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Shared ownership allows fi rst time buyers to buy their 
own home by purchasing a share in a property (normally 
around 50%) and paying subsidised rent on the remaining 
share. For example, to get a mortgage for the houses at 
Newton Leys, purchaser will need a deposit of at least 
£5,250 to purchase the minimum share of £105,000. 
Shared owners can buy further shares when they can 

a  ord to, until they eventually 
own the property outright.

“When I saw the shared 
ownership homes in my area, 
I couldn’t believe my luck as 
I really didn’t want to move 
away from my friends and 
family.  The whole buying 

process was really easy and 
straight forward.  The sales 

team at Hightown Homes were 
very friendly and helpful.”

- Hightown resident 

Shared ownership is an 
easy and a  ordable way 
for fi rst-time buyers to get 
a foot onto the property 
ladder. Our new homes 
in the Vale of Aylesbury 
o  er individuals and 
families the choice of 
rural tranquility, with 
beautiful lakes a short 
walk away, or the hustle 
and bustle of an attractive 
market town.

For more information 
please call 

01442 292381

Finding a home you can a  ord to buy, in the 
area you already live in can be a tall order but 
if you love Aylesbury Vale and don’t want to 
move further away, Hightown Homes may have 
the answer for you.  We’re working with the 
District Council to give priority for our shared 
ownership homes to 
people who live or work 
in the Vale of Aylesbury.

“I’ve been living in my flat for 
several months now and things 

couldn’t be better.  I have a 
brand new home in Aylesbury 
which I love and the location is 

perfect for me.”
- Hightown resident

We have spacious one-bedded 
apartments ideal for fi rst time 
buyers at Buckingham 
Park, close to Aylesbury 
town centre, and great 
three-bedded starter 
homes for families at 
Newton Leys, near 
Bletchley, all available for 
shared ownership.

Each new home comes 
with a fully fi tted 
contemporary style 
kitchen with built in 
hob and oven.  There is 
also the added benefi t 
of o  -road parking.

Affordable homes for sale to local people
Advertisement feature
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Working for the future 
of the Vale

It may be a couple of months back 
but I’d like to take the opportunity 
to highlight 17 April – a great day 
for both Aylesbury town centre 
and the Vale as a whole. This day 
marked the ‘cutting of the first sod’ 
of the new Aylesbury Centre. 

AVDC is building this first-class 
education facility and leasing it to 
Bucks New University and Aylesbury 
College, who will run a range of 
degree level courses there. We expect 
to generate more than three million 
pounds over the next 25 years. 

There will also be a huge 
opportunity for businesses which 
will see an increase in the number of 
young people entering the local job 
market with vocational skills. And 
of course businesses in Aylesbury 
town will, no doubt, see an increase 
in their custom! It’s another example 
of AVDC’s commitment to the future 
of the Vale.

We’ve attracted some major 
businesses in recent years, 
including Arla, Waitrose and 
Travelodge and are taking a key 
role in future development, for 
example Silverstone. It’s about 
growing the local economy and 
creating employment and you can 
read much more about it on page 8.

There’s plenty to be positive about 
but, as I’m sure you know, when 
it comes to services we’re dealing 
with a shrinking budget from 
central government. This means a 
continuing drive to change the way 
we do things and I’m proud to say 
our staff recently won a national 
industry award for all its work in 
making efficiencies; it goes without 
saying though, that we continue to 
keep our residents at the heart of 
what we do.

That’s the business side of things; it 
just leaves me to wish you a lovely 
summer and to urge you to soak up 
some of the many wonderful things 
the Vale has to offer. If you’re in need 
of inspiration, look no further than 
our What’s On guide on page 21.
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AVDC IS CHANGING
Our challenge to save money and generate income 
continues, as we manage the cuts from central 
government. 

As it stands we’ve got £7.5 million to save by 2018/19 
and we’re working towards that target with a raft of 
measures, many of which we’ve mentioned in past 
editions, including efficiencies and the introduction of 
some charges and new services. Our overall strategy in 
dealing with a shrinking budget is to operate in a more 
businesslike way. This will help to protect widely used 
and highly valued services. 

You can get a broad picture of the changes we’re 
making by visiting www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/
change

Working in partnership
In the last financial year, the savings we’ve made and 
income we’ve generated have amounted to £866,000. 
As well as making efficiencies, which we’ve mentioned in 
past issues, we are also working in a number of different 
ways. One of the things we’re doing more of is working 
in partnership with other authorities.  

An example of this is the work carried out by our 
biodiversity and tree officers. They are still providing 
a service for the Vale but, in the last financial year, 
have managed to generate an extra £46,000 through 
work for other councils, including Milton Keynes, South 
Northants, Hertsmere Borough and Oxford City Council. 
They’ve also been hired by the National Trust for their 
expertise.

Like any businesses, we also have targets and this team 
has achieved 150% of theirs!

Generating income through ‘in-house’ skills
Although we’re operating in an increasingly businesslike way, commercial activity isn’t by any means 
new to AVDC.

Since 2000 we’ve served as a ‘payroll bureau’ for other councils. This involves receiving their pay data, 
processing it and running their payrolls, plus all the tasks associated with that process.

The councils and organisations we work with in this capacity include Wycombe District Council (WDC), Chiltern 
District Council (CDC), South Bucks District Council (SBDC), Dacorum Borough Council, Red Kite Community 
Housing and Chalfont St Peter Parish Council.

From this year, we will also be running election payrolls for AVDC, WDC, CDC and SBDC.

We generally have contracts of up to five years and currently generate around £130,000 income. This will rise 
this year with the start of the election payrolls. When contracts are due to expire we usually have to go through 
a procurement exercise which may involve competitive tendering, so there’s always the possibility that our 
levels of business in this area will change.

£7.5 million - the amount saved in the 
last four years but we still need to save 
the same amount again.
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Take the Best advice 
and save money
We’ve taken our energy saving expertise and 
started a new service which will help businesses 
and organisations go green and save money.

BEST (Built Environment Services Team) offers 
sustainability and energy management advice, 
which starts with a free audit. During that audit, our 
team will assess the site and its energy needs and 
advice will be given on everything from lighting to 
insulation. We can then offer a follow-up service at a 
charge, where we can look at improvements, such as 
redesigning heating and lighting systems.

Our customers so far include Aylesbury electronics 
company, Micha, Buckinghamshire County Council 
and South Bucks District Council. 

“At long last we have a full and workable document 
on which to base policy. This will inform how we 
spend our money and make changes in this area. 
I’ve really appreciated what you have done,” says Jo 
Faul from South Bucks District Council.

Our team can also provide advice on grants which 
are available to businesses switching to energy 
efficient devices. On average, any ‘green’ changes 
will pay for themselves within three years and 
businesses will find themselves saving a significant 
amount on their bottom line. 

We also offer accredited energy training courses 
focussing on practical actions to save energy and 
money.

For more information, please contact aasbury@
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Community centres
At the time of going to print, Aylesbury’s Elmhurst 
Community Centre was up for sale, with an 
anticipated sale price of more than £300,000. 

The town’s remaining community centres will be open 
for business as usual. 

Selling Elmhurst, which was not used to its full capacity, 

partly due to the close proximity of the Alfred Rose Centre, 
will also save us more than £50,000 a year in running costs.

Thanks to those who took part in our consultation on 
the use of community centres. The results were much 
appreciated and incredibly useful.

To book a facility, visit www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/
communitycentres

There’s so much 
online
You’ve probably noticed that we’re 

always promoting our website. That’s 
because there’s so much you can do on 

it and with great ease. This means residents 
can often do things at their own convenience 

and, of course, it saves us staff time and 
inevitably taxpayers’ money.

We appreciate that not everyone is online and 
so, of course, there’s always provision for those  
who aren’t.

If you’ve not visited our website, take a look -  
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk. 

There’s plenty of information about services, how the 
council runs, latest council news and you can also report 
certain things.

Here are some useful links:

• To report benefit fraud, dog fouling, graffiti or to 
change your address: www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.
uk/reportit

• For an A – Z of services: www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.
uk/a-to-z

• To pay your council tax, business rates or parking 
fines: www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/webpay 

• To find out what’s on: www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.
uk/events



4 • news

BENEFIT FRAUD CHANGE HOW YOU VOTE

HS2

Buckingham’s Bonus 
Work on a new Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) is due to get underway, in Buckingham, soon.

The facility will be paid for using a 
grant of more than £35,000 awarded 
through AVDC’s New Homes Bonus 
Fund (NHBF) and will serve residents 
in Lace Hill, Linden Village and the 
Badgers Estate.

The town has also received another 
grant of £2,600 from the fund which 
has been put towards a ‘trim trail’ (a 
type of assault course) in Bourton Park. 

So far, more than £370,000 has 
been awarded to parish and town 
councils through the NHBF, which 
was set up using some of the money 
received from the government for 
building new homes in the Vale. This 
is not something all councils have 
opted to do.

Winslow Town Council and 
Waddesdon Parish Council are 

among some of the other local 
authorities which have benefited 
from the scheme.

HS2 updates 
For the latest news on HS2, 

please sign up to our newsletter 
by emailing hs2news@
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

The next deadline for funding 
applications is 30 September 
2014. For further information, 
visit www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.
uk/community-living or call 
01296 585186.

TRANSPORT IN BUCKINGHAM

Help find a solution
Need to go places but can’t? Want help to get out? 
Frustrated at taking time off work to take your 
parents places?

If so, come along to Buckingham Community Centre at 
2pm on 9 September. You’ll be able to share your views 
and find out about potential local transport solutions. 
For more information call 01296 585364

Changing the way 
you register to vote
Every resident now has to register to vote under the 
new system of ‘Individual Electoral Registration’.

Previously this could be done for all members of a 
household by one person.

Most people who are already registered will automatically 
be transferred under the new system. Everyone will 
receive a letter from us between 21 July and 1 August, 
telling them whether they need to take action.

Catching the cheats 
in your street
At a time when there is less and less money 
to provide council services, it is increasingly 
important to catch those who defraud the 
system, often at the expense of those who 
genuinely need support.

In the last year, there have been 13 high profile 
prosecutions against benefits cheats in the Vale. 
The individuals concerned falsely claimed a total 
of more than £124,000 in housing and council  
tax benefit. Nine of them were also defrauding 
the Department of Work and Pensions by more 
than £283,000.

The cases included a man falsely claiming 
benefits while living in Spain, another who used 
multiple identities including that of a dead person, 
a woman who fraudulently claimed to be a lone 
parent and a man with more than £100,000 in savings.

Sentences issued by the courts ranged from 
community service to 18 months in prison 
and, in all cases the monies they fraudulently 
received must be paid back.

To confidentially report benefit fraud, 
please visit www.aylesburyvale.gov.uk/
reportit, or call 01296 585570 or email 
benefitfraud@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk.



Guaranteeing 
quality taxis for all
For most of us, getting a taxi is usually 
straight-forward – you flag one down, hop in 
and arrive to your chosen destination. 

Unfortunately, it’s not always as simple for 
residents with disabilities. Although the majority 
of taxi and private hire drivers are helpful, some 
passengers have reported unfair treatment, such 
as discrepancies in fares or being transported 
without being safely secured in the vehicle.

Fair4All is a new scheme which is part of the 
Olympic and Paralympic Legacy and strives 
to eliminate abuse and bad practice. The idea 
is that licensed taxis (hackney carriage) and 
minicabs (private hire), which voluntarily sign 
up to the scheme, commit to giving an excellent 
service and will display a Fair4All badge. It’s 
being led by BuDs (Buckinghamshire Disability 
Service) and AVDC is one of the key partners, 
providing financial support. 

Membership will be open to all taxi and minicab 
operators who already have a local authority 
or NHS contract, normally operate at least one 
wheelchair-accessible vehicle, have trained their 
drivers in disability awareness, and of course 
agreed to sign up to the Fair4All Code. For more 
information, please visit www.buds.org.uk or call 
01494 568864.
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A QUALITY SERVICE

GOOD WORK IN BUCKINGHAM

More than 60% of 
Vale’s food premises 
get top hygiene rating
If you fancy a bite to eat in the Vale, you’ll be 
spoilt for choice with hundreds of top quality 
venues to choose from.

AVDC operates the national Food Hygiene Rating Scheme 
introduced by the Food Standards Agency, which ensures 
diners can eat out with confidence. 

Food outlets, such as shops, restaurants, takeaways and 
pubs are inspected by our environmental health officers 
and then given a sticker to display their rating to the public. 
The standards found at these inspections are rated on a 
scale ranging from zero, which means urgent improvement 
necessary, to a top rating of five. Three is seen as  
generally satisfactory.

438 of our premises have had two scores issued since the 
scheme started in 2012. Of that number, just over a third 
improved their rating. However, this system also allows us to 
work with businesses when they are failing and, if nessessary, 
use our enforcement powers. Almost a fifth of those that 
received a second rating went down on the scale.

The ratings are available for anyone to view on the FSA 
website at www.food.gov.uk/ratings 

Promoting 
Buckingham!
AVDC has given the Destination 
Buckingham Group another £10,000 to 
continue the good work they are doing 
to promote the town. 

The last grant was spent on a number 
of areas, including improving the town’s 
website and the Buckingham Food Fair.

As you can see, our ratings are something to be proud of:

50 2 3 41
= 5 = 7 = 32 = 97 = 310

= 679



ARE YOU CONFUSED ABOUT 
IMMIGRATION AND DO NOT 
KNOW WHERE TO TURN?

Can’t seem to find your way 
around the ever changing shape of 
Immigration Rules? 

You are not alone.

Contact Naila Khan at Buckingham Legal Associates 
for world class advice and assistance with your 
immigration matter. We will help you from start to 
finish and work with you on a one-to-one basis!

Renowned for competent and professional 
immigration advice, Buckingham Legal Associates 
are a Level 3 Qualified organisation and regulated 
by the Offices of the Immigration Services 
Commissioner. We cover ALL aspects of Immigration 
Law and can represent you at court for your appeal 
hearing. Contact us TODAY to book a consultation!

Good immigration advice...it’s in everybody’s 
interest!

Contact:

Buckingham Legal Associates
1st Floor, Barclays House

Gatehouse Way
Aylesbury
HP19 8DB

Telephone: 020  3006 2742

Email: info@buckslegal.co.uk 
Web: www.buckslegal.co.uk 

Buckingham Legal Associates is 
authorised and regulated by the 

Offices of the Immigration Services 
Commissioner (OISC)

Fremantle Court
an innovative new care & nursing home

www.fremantletrust.org

The Fremantle Trust is a company limited by guarantee (Company Number: 2722437). 
A registered charity. Not for profit. (Registration Number 1014986). FT557

NOW 
OPEN

 For more information or details of 
forthcoming events, please call: 

01296 615278   /     07867 455899

Fremantle Court, Risborough Road,  
Stoke Mandeville, Aylesbury, HP22 5XL 

Fremantle Court is a new, luxurious, residential, 
dementia and nursing care home for people with 
a wide range of needs, located in the rural area of 
Stoke Mandeville, Buckinghamshire. 

Do you want to give your puppy or rescue dog
the best possible start in your home?

Does your dog:

• jump up

• pull on the lead

• bark excessively

• display nervous, obsessive or aggressive
behaviour

• chase joggers, bicycles or livestock

• destroy carpets or furniture when left alone

• have issues with food?

Dog Listening uses a simple non-confrontational
method, suitable for all dogs, regardless of size,
age or breed, through which you can address
all undesirable behaviours and build a
rewarding relationship with your dog.

Contact: Roselle  07989 947316 or
roselle@outofthedoghouse.co.uk
or visit www.outofthedoghouse.co.uk

Out of the Doghouse
Dog Listening



WWI centenary • 7 

This year marks the centenary of the First World War, when thousands of men 
from across the Vale made the highest of sacrifices as part of a national war 

effort. 260 men, from Aylesbury alone, never returned to their home town. 

Local women were also involved - they joined the Red 
Cross, raised money for clothing and treats for the forces 
and formed the Women’s Land Army to replace men  
at work.

There will be many events going on over the coming 
months but one of those that AVDC is involved in is an 
initiative with six local schools where pupils will produce 
a magazine and a film on the effects of the war on the 
local community. 

The project is in collaboration with Community Impact 
Bucks and Maybe Magazine CIC and is funded through a 
grant from the Armed Forces Community Covenant. The 
idea is that as students learn about WWI, they will also 
acquire hands-on experience in media production and 
design skills.

A mobile exhibition displaying the film, the magazine 
and a variety of online resources will be set up by the 
end of the year enabling the public to view students’ 
work at various venues in the district. We’ll let you know 
more in our November edition.

The schools involved:

Buckingham Primary School, Halton Combined School, 
Cottesloe School, Grange School, Royal Latin School 
(Buckingham) and Waddesdon School. 

For more information please visit www.aylesburyvaledc.
gov.uk/WWI

Our thanks to the Stewkley Local History Group and to 
historian David Pickup for supplying photos.

Schools mark WWI centenary 

How were local school children 
involved at the time?
The extracts below are from a book on Stewkley School written by the 
Stewkley Local History Group.

“Private George Wheeler visited the school, on leave from the trenches in France, 
and he was applauded as he went from class to class. George Wheeler was later to 
lose a leg in the fighting but he returned to the village where he ran the Post Office 
and became a school manager.” 

“In 1916 a collection of 282 eggs was made by the children for sick servicemen 
in hospital and on two days in 1917 over 350 lbs of blackberries were picked by 
schoolchildren for HM Forces. The same year horse chestnuts were also gathered for 
the Ministry of Munitions to aid the production of cordite in factories in south Bucks.”

Brothers in arms. Privates Stanley (left) and Cyril Laurance 
(right). Stan died in 1917. He worked at a grocer’s in Market 
Square and was active in Sunday schools.

Private George Wheeler



Going for 
Gold
AVDC is backing a new website 
which we hope will become 
a hub of apprenticeship 

and job opportunities in 
Buckinghamshire.

The Going for Gold web portal, which is due 
to launch in the next few months, will enable 
local companies to provide details of jobs 
and apprenticeships, while enabling users 
to search opportunities with ease. 

AVDC has invested £5,000 in the 
project, which is also being supported 
by a number of other partners including 

Aylesbury College, Bucks New 
University, Buckinghamshire 

University Technical College, 
Buckinghamshire Business First 
and Buckinghamshire Thames 

Valley Local Enterprise Partnership.

All of the extra £166,000 raised from the 1.99% council 
tax increase agreed earlier this year will be used to 
support business growth across the Vale. 

Our cabinet is proposing a package of measures which, at the time 
of going to print, had been passed to the Economic and Business 
Development Scrutiny Committee for further consideration.

The measures include:

• Traders moving into a vacant town centre property, in 
Aylesbury, Buckingham or Winslow, could be entitled to a 
discount on rates, which will increase footfall and spend 
in town centres.

• High-value businesses coming to the Vale could benefit 
from up to two years of business rate discounts as part of 
our plans to attract more companies and jobs to the area. 

For information on business support and advice, please 
visit www.investaylesburyvale.com

Backing Business

the 1.99% increase in council tax equates 
to 5p a week for a band D property.

Looking to expand?
Grants of up to £5000 are being 
offered to local businesses 
which are looking to expand.

Small and medium-sized businesses 
based in the Vale, with less than 
250 staff, a turnover of less than 
£41 million and a specific project 
in mind to grow are all eligible. No 
business is too small provided it has 
an ambition to expand.

The Velocity Growth Grants 
project is a joint venture between 
Aylesbury Vale District Council, 
Buckinghamshire Business First 
and South East Midlands Local 
Enterprise Partnership (SEMLEP). 
It is based around match funding, 
so businesses will need to be 
prepared to invest the same 
amount they are applying for. 

The money can be used to fund 
growth projects which will create 
or safeguard jobs, increase sales, 
productivity or profitability.

To apply for a ‘Velocity Growth 
Grant’ contact Heather Martin 
on 01494 568941, or email 
BusinessSupport@bbf.uk.com 
or visit the website www.bbf.
uk.com/velocity-grant 

8 • investing in the vale

Local Challenge
We’re backing the Federation of Small Businesses’ 
Keep Trade Local Challenge. 

They’re encouraging everyone to shop and spend with 
local independent retailers and businesses between  

4 - 11 August. Register your spend online and be in with a 
chance to win £250! 

For more information please visit www.fsb.org.uk/
thamesvalley.
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Aylesbury celebrates 
market relaunch
Crowds gathered back in May, to see the 
unveiling of Aylesbury’s new look market and to 
celebrate the market’s sign up to the Real Deal 
initiative, a campaign which ensures markets 
are free of counterfeit and other illegal goods.

This event also marked the start of the Love 
Your Market Fortnight and the launch of the 
brand new Vintage & Craft Bazaar, held  
every Tuesday.

It is not just the look and feel of the market that has 
undergone a major transformation. Working with the 
existing market traders, over the last 18 months, AVDC 
has introduced a number of fundamental changes to 
the way the market operates. These have included: 
updated terms and conditions for traders, the 
introduction of cashless payment options for existing 
stallholders and discount incentives for new traders. 
A dedicated market team now works closely with the  

 
traders, to help plan the future of the market.

And don’t forget the Vale’s other markets…

Buckingham has a street market every Tuesday and Saturday from 8am to 4pm, a Saturday flea market from 
9am to 3pm and there’s also an artisan market on the third Sunday of every month between 10am and 2pm. 
For more information please visit www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk/markets

Winslow has a Wednesday market from 8am to 3pm and a Farmers’ Market on the first Sunday of every month 
between 10am and 2pm.

Cutting the cake – these traders have 200 
years of market experience between them!

Advertise 
with us
The next issue 
of the Aylesbury 
Vale Times will 

be published on 3 
November and delivered to more 

than 75,000 households across the 
Vale. Why not advertise with us and 
get your company or organisation 
out there? To find out more, email 
kbrewster@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Conservatories
Extensions

Kitchens
Tiling & flooring

Windows

tel: 01296 730836 
mob: 07794 253372 
 
www.wrightwayhomeprojectsltd.co.uk
info@wrightwayhomeprojectsltd.co.uk

“The recent changes have been a huge benefit to the 
traders. The communication is exceptionally good and 
the town team are working hard to improve not just 
the town but also the market. The traders have been 
made to feel that we matter and are important.”

Ian Felix, Aylesbury market trader for 42 years.
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Changing Aylesbury…
Waterside North unveiled
Come spring next year we expect the next stage of 
Aylesbury’s transformation to be underway. Plans 
were unveiled in April for the redevelopment of part of 
the current Exchange Street car park and some of the 
adjacent land.

Waterside North is one of a number of areas identified for 
improvement in the Aylesbury Town Centre Plan. The Plan 
has been developed to enhance the town, and build its 
reputation as a hub for arts and entertainment (for more 
details see www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/watersidenorth).

Exciting changes include:

• Up to seven new restaurants

• Between 35-40 new homes including mews houses

• A new public square to provide a pedestrian link 

between Walton Street and the High Street

• New landscaping around the historic Judges’ Lodgings

The first phase plans for Waterside North have been put together by AVDC and Buckinghamshire County Council 
who between them own the land and buildings. A longer-term masterplan showing how the whole site could be 
developed over time is also available at www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/watersidenorth.

AREA OF ENABLING WORKS PLANNING APPLICATION
AREA OF FIRST PHASE PLANNING APPLICATION  

MEWS HOUSE TYPE RESIDENTIAL  

COMMUNITY SPACE  
FOOD & BEVERAGE  

VERTICAL ACCESS TO RESIDENTIAL ABOVE  
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Your questions
In May we ran a public exhibition and 
consultation on our plans for Waterside North. 

How much will it cost and who will  
pay for the work?

The development is expected to cost around 
£15 million. Much of the work so far has been 
funded by Aylesbury Vale Advantage, which has 
been able to access government money. We have 
also bid for funding from the Local Enterprise 
Partnerships that cover the Vale. It hasn’t been 
decided who will finance the development yet 
but if it is AVDC/BCC, we will be expecting a good 
return on investment for residents.

Won’t we lose the town’s heritage 
by demolishing the old county office 
buildings and old police station?

The front of the old county offices – and 
the police station building on the corner – 
will remain and form a key feature of the 
redevelopment, as we’re only demolishing 
those parts that offer no easy or viable re-use 
options. Removing these buildings open up 
the opportunities to use the site and actually 
enhance the heritage, by making the Grade II* 
listed Judges’ Lodgings more visible, with better 
lighting and access.

What about parking? 

The demolition work will provide around 100 new 
spaces, replacing those which will be lost when 
work on the redevelopment work starts. Overall 
the town has plenty of parking with 3,000 spaces 
within a five minute walk of the shops. Like all 
town centres, we have a finite amount of space, 
so we will need to think carefully about how we 
get the balance right between using space for 
new facilities which people want - and space for 
car parks. 

When will it happen?

An outline planning application for this first phase 
of development is expected to be submitted in 
eary summer. If the full plans are approved, work 
could start as early as spring 2015.

The area included in Phase 1

New public square

New restuarants on public square

New link from Walton Street
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Contamination cuts 
our recycling rates
We’re really disappointed to 
report that our recycling rates 
have fallen from 56% to 50%.  
Many residents are doing a great job when it comes to 
sorting their waste but there’s been a sharp rise in items 
being placed into the blue-lidded bin, that we don’t 
collect. This is known as ‘contamination’ and can result 

in the entire load being rejected, and going to landfill 
costing more than £2,000. Where crews immediately 
spot contamination, they can leave bins – which has 
also resulted in an increased number not being emptied. 

We’re aware we’re probably ‘preaching to the converted’ 
here and that many readers will be as disappointed 
as we are but if you could help spread the message to 
friends, neighbours or family members who aren’t quite 
getting it right, that could help make a huge difference.

Avoid recycling the wrong things
Syringes and sharps boxes – a number of people use syringes for health reasons, such as diabetes, but 
it seems there are some residents who are mistakenly putting their yellow boxes, containing syringes, 
into their blue-lidded bin. This could result in some loads being rejected. We do not recycle either of 
these items and they should not go in any household bin. Please speak to your surgery to arrange 

specialist safe disposal. For more information, visit www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/recycle or call 01296 585510.

RECYCLE

Plastic carrier bags – waste bin only 
No plastic carrier bags or bin bags can be recycled through our system, whether they are 
marked as recyclable or not.

Disposable nappies – waste bin only  
If you have two or more young children in nappies, you can swap your standard size waste 
bin for a larger bin. Go to www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/getrecyclingbin or phone us on 01296 
585510. There’s no recycling facility for disposable nappies, so any put in recycling bins leads 
to bin contamination.

If in doubt check the list under the recycling bin lid, or go to our website, www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/recycle

Garden waste collection at the Summer Bank Holiday
Normally your garden waste is collected on a Monday, but on Summer Bank Holiday, Monday 26 
August, it will be delayed to the Saturday of that week, 30 August. 

garden
waste
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At the time of going to press there are textile 
banks at the following car parks: 

• Winslow - Greyhound Lane 

• Buckingham - Cornwall’s Meadow and Swan Pool 

• Aylesbury – Exchange Street and Buckingham Street. 
Also Bedgrove, Southcourt and the Multi Cultural 
Community Centre car parks and Aqua Vale.

We’re introducing new textile recycling points to the Vale, starting in our 
own car parks and community centres, and are looking to site them in 
villages too. 

Currently:

• more than 30% of our unwanted clothing currently 
goes to landfill

• 41% of people say they’re not aware of recycling 
facilities for textiles

• more than 60% of householders in the UK say they 
have unwanted clothes and textiles at home

The new banks will make it easier for you to recycle 
textiles locally, as well as improving our overall  
recycling rate - getting us closer to our 60% target 
(currently 50%). 

You can recycle most types of textiles at these 
new banks, as long as they are clean and dry. 

This includes:

 clothes

 curtains and nets

 sheets and pillow cases

 tablecloths and towels

You can also include belts, handbags, shoes and boots for 
reuse by others. It doesn’t matter if textiles are falling to 
bits, as they can still be recycled into items like padding.

If you’d like to see a textile recycling bank in your village, please ask your parish council to contact us or email 
recyclingandwaste@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

your feedback
Have the changes to the collection service helped you create less waste generally? Do you throw less 
food away now and recycle more things? 

Tell us about your household recycling habits and what you’d like to see us doing to help everyone improve 
recycling, by taking part in a short survey on our website www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/recycling2014. It should 
take no longer than 10 minutes to complete. If you don’t have access to the internet, ring us on 01296 585510, 
and we’ll send you a copy to complete instead. Please respond by 31 July. 

New! Textile banks coming to AVDC

TOP TIPS
• Please deposit textiles in  

tied bags, to keep items dry (bags do not 
have to be recyclable).

• Please pair up shoes, tying laces, fastening 
straps, band together with a rubber band, 
string or bag up separately.



Do you have a son or daughter who       
was born on or after 1 September 1996?   
The law has changed so that all young people are        
required to stay in some form of learning for longer.  

Here’s what’s changed . . .  
After sitting final exams in Year 11 young people are now required to continue learning until they are 18. 

Working in partnership with  

Need more information? 
Your son or daughter can ask at school about speaking to an independent 
Careers Adviser or alternatively, contact Connexions at: 

www.stayinlearning.org.uk/avdt Tel: 0845 313 3413 

               SING! DANCE! ACT NOW!

 
Stagecoach Aylesbury 
Classes after school, at weekends and Holiday Workshops.

Call: 01296 747758
aylesbury@stagecoach.co.uk 
www.stagecoach.co.uk/aylesbury

Find us on facebook 
facebook.com/Stagecoachaylesbury

Stagecoachecoach
Aylesbury

“Inspiring and enriching young people through  
the performing arts”

Nurturing and developing young peoples potential through  

dance, drama and singing.
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Gateway gears up 
for Wedding Fair
This October, The Gateway, on Gatehouse 
Road in Aylesbury, will be hosting its very 
own Wedding Fair. 

Taking place on 19 October, 
this event will feature two 
catwalk shows, showcasing 
the latest in bridal fashion, 
florists, photographers, 
make up artists and 
classic cars. There will 
also be a fantastic 
opportunity to win 
a £1,000 voucher 
towards a wedding dress 
and a £95 voucher from 
Floral Designs for a bridal 
bouquet.

We want to ensure this 
event features unique 
products from the very 
best local suppliers. 
Alongside the main 
stalls, we will be holding a 
market where people can 
browse for gifts for their 
wedding party or just a 
treat for themselves. 

With stalls available, at 
extremely affordable 
rates, we would love 
to hear from anyone 
interested in displaying handcrafted 
or bespoke goods such as jewellery, cards, 
cakes, cushions or pampering gifts such as 
manicures, perfumes or hand made soaps.

Tony Hadley is best known as the lead singer of Spandau 
Ballet, the band behind multi-million selling anthems 
including True and Gold. He’s also enjoyed huge success 
as a solo vocalist and, amongst other things, starred as 
Billy Flynn in a sell out run of the West End’s Chicago. 

In October he will embark on an incredible orchestral tour 
of some of the country’s biggest venues, playing Spandau’s 
greatest hits and some of his personal favourites too (contact 
0844 8110051 or www.gigsandtours.com). 

When he’s not making music, Tony loves spending time with 
his family at his Chilterns home, where he’s been living for 
the last two years.

Here are some of his favourite places in the Vale:

Pubs:  
I would normally go for the Dinton Hermit but it’s currently 
closed and looking for a careful new owner. So, I’ll go for the 
Crown at Cuddington but, I have to say, there are so many 
great pubs in the Vale!

Restaurants: 
The Three Crowns at Askett but, again, just one of many 
greats which have cracking food and atmosphere. Do you get 
the impression I like living out here?!

Day out:  
Wendover Woods. The kids absolutely love the play area, 
running around, going crazy. It’s such a beautiful place.

View:  
After lunch at The Plough at Cadsden, we walk through the 
woods up to the Ridge of the Chiltern Hills. You look out over 
the most stunning scenery. 

Independent shop:  
Cuddington Stores, run by Elaine and John. Elaine makes the 
most fantastic home made pies.

Tony Hadley’s 
Local Loves

If you would be interested in booking a 

stall or if you are a bride to be and would 

like more information about this event 

then please contact our Conference 

Manager on 01296 585 969 or email 

conference@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk



By 2016 it will be compulsory to have your 
dog microchipped AND your contact  
details kept up to date

COULD YOUR PET FIND  
ITS WAY HOME?

For added reassurance and a lifetime 
of benefits for your pet visit  
www.petlogpremium.org.uk

CHECK YOUR CONTACT DETAILS  
ARE UP TO DATE NOW AT  

WWW.PETLOG.ORG.UK/PET-OWNERS

HOME

LOST

Aylesbury Vale 195x138.indd   1 12/05/2014   11:59:54

  Helping older people in  
  need throughout 
Buckinghamshire 
Tel :   01296 431911 

 
 

We can help with the following services :

For further information call 
01296 431911 or visit our website 

at www.ageukbucks.org.uk 

A local independent charity working within the county of Buckinghamshire 

Registered Charity 1139423 
Email: age@ageukbucks.org.uk 

• Befriending Plus 

• Memory Advice 

• Information & Advice 

• Seamless Relocation 

• Shopping 

• Welfare Benefits 

• Computer Training 

• Domestic Cleaning 

• Gardening 

• Hairdressing 

• Handyperson 

• Toenail Cutting  

Work Skills

and much 
more...

Life Skills Languages

Home
Improvements

Health & 
Fitness

Maths, English 
& ESOL Creative Studies

Computing

COURSE BROCHURE COURSE BROCHURE 
PART-TIME PART TIME 
Your free 2014 –15

is out now

Family &
Community

Learning

Hair, Beauty
& Therapies

Visit www.adultlearningbcc.ac.uk 
to download a brochure, call 
01296 382403 or pick one up at your 
local Adult Learning Centre or library
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Buckingham is the latest town in the Vale to start hosting 
the fantastic global fitness event known as parkrun. This 
is a weekly 5k run that starts in Heartlands and goes 
through Bourton Park, every Saturday.

AVDC has provided the 
initial funding but once 
these events are set-up, 
they are completely self-
sustaining, as volunteers 
take on the organisation. 

Runners can also take part in Aylesbury’s parkrun, which 
started back in November. The route goes along Riverside 
Walk, next to the River Thame on the north side of Aylesbury, 
and now has around 100 people running each week.

The beauty of this event is that, once participants register 
on the website, they can take their personal barcode to any 
of the parkruns around the country, or even the world. This 
has developed a culture of ‘parkrun tourism’ – there are 11 
people who have done over 100 different events! It’s a far cry 
from the first event 10 years ago which had just 13 runners.

Glen Turner is the local volunteer parkrun ambassador, who 
set up both Buckingham and Aylesbury’s route:

“The Buckingham parkrun has been a great success so far, 
with a really strong team of volunteers. All parkruns welcome 
runners of any level and we look forward to more people 
taking part.”

1. There are 260 parkrun  
 events in the UK alone.

2. With a further 150 spread  
 around the world.

Buckingham’s  
on the run

Both the Aylesbury and Buckingham parkruns 
take place at 9am every Saturday morning. For 
more details, please go to www.parkrun.org.uk 

Anyone for cricket?
In May, The Last Man Stands League 
was launched in Aylesbury. For those 
who don’t know, Last Man Stands is an 
exciting form of cricket which is played 
throughout the world, with over 40,000 
players signed up. 

Matches take place at Aylesbury Town 
Cricket Club and Alfred Rose Park at 
the newly installed artificial wicket on 
Monday and Tuesday evenings, from 
6pm to 8pm. 

The league has been set up by Aylesbury 
Vale District Council and Aylesbury Town 
Cricket Club, after funding was secured 
from the England Cricket Board.

For more information, please contact 
Steve@lastmanstands.co.uk or to 
book the artificial cricket wicket 
please contact John O’Connor Grounds 
Maintenance on 01296 397231.

Girls’ fitness
Aylesbury Vale District Council is running 
a girls’ fitness class at Stoke Mandeville 
Stadium on Monday evenings during 
term time for girls aged 13 to 16 years. 

Classes are £3 per week and 
you can just turn up. For more 
information, please visit www.
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/girlsfitness

We had a great response following 
our appeal for local amateur 
photographers in the last issue. 

Thanks to those who got in touch. 

Anyone else who’s interested should email 
kbrewster@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk and we’re 
planning to get some of those masterpieces up 
on the website soon, with the electronic version 
of AV Times. Watch this space!

Snappy response!

©Col-B Photography



Children in Aylesbury Vale use health
services wisely - 

Aylesbury Vale

Do you?

if you're unsure call 111

We ran a competition for
the children of Aylesbury
Vale to design posters and
videos to encourage better
use of health services.  We
had fantastic results with
over 90 of our local children
getting involved, along with
their teachers and parents.

Lou Patten, Chief Officer of Aylesbury Vale CCG
with some of the winning entrants

www.aylesburyvaleccg.nhs.uk

112917 AVCCG poster_Layout 1  27/05/2014  16:22  Page 1

Advertisement feature
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A stomping success
In the last issue we told you how we were making our dance extravaganza, Activate, into a two day event. Well it 
happened and our local dance groups had Aylesbury’s Waterside Theatre buzzing. Extending this event not only 
meant more people had more fun but it also enabled us to generate more income to offset some of the cost of the 
event, with a view to eventually making it self-sustaining.

And the verdicts…

What a weekend of talent! Here it is in numbers:

30+ local dance groups 

65+ volunteers

450+ performers

1270+ tickets sold

3000+ hours of rehearsals

“There were so many talented groups and we felt 
privileged to be a part of the event!” 

Lisa Laszlo, Claydon’s Academy

“The girls had a fantastic day and wanted to do it 
all over again!” 

Rebecca Easter, The Dance Academy

Summer giveaway
Summer’s here and that means 
it’s time to make the most 
of our fantastic Vale. There’s 
no shortage of things to do, 
whether it’s a leisurely walk by 
the canal or a trip out to one of 
the many attractions around. 

And to get your holiday off to a 
flying start, we’ve got a fantastic 
summer competition with three 
family days out up for grabs.

You can enjoy a beautiful sunny 
day at Waddesdon Manor, where 
you’ll get entry to the grounds 
and magnificent house. What 
about a family trip to Aylesbury’s 
Waterside Theatre to see Julia 

Donaldson’s tale ‘What the Ladybird Heard’ come to 
life? We’ve got four tickets for the 2pm performance 

on Tuesday 26 August. Or maybe you’d prefer a 
day out together at the Bucks Railway Museum in 
Quainton? (And if trains are your thing, they’re also 
after some volunteers. Find out more by calling  
01296 655720.)

Please email your answers to avcomp@
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk or send them in to 
Summer Competition, Comms and Marketing, 
AVDC, The Gateway, Gatehouse Road, Aylesbury, 
Bucks, HP19 8FF. The competition closes at midday 
on 8 August. Please state on your entry if there’s a 
prize you don’t want to be entered for.

WIN!

To be in with a chance of winning one of these 
exciting days out, please answer the following 
question.

Q: How much does it cost for a 
contaminated load of recycling to go to 
landfill? (clue: the answer’s in this magazine.) 



20 • what’s on?

  Play in the Park
It’s a play extravaganza like no other - every year thousands of families from across the area descend 
on Aylesbury’s Vale Park for Play in the Park.

This year’s event is happening on Wednesday 6 
August, from 11am to 4pm and there will be dozens 
of different activities for 3 – 12 year-olds to try out, 
including sports, music, craft and circus skills.

A number of activities will be free but some will 
be charged for. For more details, please see www.
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/play

Meet the Ripleys, from Aylesbury

Mum, Lisa: “We have been coming 
to play in the park for more than five 
years and there’s always something 
for everyone. It’s fantastic to have 
something so local and that is a 
cheap day out. We leave every year 
happy, worn out and with armfuls of crafts.”

Freddie, 10: “I get to try new things 
and meet my friends there. My 
favourite thing to do was the spray 
painting we did one year,”

Harriet, 6: “I like going to play in  
the park because we go on the bus 
and take a picnic. I like doing the 
willow weaving and going on the 
bouncy castles.”

Gabrielle, 8: “I like doing crafts 
and making stuff in the tents. Also 
playing with the circus things, like 
the bikes and plate spinning, is fun.”

Thinking of extending  
your home? 
Worried it’ll take months for planning permission?

Not any more. 

To speed up the process visit: 
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/home-ldo

*exemptions are detailed on the website
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JULY

19 - 20 Tingewick Open Weekend, 
1pm - 5pm Tingewick Village Trail, 
open gardens, art exhibition, WWI 
exhibition, plant sale, refreshments 
& more. £4 Adults. Children free. Car 
parking available.

20 Jigsaw Annual Garden Party 
Aylesbury Rugby Club, Weston 
Turville. 12.30pm. An exciting day 
of great fun and entertainment. For 
tickets call 07958 604835.

24 July – 4 September Play around 
the Parishes 

Various villages across Aylesbury 
Vale. A series of play, sports and 
arts sessions throughout the 
summer holidays for children 1 -11 
years. Some parishes may charge 
a small entry fee. Details www.
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/play

25 July – 3 August Love Parks Week 
Aylesbury and Buckingham parks. 
Families will be able to take part 
in a range of sports, arts and 
play activities for free. Look out 
for activities in the parks across 
Aylesbury and Buckingham. Details 
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/doit

AUGUST
6 Mix 96’s Play in the Park Vale 
Park, Aylesbury. 11am – 4pm. See 
article above. Details 01296 585301 
or www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/play

22 – 25 Flower Festival in 
celebration of 25 years of the 
Florence Nightingale Hospice St 
Mary’s Church, St Mary’s Square, 
Aylesbury. Details www.fnhospice.
org.uk or 01296 429976.

23 Tingewick and Water Stratford 
Horticultural Society Annual 
Summer Show Tingewick Village 
Hall. 2pm to 4pm. Various classes, 
stalls and refreshments.

25 Hobble on the Cobbles 
Aylesbury Town Centre. A free 
live music event in Aylesbury’s 
Market Square with over 20 bands 
including Toploader. Details www.
aylesburyshowcase.co.uk/events

28 Bucks County Show Weedon 
Park, Weedon. 8am – 6.30pm. 
Attractions will include show jumping, 
livestock, rural demonstrations, 
crafts and more than 200 trade 
stands. Tickets are available from 
Buckingham and Aylesbury Tourist 
information centres (01296 330559). 
www.buckscountyshow.co.uk

30 Proms in the Park Vale Park, 
Aylesbury. 7.15pm. Bring a picnic 
and the whole family for a free 
celebration of live music. Details 
www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk

SEPTEMBER
14 Tudor Fayre and Charter Day 
Market Square, Aylesbury 
September. 
11am – 
4pm. Join 
us to celebrate 
Queen Mary 
granting Aylesbury 
the Charter of 
Incorporation in 
1554. Fun and live 
entertainment 
throughout the 
day. Details: www.
aylesburytowncouncil.
gov.uk

 
September – October Theatre 
in the Villages. Professional 
performances in various villages 
across Buckinghamshire. Details 
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

OCTOBER
9 - 11 Oh! What a Lovely War The 
Winslow Players commemorate 
the centenary of the outbreak of 
World War I. Winslow Public Hall. 
Details 01296 715185 or www.
winslowplayers.co.uk

what’s on? • 21

What’s on?
This summer and autumn



Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday


