
 

Fire Risk Assessments for businesses licensed under the Animal Welfare (Licensing 

of Activities Involving Animals) (England) Regulations 2018 

When operating under a licence you are required to complete a written Fire Risk 

Assessment (FRA). This is both a condition of your licence and The Regulatory Reform (Fire 

Safety) Order 2005.  The FRA will help you determine the chances of a fire occurring and the 

dangers from fire that your premises pose for the people and animals who use them and any 

person in the immediate vicinity.  

The FRA must be completed by a “competent” person and this would normally be the licence 

holder. However, if you do not feel confident in what you are assessing you should seek 

advice from a fire safety advisor. 

In order to assist you with your compliance of the Fire Safety Order, guidance has been 

provided free of charge.  You can access the guidance for animal premises and stables 

here: 

From this page you can download a number of guidance documents relating to fire safety. 

The scale of your risk assessment and measures you need to take will vary depending on 

the type of business you run and the premises you use. For example, pet shops selling fish 

or reptiles may need to pay particular attention to electrical safety due to the nature of the 

accommodation required for the animals being kept. The use of heat lamps or the services 

of a farrier may create additional risks for other businesses. In a home environment, a higher 

number of animals in your property may require you to be more organised in your daily 

routines to reduce any additional risk. For example, the importance of a bedtime routine of 

checks and measures or the avoidance of using appliances such as tumble dryers overnight 

or when no one is at home. 

It should be noted that Buckinghamshire Fire & Rescue Service are the enforcing authority 

and therefore do not provide Fire Risk Assessments.  

The guidance provides the following advice on how to carry out a fire risk assessment 

consisting of five steps: 

 Identify the fire hazards 

 Identify people at risk 

 Evaluate, remove or reduce the risks 

 Record your findings, prepare an emergency plan and provide training 

 Review and update the fire risk assessment regularly. 
 

The fire risk assessment must be based upon “life safety” not property protection 

In addition to the guidance documents available here, consider any available templates and 

advice provided by trade associations or your insurance company – these may be designed 

for your particular type of business. Useful guidance on electrical safety can be found here 

 

 

https://bucksfire.gov.uk/protection/guidance/
https://www.electricalsafetyfirst.org.uk/guidance/


Evacuation Plan 

Under the conditions of your Animal Activities Licence, you are required to have an 

emergency plan.  The emergency plan outlines the appropriate steps to be taken in an 

emergency to evacuate people and animals from the premises in the event of a fire.  

Detailed information can be found in section 7.3 of the fire safety risk assessment guidance 

for animal premises and stables. 

When considering the safe evacuation of animals in the event of a fire, consideration should 

be given to the risks caused by animals being let loose in order for them to escape and what 

reasonable measures you have in place for their welfare if this happens. 

 

 

 

 

 


