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12 February 2018 
 

Dear Ms Barry and Ms Buller 
 
ASTON CLINTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN EXAMINATION  
 
From my initial reading of the Aston Clinton Neighbourhood Plan (NP) and the supporting evidence 
including the responses to the latest consultation exercise, I have a number of questions for the 
Qualifying Body (QB) and Aylesbury Vale District Council (AVDC).  It would be most helpful to receive 
a response as early as possible, so that I can progress the examination.   
 
1.Plans/Maps 
 
Could a key be provided both for the Local Green Spaces Map (Figure 4) and the Policy E1 Map 
(Appendix F), in order to be fully understandable?  
 
2. Settlement Boundary 
 
Currently, there does not seem to be any hard evidence to justify the statement that the boundary 
has been drawn where it has “to keep the village boundaries consistent”. It is not clear with what 
they are ‘consistent’.  Could clarification be provided which underpins the justification as to why the 
settlement boundary has been put where it is and what factors were (and/or were not) taken into 
account, as well as an “audit trail” of the decision-making process that led to the line now included 
in Figure 2? 
 
This need not be overly complex or detailed but should include reference to all land that has 
permission, or is allocated in the emerging Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP), for new development 
to 2033, in addition to the existing built up area of the village as defined by identifiable features on 
the ground, such as roads, hedges, other field boundaries. Where the line arbitrarily crosses 
established gardens, for example, this will need further detailed explanation and justification in 
relation to surrounding development and relationships with other parts of the village. 
 
3. Policy H2 
 
Could I be provided with clarification as to why this policy applies to schemes of 5 or less, rather 
than more?  This evidence might reference consistency with other Neighbourhood Plans in the 
locality, if that is the case. 

mailto:sbuller@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
mailto:parishcouncilassistant@astonclinton.org


 
4. Policy B3 
 
As AVDC suggests, there needs to be clarity as to whether this policy is intended to apply to the 
whole area or just within the settlement boundary.  As written it seems to cover the whole 
Neighbourhood Plan area, without distinction. Could I be provided with confirmation of where this 
policy will apply?  
 
5. Policy EN3 
 
The Aston Clinton Local Green Spaces Report (November 2017) on pages 11 and 12 provides an 
assessment of the proposed Local Green Spaces. However, no mention is made of the extent of the 
proposed designations. Could I therefore, be provided with the size (in hectares) of all the areas of 
land proposed for Local Green Space designation? 
 
In the interests of transparency, may I prevail upon you both to ensure a copy of this letter is placed 
on the Local Authority and Parish Council websites. 
 
Thank you in advance for your assistance. 
 
Your sincerely 
  

Nigel Payne  
  
Examiner 
 


