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1  Introduction 

This management plan, produced by Aylesbury Vale District Council1 (AVDC) outlines the management 
and maintenance practices for Heartlands located in Buckingham, Buckinghamshire. It has been produced 
to guide the Park’s development, is a working document and as such will be reviewed and updated when 
required.  
 
The management plan includes proposed improvements to facilities, structures, recreation, and the 
landscape which inform the master plan for the site. The aim is to create a modern park that is suited to the 
needs of a growing town and to gain Green Flag2 status. 
 
Heartlands is a valuable leisure resource that needs to be managed with great commitment and also great 
sensitivity. The purpose of this plan is to provide a guiding document that enables the Council’s 
Environment Team, contractors, stakeholders, as well as residents to understand the significance of the 
park and the objectives of work and activities carried out within the Park.  

Heartlands is one of the most important green spaces in Buckingham and is being continually improved to 
meet the needs of a growing and changing community. Originally farmland and the site of an old sewage 
plant, Heartlands was agreed as part of a planning application for residential development in the 1990’s. A 
historical overview of the park is provided in Appendix 1. 

The Park has a modern open feel accommodating play facilities plus areas for informal recreation and 
wildlife. It provides the local community and visitors alike with an attractive outdoor green space, wildflower 
meadow and edible woodland set up by volunteers. Since the installation of the new equipped play facilities 
in 2013 the Park continues to attract visitors from across the town and the weekly Parkrun encourages use 
from across the District.  

This document is set out to include location information and the eight themes of the Green Flag Award field 
assessment criteria including: 

 A Welcoming Place 
 Healthy, Safe and Secure 
 Clean and Well maintained 
 Sustainability 
 Conservation and heritage 
 Community involvement 
 Marketing 
 Management 

Within each of the above sections information is provided regarding the current situation, and where 
applicable proposed improvements. All proposals are covered in an action plan included on page 33 of this 
document. 

This plan is written with both current management practices and future aspirations in mind. 

                                                      
1 URL: http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk  
2 URL: http://greenflagaward.org/Default.aspx 
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2  Location 

Buckingham is the second largest town in the district, approximately 16 miles north of Aylesbury and 13 
miles west of Milton Keynes. The town is a focal point for housing, employment and community facilities in 
the north of the district. To the northwest of Buckingham not far beyond the parish boundary is the 
nationally significant site of Stowe, with its independent school and National Trust owned and Capability 
Brown designed Landscaped Gardens. Buckingham sits prominently in the landscape – its topography,  
church spire and River Great Ouse play an important part in the town’s setting. 
 
Heartlands is one of the principal public open spaces in the Buckingham South Ward, an area with a 
relatively large local residential catchment of over 5,500 people. The park is situated centrally at the heart 
of Buckingham and covers approximately 10.5 hectares; it is within five minutes walk of the town centre 
and bounded by the River Great Ouse. Heartlands encompasses Bridge Street, Cornwalls Meadow and 
Stratford Fields which flows directly into Bourton Park which is managed by Buckingham Town Council. Car 
parking is available at Cornwalls Meadow car park by Waitrose. Figures 1 and 2 on page 4 and 5 include a 
location map and site layout plan.  
 
Given its close proximity to the town centre, local schools, community centre, University, shops and 
residential dwellings, it attracts a wide variety of local and district wide users. The population of Aylesbury 
Vale has risen by 10.4% since 2011 to 193,113 in 2016 (ONS) making it the fifth highest rate of growth of 
any local authority in Great Britain, Buckingham alone has a total population of approximately 12,043 (2011 
Census). As residential developments in and around the town continue to grow, it is expected that the 
number of Park users will also rise which may lead to additional needs in terms of the amount and range of 
leisure provision.  
 
The management and development of the park is influenced by factors affecting the town and the wider 
district. Strategic, Legal and Planning information is provided in Appendix 2.  
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Figure 1: Location map within Town 
 

 
 

Nearest Postcode: MK18 1AF  
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Figure 2: Site plan including location of activities and facilities 

 
Masterplan by AVDC’s Landscape Architect 
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Figure 3: Map of Landscape Character Areas  

 

 

Character Area Plans by AVDC’s Landscape Architect 
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Figure 4: Map of Landscape Character Areas (Without Detail) 
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3  A Welcoming Place 

Aim 

The Park will be a welcoming place, creating a positive and inviting park for all ages and abilities 

Objectives 

 To ensure access for all 
 To create an open and welcoming Park  
 To encourage more people to come to the Park   
 To encourage events that will aim to attract the 

whole community  
 To provide a range of facilities which are attractive 

and meet the needs of the local community 
 To benefit biodiversity and landscape conservation 

 
Parks can contribute in a significant way to the social, 
economic and environmental factors that influence quality of life in the community. A park that is well 
maintained and attractive can bring major benefits to the economy of a town by attracting business to the 
area, strengthening housing demand and prompting tourism. 

Heartlands forms part of Buckingham’s central ‘Green Lung’ which, following the course of the River Great 
Ouse, provides a green corridor through the town centre, easily accessed by the surrounding residential 
developments via the public footpath networks. The park has 8 distinct character areas that cater for 
different user needs and these have been defined on the plans provided on pages 6 and 7. Having a good 
range of character areas in the Park goes a long way to meeting users’ needs, consequently welcoming 
and encouraging them to use the park.   

Connectivity and Access 

The Park forms part of the Buckingham Circular Walk, linked via footpaths, greenways and the River Great 
Ouse to other open spaces and play areas throughout the town, including Bourton Park, Stratford Fields 
Chandos Park, the University, Railway Walk and Maids Moreton Avenue to the North.  

A network of Macadam paths, some owned by Buckinghamshire County Council (BCC) run through the 
park. The main thoroughfares being from Bridge Street and Cornwalls Meadow to Treefields and Stratford 
Fields. Dependant upon site constraints, available funding and local support, AVDC’s ambition is to further 
improve accessibility between both Heartlands and the adjacent Bourton Park through the provision of 
additional hard surfaced footpaths and a linking footbridge across the River Great Ouse at the south east 
section of the park (Character Area 7). Initial discussions with Buckingham Town Council have been 
positive regarding such provision.  
 
BCC consultation has commenced to extend the new Winslow – Buckingham cycleway along the A413 
between the Lace Hill roundabout and Buckingham Town Centre. The scheme aims to encourage 
sustainable travel via bus, cycling and walking to local villages and town centres. The off-road section of 
the proposed route will pass through Bourton Park and Heartlands encouraging greater use of both 
adjacent parks.  

Heartlands is inspected regularly by both contractors and officers to ensure that there are no access 
problems for all members of the community.  

The following sub sections provide information about each Character Area and how these have been 
developed, including proposals for future improvements. 

 

Photo by Buckingham Town Council 
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3.1 Character Area 1 – River Park Walk 

River Park Walk is a pleasant ¾ mile stretch that follows 
the River Great Ouse downstream through Heartlands, 
from Bridge Street through to Bourton Park. The river 
rises not far away from Buckingham and eventually flows 
into the sea at Kings Lynn. It attractively winds its way 
through the centre of Buckingham and, even though this 
is only a few miles from its source, it’s already 
approximately 10m wide. The River is flagged by plenty of 
green spaces, including Chandos Park, Heartlands, 
Stratford Fields and Bourton Park.    

The River Park Walk Character Area is a key feature of 
the Park, providing a varied ecological corridor along the 
northern edge of Heartlands. Species such as otters are 
known to live in the banks, while rare fish such as brown 
trout can be found in the Great Ouse. The river corridor 
creates a natural linear park crossed by a number of 
footbridges along the route. Interaction and activity with 
the river is encouraged around the jetty and along the 
access routes. Water has a number of sensory properties 
and can be restorative for those with mental health issues 
and other illnesses. The River has playful qualities also 
and can be a great learning opportunity for children and 
adults alike.  
 
In line with objectives set out in the soon to be adopted 
Aylesbury Vale Local Plan a 10 metre unmanaged buffer 
zone next to the river will be maintained through out 
Heartlands. This is intended to act as a wildlife corridor maintaining habitat for a range of flora and fauna in 
particular the otter which has now established a viable population in the town focusing its territory along the 
River Ouse through Heartlands. Camera traps have been set and images have been captured of this 
elusive creature with a number of public engagement events promoting the animals presence in the Park 
held. 
 
Notable Species Sites are locations of important ecological species recorded by the Milton Keynes and 
Buckinghamshire Biological Records Centre. At Heartlands the key features are the river and riparian 
habitat which has known populations of otter. Water vole have been reintroduced further up stream and it is 
hoped this population will eventually spread into the town. Liaison with landowners adjacent to Heartlands 
is key to ensuring the rivers water quality. Mink control along this stretch of river is considered to be one of 
the reasons water vole have maintained their territory along with the otters welcome return. 
 
The Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Local Biodiversity Action Plan3 (BAP) identified objectives for 
priority habitats and spaces in Buckinghamshire. These principles are accepted by the council. Particular 
action points for urban habitats and priorities include the River Great Ouse.  
 
http://www.buckinghamshirepartnership.co.uk/media/1022673/Ouse%20Valley%20Extension.pdf 
 
The River Great Ouse is a fantastic asset within Heartlands. The Park acts as a vital flood control area, and 
a green space close to the busy High Street that absorbs noise and pollution and provides an escape from 
the workplace. A floodplain map is provided on page 44. 
 

                                                      
3 URL: http://www.buckinghamshirepartnership.co.uk/biodiversity/biodiversity-action-plan/ 
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Images of the Heartland otter captured by camera traps and the AVDC Ecologist in 2016. 
 
 
Actions: 
 Improvements to the jetty 
 Street furniture improvements 
 Interpretation and information points 
 Improve river corridor vegetation management  
 Regular clearance of debris to improve water course appearance 
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3.2  Character Area 2 – Play and Skate 

 

This area is known as ‘Bridge Street’ due to its location next to London Bridge and is the main equipped 
play and skate park area in Heartlands. A pleasant well used open space adjacent to the River Great Ouse 
with good pedestrian access including hard surface paths linking to Buckingham’s main shopping areas 
and Cornwalls Meadow car park. This area also extends and links to the wider open space.  

In 2013 the old play area that offered limited play value was replaced. The new play space is designed for 
ages 2-12 and was installed by Timberplay using predominantly timber equipment set within a creative 
landscape to deliver a fully inclusive and playful place that can be enjoyed by the whole community. Within 
the play area traditional play is combined with sensory, inclusive and imaginative play elements resulting in 
an innovative playful and spacious place able to accommodate various seating areas and ample space for 
picnics. 
 
Aylesbury Vale District Council consulted with children from Grenville Combined School on the design of 
the new play area which includes a Tarzan swing, rope bridge and high tower slide. The project to 
transform the outdated play area into a safe and modern facility was funded by contributions totalling 
£64,000 from WREN, The Bucks County Council Community Leaders’ Fund and developer contributions. 
 
Buckingham skate park, designed for ages 8 and over is a small and simple all concrete skate park located 
next to the play area and the River Great Ouse. The facility is well used by skate boarders, scooters, BMX 
bicycles and roller bladers alike and is made up of a mini ramp, quarter pipe, flat bank, funbox with hubba 
and a jump box. Developer contributions are currently being sought to replace the existing skate park with 
an improved version that reflects current user preferences. Once funding is secured, a focus group 
(including current users) will be set up to inform the new design. Sheltered seating areas are provided next 
to the skate park along with further seating around the perimeter. 
 
In addition to the play area inspections as part of the Council’s horticulture and street cleansing contract, an 
annual audit of play areas is carried out by The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents4 (RoSPA).  
This covers access and play value assessments and both have scored as either good or excellent for the 
play area and the teenage equipment. A copy of the report can be found in Appendix 3. 
 
Actions: 
 Improve welcoming entrance signage 
 Secure skate park funding/developer contributions 
 Consult with user groups to inform new skate park design 
 

 

                                                      
4 URL: http://www.rospa.com  

Photos by Buckingham Town Council 
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3.3 Character Area 3 – Formal Parkland 

   
The Formal Parkland is an open area of rolling landscape, easily accessible from Bridge Street, Cornwalls 
Meadow car park & footbridge and residential housing to the east. The character of this landscape is open, 
allowing for long distance views across the park and further north across Buckingham. Macadam paths 
provide a meandering experience to this landscape and a small copse of trees provide an attractive feature 
in the rolling topography, which is utilised by children for play or for those who simply want to rest under the 
canopy of the trees.  
 
Historically this landscape was agricultural, the ridge and furrow (medieval ploughing system) is still present 
on the parkland today seen in the undulating topography. 
 
Daffodils and crocus have been planted throughout 
this Character Area to add further seasonal colour 
and interest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Actions: 
 Additional tree planting 
 Additional bulb planting 
 Removal of overgrown vegetation to improve sightlines 
 Additional seating 
 Update and relocate interpretation point 
 Additional mown paths to allow greater access within parkland between hard paths 
 Removal of knee rail fencing at the entrance to this area 
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3.4  Character Area 4 – Wildflower Meadow 

‘Ridge and furrow’5 is even more evident within 
this Character Area, in the wave like 
undulations that run through the meadow, 
created by a system of ploughing used during 
medieval times, which can also be seen in 
Character Area 3.  
 
AVDC in partnership with Plant Life and the 
Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) 
established Buckinghamshire’s flagship 
Coronation Meadow6 at Heartlands in July 
2016. Green hay sourced from Upper Ray 
Meadows nature reserve owned by  Berks, 
Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust was collected 
and spread over the ground at Heartlands a few days after the ground had previously been prepared by 
harrowing. The hay contained the seeds of many plant species needed to establish a sward of wildflowers 
including vetches, birdsfoot trefoil, lady’s bedstraw, common knapweed, great burnet, pepper saxifage, 
saw-wort, meadowsweet, meadow buttercup and yellow rattle.  
 
The Wildflower Meadow has been selected to not only enhance and increase the biodivesity value but also 
to create a delightful display of seasonal colour for users of the park.  
 
AVDC’s Ecologist will be enlisting the help of the local community over the next few years to ensure the 
longevity of the meadow and once established a series of events are proposed to celebrate these 
dissapearing gems for wildlife. Further details will be promoted as the meadow establishes.  
 
As the Wildflower Meadow is managed by only cutting and clearing twice per year, it is important that it is 
still inviting and accessible throughout the year, which is achieved through a series of planned mown paths. 
 
It is hoped on full establishment of Coronation Meadow at Heartlands this site can be put forward as a 
Local Wildlife Site as it is anticipated that the species diversity will more than reach the criteria set out for 
these sites. Annual monitoring is carried out and at the point of this site reaching the threshold it will be put 
forward for consideration for this conservation status. 
 
The Management Plan for the Coronation Meadow can be found in Appendix 4.   
 
Volunteers have created wildlife hedgerows along the boundary of the meadow to provide natural cover for 
birds and mammals, further wildlife hedgelaying is planned for future Vale Countryside Volunteer sessions. 
 

Actions: 
 Review how wildlife and planting areas can be enhanced to promote biodiversity 
 Continue to manage wildflower meadow to Coronation Meadow Agreement 
 Plant additional wildflowers in the meadow - Vale Countryside Volunteers (VCV) 
 Seek a community volunteer to record and monitor the wildlife associated with the wildflower 

meadow 
 Provide Meadow & Heritage interpretation point 
 Improve informal entrance from main park into Coronation Meadow 

                                                      
5 URL: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ridge_and_furrow 
6 URL: http://coronationmeadows.org.uk/ 
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3.5 Character Area 5 – Nature Park 

Areas of nature conservation have been identified within this wider character area which creates habitats 
for birds and invertebrates to breed and forage without human disturbance. Mown paths surrounding these 
areas offer park users the opportunity to access nature without interfering with it. 
 
This Character Area plateaus on top of a high point which provides a look out point across Heartlands to 
the north of Buckingham. Being vegetated means it also makes a great spot for bird watching.    
 
Establishment of a Black Poplar plantation in this area is proposed. The Black Poplar7 is one of the rarest 
trees in the UK. AVDC leads on the National Black Poplar project and has a number of nurseries growing a 
variety of genetic stock and is supported by Kew and the national seed bank. Black poplars are proposed to 
be planted with the help of the community to further the plight of this much maligned tree. 
 
 
Actions: 
 Seek a community volunteer to record and monitor the wildlife associated with the Nature Park 
 Consider further ways to highlight opportunities for members of the local community to become 

involved in biodiversity works  
 Continue to improve mown paths and informal access around nature reservation areas 
 Planting of Black Poplar trees 
 Provide interpretation and information point 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
7 URL: https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/species-conservation 
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3.6 Character Area 6 - Amphitheatre 

 
This Character Area is based around the distinct landform of the Sustainable Urban Drainage (SUDS) 
Basin, designed to take flood water if the river should ever overflow into this area. The basin is a unique 
landmark within the park and has a number of functions for park users. Predominantly it is used as an 
informal sports pitch and dog exercise area; due to the finely trimmed grass and the comparatively flat 
surface of the basin. This space makes a good place to kick a ball or bat a rounder’s ball around. The 
sloping sides of the basin create good opportunities for sitting and spectating the action in the basin below 
and sledging on occasions when conditions are favourable. 
 
This space has the potential to accommodate events e.g.  informal sporting activities or performances. The 
sloping sides have the potential for further terracing to create seating areas, formalising the ‘amphitheatre’. 
Summer events such as concerts and theatre would be encouraged, drawing more people to this space.  
 
 
 
Actions: 
 Formalise Amphitheatre by terracing the sloping sides  
 Encourage local groups to use the space for workshops and performance 
 Research appetite for local events to be potentially held within this area 
 Clearance of some existing vegetation to the north of basin to open up views along the river 
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3.7 Character Area 7 – Orchard and Edible Woodland  

This is a large open space consisting of small copse areas, interesting mounds and seating along the river 
perimeter. The main feature being the Edible Woodland.  
 
The Edible Woodland grew out of a concept from the Buckingham Transition group. Once it became a 
reality, the project became a stand alone project managed by the Buckingham Edible Woodland Group 
(BEWG), sharing the Transition principles.  
 
The Buckingham Edible Woodland was set up in February 2014. An area of 2330 square metres of land 
has been leased to the Edible Woodland Group to allow all local residents of Buckingham and the 
surrounding villages to grow edible and useful plants in a natural and sustainable way, increasing social 
interaction in the community, by creating an educational relaxing garden in an attractive setting. As part of 
the lease the land remains publicly accessible.  
 
A small pond with associated marginal planting is 
also sited within this Character Area. Works to 
improve the ecological value of the pond will be 
carried out by the Vale Countryside Volunteers 
guided by AVDC’s Ecologist. The pond is currently 
ephemeral so the intention is to expand the area 
where water can lie. This will hopefully establish a 
permanent area of standing still water while still 
enabling larger areas of ephemeral pools in the 
form of scrapes. These ephemeral ponds have 
become scarce in Bucks and a number of invertebrate species specialise in colonising them. It is intended 
to encourage a range of invertebrates reptiles and amphibians in these ponds and scrapes. Monitoring will 
be established with the help of the local community once the ponds and scrapes have been formed. This 
will become a useful resource and educational tool for participants of the Edible Woodland and local 
community. 
 
Further information on the Edible Woodland can be found at http://www.bucksedwood.org.uk/ 
 
Actions: 
 Increase the number of trees, in particular fruit trees to contribute to an urban orchard  
 Install hard surfaced path around character area perimeter, to increase access and use throughout 

the park 
 Feasibility study into footbridge across river linking Heartlands & Bourton Parks 
 Interpretation and information point 
 Continue to improve mown paths and informal access 
 Additional seating & review litter bin provision 
 Vegetation clearance to create holistic zones for access along River corridor 
 Improve ecological value of the pond 
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3.8 Character Area 8 - Stratford Fields Play 

 
 
Located north of the river corridor and Heartlands Park, Stratford Fields Play Area is a small but pretty open 
space which runs adjacent to the River Great Ouse, separated by a hard surfaced path. The path belongs 
to Character Area 1, River Park Walk and provides good pedestrian access to the play area and an 
interesting route that links to the town centre and Bourton Park in the other direction.  

A play space with natural features and landscaped areas providing a good range of fully inclusive play 
experiences designed for ages 2-12. The play area was installed in 2012 and has good natural surveillance 
from both the adjacent housing and the main Bourton Park to Buckingham Town Centre thoroughfare. 

In addition to the play area inspections as part of the Council’s horticulture and street cleansing contract, an 
annual audit of play areas is carried out by The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA).  
This covers access and play value assessments which were scored as ‘good’. A copy of the report can be 
found in Appendix 3. 

Stratford Fields car park (located directly off  the A422 that runs through Buckingham) has restrictions for 
public parking on some weekends, when the car park reverts to sole use of Buckingham Athletic Football 
Club. 

Actions: 
 Continue to monitor and maintain play facilities  
 Improve street furniture  
 Remove poor quality shrubs 
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4 Healthy, Safe and Secure 

Aim 
The park will be healthy, safe and secure for all members of the community 
 
Objectives 
 To ensure that all Park users feel safe and secure 
 To actively engage with the public and encourage acceptable behaviour  
 To ensure that health and safety is managed by AVDC 
 To ensure that the external contractors are managing health and safety relevant to them 

 
Health and Safety 

Aylesbury Vale District Council has a comprehensive health and safety policy, distributed to all services 
and is designed to ensure that the council meets its legal duties. The information contained includes: The 
Health and Safety Policy, Health and Safety Procedures including who is responsible for what, Supporting 
information and guidance, Generic risk assessments and Fire risk assessments. Relevant parts of the 
policy are included in the Maintenance Contracts and are monitored by officers. Contractors have their own 
health and safety policies. 
 
Aylesbury Vale District Council aims to create a sense of security for visitors to the park. The Park ideally 
should always feel secure for members of the community to use, it is open to pedestrians throughout the 
year. 
 
The site is visited daily by the contractors who carry out cleansing of the play area and skate park. All park 
facilities are regularly inspected by Council officers and grounds maintenance staff to ensure that they are 
safe to use. 
 
Play equipment is checked weekly as part of the grounds maintenance contract. An independent 
assessment of the play equipment is carried out by ROSPA every year and any actions identified are 
implemented by the Contract Monitoring Team. An example of the ROSPA safety report for 2017 can be 
found in Appendix 5. 
 
A site specific Risk Assessment was carried out by RoSPA in 2017 which identified a number of low risk 
areas within the park, some with recommended actions which have either been implemented or which form 
part of future planned maintenance works. This assessment is carried out every 3 years. 
 
Health and Safety policies for the Park are available for its different activities, e.g. maintenance, events, 
construction, tree works. These are updated by the officer in charge of the given area. Any concerns or 
incidents are directed to AVDC’s Health and Safety Officer.  
 
Risk assessments/method statements for all items in the joint contract are in place and available 
electronically from the contractors; this includes litter picking, grass cutting operations and various other 
operations throughout the park. 
 
Where community groups such as Vale Countryside Volunteers are involved in practical works in the Park, 
these are subject to a specific risk assessment and volunteers are managed accordingly. 

A combination of bollards and wooden fencing prevent unauthorised vehicle access onto the Park. Sliding 
barriers have been installed to assist the horticultural contractor to access the site to carry out maintenance 
work. 
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Community Safety  

A programme of activities will seek to encourage positive behaviour in public places and to provide a 
positive means of addressing the link between a lack of activities for the teenage group and anti-social 
behaviour. The provision of facilities for 13-19 year olds is supported by the Thames Valley Police. This 
supports the Community Safety Strategy8 which includes targets to reduce crime and anti-social behaviour. 
Any future facilities would only be implemented following a thorough consultation process with young 
people and local residents. This would be achieved through consultation with schools, clubs and resident 
association groups.   
  
Any anti social behaviour is recorded and passed to the Communities Department; serious incidents are 
reported to Thames Valley Police.  
 
No drink zones were established in the park in July 2008 as well as across all AVDC Parks and open 
spaces. AVDC was experiencing alcohol related anti social behaviour on some of the public open spaces 
within the town. After consulting the Police the authority decided to apply for an ‘Alcohol Consumption in 
Designated Public Places Order’ for all the large public open spaces. The decision was taken to include all 
large open spaces within the town as this would stop the anti social behaviour migrating to other areas that 
were not included in the Order. Arising from changes in legislation the DPPO has now been replaced by 
Public Space Protection Orders (PSPO). 

It is an offence not to comply with a request from a police officer, PCSO or any other authorised officer to 
cease drinking or surrender alcohol in an area subject to the order. Alcohol can be confiscated and 
disposed of. Failure to comply is an offence and can result in a fine of up to £500 in the Magistrates' Court 
or can be dealt with by issuing a Fixed Penalty Notice of £100. Heartlands is included in the Order and this 
is considered a positive way to help reduce anti social behaviour. 

Heartlands is patrolled on a regular basis by PCSO’s to deal with any incidents that may occur and to offer 
an onsite presence.  
 
Buckingham Action Group 
 
In 2012, a multiagency group was set up to co-ordinate activities for young people in Buckingham. The 
group is made up of various representatives and agencies including Buckingham Town Council, AVDC, 
BCC, Thames Valley Police, Project Street Life, Buckingham Youth Centre and the Buckingham NAG. The 
group initially focused on providing diversionary activities for young people at risk of causing anti-social 
behaviour and so over the past few years the group have secured funding to run a range of activities for 
young people aged 11 years and up over the summer holidays, which is where traditionally there is a spike 
in youth anti-social behaviour calls. Having reviewed the activities run in the past, the group are now 
looking at setting up recurring activities during term time as well as the school holidays to compliment the 
current youth offer in the town. 
 
The majority of the Park has good natural surveillance from surrounding houses. Sight lines throughout the 
site have been maintained and any future tree planting will take these points into account. 
 
A copy of the park’s Bylaws can be found in Appendix 6. 
 
Lighting exists along the main pedestrian routes which create a safe walking route at night; these columns 
are owned and maintained by Buckinghamshire County Council. There has been no identified need for 
further lighting in the Park. 
 
Actions: 
 Continue to monitor the RoSPA Open Space risk assessments and ensure recommendations are 

addressed 
 Continue to monitor both the weekly contractor and annual RoSPA play area inspections and 

ensure that all recommendations are addressed. 

                                                      
8 URL: http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/community-safety-partnership-news-and-events 
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5 Clean and Well maintained 

Aim 
The park will be clean and well maintained through the management 
of the external contracts and review of specifications to ensure high 
quality is achieved 
 
Objectives 
 To reduce the amount of litter left on the ground  
 To reduce vandalism  
 To ensure that the park, its infrastructure and its facilities are managed to a high 

standard  
 To reduce incidents of dog fouling 
 To ensure consistent, high quality maintenance across the whole site 

 
The Park is cleaned, litter picked and litter bins emptied weekly by the contractor. Bridge Street skate park 
and play area are cleansed daily, Stratford Fields play area is cleansed weekly. 
 
The litter specification for the park includes the sweeping of all access ways, roadways, parking areas, 
footways, and other hard surfaced areas frequented by pedestrians. Removal of litter from all grass 
surfaces and shrub beds is included. Weeds growing on hard surfaced areas are also treated as litter. The 
contractors should maintain the required standard of cleanliness throughout the contract year. The park will 
have greater level of usage both in particular areas and on a seasonal basis, especially during the summer 
months, the contractors ensure that their working arrangements take into account factors that give rise to 
requirement and should apply more resources or higher frequencies at particular times.  
 
All graffiti which is obscene in its nature is removed by our Street Cleansing operatives with almost 
immediate effect. Minor graffiti such as marker pen tagging is usually cleaned within 24hrs. Vandalism and 
fly tipping is also dealt with within 48 hours. 
 
Dog fouling is monitored by the joint grounds maintenance contractors. From April 2013 dog bin emptying 
has been part of the joint contract and will be emptied once a week in the winter, twice a week in the 
summer and whenever necessary. The number of dog waste bins (4) is sufficient for the size of the Park 
and no issues have been raised by contractors who empty the bins.  
 
Rat baiting stations are monitored and cleansed monthly.  
 
Grounds Maintenance 
 
The Park is maintained through a joint external grounds maintenance contract, currently with SUEZ UK9 
and John O’Conner Grounds Maintenance Ltd, (JOC)10. The contract officially commenced on Monday, 21 
January, 2013, and will run until 2020. The new integrated contract arrangement will see the council make 
annual savings of around £180,000 while delivering improved, more efficient services for local residents. In 
addition to these savings, the council has also managed to secure additional value through funded 
apprenticeships and work experience placements, ‘Envirocrime’ campaigns in schools, and the provision of 
innovative information technology systems to monitor the standards of cleanliness and grounds 
maintenance. 
 
The Street Cleansing and Horticulture Team oversees the maintenance of the Park and monitors the 
delivery of the contract specification, condition of infrastructure and liaises with the grounds maintenance 
contractor. This is achieved by the implementation of weekly combined inspections being carried out 
between AVDC and the grounds maintenance supervisor along with the grounds maintenance operative 
recording tasks to be undertaken on specific days/weeks/months of the year. 
                                                      
9 URL: http://www.sita.co.uk/ 
10 URL: http://www.johnoconner.co.uk/ 
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Inspections of the park are recorded digitally and include comments on cleanliness, works completed, 
works not completed, and the standard of maintenance.  
 
Fortnightly meetings between the Community Spaces Team and the Contract Manager of SUEZ UK and 
John O’Conner’s Ltd raise awareness of any potential management issues and gives the opportunity for 
both parties to pass on information that may affect the upkeep of the Park, e.g. upcoming events, capital 
projects, etc. If the specification is not met, this is raised formally through the contractor’s internet based 
customer care system. Where action is not taken or breaches of contract occur, AVDC can issue a default 
with financial penalties.  
 
The new joint Street Cleansing and Horticulture contract is performing well with 99% of the contract being 
delivered. We are now reviewing the ways in which we monitor and manage the contract to ensure it’s as 
efficient as possible. Since April 2013 the Unibase online system has been adopted which allows both the 
contractor and AVDC to share information in real time. This allows for Variation Orders (VO’s), inspection 
monitoring of the play areas and customer care issues. 
 
Horticultural correct methods are applied by the grounds maintenance staff and John O’Conner encourages 
all staff to undertake training qualifications. All contractor machinery engaged in park maintenance must be 
correctly maintained and have safety guards in place. Fuels are stored off site, in a safe place and bunded 
to avoid leakage. We try to keep park vehicle movement to a minimum, all access points are gated and 
locked. All contract personnel are trained in the safe operation of equipment before being permitted to use 
it. They are provided with, and must wear, personal protective equipment. The implementation of this 
requirement is monitored by the AVDC Street Cleansing and Horticulture Team. All contractor staff working 
within the park are easily identifiable wearing fluorescent orange outfits. 
 
The main maintenance features in the park are -  

 Grass Cutting: The grass is currently mown 13 times per annum and if required during the winter 
months. All arising’s are scattered and there is minimal build-up of grass cuttings.  

 
 Conservation grass cutting: The conservation grass cut is carried out twice per annum in 

June/July and September/October. The arising’s are removed from site and thistles docs etc. are 
removed as and when required. The conservation border has in recent years been planted up with 
native wildflowers in order to further increase its value. The management of the wildflower areas is 
guided by the Council’s Ecology Officer.  

 

 Litter Picking: The Park is litter picked weekly, and at higher frequencies during busier periods. 
 
 Play Areas (including Bridge Street, Stratford Fields and skate park): Inspected weekly by 

contractor and cleansed daily, cleansing involves wiping down all equipment and litter picking. 
Stratfords Field Play Area is cleansed weekly. 

 

 Trees: inspected by the Council’s Tree Officer on a regular programme; new tree planting projects 
are identified by the Parks Tree Officer in consultation with all stakeholders. Further detail is given 
on page 26. 

 

More information about the joint contract can be found on the John O’Conner microsite, this shows details 
of the management team, contact details, services provided, achievements, community involvement and 
sustainability. Please visit - http://www.johnoconner.co.uk/our-clients/aylesbury-vale-district-council 

The horticultural operations and Maintenance Regimes carried out at Heartlands by the Council’s 
contractor are shown in more detail in Appendix 7.
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Figure 5: Heartlands Maintenance Operations Plan  
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Seating Areas and Bins 

The majority of benches are of the same design. Benches were renovated in 2009 as part of the on going 
maintenance work to improve and enhance the facilities of the Park. Commemorative bench and tree 
applications are forwarded to the Environment Team who consider appropriate locations bearing in mind 
the context and character of the park. 
 
The majority of litter bins are of the same design (90 litre Ollerton) and are emptied weekly. There are still 
some of the old design of bins in the park, these will be phased out as and when they require replacement. 
Litter bin provision will continue to be monitored by contractors and officers. 
 
Buildings and other Infrastructure 
 
Management of the Cornwalls Meadow car park11 is the responsibility of AVDC’s Parking Services Team, 
any repairs required are carried out by AVDC’s Property Services as and when required. Improvement 
works to the car park were carried out in 2015. 
 
Footpath conditions are now monitored on a regular basis and minor works carried out as and when 
required from existing budgets. Certain sections of footpaths in the park are the responsibility of 
Buckinghamshire County Council (BCC). 
 
The toilets located in the car park are managed by Buckingham Town Council.  
 
Actions: 
 Review maintenance of site in terms of ecology 
 Continue to monitor the combined street cleansing and ground maintenance contract to ensure high 

standards are maintained throughout the park 
 Consider additional litter bins throughout the park if required 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
11 URL: https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/cornwalls-meadow 
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6 Sustainability 

Aim 
The park will be managed and maintained using environmental best practice and demonstrate that 
informed choices have been made and are regularly reviewed. 
 
Objectives 
 Pesticide use should be reduced and used only when absolutely necessary and justified  
 To avoid where possible the use of horticultural peat  
 Green waste arising from the Park should be recycled  
 To reduce the carbon footprint of the Park 
 To reduce water consumption 
 To encourage wildlife to the Park  
 To encourage the use of sustainable planting schemes 

 
The joint contract partnership provides savings over what were previously two separate contracts by more 
efficient use of vehicles, machinery, staff, admin and other resources. The main challenge was the 
integration of the two contracts and merging of two previously separate AVDC teams, however the outcome 
has been increased efficiency and year on year savings for the Council. The joint contract operates to ISO 
standards for Environmental Management (ISO 14001) and Quality Management (ISO 9001).  

Materials and Resources 

All green waste material is taken off site and taken to the Buckingham Compost Facility an on farm green 
waste recycling site located in Maids Moreton, just north of Buckingham. The material is screened once per 
annum and recycled into woodchip mulch and used on beds within Aylesbury Vale, including beds in 
Heartlands. Materials arising from vegetation clearances carried out by the volunteers are re-used on-site 
for dead hedge laying, invertebrate habitats or recycled into woodchip. 
 
The wildlife meadow will continue to be managed to benefit biodiversity and will be developed by planting 
further trees and wild flowers, guided by the Council’s Ecology and Tree Officers.  
 
The horticultural contractor is prohibited from using peat wherever practically possible and must use a 
medium that is from a sustainable source. Plants are currently selected from peat free growers and will 
continue to be sourced from such.  

Pesticide use 
 
Pesticide is used in accordance with the legislation and is only used when necessary. Chemicals are stored 
by our contractor in accordance with the Health and Safety at Work Act, The Environmental Protection Act 
and COSHH regulations. Chemical usage forms are filled out each time a spraying operation is carried out. 
This records details of the spray operator, site location, amount of chemical used, name of chemical used 
and the weather conditions. The contractors hold copies and are available upon request. 

Non-residual herbicides are used; they include Glyphosate Total Weed Killer and 2,4-D. Chemicals are only 
used when absolutely necessary to control perennial weeds and disease, cultural hand weeding and 
mulching is applied to the shrub beds in Heartlands. All shrub beds are mulched to suppress weed growth 
and reduce the need for irrigation during drought periods.  

For more information on Sustainability and how AVDC works towards tackling climate change please visit  
http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/your-council-tackling-climate-change 
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7 Conservation and heritage 

Aim 
Seek to conserve and enhance the parks heritage in its management and maintenance. 
 
Objectives 
 To ensure a coordinated approach to the conservation and management of the Park’s heritage 
 To conserve and enhance heritage features to a high standard 
 To investigate how the community values the Park’s heritage 
 To increase interest and understanding of the Park’s heritage 
 To raise awareness of the Park and its heritage 
 To improve the condition of trees 
 To increase the number of trees 

 
Conservation of the Landscape and Built Environment 

There are a number of features in the park that contribute to the aesthetic and heritage value. The intention 
is to retain these features and ensure they are maintained to a good standard, and where possible 
enhanced. Any repairs that need to be carried out are assessed on their risk to safety and prioritised 
accordingly. 

Historically the landscape in Heartlands was agricultural, the ridge and furrow (medieval ploughing system) 
is still present on the parkland today seen in the undulating topography. The Council has made adjustments 
within the horticultural contract so that certain parts of Heartlands are being managed to create wildflower 
rich areas in partnership with Plant Life and Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT).  

The main area of ridge and furrow meadow has been retained through the establishment of the Coronation 
Meadow. With the support of Plant Life and the Local Wildlife Trust the ecology and history of this area will 
continue to be managed and maintained as it has been in the past. Going forward community involvement 
in the long term monitoring of this area is intended to ensure local ownership and greater understanding of 
this historically important ecological asset to Buckingham. 
 
Located next to the Cornwalls Meadow bridge in Heartlands is an interpretation panel that explains the 
history of the ridge and furrow farming and the rich diversity of ecology.  
 
Trees 

AVDC’s Tree Management Strategy12 was reviewed and following public consultation was formally adopted 
in August 2009. The Tree Management Strategy sets out six fundamental policies to provide a coherent 
and effective strategy for the management of AVDC’s trees and woodlands. The Strategy is currently being 
updated and revised for 2018-2025.  

Tree surveys and assessments are carried out every 4-5 years with full surveys being done on every tree. 
Ad hoc inspections and walk through inspections are carried out frequently by the Parks Tree Officer 
especially in higher frequented areas. A full list of trees recorded in the park can be found in Appendix 8.  

Since 2012 tree work has involved the planting of 14 new trees (including 1 Red Oak and a group of 3 Cut 
Leaved Birch planted to celebrate National Tree Week), 2 pollards, 1 fell, cyclical maintenance to maintain 
clearances and responding to tree related inquiries. 

AVDC will continue to work closely with the Buckingham Tree Wardens in the management of trees at 
Heartlands. 

                                                      
12 http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/trees 
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All planting will be carefully planned to keep main vistas open and minimise shading and subsidence risks 
to adjacent properties.  
 

8 Community involvement 

Aim 
To involve the community to ensure that access for all is encouraged and barriers to access are addressed 
 
Objectives 
 Capital changes and activities must be based upon community needs and wishes 
 To empower and engage the local community 
 To ensure that consultation is representative and inclusive 
 To identify patterns of use and under-represented groups 
 To address barriers to access 
 To encourage greater use of the Park 
 To support successful events 
 To increase the audience base 

 
The Park Community 

The Council works closely with the local community to manage and improve Heartlands. We work with a 
variety of community organisations including Buckingham Town Council, Buckingham Transition Group, 
Buckingham Railway Walk Conservation Group and Vale Countryside Volunteers.   
 
Stakeholders for Heartlands have been consulted on the development of the park and continue to be 
consulted when new projects are planned; these can be found in Appendix 9. Considerable public 
engagement has taken place with the local community over site improvements to the Park including school 
visits, site notices and press articles.  
 
AVDC will continue to gain up-to-date feedback from the local community, stakeholders and park users 
which will be used to inform the future development of the park; face to face questionnaires will be handed 
out at events such as Love Parks Week.  
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Park Involvement and Events 

Buckingham joined the worldwide phenomenon of 
parkrun in 2014, a free, 5k (3 mile) run at 9am every 
Saturday that is open to people of all ages and 
abilities. It is a run, not a race, and is ideal for those 
new to running or who need a bit of motivation to get 
out of bed on the weekend. The run starts next to 
Bridge Street skate park at Heartlands on the north 
side of the River Great Ouse and continues through 
to Bourton Park. 

 

Course description: http://www.parkrun.org.uk/buckingham/course/ 

For more information or to Sign up please visit http://www.parkrun.org.uk/buckingham/ 

Buckingham and Stowe Running Club consists of 140 members who regularly use the park to run through 
and use the footpaths for structured training plans. In 2016 the BSRC won club of the year at the Bucks 
and MK Sports Award. 

For more information please visit https://buckinghamrunningclu.ipage.com/ 

Buckinghamshire County Council’s Simply Walk health and well being programme sees volunteer led walks 
take place throughout the year at various sites in Buckinghamshire. The walks within Buckingham includes 
part of Heartlands and take place every Friday morning meeting at Cornwalls Meadow car park. Further 
information can be found on the Buckinghamshire County Council website: 
http://old.buckscc.gov.uk/events/simply-walk/simply-walk/buckingham-weekly-walks-(levels-2-and-
3)/?e=219872 
  
Regular youth events take place at the skate park, more recently the Love Buckingham Community Skate 
Park day in October 2017 hosted by Sanctuary celebrating and supporting positive youth culture in 
Buckingham. 

The following results were collated from attendees at a National Play Day event in 2015  

• When asked if they would come more often to a park, 82% said they would if there were organised 
family activities, 72% said they would if there were organised activities for children e.g. sports, arts or 
nature, 44% said they would if there was a family pack to download or app before going to the park 
and 64% said they would if there were activity trails around the parks. Two additional comments were 
having young children activities or picnic events. 

This demonstrates that events in parks and open spaces are vital in increasing the audience base. 

All those wishing to hold events in the Park apply for permission from AVDC’s Communities Team who 
designate an officer to ensure the events policy is adhered to and provide groups with any help they 
require. Event documents and information can be found at http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/organising-
event-avdc-land 
 
 

 

 

© flaneur.co.uk 
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Voluntary and Community Groups 

Vale Countryside Volunteers (VCV) is a working party set up to care for 
and protect the wildlife and countryside of Aylesbury Vale.  
They carry out practical conservation work and related activities using 
traditional crafts and skills in a varied programme of habitat restoration 
and creation.  
 
VCV, who carry out a variety of work in the Council’s parks, 
celebrated its ten year anniversary in 2013. Over the past 
15 years the volunteers have carried out hedge 
management works, wildlife monitoring, wildflower meadow 
establishment, woodland and scrub planting, specimen tree 
planting, pond restoration and bat and bird box erecting.   

Further conservation works are planned at Heartlands in 
early 2018, including scrub clearance, hedge laying and 
further tree planting.  
 
A promotional leaflet for the Vale Countryside Volunteers and how to become involved in upcoming 
projects can be found in Appendix 10 or visit http://www.vcv.org.uk/. 

Aqua Sub Group 

Twice a year Buckingham Town Council team up with volunteers from the Sub Aqua Group, local residents 
and Buckingham firefighters to clean out a stretch of the River Great Ouse. AVDC support this by supplying 
skips and where the river borders our land this is given as a free service. 

National Tree Planting Week 2017  
 
National Tree Week took place between 25 November to 3 
December and to celebrate this a Red Oak and a group of 
3 Cut Leaved Birch were planted at Heartlands on the 1 

December. The chairman and local Members attended 
along with officers and grounds maintenance contractors to 
celebrate the planting. 

https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/news/avdc-plants-
trees-buckingham-celebrate-national-tree-week  

Information about National Tree Week can be found here: www.treecouncil.org.uk 

Equality Act and Inclusion 

Accessibility throughout the Park is essential to comply with AVDC’s Equal Opportunities Policy.   
The Park has relatively good connectivity throughout, the play areas are accessible and include a variety of 
inclusive equipment such as nest swings and a wide slide. The aforementioned additional hard surfaced 
footpath and footbridge will only increase access for all throughout the Park.  

Actions: 
 Review spread of information throughout the park e.g. notice boards 
 Continue to inform local residents, Cllrs and other stakeholders of major project proposals and invite 

comment  
 Continue to work with Vale Countryside Volunteers on conservation projects 
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9 Marketing 

Aim 
To increase the understanding and appreciation of the Park and its heritage through interpretation, events 
and promotional activities 
 
Objectives  
 Increase the audience base using the park 
 Raise awareness of the Park and its heritage 
 Promote active participation 

 
Communications and Marketing oversees the marketing and promotion of the park. A programme of 
marketing activities has been produced and draws upon different techniques and marketing channels to 
attract hard to reach groups as well as the general park users. There is currently no specific marketing 
strategy for Heartlands however there are a number of relevant key aims listed below to promote the park 
and events: 
 

 Promotion of Green Flag Awards for Vale Park, Bedgrove and Heartlands (subject to success), 
through PR; website; branding; social media; flag raising ceremonies (Coincided with Love Parks 
Week) and communications to stakeholders and corporate publications 

 Update on the park’s key developments i.e. new projects 
 Promotion of National Tree Planting Week 
 Promotion of Parkrun event 
 Promotion of changes to the horticulture and street cleansing services through PR; website and 

online channels; parish newsletters; corporate publications and internal communications 
 Promotion of Love Parks Week through targeted advertising, online channels, social media, print 

material and signage in Heartlands 
 Promotion  of the new contractor and support the contractor’s marketing through online channels, 

PR; internal communications; corporate publications; social media, targeted advertising including 
Visit Buckinghamshire visitor guides 

 Agree programme of customer surveys for division and review existing research findings.  Inc. 
Customer Satisfaction surveys undertaken across the division. 

 Promotion of Vale Countryside Volunteers through PR, internal communications and online 
channels. 

 Review existing methods of marketing and continue to develop new and focused methods to attract 
young people  

 
Encouraging Park Use 
 
Heartlands is very popular due to its central location within the town. The investment in the refurbishment of 
the children’s play areas and the start up of Parkrun has encouraged park usage attracting more visitors to 
the Park from around the district. 
 
All key leisure events, activities and projects are promoted through a range of publications, including the 
AVDC resident’s magazine and the Buckingham Town visitor guide. In addition, AVDC events are also 
promoted through partners’ publications such as Buckingham Town Council’s ‘Buckingham Town Matters’ 
resident’s newsletter and parish communications. The Hidden Treasures of Buckingham leaflet highlights 
the rich history of Buckingham including the ridge and furrow in Heartlands. Leaflets and further information 
can be obtained from the Tourist Information Centre located in the library. Key to the promotion of the Park 
is the update of information on the council’s website and events programme. 
 
Heartlands is also promoted on the ‘Thoroughly Modern Traditional Buckingham’ website 
https://www.buckinghamuk.info/see-and-do/ 
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Information and Interpretation 
 
Signage improvements throughout the Park are planned for 2018 including at the main entrances to 
provide a friendly and welcoming interpretation into the Park. 
 
The only directional signage within the Park is for the public footpaths that serve to indicate the right of way 
and the Buckingham Circular Walk. 
 
The children’s play areas at Bridge Street and Stratford 
Fields have clear and prominent signage by the 
entrances to the play area outlining the age range of 
equipment and behaviour expected by users with 
contact details for the Council. Signage is also situated 
by the Skate Park. 
 
There is an information board on the management and 
wildlife habitat located by the Cornwalls Meadow 
bridge entrance to the park from the public car park 
area.  
 
AVDC Webpages  

Heartlands: This webpage is to be updated. Current information on Bridge Street Play Area - 
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/bridge-street-park 

Any issues with the park i.e. damage or vandalism can be reported on this page. 

Parks and open spaces: http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/parks-centres-and-clubs 

The website is updated frequently and on here you can find out information regarding play areas, grass 
cutting, management plans, events and public toilets. 

Actions: 
 Creation of new webpage on AVDC website 
 Celebrate projects and improvement works through press releases and official openings when 

appropriate 
 Support programme of events and activities such as Love Parks Week, Parkrun etc. 
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10 Management 

Aim 
Deliver good quality management and maintenance of the park through appropriate staffing and financial 
resources  

Objectives 

 To ensure a coordinated approach to the conservation and management of the Park’s heritage 
 To ensure good quality management and maintenance 
 Deliver good quality management and maintenance of the park through appropriate staffing and 

financial resources 

Standards of maintenance for the park are constantly reviewed to ensure that they always meet the 
expectations of the public. A balance has to be kept between the needs of users for recreation, informal 
activities, community events and the biodiversity. 

As funding and budgets for the park continue to decrease it is vital that the Environment Team is 
commercially aware, which includes it continually looking at new ways of working more efficiently, making 
savings and seeking new ways to generate income. 

Financial Management 

The finances for the park are managed as part of the wider council accounts, budgets are essentially set to 
cover core works provided by the integrated horticulture and street cleansing contract. 
 
There are separate budgets for one off works and repairs, any major improvements are generally funded 
through alternative sources such as Section 106 contributions and external funding e.g. WREN. 
 
All financial transactions exceeding £250 are published on the AVDC website to comply with the Central 
Government’s Transparency Agenda. 
 
Decision Making 

The management and maintenance of the Park was overseen by the Green Spaces Team until January 
2012. Following a restructure in 2012 the horticulture contract and street cleansing client teams merged to 
form the ‘Community Spaces Team’ who procured an integrated contract that has become effective as of 
January 2013. The team retained the horticulture expertise required to monitor the horticulture works and 
also a project team focused on public engagement and delivering one off works including capital projects 
(costing, tendering and construction). Following a further restructure in 2016 the overall management of the 
park is now overseen by the Environment Team, this team take the strategic lead on green spaces and 
manage all project and improvement works to the park. The Street Cleansing & Horticultural Team 
(formerly Community Spaces Team) continue to monitor our contractors against the contract specification. 

The Environment Team consist of an overall Team Manager, Senior Heritage Officer, Parks & Green 
Infrastructure Officer,  Parks Officer, 1 Ecologist, 2 Heritage Officers, 1 Parks Tree Officer, 1 Planning Tree 
Officer and 1 Pollution Officer. This team is based in Customer Fulfilment and has the overall responsibility 
for the management of the Park. 

The Street Cleansing & Horticultural Team originally came under Leisure Services but as of 2014 the team 
are managed under the Recycling and Waste Service.   

The Environment Team works in partnership with various internal departments and external organisations 
in the management of the Park, the key ones include:  
 

 AVDC Communities – Community Safety, Sports, Arts, Events and Play Development, 
 AVDC Street Cleansing & Horticultural Team – Contract specification and monitoring for the 

park  
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 AVDC Landscape Architects  – design and master plan development 
 AVDC Property Services – building maintenance  
 John O’Conner Ltd & SUEZ joint contract - grounds maintenance and street cleansing. 
 Buckinghamshire County Council – Lighting, Rights of Way, Infrastructure 
 The Environment Agency (EA)  
 Buckingham Town Council  
 

The Team structure is shown below:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Actions: 
 Update Management Plan 
 Prepare Master Plan of capital investment and submit bids to AVDC capital, S106 and external 

grant aid 
 Commercially aware - looking at ways to make savings and generate income while working more 

efficiently. 

Team Manager 

Aylesbury Vale District Council 

Environment Team

Parks Tree Officer 

Heritage Officers x 2 

Ecology Officer 

Parks and Green 
Infrastructure Officer 

HEARTLANDS 

Parks Officer  

Advisory and Support Teams: Landscape Architects, Street Cleansing and Horticulture, Community 
Engagement, Environmental Health, Property Services, Engineering Services, Planning, Legal and Estates, 
Marketing and Communication,  

External: John O’Conner’s, ground maintenance and SUEZ UK Street Cleansing contractors 

Senior Heritage Officer 

Pollution Officer Planning Tree Officer 
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11 Vision 

This section of the Management Plan sets out Aylesbury Vale District Councils intentions and aspirations 
for Heartlands over the next ten years. The Council endeavours to manage Heartlands to a good standard 
to keep it looking its best and to ensure the landscape and facilities are well maintained to ensure longevity 
and customer satisfaction, while ensuring that the existing character of the park is retained. The aim is for 
Heartlands to receive a Green Flag Award which will recognise the improvements and the measures taken 
to engage the local community to deliver their needs and wishes. The management objectives set out the 
overall aims for the park and should guide all decisions about maintenance and improvements of the park. 

11.1 Future Challenges and SWOT Analysis  

Before an action plan can be produced, it is necessary to carry out a SWOT analysis 

Strengths 

 Well used by visitors and locals, e.g. school 
children and the large number of residents that 
surround the park. 

 Good links to housing estates and wider public 
footpath networks. 

 Forms part of the strategic green infrastructure 
for Buckingham 

 Play facilities for mixed age ranges, e.g. play 
areas and Skate Park 

 Wildlife/conservation meadow 
 Maintenance standards high, e.g. good standards 

of horticulture 
 Car parking at Cornwalls Meadow and Stratford 

Fields 
 Safe, clean and sustainable principles 
 Interpretation board for wildlife and background 

information on the park  
 Active local community Group in the Buckingham 

Transition Group 
 Volunteer opportunities, e.g. VCV 
 Good open sites for natural surveillance 
 Ridge and furrow heritage 
 Parkrun event 
 The Ouse Valley Way – vibrant river corridor 
 Buckingham Edible Woodland Community Group 

 

Weaknesses 

 Lack of quality Welcome and Interpretation 
signage at appropriate points. 

 Lack of hard footpath circumnavigating some  
areas of the park  

 Lack of mature trees in main park 
 Limited heritage information available 
 Flooding - fluvial flooding in parts of the town in 

Flood Zones 2 and 3 
 New Potential Contaminated Land (from old 

sewerage farm) 
 Lack of access and/or visibility to some sections 

of the river corridor  
 Lack of wayfinding signage 
 Worn and poorly positioned street furniture in 

places. 

Opportunities 

 Events venue – more community events  
 Updated skate park that will bring visitors from 

further afield and make the skate park a 
‘destination place’ 

 Species survey for birds and other wildlife, 
opportunity to engage volunteer recorder 

 Mobile catering/concessions 

Threats 

 Funding cuts from central government could lead 
to lower standards of maintenance 

 Lack of S106 funds from development during 
housing dip 

 Loss of green space through inappropriate 
development 

 Change in political support for open spaces 
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 Better use of signage – target key access points  
 Advertising – banners  
 Sponsorship and public art – temporary exhibits 
 Volunteer opportunities 
 Use of technology – e.g. Apps for information – 

interactive signage.  Webpage more informative. 
Text alerts 

 External funding & developer financial 
contributions 

 Additional footpaths around park perimeter 
 User surveys/consultations carried out and used 

to inform Park improvements 
 Tree planting 
 Thinning out vegetation in areas making the park 

feel safer 
 Create better links with Bourton Park and push 

forward the footbridge plans 
 

 

investment 
 Resident opposition to change 
 Local development placing increased demands 

on facilities, e.g. car park  
 Accidents – insurance claims – negative publicity 

 

 

 

 

11.2 The Action Plan 2018 – Onwards, Current and Future Actions  

The identified initiatives listed within the Action Plan will be implemented as resources become available 
and discussions progressed on issues that require further consideration. 

Input has come from a number of sources including:– from within the Council, Buckingham Town Council, 
park users, local residents, Green Flag judges and other stakeholders. 

All actions are continually reviewed. 

Actions that have been completed can be found in Section 11.4 
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Action  Who Funding/Comments 

A welcoming place   
Improve signage throughout park, including at entrances Environment Team Revenue Budget 
Install hard surfaced path around Edible Woodland character area perimeter, 
to increase access and use throughout the park 

Environment Team AVDC Capital 

Feasibility study into an additional footbridge connecting Heartlands with 
Bourton Park  

Environment 
Team/All 

Stakeholders  
AVDC Capital 

Secure skate park funding/developer contributions Environment Team AVDC Capital 

Improve informal entrance from main park into Coronation Meadow  

Environment 
Team/Vale 
Countryside 
Volunteers 

Revenue Budget/Volunteers 

Improvements to street furniture throughout site Environment Team Revenue Budget 

Improvements to jetty/pontoon in Cornwalls Meadow Environment Team Revenue Budget 

Additional mown paths to allow greater access within parkland between hard 
paths 

Street Cleansing 
and Horticulture 

Team 
Revenue Budget 

Additional bulb planting 
Street Cleansing 
and Horticulture 

Team 
AVDC Capital 

Continue to improve mown paths and informal access around nature 
reservation areas 

Street Cleansing 
and Horticulture 

Team 
Revenue Budget 

Removal of knee rail fencing at the entrance to Formal Parkland Environment Team Revenue Budget 

Improve Ecological value of pond in Edible Woodland 

Environment 
Team/Vale 
Countryside 
Volunteers 

Revenue 
Budgets/Volunteers 

Interpretation and information provision improvements throughout site 
including Coronation Meadow, Nature Park and Edible Woodland 

Environment Team Revenue Budget 

Removal of overgrown vegetation to improve sightlines Vale Countryside Volunteers 
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Volunteers 

Improve river corridor vegetation management in line with VALP policies Environment Team Revenue Budget 

Continue to monitor and maintain play facilities 

Environment Team 
and Street 

Cleansing and 
Horticulture Team 

Revenue Budget 

Healthy, safe and secure    

Continue to monitor both the weekly contractor and annual RoSPA play area 
inspections and ensure that all recommendations are addressed  

Environment 
Team/Street 

Cleansing and 
Horticulture Team 

Revenue Budgets 

Continue to monitor the RoSPA Open Space risk assessments and ensure 
that recommendations are addressed – update every 3 years 

Environment Team Revenue Budgets 

Clean and well maintained    

Continue to monitor the combined street cleansing and ground maintenance 
contract to ensure good standards are maintained throughout the park 

Street Cleansing 
and Horticulture 

Team 
Revenue Budgets 

Review maintenance of site in terms of ecology and tree protection i.e. grass 
cutting frequencies around trees  

Environment 
Team/Street 

Cleansing and 
Horticulture Team 

Revenue Budgets 

Consider additional litter bins throughout the park if required 

Environment 
Team/Street 

Cleansing and 
Horticulture Team 

Revenue Budgets 

Sustainability   

Plant additional wildflowers in Coronation Meadow 
Vale Countryside 

Volunteers 
Volunteers 

Continue to manage wildflower meadow in accordance with Coronation 
Meadow standards set out in Management Plan 

Environment Team Revenue Budgets 
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Review wildlife and planting areas and how they can be enhanced to promote 
biodiversity to park users 

Environment Team Staff time 

Improved planting and naturalising of river banks Environment Team Revenue Budgets 

Conservation and Heritage   

Additional tree planting 
Environment 
Team/JOC 

Revenue Budgets 

Planting of Black Poplar trees in Nature Park 
Vale Countryside 

Volunteers 
Volunteers 

Increase the number of trees, in particular fruit trees to contribute to an urban 
orchard 

Environment 
Team/Volunteers 

Volunteers 

Ongoing monitoring of flora and fauna on site in collaboration with the local 
community and local community groups 

Environment 
Team/Volunteers 

Volunteers 

Community Involvement   

Review spread of information throughout the park e.g. noticeboards AVDC/Volunteers Staff time 

Continue to inform local residents, Cllrs and other stakeholders of major 
project proposals and invite comment 

Environment Team Staff time 

 
 

Regular clearance of debris to improve water course appearance 

Buckingham Town 
Council/Sub Aqua 

Group 
Volunteers  

Consult with user groups to inform new skate park design Environment Team Staff Time 

Seek a community volunteer to record and monitor the wildlife associated with 
the Nature Park 

Volunteers Volunteers 

Consider further ways to highlight opportunities for members of the local 
community to become involved in biodiversity works 

Environment 
Team/Volunteers 

Volunteers 

Seek a community volunteer to record and monitor the wildlife associated with 
the wildflower meadow and River Park Walk 

Environment 
Team/Volunteers 

Volunteers 

Continue to work with Vale Countryside Volunteers on conservation projects 

Environment 
Team/Vale 
Countryside 
Volunteers 

Volunteers 

Marketing   

Creation of new webpage on AVDC website AVDC Staff time 



Aylesbury Vale District Council 
 Environment Team – Heartlands Management Plan 

 

    38 
 

 

 

  

Celebrate projects and improvement works through press releases and official 
openings when appropriate  

Environment 
Team/Communicat
ions and Marketing

Staff time 

Support programme of events and activities such as Love Parks Week and 
Parkrun 

Communities 
Team 

Staff time 

Management    

Update Management Plan annually Environment Team Staff Time 

Prepare Master plan for the site  Landscape Staff Time 

Prepare Master plan of capital investment and submit bids to AVDC capital, 
S106 and external grant aid to implement works for the above plan 

Environment Team Staff Time 

Commercially aware – continue to look at ways to make savings, generate 
income and work more efficiently. 

AVDC Staff Time 
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11.3 Completed Actions 2012 – 2017 

Year Action Lead Team/Funding 

2013 New Play Area Installed Community Spaces Team/WREN 

2013 Site specific Risk Assessment carried out by RoSPA. Community Spaces Team 

2013 Footbridge Repair at Bridge Street Community Spaces 

2014 Access improvements including footpath installation from Cornwalls Meadow 
Bridge 

Community Spaces Team 

2015 Litter bin replacements at Stratford Fields and Heartlands Community Spaces Team 

2015 Memorial bench Installation donated by local resident 
Community Spaces Team/Local 

Resident 

2016 Repair of jetty at Cornwalls Meadow Community Spaces Team 

2017  Repair of Skate Park fencing Environment Team 

2017 Site specific Risk Assessment carried out by RoSPA Environment Team 

2017 New tree planting carried out to celebrate National Tree Planting Week Environment Team 

2017 Access improvements in Cornwalls Meadow car park to bridge Properties Team 

*To be added to when actions are completed.
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Appendices 

Appendix 1 - Heartlands Historical Overview 

The town of Buckingham dates back to 650. Buckingham was once an important coaching centre situated 
on the main routes from London to the Midlands and from Oxford to Cambridge. Until the 19th century the 
principal route was over the Sheriff’s Bridge on Ford Street, which was a six-arched stone bridge 
mentioned in Samuel Pepys’ diary. Now a modern footbridge provides pedestrian access across the river. 
In 1805 the Duke of Buckingham paid for the construction of a new bridge called ‘Long Bridge’ (now 
London Bridge) creating Bridge Street. At the centre of the upstream side of the bridge is a relief of the 
Swan of Buckingham and on the opposite side is the coat of arms of the Marquis of Buckingham who paid 
for most of the cost of the bridge’s construction. There are matching coats of arms at Stowe, in the conduit 
house and the pebble alcove. 

The Buckingham Borough Development Company Ltd played an important role in providing the 
infrastructure needed to foster further development around the town into the 1980s. This infrastructure 
included the Buckingham bypass (now A421 and A413 bypasses to the south and east of the town), 
community centre and the town centre riverside walk. 

History of Heartlands  

Heartlands is made up of former farm land and the site of an old sewage plant. In the area beyond the 
substation, towards Bourton Road Allotments, was the site of a knackers yard, when this area was 
landscaped lots of old animal bones were discovered.  

There are areas of ridge and furrow13, an archaeological pattern of ridges and troughs created through a 
system of continuous medieval ploughing. These can still be seen in the park today in Character Areas 3 
and 4. 

The open space was agreed as part of the application by David Wilson Homes for residential development 
of what is now known as Mallard Drive. The open space provided also included the former sewage 
treatment works farm, which was removed and ‘capped’ – this is where the raised area of land is 
immediately to the north of the housing and south of the drainage balancing pond (Character Area 5). 

The ‘new’ bridge across the river connecting to Stratford Fields was also provided by David Wilson Homes 
after consultation with residents and Aylesbury Vale District Council. 

The park (footpaths/planting etc.) was laid out in accordance with the requirements set out by AVDC. 

The planting behind the housing that overlooks the town was a requirement of the application – most of this 
is native and has worked well. 

This major residential development was all permitted in the mid 1990s. 

In 1993 the ‘Shy Swan’ sculpture was unveiled at Cornwalls Meadow (Character Area 1), This became a 
focal point of the Riverside Walk. This was commissioned by Buckingham Borough Development Company 
at a cost of £8,000.  The sculpture,  in Ancaster stone was created by artist Mark Folds to reflect the history 
of the site. 

 

                                                      
13 URL: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ridge_and_furrow 
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The first part of the open space was acquired by a Conveyance date 30 April 1981 between Noushin 
Araghi and Aylesbury Vale District Council. There are no restrictive covenants in the Conveyance, however 
they provided a summary of all way leaves and easements affecting the land, of which restrictions apply 
that no excavations or build overs the pipes and cables. 

The Transfer of the open space was completed at various stages between David Wilson Homes Limited 
and AVDC on 20th September 2005 and 21st September 2010. The transfer has the usual covenant not to 
use the property other than open space which expression shall mean amenity or recreational land to be 
made available for the use of public. A number of Deeds of Grant exist in relation to underground services 
and a Right of Way to go pass and repass along over the occupation road or lane from and to Bourton 
Road and a right of footway to and from the land known as Bridge Street. 

The former swimming pool that used to stand where the skate park is now was erected after World War 2 
from money raised by returning servicemen. There should still be a plaque in the Swan Pool Leisure Centre 
on London Road, which was relocated from the old pool, celebrating this.  

 

Old plan of Heartlands showing sewage works site and a plan highlighting the growth of Buckingham in 
different periods since the 18th century 
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Appendix 2 - Strategic, Legal and Planning 

The management and development of the park is influenced by factors affecting the town and the wider 
district. There are key strategic drivers that positively impact on the Council’s ability to provide a quality 
park and also legal matters that contribute to the ability of the Council and Thames Valley Police to provide 
a safe and secure park. 

There have been various retail, residential, and leisure developments in the town that have an affect on the 
Park. Notable developments over recent years include Lace Hill to the south and more in town apartments 
including Candleford Court. Where residential developments have taken place the Council has secured 
S106 funds to improve leisure provision to cater to the increased population. Over the years a proportion of 
these funds have been invested in Heartlands. 

The management and improvement of Heartlands supports the District Council’s vision statement:  
 

‘To make Aylesbury Vale the best possible  
place to live, work and visit’ 

 

The following provides an insight in the main strategies affecting the park, legal matters, and future 
development of the town and wider district. 

Aylesbury Vale Green Infrastructure Strategy 2011 - 2026 
 
The Aylesbury Vale Green Infrastructure Strategy14 sets out principles for the management and creation of 
accessible green infrastructure. The Strategy was produced in 2011 by AVDC and supported by a number 
of organisations drawn from the Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Consortium. The Strategy is 
supporting and has contributed to the aspirational delivery of the 10 Flagship projects identified in the 
action plan in collaboration with partner organisations, other Local Authorities, charities and community 
groups who will work together to deliver the flagship projects. Since the production of the Strategy the 
Consortium and Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Biodiversity Partnership became Buckinghamshire & 
Milton Keynes Natural Environment Partnership (BMNEP) where officers from various partner agencies 
collaborate as part of a Local Nature Partnership; (LNP’s were proposed in the Natural Environment White 
Paper and aim to bring together a variety of sectors, including green infrastructure, biodiversity, waste and 
energy resources).  
 
The remit of the Partnership includes spatial planning (including through collaboration with local planning 
authorities, as described in the National Planning Policy Framework), economic development (by working 
with the Local Enterprise Partnerships), public health and wellbeing (with the Health and Wellbeing 
Boards), wider environmental sustainability issues (working with the Bucks Strategic Partnership 
Environment Group) and rural issues (working with the Buckinghamshire Rural Affairs Group). The BMNEP 
will be an influential, innovative and authoritative advocate of the natural environment. It will set an 
ambitious and forward-looking agenda for co-ordinated action by partners from all sectors that improves the 
natural environment and increase the benefits it provides to all. 
 
The Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan has been prepared on behalf of the BMNEP and 
builds on Buckinghamshire County Council Green Infrastructure Strategy 2009 and  AVDC Green 
Infrastructure Strategy. It identifies flagship projects which through the collaboration of the Partnership will 
be taken forward by key stakeholders. 
 
The flagship projects have a variety of aims including; to benefit wildlife, increase accessibility to green 
spaces, and to protect and enhance historic landscapes. They set out the long term aspirations for green 
infrastructure across the district and its associated action plan will enable AVDC to be in a stronger position 

                                                      
14 URL: http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/green-infrastructure-strategy 
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as and when funding becomes available. AVDC is the lead organisation for five of the projects, as it either 
owns the land where the project will be located or is the lead organisation with the most relevant expertise.  
 
 Aylesbury Linear Park 
 Local Nature Reserves 
 Regional Wetlands Park 
 Trees Please 
 Vale Park 

 
Trees Please is also applicable to the Park as it sets out the ambition to increase the number and diversity 
of trees across the District.  
 
Sustainable Communities Strategy for Aylesbury Vale 2009-2026 
 
The overarching vision for Aylesbury Vale District is enshrined in the District’s Sustainable Communities 
Strategy for Aylesbury Vale 2009-202615. This sets out the long term vision for the district and the key local 
priorities – many of which will be addressed and delivered through other district or county-wide strategies, 
including the current Aylesbury Vale District Local Plan. It is based on comprehensive consultation with 
local stakeholders, residents and the community and voluntary sector. Its aim is to develop a sustainable 
community in Aylesbury Vale. The Strategy looks to shape Aylesbury Vale as a place by balancing and 
integrating the social, economic and environmental components that define the area. The SCS has five 
themes and outcomes, these are:- 
 
 Thriving Economy: building business and enterprise, developing skills and employment, 

supporting strategic infrastructure requirements and promoting investment; 
 Sustainable Environment: Tackling climate change, enhancing and protecting the local 

environment, reducing waste, re-using resources, increasing recycling and energy recovery and 
efficiently managing the transport network; 

 Safe Communities: Reducing the level and fear of crime, anti-social behaviour, improving the 
safety of local people and promoting safe development; 

 Health and Wellbeing: Promoting healthy lifestyles, reducing health inequalities, improving the 
quality of life, reducing homelessness and providing well-connected communities; 

 Cohesive and Strong Communities: Sustaining growth of a thriving voluntary community sector, 
increasing the confidence of communities and reducing social inclusion. 

 

Legal Documentation – Covenants and Byelaws 

There are byelaws in place that are specific to Bridge Street, these became operative in 1970. The byelaws 
support Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) to police the area and also for the Council where there 
is a need to challenge what may be considered to be illegal or anti-social activity within the park. A copy of 
the byelaws is included in Appendix 4. 

Planning Context 
 
The Vale of Aylesbury Plan (VAP) was withdrawn on the advice of an independent planning inspector. We 
are developing a new plan: the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP). This will include the overall strategy 
for the district, alongside site allocations (where needed), and development management policies. 

Aylesbury Vale’s planning policy framework used to be set out in the Adopted Aylesbury Vale District Local 
Plan (AVLDP). In 2007, the law changed, meaning that the policies in the AVDLP ceased to have effect 
unless saved by a Direction from the Secretary of State. A number of policies are saved and relate to green 

                                                      
15 URL:  http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/communities 
 
 



Aylesbury Vale District Council 
 Environment Team – Heartlands Management Plan 

 

    44 
 

spaces, both protecting existing green spaces and confirming requirements for the provision of specific 
facilities such as play areas. 4.221 of the AVDLP states: 

 
‘Difficulties in providing new open spaces within the existing built-up area serve to emphasise the 

importance of retaining and making the best use of those that already exist’. 
 
The increasing demand for the provision of multifunctional public open space must be included within the 
planning for new housing. Pressure will increase on existing destination sites such as Heartlands, but 
enhancements can be sought through S106 contributions for off-site provision.  
  
As part of the governments National Planning Policy Framework in 2012 AVDC carried out a quality and 
quantitative assessment of all open spaces within the district including Heartlands. The audit was scored on 
existing standards and what the potential could be.  
 
Heartlands also forms part of Natural England’s recommended 20ha Accessible Natural Greenspace 
Standard (ANGSt) site that should be provided within 2km of all dwellings.  
 
Conservation Areas 
 
The Buckingham Conservation Area was designated in 1971 and covers the town centre core. Bridge 
Street play area, skate park, River Great Ouse and Cornwalls Meadow fall within the Buckingham 
Conservation Area. 
 
Flood Plain 
 
The River Great Ouse presents significant flooding 
issues. There is currently fluvial flooding in parts of the 
town in Flood Zones 2 and 3 (The River Great Ouse). 
The plan opposite highlights the sections of Heartlands 
that are within the Flood Zone.  

Historic Land Use and New Potential Contaminated 
Land 
 
AVDC’s Buckingham Fact Pack16 defines part of areas 
within Character Areas 5 and 6 as Historic Land Use and 
New Potential Contaminated Land which refers to the 
previous sewage works being sited in these areas 
(although this has not been investigated by the Council’s 
Environmental Health Department). Any major works in these areas would first involve consultation with 
AVDC’s Pollution Officer. 

 

 

                                                      
16 URL: https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/page_downloads/Buckingham01-05-2013.pdf 
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Appendix 3 – RoSPA Play Value Assessment Audit – Bridge Street and Stratfords Field 

 

PLAY VALUE ASSESSMENT 
 
Site:    Bridge Street      Date:     27.06.14 
 
The Play Value of each element of the site should be looked upon individually and assessed against the purpose that 
the operator has designated for the site (i.e. Toddler, Junior, Mixed, and Teenage etc.). The Operator should aim for a 
minimum rating of Good for: the Site Overall, Ambience, and for those age groups for which the site is designed. As 
can be seen from the indicated maximum score some elements have greater play value than others. 
 

 
SITE OVERALL (Ignoring Equipment) 

 Max Score 
Social Safety 4 3 
Physical safety 4 3 
Pollution free 1  
Noise free 2 1 
Min of Two gates (Pedestrian) 3  
Gates suitable for wheelchairs – Open access  2 2 
Vehicle access gate 1  
Emergency vehicle access 2 1 
Age Separation 4 3 
Ground Contours 3 3 
Shade present 1 1 
Shelter  (all ages) 2 2 
Access for disabled 3 3 
Suitability 2 2 
Quality 3 3 
Adult Seats  (score extra 1 if  arm rests) 1 2 
Suitable litter bins 1 1 
Environmental suitability 2 2 
Locally related 3 2 
Ethnic 3 3 
Use of planting 2 1 
Wild Flowers 3  
Trees 3 3 
Long Grass 3  
Orientation 1 1 
Appropriate signage 1 1 
Colour suitability 2 2 
Open Space 3 1 
Wheelchair friendly surfacing linking items 4 2 

TOTAL 68 48 
Excellent  =   47+ Good = 36-47 Average = 29-35 Below Average = 20-28 Poor = <20 

OVERAL SITE ASSESSED AS EXCELLENT 
 

Ambience 
Visual appeal 10 8 
Condition (litter and graffiti) 2 2 
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Layout 2 1 
TOTAL 14 11 

Excellent  =   10+ Good = 8-10 Average = 6-7 Below Average = 4-
5 

Poor = <4 

OVERAL AMBIENCE ASSESSED AS EXCELLENT 
 

Toddlers 
Balancing 1 1 
Crawling   (short tunnels etc.) 1 1 
Rocking 1 1 
Rotating 1 1 
Sliding 1 1 
Swinging 1 1 
Sand Play 6  
Water Play 6  
Sensory Items 3 3 
Textural variety 2 2 
3+ Primary Colours 2 2 
Toddler seating 1 1 
Imaginative play  (Area lending to use of child’s imagination) 5 3 
Interactive ability  (Items encouraging group play) 2 2 
Parental Seating  (in Toddler section) 1 1 
 TOTAL 34 20 
Excellent  =    22+ Good = 18-22 Average = 13-17 Below Average = 9-

13 
Poor = <9 

OVERALL TODDLER ASSESSMENT = GOOD 
 

Juniors 
Balancing 2 2 
Crawling  (Short tunnels) 1 1 
Rocking 1 1 
Rotating 1 1 
Rotating (Multi User i.e. roundabouts etc.) 2 2 
Rocking and rotating (Mobilus, Waltz etc.) 4 2 
Sliding conventional (i.e. slide etc.) 1 1 
Sliding (fireman’s pole etc.) 1 1 
Swinging (Single) 1 1 
Swinging (Group) 2 2 
Gliding (Aerial runways etc.) 2  
Hanging 1  
Climbing 2 2 
Gymnastics 1 1 
Agility (Clatter bridges etc.) 2 2 
Ball Play  (Basketball/netball/football) 4  
Sand Play 4  
Water Play 4  
Sensory items 2 2 
Textural variety 2 2 
Wheeled Play (for bikes, skateboards etc.) 6 6 
3+ Primary colours 1 1 
Interactive ability (Items encouraging group play) 4 4 
Junior Seating  1 1 
Imaginative play  (Area lending to use of child’s imagination) 4 3 
Educational Play (abacus etc.) 1  
Ground Graphics (Hopscotch etc.) 2  

TOTAL 58 38 
Excellent  =   40+ Good = 32-40 Average = 26-

31 
Below Average =15-25 Poor = <15 
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OVERALL JUNIOR ASSESSMENT = GOOD 

 
 

Teenagers 
Interactive ability (items encouraging group play) 4 4 
Sports simulation / dynamic equipment / competition 4 4 
Cardio-vascular / Muscular development 4 4 
Rocking and rotating (Mobilus, Waltz etc.) 4 2 
Swinging (Group) 4 4 
Gliding (Aerial runways etc.) 3  
Climbing (Climbing Walls etc.) 2 2 
Textural variety 2 2 
Scent  (From Planting) 2  
Humour 2 2 
Graphics 3 3 
Teenage Seating areas/shelters 6 6 
Ball Play      (Basketball/netball/football etc.) 6  
Wheeled Play (for bikes, skateboards etc.) 6 6 

TOTAL 52 39 
Excellent  =    35+ Good = 25-34 Average = 18-

24 
Below Average = 11-

17 
Poor = <11 

OVERALL TEENAGE ASSESSMENT = EXCELLENT 
 
 
 
The assessments given above are RoSPA’s assessments and are not national averages. In 
practice a site rated “average” above is probably above the national average. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
Client  Aylesbury Vale District Council  Date  27.04.12 
Site  Stratford Fields   Inspector fwg 
 

PLAY AREA ACCESS AUDIT 
 

1.  Is there a designated car parking area     No 
      (if no proceed to 6) 
 
6.  Route to the play area clear and accessible    Yes  
     Work required  
 
7.  Are Paths at least 1.2m wide with passing spaces (1.8m wide) Yes  
     for long paths and camber no more than 1:40  
 
8.  If paths more than 50m long is there intermediate seating  Yes  
 
9.  Paths surface  
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Materials  
 
Bitmac      
 
Level   Yes   
 
10. Entrance to play area  
 
Are gates wide enough for wheelchairs (at least 1m wide)  Yes                                                      
 
Do they close in 5 seconds       Yes  
 
Are any latches easy to operate and not higher than 900mm   Yes  
 
11. Route from entrance and between equipment  
 
Surface present 
 
Bitmac    
 
12. Safer Surfacing  
 
Wet pour   
 
Suitable for wheelchairs        Yes 
 
13. Seating  
 
Is seating provided         Yes 
 
 
14. Play Equipment  
Are the following opportunities/skills available and are they available to disabled users  
 
Activity Present Suitable for Disabled 

persons 
Sliding Yes Yes 
Swinging Yes Yes 
Rotating Yes Yes 
Rocking Yes Yes 
Balancing Yes Yes 
Climbing Yes Yes 
Experimenting Yes Yes 
Role Play Yes Yes 
Learning Yes Yes 
Gathering Yes Yes 
 
 15. Provision of contrast for those with impaired sight  
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 Present  
 
16. Ball games facilities for disabled play e.g. wheelchair, basketball, hockey etc. or space 
for active wheelchair activities. 
 
 Present – Open space 
 
17. Steep slopes or sudden changes of level (hazard for those with visual impairment)  
 
 Not present 
 
18. Range of texture/sensory objects (visual impairment/learning difficulties) 
 
 Present 
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PLAY VALUE ASSESSMENT 
 
Site:  Stratford Fields     Date:  27.04.12 
 
The Play Value of each element of the site should be looked upon individually and assessed against the purpose that 
the operator has designated for the site (i.e. Toddler, Junior, Mixed, and Teenage etc.). The Operator should aim for a 
minimum rating of Good for: the Site Overall, Ambience, and for those age groups for which the site is designed. As 
can be seen from the indicated maximum score some elements have greater play value than others. 
 

 
SITE OVERALL (Ignoring Equipment) 

 Max Score 
Social Safety 4 3 
Physical safety 4 3 
Pollution free 1 1 
Noise free 2 2 
Min of Two gates (Pedestrian) 3  
Gates suitable for wheelchairs 2 2 
Vehicle access gate 1  
Emergency vehicle access 2 2 
Age Separation 4 2 
Ground Contours 3 2 
Shade present 1 1 
Shelter  (all ages) 2  
Access for disabled 3 2 
Suitability 2 2 
Quality 3 3 
Adult Seats  (score extra 1 if  arm rests) 1 1 
Suitable litter bins 1 1 
Environmental suitability 2 2 
Locally related 3 2 
Ethnic 3 3 
Use of planting 2 2 
Wild Flowers 3 1 
Trees 3 3 
Long Grass 3 2 
Orientation 1 1 
Appropriate signage 1 1 
Colour suitability 2 1 
Open Space 3 2 
Wheelchair friendly surfacing linking items 4 2 

TOTAL 68 49 
Excellent  =   47+ Good = 36-47 Average = 29-35 Below Average = 20-28 Poor = <20 

OVERAL SITE ASSESSED AS EXCELLENT 
 

Ambience 
Visual appeal 10 7 
Condition (litter and graffiti) 2 2 
Layout 2 2 

TOTAL 14 11 
Excellent  =   10+ Good = 8-10 Average = 6-7 Below Average = 4-

5 
Poor = <4 

OVERAL AMBIENCE ASSESSED AS EXCELLENT 
 

Toddlers 
Balancing 1 1 
Crawling   (short tunnels etc.) 1  
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Rocking 1 1 
Rotating 1 1 
Sliding 1 1 
Swinging 1 1 
Sand Play 6  
Water Play 6  
Sensory Items 3 3 
Textural variety 2 2 
3+ Primary Colours 2 3 
Toddler seating 1  
Imaginative play  (Area lending to use of child’s imagination) 5 3 
Interactive ability  (Items encouraging group play) 2 2 
Parental Seating  (in Toddler section) 1 1 
 TOTAL 34 18 
Excellent  =    22+ Good = 18-22 Average = 13-17 Below Average = 9-

13 
Poor = <9 

OVERALL TODDLER ASSESSMENT = GOOD 
 

Juniors 
Balancing 2 2 
Crawling  (Short tunnels) 1  
Rocking 1 1 
Rotating 1 1 
Rotating (Multi User i.e. roundabouts etc.) 2 2 
Rocking and rotating (Mobilus, Waltz etc.) 4  
Sliding conventional (i.e. slide etc.) 1 1 
Sliding (fireman’s pole etc.) 1 1 
Swinging (Single) 1 1 
Swinging (Group) 2 2 
Gliding (Aerial runways etc.) 2  
Hanging 1  
Climbing 2 2 
Gymnastics 1 1 
Agility (Clatter bridges etc.) 2 2 
Ball Play  (Basketball/netball/football) 4 3 
Sand Play 4  
Water Play 4  
Sensory items 2 2 
Textural variety 2 2 
Wheeled Play (for bikes, skateboards etc.) 6  
3+ Primary colours 1 1 
Interactive ability (Items encouraging group play) 4 3 
Junior Seating  1 1 
Imaginative play  (Area lending to use of child’s imagination) 4 3 
Educational Play (abacus etc.) 1  
Ground Graphics (Hopscotch etc.) 2  

TOTAL 58 31 
Excellent  =   40+ Good = 32-40 Average = 26-

31 
Below Average =15-25 Poor = <15 

OVERALL JUNIOR ASSESSMENT = GOOD 
 
The assessments given above are RoSPA’s assessments and are not national averages. In practice a site rated 
“average” above is probably above the national average 
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Appendix 4 – Coronation Meadow Management Plan  

Heartlands 

Coronation Meadow  

Management Plan 

Buckinghamshire 
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ESSENTIAL SITE  INFORMATION 

1. Name of Receptor meadow Name: Heartlands 

History behind name (if known): Not known 

2. Name of Coronation Meadow Upper Ray Meadows 

Distance between donor and receptor: 9 miles 

3. Location of meadow County: Buckinghamshire 

Nearest town (or village/city): Buckingham 

6-figure Grid Reference: SP700341 

Postcode: MK18 1TD 

4. Size of meadow to be 
restored 

Hectares: 1.2 

Acres: 2.9 

5. Year of restoration 2016 

 

6. Site owner details 

Owner name: Aylesbury Vale District Council 
Address: The Gateway, Gatehouse Road, Aylesbury HP19 
8FF 

Telephone: 01296 427972 
Email: pholton@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk  

7. Site manager details Manager name: As above 

Address: 

Telephone: 

Email: 

8. Site accessibility to the public Yes 

HABITAT & AGRI ENVIRONMENT INORMATION 

9. Site survey. 
Species list to be attached as 
appendix 

 

10. Type (s) of grassland, NVC 
type 

Lowland meadow 

11. Flowers of interest on the 
receptor meadow 

None 

12. Target species anticipated to 
establish successfully 

Great Burnet, Meadow Buttercup, Common knapweed, 
Meadow foxtail, Ladies bedstraw 
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13. Target species more difficult 
to restore, may require plug 
planting 

 

14. Interesting wildlife on the site 
or nearby 

Otter 

15. Nutrient status of the meadow Semi-improved 

16. What is/are the soil type(s) 
and underlying rocks? 

Clay 

17. Aspect and altitude of the site Aspect: Flat 

Altitude (meters): 60m 

18. Type of land immediately 
surrounding site 

Riverside park and urban area 

19. Site threats None 

20. AE schemes in effect on the 
site 

None 

21. Other sources of funding on 
the site 

None 

22. Digital images of  the site Yes 

23. Any other useful information 
if the site has interesting 
history, memories, or how it 
has degenerated over years 

Ridge and furrow (medieval ploughing system) is still present 
on the parkland today 

PLANNED MANAGEMENT  

24. Summary of planned 
management of site including 

a. Hay cut. 
 

b. Inputs into the site 
 
 
 

c. Grazing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                   
 Hay cut: please give approximate date: July and September 
 
 Organic fertilizer              Lime                           
Supplementary feeding on-site 
 Slurry                               Herbicides                  Other 
(please specify): 
 Inorganic fertilizer            Pesticides 
 Grazing only           Hay cut / mowing only             Hay 
cut / mowing followed by aftermath grazing                    
 
Grazing 
livestock 

Breed Pedigree 
registered 
(y/n)? 

Number 
on site 

Dates of 
grazing (on 
and off site) 

Sheep     
Cattle      
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d. Is the site registered organic? 

Ponies     
Goats     

 
 No 
 Yes 

MANAGEMENT ISSUES 
 
E.g. Access, nutrient levels, number of animals, too wet/dry, weeds, fencing/water for stock. 
 
Site is registered public open space, dog walkers use the area. Site is litter picked monthly and has dog 
waste/litter bins on the boundary. 
 
MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS (chose options where applicable) 
Based on Upland Hay Meadow – Please edit based on conditions at your site. 
 
 

 Do not cut meadow before 1st July. This allows broad leaved herbs time to flower and set seed 
before the sward is cut. 
 

 Remove cut material after drying and turning making the field dry hay not silage. Only to be 
applied once in a while as its haylage. 
 

 Do not apply farmyard manure unless advised by an ecologist 
 

 Do not apply inorganic fertiliser. 
 

 Do not apply lime slag. 
 

 Do not apply lime (or other pH altering substance) to raise your pH without a soil test and prior 
written approval from your ecologist. 

 
 Do not apply pesticides, herbicides or fungicides without prior written approval from your 

ecologist. 
 

 Do not supplementary feed. 
 

 Do not install new drainage or modify existing drainage unless agreed in writing with your 
ecologist. 

 
 Ploughing, sub-surface cultivation and reseeding are not permitted except as part of a grassland 

management plan agreed with your ecologist. 
 

 Weed wipe/knapsack spray areas of docks/cow parsley/ragwort/thistles/rushes/nettles if required 
and under advice from your ecologist.  
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RESTORATION METHODS PLEASE EDIT FOR YOUR MEADOW TYPE 
 
 
AS A RECEPTOR SITE  
 
Method  
 

 Under take a botanical survey and soil testing to evaluate suitability of meadow for restoration. 
 

 Ensure that donor site has been registered as a seed site with APHA/DEFRA. 
 

 Take hay cut as usual, timed to within a few days prior to donor sites being harvested. 
 
 Do not apply farmyard manure or lime during the year of restoration or the following two years, 

i.e. for three years. 
 

 Create 50-60% bare ground over whole meadow. Cultivate with power disc harrow to 3-4cm depth 
on dry ground. There should be frequent 10cm gaps of bare ground. On wet meadows use a tine 
or chain harrow. This can be pulled by a light machine reducing compaction and damage to the 
sward. Reduces the amount of germination niches for rush which will be in the seed bank. 

 
 Green hay If using green hay, spread thinly and evenly using whatever machinery is to hand, 

typically a muck spreader. The sward should be visible through the hay. Again 1 ha of donor site 
will ‘seed’ 3ha of receptor site, though sometimes a higher rate may be recommended. Hay 
harvested by the farmer, i.e. the whole crop, should be cut and immediately baled and then 
transported to the receptor site and spread straight away. Bales can be dumped off a trailer, 
opened and spread lightly by rake before being wholesale spread by a tedder or similar. NB if 
using the whole crop, the rate is 1:5 to avoid smothering the sward. 

 
 Control any perennial weeds that have colonised the disturbed ground by spot treatment of 

herbicide. This is important and will need to be done. Annual weeds will be controlled by the 
grazing and cutting regime. 

 
 In the first spring following seeding, cut (top) or graze the sward to prevent seedlings being 

shaded out. Aim for a sward height of no more than 10cm. A short period of intensive grazing is 
recommended. Many of the introduced species will require open nutrient poor soils and though 
they colonise bare sites quite well they will be poor competitors that will disappear if such open 
conditions are not maintained. 

 
 Subsequent hay cuts should be late i.e. end July onwards and ideally match those of the donor 

site. Aftermath grazing must be in place to create germination gaps in the sward and tread in new 
seeds. 

 
MONITORING 
 

 Monitoring the site after 12 months and in subsequent years will help indicate whether 
supplementary seeding/plant addition is necessary, and to check whether any weed/rush control 
is necessary. The Coronation Meadows Project will be offering free training in grass ID and 
monitoring throughout the life of the project, so staff and volunteers can take advantage of this. To 
introduce more species as seed you could try harrowing patches and sowing into these with a 
covering of hay to prevent birds eating the seed. Species can also be introduced as plug plants (at 
least 1,000/ha) though this is labour intensive. 
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Third Party Agreement 

 

I/we confirm that we will manage the meadow as outlined above for a period of 
not less than 15 years from January 2016.  

 

Signed (Owner/manager responsible for long-term management)  

Aylesbury Vale District Council 

 

Name (print): PAUL HOLTON (AVDC Ecologist) 

 

Address (print): The Gateway, Gatehouse Road, AylesburyHP19 8FF  

 

Phone number/s: 07843311847  or  01296427972 

 

Email address: pholton@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk  

 

Date: 26/11/2015 
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Appendix 5 – RoSPA Play Area Safety Inspection Report – Example (Full report available on 
request) 

 

 

  



Aylesbury Vale District Council 
 Environment Team – Heartlands Management Plan 

 

    59 
 

Appendix 6 – Bridge Street Byelaws 

 

 
 

AYLESBURY VALE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
BYELAWS MADE UNDER SECTON 164 OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1875 AND 

SECTIONS 12 AND 15 OF THE OPEN SPACES ACT 1906 
 

PLEASURE GROUNDS, PUBLIC WALKS, AND OPEN SPACES 
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AYLESBURY VALE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

PLEASURE GROUNDS, PUBLIC WALKS, AND OPEN SPACES 
 

Byelaws made by the Aylesbury Vale District Council under section 164 of the Public Health Act 1875 
and section 12 and 15 of the Open Spaces Act 1906 with respect to those pleasure grounds, public walks, 
and open spaces referred to in Schedules A, B, and C to these byelaws. 

 
Interpretation

1. In the byelaws: 
 
“the Council” means Aylesbury Vale District Council; 

In relation to Byelaws 2 and 3 below “the ground” means any of the areas of land referred to in 
Schedule A to these byelaws; 

In relation to Byelaws 4 and 5 below “the ground” means any of the areas of land referred to in 
Schedule B or Schedule C to these byelaws; 

In relation to Byelaw 6 below “the ground” means any of the areas of land referred to in Schedule 
B to these byelaws; 

In relation to Byelaws 7 and 8 below “the ground” means any of the areas of land referred to in 
Schedule A, Schedule B, or Schedule C to these byelaws. 

 
Vehicles

2. (1) No person shall, without reasonable excuse, ride or drive a cycle, motor cycle, motor 
vehicle or any other mechanically propelled vehicle in the ground, or bring or cause to be 
brought into the ground a motor cycle, motor vehicle, trailer, or any other mechanically 
propelled vehicle (other than a cycle), except in any part of the ground where there is a 
right of way for that class of vehicle. 
 

 (2) No person shall, without reasonable excuse, ride a cycle, except in any part of the ground 
where the is a right of way for cycles, or along such routes as may be fixed by the Council 
and indicated by signs placed in conspicuous positions in the ground. 
 

 (3) If the Council has set apart a space in the ground for the use of vehicles of any class, this 
byelaw shall not prevent the riding or driving of those vehicles in the space so set apart, or 
on a route, indicated by signs placed in conspicuous positions, between it and the entrance 
to the ground. 
 

 (4) This byelaw shall not extend to invalid carriages. 
 

 (5) In this byelaw: 
 

“cycle” means a bicycle, a tricycle, or a cycle having four or more wheels, not being in any 
case a motor cycle or motor vehicle; 

“invalid carriage” means a vehicle, whether mechanically propelled or not, the unladen 
weight of which does not exceed 150 kilograms, the width of which does not exceed 0.85 
metres and which has been constructed or adapted for the use for the carriage of one 
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person, being a person suffering from some physical defect or disability, and is used solely 
by such a person; 

“motor cycle” means a mechanically propelled vehicle, not being an invalid carriage, with 
less than four wheels and the weight of which unladen does not exceed 410 kilograms; 

“motor vehicle” means a mechanically propelled vehicle, not being an invalid carriage, 
intended or adapted for use on roads; 

“trailer” means a vehicle drawn by a motor vehicle, and includes a caravan 
 

Overnight parking
3. No person shall, without the consent of the Council, leave or cause or permit to be left any vehicle 

in the ground between the hours of 12 midnight and 6 a.m. 
 

Children’s play areas
4. (1) No person who has attained the age of 14 years shall enter or remain in the children’s play 

area in any of the grounds listed in either Schedule B or Schedule C set out below. 
 

 (2) This byelaw shall not apply to any person who is bona fide in charge of a child under the 
age of 14 years. 
 

Children’s play apparatus
5. No person who has attained the age of 14 years shall use any apparatus in the ground which, by a 

notice placed on or near thereto, has been set apart by the Council for the exclusive use of persons 
under the age of 14 years. 
 

Obstructions
6. No person shall in the ground: 

 
 (a) intentionally obstruct any officer of the Council in the proper execution of his duties; 

 
 (b) intentionally obstruct any person carrying out an act which is necessary to the proper 

execution of any contract with the Council; or 
 

 (c) intentionally obstruct any other person in the proper use of the ground, or behave so as to 
give reasonable grounds for annoyance to other persons in the ground. 
 

Savings
7. (1) An act necessary to the proper execution of his duty in the ground by an officer of the 

Council, or any act which is necessary to the proper execution of any contract with the 
Council, shall not be an offence under these byelaws. 
 

 (2) Nothing in or done under any of the provisions of these byelaws shall in any respect 
prejudice of injuriously affect any public right of way through the ground, or the rights of 
any person acting legally by virtue of some estate, right of interest in, over or affecting the 
ground or any part thereof. 
 

Removal of offenders
8. Any person offending against any of these byelaws may be removed from the ground by an officer 

of the Council or a constable 
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Penalty 

9. Any person offending against any of these byelaws shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine 
not exceeding level 2 on the standard scale. 
 

   
The grounds to which reference is made in these byelaws are:- 
 

Schedule A 
In Aylesbury: 
 
Blackwater Drive 
Bowlers Field 
Cannock Road 
Coppice 
Haydon Hill 
Narbeth Drive 
Riverside Walk 

 
Schedule B 

In Aylesbury: 
 
Bateman Drive 
Bowlers Field 
Fairmile 
Haddington Way 
Haydon Hill 
Narbeth Drive 
Waivers Way 
 
In Buckingham: 
 
Bridge Street 
Broughton Park 
Chandos Park 
Otters Brook 
Stratford Fields 

 
Schedule C 

In Aylesbury 
 
Alfred Rose Park 
Bedgrove Park 
Vale Park 
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THE COMMON 
SEAL of 
AYLESBURY 
DISTRICT COUNCIL 
was hereunto affixed 
this 15th day of March 
1999 in the presence 
of:- 

 ) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

  
 
 

L.S 

 

      
      
    Freda Roberts 
    Chairman 
      
      
    Joanna E Swift 
    Head of legal Services 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The foregoing byelaws are hereby confirmed by the Secretary of State and shall come into operation on 
the twenty-eighth day of June 1999. 
 
 
Signed by authority of the Secretary of State 28th May1999. 
   

 
R G Evans 
Head of Unit 
Constitutional and Community Policy Directorate 
Home Office 
London SW1 
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Appendix 7 – Maintenance Procedures and Regimes for Heartlands 
 
The following table shows the current maintenance programme for Heartlands 
 

Category Operation Frequency 

Hard Surfaces 

Leaf clearance 
As requested by contract 
officers 

Keeping footpaths clear of debris 
As requested by contract 
officers 

Grass Areas 

Ride on mowing of amenity grass 
Up to 13 times per annum 
between March to 
November.  

Conservation cut 
Twice per annum in July 
and September 

Trimming of grass edges to maintain grass 
length along borders and paths 

Up to 13 times when the 
grass is cut 

Play area grass cutting  
Up to 13 times per annum 
between March to 
November. 

Planting and 
Landscaping 

Weeding beds and , tree bases and along 
edges of fences and some paths 

12 per annum or as 
requested by contract 
officers 

Trim hedges 
Different frequencies, 
depending on type of 
species and location 

Carry out works on trees including pruning 
and surveys. 

Tree work is prioritised and 
carried out within a 24hr to 
4 year period as 
recommended in survey. 
Tree surveying is carried 
out within a four year 
period 

Play Area and 
Skate Park 

Cleansing of the children’s play area, 
surfaces and equipment 

Safety inspection of play area  

Daily checked and cleared 
by the street cleansing 
operative 

Weekly by the councils 
contractor play inspector 

Cycle Way 
Sweeping of footpath/cycle way surface in 
October and May 

 2 times per annum 
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Site Cleansing 
Cleaning of all surfaces not included in the 
above, signage, benches etc. 

Weekly checked and 
carried out as needed 

 

Other Works 
Repairs and other works that do not fall 
under JOC/SUEZ contract e.g. electrical 
faults, repairs to furniture, fences. 

As directed by the Contract 
Monitoring Officer 

 

Area of site 10.2 ha   

Open Space Sq. m. No. Units Frequency 

Amenity Grass 
Cutting 

50806 1 13 

Conservation Cut 
Grass 

20582 1 2 

Play Area 947 1 364 

Edging 177 1 1 

Shrub Beds 199 1 12 

Cleaning Park 102000 1 52 

Inspection service 102000 1 26 

    

Hedge Cutting L. m. No. Units Frequency 

One side 655 1 1 

One side 55 1 E3Y 

2 sides and top 20 1 3 

    

    

Play areas Sq. m. No. Units Frequency 

Skate Park      447 6 364 

Leap Play Area 500 49 364 

Litter bins  3 364 
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Cornwalls Meadow River Walk 0.2 Ha 

Open Space Sq. m. No. Units Frequency 

Amenity Grass 
Cutting 

1999 1 13 

Litter Bins  3 364 

Shrub Beds 354 1 12 

Cleaning 2600 1 364 

 
 

Stratford Fields 0.33 Ha 

Open Space Sq. m. No. Units Frequency 

Amenity Grass 
Cutting 

3282 1 13 

Litter Bins  1 52 

Cleaning Park 3282 1 52 

LEAP Play Area 700 27 78 

Play area bins  2 78 
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Appendix 8 – Species of Trees Recorded in Park 
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Appendix 9 – Stakeholders for Heartlands 
 
The following groups have been identified as stakeholders: 

 
 Buckinghamshire County Council (BCC) 
 Buckingham Town Council 
 The Environment Agency  
 John O’Conner Ltd 
 SUEZ  
 North Bucks Bat Group  
 Primary Care Trust – Health Walks 
 Vale Countryside Volunteers (VCV) 
 Buckingham Tree Wardens - https://www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/2017-

Jun-Interested-in-becoming-a-tree-warden-leaflet.pdf 
 The Buckingham Society 
 Buckingham Railway Walk Conservation Group 
 Buckingham Sub Aqua Group 
 Parkrun 
 Buckingham Otter Spotters Group 
 Thames Valley Police 
 Buckingham Action Group (Various representatives) 
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Appendix 10 – Vale Countryside Volunteers Programme 
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Appendix 11 - Buckingham Circular Walk 

Circular Walk - is a leisurely walk around the Town perimeter which “joins up” several pre-existing walks. 
Taking in Heartlands, Bourton Park, the University, Chandos Park and the Great River Ouse, the walk is 
clearly way marked and includes alternative routes, making it easier for pushchairs etc. Passing through 
the heart of Buckingham, it meanders through parkland and along the old railway embankment, where it 
offers great views of the Town. 
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Appendix 12 - Edible Woodland Lease Plan 

 

 
 
The Premises: Edible Woodland, 2330 square metres of land on Stratford Field, Buckingham (shown 
edged red on the attached plan) 
 
Permitted Use: to use the land for the purpose of a wooded area for public enjoyment  
Name of Licensee: The Buckingham Transition Town Group 
 
The land is not to be enclosed or fenced and not to erect any building or structure on the land. 
Any access required with heavy machinery or plant or by vehicles requires the prior written consent of the 
Council.  
 


