

correct and to provide information on what types of crime and anti-social behaviours should be 

focused on in support of these priorities. 

1.2  Respondents 

1.2.1  507 people responded to the survey – 51% female and 49% male.  94% were residents, 5% 

businesses and 1% parish/town councils.  95% of respondents indicated they were in the ‘White 

British’ ethnic group.  56% of respondents were from villages, 38% from towns, 3% from hamlets and 

3% from more rural areas.  (See pages 4 and 5 and Appendix ‘A’) 

1.3  Proposed partnership priorities 

1.3.1  A majority of respondents considered that the partnership’s 2 suggested  priorities were correct.  

That is 80% of respondents with regard to the priority of ‘safe and secure town centres’ and 96% with 

regard to the priority of ‘focusing on crimes that have a significant impact on victims and 

communities’.  (See pages 5 and 6) 

1.3.2  Top three issues to focus on in town centres 

1.3.2.1  These were indicated by respondents as ‘drunk and disorderly behaviour’, ‘rowdy and 

inconsiderate behaviour’ and ‘under age drinking and sales’.  (See pages 5 and 6) 
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1.3.3  Crime and anti-social behaviour to focus on that impact most on victims and 

communities  

1.3.3.1  The top 3 general crimes to focus on were indicated by respondents as ‘home burglary’, 

‘violent crime’ and ‘drug dealing and substance misuse’.  The top 3 rural crimes to focus on were ‘theft 

of farm plant and machinery’, ‘stealing from churches’ and ‘hare coursing’ (this with far fewer 

responses).  (See pages 7 and 9) 

1.3.3.2  The top 3 anti-social behaviours to focus on indicated by respondents were ‘abusive 

language and behaviour in public places’, ‘intimidating behaviour by people in groups’ and 

‘harassment’.  (See pages 8) 

1.4  Other priorities 

1.4.1  When asked what other priorities the partnership should focus on, the top 3 indicated by 

respondents were ‘road traffic offences (including speeding)’, ‘increase in visible policing’ and ‘illegal 

parking’ (this with far fewer suggestions).  (See page 9) 

1.5  Commentary 

1.5.1  The issues, crimes and anti-social behaviours respondents indicated the partnership should 

focus on were similar when breaking down the survey in to towns, villages, hamlets, more rural areas, 

businesses and town/parish councils. 

1.6  Previous community safety survey 

1.6.1  Comparing this present survey to another carried out across Aylesbury Vale in February/March 

2012 – the top 3 crimes of concern to respondents in the earlier survey were home burglary, 

distraction burglary and shed/outbuilding theft and the top 3 issues respondents considered the 

partnership should prioritise were home burglary, anti-social behaviour and distraction burglary. 

2.  RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1  As a result of the findings in the community safety survey, the following recommendations are 

made: 

Partnership priorities 

a) The AVCSP adopts the priorities of ‘safety and security of town centres’ and ‘focusing on 

crimes that have a significant impact on victims and communities’ in its 2014/17 strategy. 

Town centres 

b) The survey findings be brought to the attention of AVDC licensing, the TVP licensing officer, 

the ‘Purple Flag’ coordinating and steering group and the Night Time Economy group. 

c) That activities be conducted by the partnership in Aylesbury and Buckingham reminding 

people/licensees about the importance of responsible drinking. 

d) Bucks CC Trading Standards visit off licences in the centres of Aylesbury and Buckingham 

promoting the Challenge 25 scheme. 

e) TVP take a robust line with proxy purchases of alcohol for those aged under 18.  

Issues having the most impact on victims and communities 

f) Preventative activities, to combat home burglary and violent crime, be included in the annual 

CSP crime reduction action plan. 
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g) Educational initiatives be carried out by the partnership in drug hotspot areas to inform about 

the dangers of drug misuse and signpost to treatment providers. 

h) The findings in the survey with regards to ASB be brought to the attention of the AVDC/TVP 

Public Safety Team and neighbourhood policing staff.  

i) That activities to help protect farm plant and machinery and churches in rural areas be 

included in the CSP crime reduction action plan. 

Other priorities 

j) That activities to educate around the dangers of speeding in villages and to tackle instances 

of offending in prevalent areas be included in the annual CSP crime reduction action plan. 

k) The findings in the survey in relation to respondents wishing to see an increase in visible 

policing (particularly in villages) be brought to the attention of TVP. 

 

3.  BACKGROUND AND METHODOLOGY 

3.1  This report summarises the findings of an Aylesbury Vale wide crime survey conducted by 

Aylesbury Vale District Council Community Safety on behalf of the Aylesbury Vale Community Safety 

Partnership (AVCSP).   The survey was available for completion on-line on the AVDC website from 

Monday 2
nd

 December to Monday 23
rd

 December 2013.  

3.2  Purpose of survey 

3.2.1  The community safety survey was designed to enable people to express their views on whether 

they considered priorities proposed in a new AVCSP 3 year strategy (2014-17) were correct and to 

indicate what types of crime and anti-social behaviour the partnership should focus attention on. 

3.3  Questionnaire 

3.3.1  The survey questionnaire comprised of 4 sections as follows: 

 The first asked whether respondents were content with the partnership having a priority on 

the safety of town centres and which 3 related issues should be focused on. 

 The second asked whether respondents were content with a priority of dealing with crimes 

that had a significant impact on victims and communities and which 3 ‘general crimes’, ‘anti-

social behaviours’ and ‘rural crimes’ should be focused on. 

 The third asked whether there were any other priorities the partnership should focus on in 

2014-17. 

 The fourth asked for personal information that would help with analysis. 

3.4  Promotion of survey 

3.4.1  The survey was advertised: 

 On the AVDC website and Facebook and Twitter sites. 

 Through the local media. 

 At community centres, libraries, job centres and police stations. 

 On the Thames Valley Alert system. 

 Through Neighbourhood Action Groups. 

 At the Independent Advisory Group. 

 Through AVDC Community Engagement Team networks. 
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3.5  Responses 

3.5.1  There were 507 responses to the survey - 94% of these (479) were from residents, 5% (24) 

from businesses and 1% (4) from parish/town councils. 

3.5.2  The following table shows where respondents indicated they were located in the Vale.  Note: a 

‘village’ is a fairly small conurbation with a church and a ‘hamlet’ is a smaller conurbation without a 

church. 

 

 

4.  KEY FINDINGS 

4.1  The key findings from the survey are reported in actual numbers or percentages depending on 

the question asked.  Where percentages do not add up to 100%, this is due to computer rounding.  

The results shown in each question are calculated on the basis of the number of people answering 

the particular question which may not necessarily be all respondents to the survey – the numbers 

answering is shown against the relevant graph/table. 

4.2  Participation in the survey 

4.2.1  Overall, 51% of respondents were female and 49% male.  The lowest number of respondents 

(5) were in the under 18 age range and gradually increased as the age ranges raised – with the 

highest number (158) in the 65 and over age group.  A wider spread of age groups responded in 

towns and villages as compared to hamlets and more rural areas. 

4.2.2  Over 98% of respondents were in the ‘White British’ and ‘any other White background’ groups 

with the remaining 4 ethnic groups with less than 2% of respondents.  The widest spread of ethnic 

groups were in towns, followed by villages and then hamlets – with 100% of respondents in the ‘White 

British’ group in more rural areas.   

4.2.3  The following table shows the sexual orientation of people responding to the survey.  

 

4.2.4  92% of respondents had not had gender reassignment, 7.5% had and 0.5% preferred not to 

say.  428 people answered this question. 
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4.2.5  83% of respondent’s day to day activities were not limited because of a health problem or 

disability which had lasted, or was expected to last, for at least 12 months - with 11% limited a little 

and 6% limited a lot. 

4.2.6  Graphs and tables are included in Appendix ‘A’ to this document which expand on the 

information contained in this section. 

4.3  Proposed priority 1: Safety of town centres 

4.3.1  In question 3 of the survey, people were asked whether the safety of town centres (making 

them friendlier places to enjoy) should be a priority in the 2014/17 AVCSP strategy.  The following 

table shows that, overall, a clear majority (over 80%) indicated that it should. 

 

4.3.2  The following graph shows a break down by the 4 locations as to whether people considered 

focusing on safe town centres should be a priority.  The highest indicating ‘yes’ were in towns with 

83% of respondents - with the highest indicating ‘no’ in more rural areas with 25% of respondents. 

 

4.3.3  In question 4 of the survey, people were asked what top 3 issues the partnership should focus 

on to help make town centres safer.  The graph on the next page shows that ‘drunk and disorderly 

behaviour’ (342 responses), ‘rowdy and inconsiderate behaviour’ (296 responses) and ‘under age 

drinking and sales’ (185 responses) were the top 3.  ‘Fighting’ was a close 4
th
 with 183 responses.  

470 people answered this question. 
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4.3.4  The same issues were placed in the top 3 when breaking down responses in to towns and 

villages – but in hamlets and more rural areas ‘fighting’ replaced ‘under age drinking and sales’. 

4.4  Proposed priority 2: Focusing on crimes that have a significant impact on victims 

and communities 

4.4.1  In question 5 of the survey, people were asked whether the partnership should have a priority  

of dealing with crimes that had a significant impact on victims and communities.  The following table 

shows that, overall, a large majority (over 96%) indicated that it should. 

 

4.4.2  The graph on the next page shows a break down by the 4 locations as to whether people 

considered these crimes should be a priority.  The location with the highest number of respondents 

indicating ‘Yes’ was more rural areas with 100% - and the lowest hamlets with 77% (where the 

remaining 23% did not know or were not sure).  Only in towns did any respondents indicate ‘No’ with 

1%. 
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4.4.3  In question 5a of the survey, people were asked what top 3 ‘general’ crimes the partnership 

should focus on in support of the proposed priority 2 (as outlined in 4.4 above).  The following graph 

shows that, overall, ‘home burglary’ (248 responses), ‘violent crime’ (218 responses) and ‘drug 

dealing and substance misuse’ (208 responses) were the top 3.  472 people answered this question. 
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4.4.4 The following graph shows a break down by the 4 locations of the top 3 crimes people 

considered the partnership should focus on. 

 

4.4.5  In question 5b of the survey, people were asked what top 3 anti-social behaviours the 

partnership should focus on in support of the suggested priority 2 (as outlined in 4.4 above).  The 

following graph shows that, overall, ‘abusive language and behaviour in public places’ (430 

responses), ‘intimidating behaviour by people in groups’ (411 responses) and ‘harassment’ (359 

responses) were the top 3.  467 people answered this question. 

 

4.4.6  These behaviours were also placed in the top 3 when responses were broken down in to each 

of the 4 locations. 

4.4.7  In question 5c of the survey, people were asked what top 3 rural crimes the partnership should 

focus on in support of the proposed priority 2 (as outlined in 4.4 above).  The graph on the next page 

shows that, overall, ‘theft of farm plant and machinery’ (448 responses), ‘stealing from churches’ (414 

responses) and ‘hare coursing’ (217 responses) were the top 3.  461 people answered this question. 
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4.4.8  The same crimes were placed in the top 3 when broken down in to towns, villages and hamlets,  

but in more rural areas ‘theft of hay’ replaced ‘hare coursing’. 

4.5  Other priorities the partnership should focus on 

4.5.1  In question 6 of the survey, people were asked if there were any other priorities the partnership 

should focus on in 2014/17.  A wide range of priorities were suggested by respondents and the top 6 

suggestions (in numerical terms) are shown in the following graph.  209 people answered this 

question. 

 

4.5.2  With regard to ‘road traffic offences’, the majority of suggestions (36 - with 22 for speeding) 

were from villages. Similarly, with reference to an ‘increase in visible policing’, the majority (30) were 

also from villages.  In the case of ‘drug dealing and substance misuse’, the majority of suggestions 
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were from both towns and villages (with 6 from each). With regard to ‘illegal parking’, the majority of 

suggestions (8) were from villages - and ‘rouge trader’s’ and ‘ASB’ each had 7 suggestions. 

4.5.3  The other suggested priorities were as follows (the number of suggestions for each category is 

shown first): 

 6:  Fraud (including on-line). 

 5:  Crimes against the vulnerable/elderly/disabled. 

 4:  More communication from the partnership/police, reducing fly tipping, traveller issues. 

 3:  Behaviour on public transport, increase CCTV, litter, proper dog control. 

 2:  Child abuse, education to prevent crime/reoffending, house burglary, improve street  

lighting, rural crime (including improving it’s definition), theft (including motor vehicles), 

treating all crimes the same, shoplifting, vandalism and graffiti. 

 1: Develop stronger relationships between police and rural communities, engage young 

people, domestic abuse, fund youth diversion projects, immigration, misuse of fireworks, 

improve burglary investigation, racially aggravated crimes, promote ‘secured by design‘ 

standards.      

4.6  Businesses 

4.6.1  24 business’s responded to the survey – 12 from towns, 8 from villages, 0 from hamlets and 4 

from more rural areas.  Findings were similar to those for the survey as a whole. 

4.6.2  Safety of town centres 

4.6.2.1  77% of businesses considered that the ‘safety of town centres’ should be a priority in the 

2014/17 strategy, with 18% responding ‘no’ and 5% ‘don’t know/not sure’.  22 businesses answered 

this question. 

4.6.2.2  The following table shows a break down of responses by the various locations.  This shows a 

contrast between businesses in town and village locations where 30% of town businesses did not 

consider focusing on the safety of town centres should be a priority whereas 100% of village 

businesses thought that it should. 

 

4.6.2.3 ‘Rowdy and inconsiderate behaviour’, ‘drunk and disorderly behaviour’ and ‘fighting’ were the 

top 3 issues businesses considered the partnership should focus on in town centres. 

4.6.3  Focusing on crimes that have a significant impact on victims and communities 

4.6.3.1  86% of businesses considered that ‘focusing on crimes that have a significant impact of 

victims and communities’ should be a priority, with 5% responding ‘no’ and 9% (equating to 2 

responses) ‘don’t know/not sure’.  22 businesses answered this question.   



 

11 
 

4.6.3.2  ‘Violent crime’, ‘home burglary’ and ‘drug dealing and substance misuse/sexual offences’ 

(both with 8 responses) were the top 3 general crimes businesses considered the partnership should 

focus on. 

4.6.3.3  The following table shows a break down of responses in to the various locations in relation to 

‘sexual offences’. 

 

4.6.3.4  ‘Abusive language and behaviour in public places’, ‘intimidating behaviour by people in 

groups’ and ‘harassment’ were the top 3 anti-social behaviours that businesses considered the 

partnership should focus on. 

4.6.3.5  ‘Theft of farm plant and machinery’, ‘stealing from churches’ and ‘hare coursing’ were the top 

3 rural crimes that businesses considered the partnership should focus on. 

4.7  Town and parish councils 

4.7.1  1 town and 3 parish councils responded to the survey. 

4.7.2  The town council indicated it did not agree that the ‘safety of town centres’ should be a priority, 

with 1 parish council indicating that it should, another that it ‘did not know/was not sure’ and another 

not answering this question. 

4.7.3  ‘Drunk and disorderly behaviour’ and ‘rowdy and inconsiderate behaviour’ (each with 3 

responses) and ‘fighting/street drinking causing a nuisance/underage drinking and sale’ (each with 1 

response) were the top 3 issues the councils considered the partnership should focus on in town 

centres.  The town council’s top 2 issues were identical with ‘under age drinking a sales’ the third. 

4.7.4  2 parish councils indicated that focusing on crimes that have a significant impact on victims and 

communities should be a priority, with the town council and 1 parish council not answering the 

question. 

4.7.5  ‘Home burglary’ and ‘violent crime’ (each with 2 responses) and ‘distraction 

burglary/homophobic offences/mugging or theft from the person/sexual offences/vandalism and 

graffiti’ (each with 1 response) were the top 3 general crimes the councils considered the partnership 

should focus on. 
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      Appendix ‘A’ 

5.1  Introduction 

5.1.1 This appendix comprises graphs and tables expanding on information contained in paragraph 

4.2 above entitled ‘Participation in the survey’. 

5.2  Age of respondents 

5.2.1  The following graph shows the age groups of all respondents.  461 people answered this 

question. 

 

5.2.2  The following graph illustrates the age group of respondents broken down in to the 4 locations.   
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5.3  Ethnicity of respondents 

5.3.1  The following table shows a break down of respondents by ethnic group.  The ‘Asian or Asian 

British including Chinese’ group was below the 2011 census figure of circa 6%.   

 

5.3.2  The following graph shows the ethnic group of respondents in the 4 locations.   
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