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Hello and welcome to our first
issue of 2014. The team here at
AVDC has been extremely busy.
As you know, one of our biggest
priorities at the moment is
managing the government cuts.
We’ve made more than £7.5 million
pounds worth of savings over the
last four years but we still have a
way to go (for more detail please
see pages 2 and 3).
Inevitably we’re being forced to
make some tough decisions but
we consider these with reference
to the bigger picture, by looking
at the overall demand for services
etc. Where there’s a possibility that
vulnerable people may be affected,
we’re doing everything we can to
ensure they’re provided for.

Regrettably, we’ve also increased
council tax this year by 1.99%. This
means an extra 22p a month for
the average band D property. We
hope you agree that this was a
sensible decision, especially since
the extra income generated will be
used to support local businesses
and create employment (pages 6
and 7).
Increased investment in our
local economy is, of course, a
positive thing. And there are
many other positive changes
going on, including our decision
to make Activate a two day event.
There’s always surplus demand
for this dance extravaganza, so
we thought, at no extra cost to the
taxpayer, we’d expand.
And in another effort to showcase
local talent, we’re asking for
amateur photographers to get
in touch. Would you like to see
your work on the front of this
magazine? Watch this space!
Details are on page 4.

Neil Blake, Leader
Aylesbury Vale District Council

19 & 20 Theatre and dance
21 What’s On

This edition of Aylesbury Vale Times costs 15p per copy.*

Aylesbury Vale Times is a publication from Aylesbury Vale
District Council. It is printed on environmentally friendly
paper; please recycle after reading.
Cover photo: Dancers at last year’s Activate event
at the Aylesbury Waterside Theatre

If you’d like a free copy of this magazine in
large print, or on tape or CD, call 01296 585026

01296 585858 (main switchboard)
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
The editor: 01296 585026
or kbrewster@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
Some stock images are used in the production of this magazine
to help illustrate an article, this is in part to ensure costs are kept
to a minimum.
*Copy price may vary slightly per issue, depending on advertising
revenue and postage costs.

The views expressed by individuals in Aylesbury Vale Times are not necessarily the views of Aylesbury Vale District Council. Every effort is made to ensure that all information is accurate at the time of going
to press. External advertising in the magazine does not imply an endorsement or promotion of the advertisement, nor its content, products or services by Aylesbury Vale District Council.
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AVDC IS CHANGING
As you may know from past editions of the Aylesbury Vale Times, local authorities
are facing their toughest financial challenge to date and we are left with no
choice but to change the way we do things, in order to protect key services.
We’re planning to include this section in every edition of the magazine, from now
on, to keep our residents up-to-date with the size of the challenge and what we, as a
council, are doing to tackle it.

The background

Council tax rise

Grants from central government are being cut.
Projected figures do fluctuate but, as it stands, we
could be looking at a funding gap of around £7.5
million by 2018/19, if we don’t make changes.
That’s around half of our current budget.

Last month the council approved a 1.99% increase in
council tax. We know that the economic climate is tough
for everyone at the moment but we felt that, on balance,
this rise was the right decision.

We’re working hard to think commercially and over the last four
years we’ve saved more than £7.5 million. In November, we
told you how we were doing a number of new things to make
the figures work, including restructuring senior management,
and hiring out our facilities at our Gateway offices.
These sorts of measures will only go so far, as we’re
still only around halfway there with the savings. There’s
no doubt that tough decisions also have to be made.

The increase means that an extra 5.5p a week or 22p
a month will be paid by the average Band D property
owner – a total of £2.66 extra a year. This takes the
average Band D annual total to £136.35. The increase will
generate an extra £166,000 in total which will be used to
support local businesses and to help create more jobs.
For more on investments, see pages 6 and 7.
Don’t forget, AVDC receives less than 10% of your
total council tax bill. The rest goes to several
other organisations, including Buckinghamshire
County Council.

Other sources
Government grant

2010/11

£20.5m

2013/14

£15.8m

2019/20

£8.9m
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A great new service

Expertise generates income

Our Local Development Order for home extensions is
now fully up and running. We are one of the first councils
to introduce the order, which can be used for most
extensions on detached and semi-detached houses. It
is a great time saver, speeding up the planning process
from eight weeks to around two weeks.

In recent months our Design, Conservation and
Engineering team has generated more than £8,000,
by offering advice on urban design and historic
buildings to other local authorities and residents. For
more information visit www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/
listedbuildingsadvice

Weston Turville resident, Piyush Naik, was our first
satisfied customer. He applied for the LDO to extend his
home and received approval within a week:

Jonathan Page Play Centre

“I think it’s great the council has reduced the overall lead
time by putting the onus on the applicant to ensure it
meets all the planning requirements. The form was very
simple to complete.”
The introduction of this efficiency measure means
that less of our officers’ time is spent on the planning
process, which saves the council money.
For more details please visit www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.
uk/home-ldo

No hanging on the telephone
As you’ll see below, with our broad range of online
facilities, there’s often no need to spend your time trying
to get through on the phone. Make the website your
first port of call at your own convenience. For the small
number of issues that can’t be addressed online and
for those people without the internet, you can of course
telephone us.
We’ve recently introduced an automated phone system,
which will save the council £40,000 a year and, so far,
it’s proving a great success.

Save time and get online!
There’s plenty you can do and find out about on our
website www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk. The services
offered via the website are part of the reason we’ve
closed our customer services centre at 66 High Street
– demand there has dropped from 260 to 70 visitors
a week over recent years, mainly because many
enquires can be resolved online.

In December we took the difficult decision to withdraw
funds from the Jonathan Page Play Centre, and to work
with families and the local community to see if they
could take over the running of it.
The centre has been running for more than 13 years and
provides affordable childcare to families. It has been a
great service but for a relatively small and diminishing
number of people. When we looked at the business case
for it, there was no way we could justify subsidising it
any longer.
The reality is that the centre has an average of just 17
children each day at its after school club, when there are
50 spaces available. This means that, by the time, we
take everything into account (staff and building costs
etc), we are subsidising the running of the centre by
around £63,000 a year.
We’ve tried to make this work as a business by
advertising it across the Vale but, partly because of the
wrap-around childcare now provided by many schools,
there is no longer the demand for it.
At the time of going to print, the decision was due to go
back to cabinet.

Below are some other useful links to our website:

•

For an A – Z of services:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/a-to-z

•

To pay your council tax, business rates or parking fines:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/webpay

•

To report benefit fraud or to change your address:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/reportit

•

To find out what’s on:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/events
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AVDC community centres update
Thanks to everyone who got involved in
responding to our consultation on our community
centres in Aylesbury.

posted on our website, aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/
haveyoursay

Nearly 200 people took part; 67% were people who
used the centres; 25% were hirers and 8% were local
residents.

Whilst we made a decision to dispose of Elmhurst
Community Centre, the good news is that it will
remain open and available for hire until at least the
end of September 2014.

In response, we are introducing a new two-hour
booking slot. A summary of the survey results are

Check our website aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/
avdccommcentres for the latest updates.

Paralympic Flame
makes history
The eyes of the world were on Stoke
Mandeville once again, on 1 March,
as the Paralympic Heritage
Flame was lit to mark the start
of the Winter Games in Sochi.
Community groups and invited
guests went along to enjoy the
event, which made history
as it was the first time
the flame had been
lit outside the host
country.
Bradley Hemmings,
the Co-creative
Director of the
Opening Ceremony
in the London 2012
Paralympic Games,
played a major role,
including the design
of the Armillary Sphere - a large
metal feature which formed a central part
of the celebrations.

If you weren’t lucky enough
to attend, view the footage
at www.aylesburyvaledc.
gov.uk/legacy

Call our contractors
If you’ve seen a litter, dog mess or fly-tipping
hot-spot you’d like to report, our street
cleansing and horticultural contractors, SITA
UK & John O’Conner’s Ltd are providing a single
point of contact.
Please call freephone 0800 3893395, email
enquiries@johnoconner.co.uk or visit www.
johnoconner.co.uk/our-clients/aylesbury-valedistrict-council
And here’s who to call about grass cutting:

•

AVDC parks and open spaces, land owned by
AVDC and street cleansing across the district:
enquiries@johnoconner.co.uk or 0800 7811 578

•

Grass verges on highways: Bucks County
Council - tfb@buckscc.gov.uk or 0845 2302882

•

Land owned by VAHT: info@vaht.co.uk or
01296 732600

Amateur photographer?

Get it covered!
If you’re an amateur photographer, who
loves taking pictures of the Vale, then
we’d love to hear from you, as we’re always
looking for great photos to use on the cover of AV Times.
Unfortunately, we can’t offer payment but we will of
course credit you in the magazine.
For more information please contact Kate Brewster
at kbrewster@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk.
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Do you live in or near a
bedsit or shared house?
If so, your views are needed!
These rented properties and others such as hostels are
known as ‘houses in multiple occupation’ (HMOs), when
they are occupied by more than one household.
We would like to introduce a licensing scheme to HMOs
which would help to ensure decent and safe housing
standards are maintained – a benefit to both tenants and
neighbours.
Under the scheme, landlords who fail to apply for a licence
would risk a substantial penalty.
We’ve posted more details and a consultation
questionnaire on our website and welcome your comments
whether you are a landlord, tenant or neighbour living
near an HMO. Go to www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/
hmoconsultation
If you don’t have internet access, you can pick up a copy at
our offices instead or phone us on 01296 585605.
Please respond by Sunday 13 April 2014.

HMOs are often rented by:

•
•
•
•
•

young professionals
key workers
students
low income households
those in receipt of benefits.

Proposed new
crematorium
With the population of Bucks growing, work
is underway to look into building a new
crematorium in the north of the county, to
meet local needs.
The Chilterns Crematorium Joint Committee,
which owns and operates the Chilterns
Crematorium in Amersham (on behalf of
Aylesbury Vale, Chiltern and Wycombe District
Councils) has identified a piece of land, between
the villages of Rowsham and Bierton, which
could be suitable, subject to planning.
The site has good access from the A418 and local
residents are being consulted this month.
A planning application is expected to be
submitted to Aylesbury Vale District Council in
late spring/early summer.

Return flight?
If the Peregrine Falcons return to
Aylesbury’s County Hall platform this
spring, they’ll be in for a treat, as
volunteers have given it a makeover
using donations from SERCO.
You’ll be able to view any nesting at www.
aylesburyperegrine.org.uk
Look out for ‘watch’ events at weekends, run
in partnership with The Local Wildlife Trust
Bucks Bird Club, through the May half term.

Do you have a private water supply?
Most of us get our water from
the mains supply but there are
also a number of properties
across the district which have
a private supply, such as a
borehole, spring, stream
or wells.
Under the Private Water Supply
Regulations 2009, all private
supplies must be registered with

AVDC and a risk assessment
needs to be carried out on
those supplies intended
for drinking, cooking, food
preparation and washing.
To register your supply, free
of charge, please visit www.
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/
privatewatersupplies

HS2 news
For the latest news on
HS2, please sign up to our
newsletter by emailing
hs2news@aylesburyvaledc.
gov.uk
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Investing in our economy
The Vale’s economy has always been a high
priority for AVDC and as funding from central
government has changed, so too has the way in
which we work towards achieving the district’s
vast economic potential.
Some, although not all, of our work in support of
the Vale’s economic development is now done in
partnership with LEPs.
What is a LEP?
LEP stands for Local Enterprise Partnership. It is a
partnership between councils and businesses which
works strategically to decide economic priorities
and find solutions to overcome barriers to growth,

leading to further job creation within the local area.
LEPs started in 2011 and there are now 39 across the
country. These bodies put together economic plans
to bid for money from both central government and
EU funding pots.
Our leader is on the board of both the
Buckinghamshire Thames Valley and South East
Midlands LEPs. We feel this allows us to best
represent the interests of the area and reflect the
economic geography of the Vale.
SEMLEP has recently made around £5 million
available for businesses in the Vale. For more
details visit www.semlep.com/funding

The Silverstone Park Development is a prime example of a project which is being
progressed by AVDC in collaboration with LEPs.

Silverstone in pole position
As well as being a world famous sporting venue and the
home of British motor racing, Silverstone, in Aylesbury Vale,
is also one of the most important developments we are
currently working on.
In 2011 AVDC approved the Silverstone Masterplan
which includes a new business park, technology park,
offices, distribution facilities, up to three hotels and new
spectator facilities.
This development will create around 8,400 permanent
jobs, plus an average of 550 construction jobs per
annum over 20 years. 4,800 of these posts are likely
to be new to the area. Many roles will be in High
Performance Technology (HPT) engineering.
MEPC is a leading property investment and development
business which has taken on the lease for the business
and technology park, surrounding the world famous circuit.
AVDC, as part of the Bucks Thames Valley and South East
Midlands LEPs, is now working closely with MEPC to attract
businesses to the site and ensure the right infrastructure is
in place to further develop the opportunity.

At the time of going to print, a new investor on the circuit
side of the development was about to be announced.
Motor racing legend and
Ellesborough resident Sir Jackie
Stewart:

“Silverstone obviously has a very
special place in my heart and it’s
great to see so much development planned for both
the circuit and its surrounding area. I’m especially
pleased to see the creation of so many jobs.”

The Silverstone University Technical College (UTC) also
opened nearby last year, offering new opportunities to
14 -19 year-olds in motorsports and high performance
engineering and event management.
There’s no doubt that this is an incredibly exciting time
for the area and we’re proud to be playing a major part
in helping to realise its potential.
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Fresh
investment
It’s four months since Arla started operating its new dairy in Aston
Clinton. The company has invested £150 million into the 70 acre
site, which is the world’s largest fresh milk processing facility.
Once it is fully up and running, it will have 700 employees and is
expected to deliver a £20 million annual wages bill – great news
for the local economy. The company is also supporting education
and training opportunities.
Aston Clinton was selected because it provides a great location
between the farms from which Arla collects the raw milk and the
retailers they deliver to.
Vicky Johnson-Phillips from Aylesbury, who is a
technical team leader at the dairy, says: “I joined
Arla in April 2013 and think the extra employment
is a real bonus for the area. I also believe this site
could attract further development.”
AVDC’s Economic Development and Planning teams worked closely
with the company to secure their investment in this world class
facility – which expects to produce a billion litres of milk a year,
boasts the most technologically advanced and efficient processing
and is also planning to be zero carbon when it reaches full capacity!

Wider
broadband
coverage
Good connections are vital to any
business but for years large parts of
the Vale, particularly more rural areas,
have been unable to get fibre optic
broadband coverage.
That’s about to start changing thanks to
an £18 million project being led by Bucks
Business First, Buckinghamshire Thames
Valley LEP and Bucks County Council.
The scheme is targeting areas where
broadband suppliers wouldn’t ordinarily
go because it’s not economically viable
for them.
The largest number of properties (both
business and residential) that will benefit
are right here in the Vale and 90% of the
county will have coverage by March 2016.

AVDC has been a key
supporting partner,
looking at business
needs, communications
and the planning process.

Education means jobs
Building work on Aylesbury’s new
education centre is now underway.
The four-storey building will be built
on Walton Street at the head of the
canal basin, next to the Waterside
Theatre and will be called the
Aylesbury Centre.
Aylesbury College and Bucks New
University will lease most of the
building, allowing students to study

degree level courses in Aylesbury
for the first time. There will also be
professional and commercial courses
available.
The centre hopes to stimulate further
economic growth in Aylesbury and
across Buckinghamshire by offering a
number of courses which are directly
linked to meeting skills needed by
local industry. It’s hoped that up to
2000 students will attend the centre,

together with staff, which should also
be good news to local businesses.
This project will offer benefits to
the wider public who will be able to
use the restaurants and café on the
building’s ground floor. Improvements
for the outside space include a public
square next to the canal basin.
The centre is expected to open by
autumn 2015.
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A deal for wildlife

Bonus for
communities

In our July edition we featured an article about the Berryfields
community, where 3,000 houses are being built, north of Aylesbury.
Here we turn our attention to the wildlife around Berryfields and a
ground-breaking idea that is allowing development to give nature a
helping hand.

The Berryfields Farmland Grant
Scheme sees AVDC and the
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and
Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust (BBOWT)
working together to protect wildlife,
in the first off-setting project of its
kind in the county.
They are offering grants (funded
by the developers) to landowners
in the Berryfields, Oving and
Waddesdon areas for projects that
will help to minimise the negative
effects of development by creating
spaces for wildlife to thrive.
The first ambitious project has
just got underway and will see the
equivalent of 40 football pitches of
species-rich grassland created on a
large rural estate near Aylesbury.
720 kilos of wildflower seed,
including Common Knapweed,
Yellow Rattle, Bird’s-foot Trefoil,
Lady’s Bedstraw, Dropwort and
Dyer’s Greenweed have been sown.
Shallow ponds were also created
to provide feeding areas for wading
birds such as Curlew.

The area was previously known
for overwintering birds such as
Lapwing but not wildflowers or
insects. One of the conditions of
this particular initiative is that a
better area for wildlife is created to
compensate for the loss caused by
development.
Matt Dodds, AVDC Biodiversity
Officer, is delighted: “97% of our
wildflower meadows have been
lost over the last century so this
is incredibly significant. We are
showing just what can be achieved
if permissions for large building
projects can be negotiated to also
benefit wildlife.”
This scheme is well ahead of
its time, with funding originally
secured 10 years ago before
building could be permitted. This
is quite something given that the
government is only just consulting
on this kind of biodiversity offsetting.

1. 97% of wildflower meadows
lost over the last century.
2. 40 football pitches of
grassland created.
3. 720 kilos of wildflower
seed sown.

A number of local projects
are moving full steam ahead,
thanks to grants from the
New Homes Bonus Fund.
The fund was set up by the
council, using money it receives
from the government for
building new homes in the Vale.

Some of the successful
applicants:
Winslow Town Council
£200,000 to buy land at The
Paddock for a new community
centre.
Buckingham Town Council
£30,555 to install a multi-use
games area at Bourton Park
Waddesdon Parish Council
£90,000 for a pedestrian
controlled crossing.
Not all councils have opted
to give back some of the New
Homes Bonus to communities
but in total AVDC awarded
£373,163 in grant support.
The next deadline for funding
applications is 30 September 2014.
For further information, visit
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.
uk/community-living or call
01296 585186.
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We l ve your recycling
...but please take care not to contaminate
EC

YCL
E

R

Contamination costs
Every recycling bin containing items we don’t recycle contaminates the whole truck load. We
don’t separate recycled items at our depot – they go straight to the contractor who may reject
the truck load, meaning it ends up in landfill. The lost income from selling the recycling,
transportation costs and landfill fees costs tax payers £2000 a load!

Some of the ‘contaminators’ we’ve found in
resident recycling bins!

Remember most card, plastics and paper packaging
from your weekly shop can be recycled, including:

´´Car bumper cut up to fit in!

✔✔Any paper, including glossy or coloured paper –

´´Needles and syringes
´´Plastic toys
´´Full pots of paint
´´Light bulbs
´´Batteries
´´Quilt and pillows
´´Desk fan
´´Ironing board
Take these to your local tip, where they may be
able to recycle them separately.

Recycling food waste
Around a quarter of all waste going to landfill used to
be food. It now becomes energy and compost. This
reduces methane gas emissions, improving air quality
and, less is taken to landfill, saving money!

not padded jiffy bags

✔✔Newspapers, magazines, shredded paper
✔✔Catalogues, phone directories
✔✔Gift wrap and greeting cards (no glitter or foil)
✔✔Paper carrier bags - remove cord handles
✔✔Cardboard boxes, such as cereal, pizza etc
✔✔Tubes from toilet and kitchen rolls
✔✔Corrugated card eg packaging from
electrical goods

✔✔Foil containers and foil, clean and scrunched up
✔✔Aluminium and steel tins and cans
✔✔Aerosol cans
✔✔Plastic bottles, pots, tubs and trays
✔✔Plastic and cardboard egg boxes
✔✔Milk and juice cartons
✔✔Glass bottles and jars
Please remove the lids first and put in separately.

Food waste in numbers
7000 - Tonnes of food waste collected in first

300+ - years it takes for a plastic carrier bag

year – equivalent to 540 double decker buses

to decompose

600 - number of homes the energy from our food
waste could power 24/7, over a month

12

- weeks it takes a fully compostable food waste
bag to decompose

Compostable liners are stocked by most garden
centres, hardware shops and supermarkets.
Please do not use other plastic bags as it
contaminates food waste, and the whole truck
load goes to landfill instead.
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Resident recycler
Peter Hamer is a lorry
driver who lives with
his family in Pitstone.
He recently completed
our magazine survey
and it was clear he had
a passion for recycling,
so we thought we’d
invite him to share
some of his thoughts.
Recycling’s important to me because... we can’t just
keep buying things new and throwing away to landfill.
I like to reuse things as much as possible and if they
can’t be reused, then I recycle.
I think AVDC’s recycling system is...good but, as
residents, we need to aim to recycle more. As part of

garden
waste

my work, I go to the landfill site at Calvert and there
are still huge amounts of paper, glass, cardboard and
metal which are not being recycled.
One of the things I try to do is... save used stamps
for the Royal National Institue of Blind People, which
helps them raise funds. And, of course, it’s one less
thing to throw away. You can find out more by emailing
fundraising@rnib.org.uk
I set my self a challenge... to put as little as possible
in my waste bin. I’ve also got a garden waste (brown)
bin. It’s great to see garden bits going off to make
compost, it goes full circle.
If you’re a recycling champion and have some tips
which might help to get our rates even higher, then
please email them, along with a photo of yourself,
to kbrewster@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Garden waste collections
at Bank Holidays
Normally, your garden waste bin is collected the same week as your waste bin, but on a
Monday. On Easter Monday and the Bank Holidays in May, collections will be delayed to
the Saturday of that week.

Normal collection day

Revised Garden Waste collection dates

Easter Monday 21 April

Saturday 26 April

May Day Monday 5 May

Saturday 10 May

Bank Holiday Monday 26 May

Saturday 31 May

EC

YCL
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To find out about our popular garden waste collection service go to aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/garden
If you don’t have internet access, please call 01296 585510.

WASTE

Other
collections

If your normal recycling or waste
collection day is on Friday, there’ll be no collection on
Good Friday. Bins will be collected one day later on
Saturday 19 April. No other days are affected. Dates
can be found at aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/bincalendar

If you
rger
need a la visit
bin,
recycling
yvaledc.
aylesbur
rms/ or
gov.uk/fo on
phone us
5510.
01296 58

You
can now
recycle a
ll the
packagin
g around
your Eas
te
the foil w r egg –
rap, plas
tic
bubble a
nd the ca
rd
outer all
go in
recycling your
bin!

T
CH H I S
IP Y
TI EAR
M :
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G

Tour
de

Vale
Bike Ride

Sunday 8th June 2014
Stoke Mandeville Stadium
t 01296 395995 f 01296 424171 e info@wheelpower.org.uk

www.tourdevale.com
Supported by
Charity Registration No. 265498

ARE YOU CONFUSED ABOUT
IMMIGRATION AND DO NOT
KNOW WHERE TO TURN?
Can’t seem to find your way
around the ever changing shape of
Immigration Rules?
You are not alone.
Contact Naila Khan at Buckingham Legal Associates
for world class advice and assistance with your
immigration matter. We will help you from start to
finish and work with you on a one-to-one basis!
Renowned for competent and professional
immigration advice, Buckingham Legal Associates
are a Level 3 Qualified organisation and regulated
by the Offices of the Immigration Services
Commissioner. We cover ALL aspects of Immigration
Law and can represent you at court for your appeal
hearing. Contact us TODAY to book a consultation!
Good immigration advice...it’s in everybody’s
interest!

Contact:
Buckingham Legal Associates
1st Floor, Barclays House
Gatehouse Way
Aylesbury
HP19 8DB
Telephone: 020 3006 2742
Email: info@buckslegal.co.uk
Web: www.buckslegal.co.uk
Buckingham Legal Associates is
authorised and regulated by the
Offices of the Immigration Services
Commissioner (OISC)
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Vale of Aylesbury Plan withdrawn
In January we got the incredibly disappointing decision from
the government inspectorate that our Vale of Aylesbury Plan
(VAP) could not go ahead.
As reported in past editions of this
magazine, this was our plan for
13,850 new homes to be built in the
Vale by 2031, along with the creation
of 6,000 jobs.
The VAP superseded central
government’s original South East
Plan (SEP) which would have seen
around 30,000 homes. We felt
these levels were too high for the
Vale and, fortunately at the time,
the government decided to change
the system and give local councils
the responsibility of working with
their local communities (known as
the localism agenda) to put forward
housing and job numbers for their
areas.
We believed from our own evidence
and consultation with residents,
that VAP was in the best interests of
the Vale. It still allowed for growth

but without compromising what we
consider to be a very special area.
We also felt our plan followed the
government’s localism agenda.
However, the continually changing
messages from central government
during the writing of the plan, made
the whole process very difficult.
We were criticised for not consulting
enough with neighbouring
authorities. Some of those
authorities, including Chiltern
District and Luton Borough, are
expecting us to provide for some of
their housing needs. We didn’t feel
that was in our residents’ interests
but, that apart, these councils were
not able to confirm the housing
numbers they were looking at and
still can’t today!
Despite our disappointment,
we are left with no choice but to

The Gateway

a venue like no other

move on and make the best of the
situation. We are now going to have
to develop beyond our original
plans – meaning much higher
numbers of new houses. We don’t
know what these are yet but we will
do everything to ensure there is
adequate provision for additional
infrastructure such as schools, play
areas and road improvements.
As you may know and will see from
page 6, we have great economic
plans for the Vale and, although
what we expect to be large-scale
growth wasn’t our first choice,
we will now work to produce a
revised plan and turn this into an
opportunity to attract more business
and create more jobs.

We will of course keep
you informed and, don’t
forget, any news updates
will appear on our website
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Perfect for training,
conferences, exhibitions,
weddings, parties and more.
A modern, unique and
versatile venue, available
for all types of events.
We have first class
facilities, with in-house
catering available, plus onsite parking.

For more details please contact 01296 585969
or email conference@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
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TUE 8 - SAT 12 APR

WED 9 - SAT 12 APR

SAT 17 & SUN 18 MAY

THU 5 - SUN 8 JUN

MON 28 APR - SAT 3 MAY

TUE 10 - SAT 14 JUN

PICK UP OUR BROCHURE OR LOOK ONLINE FOR MORE!

0844 8717607

(bkg fee)

GROUPS HOTLINE 0844 871 7614

GO ON, TREAT YOURSELF!

www.atgtickets.com/aylesbury (bkg fee)

Fremantle Court

Were you born on or
after 1 September 1996?
The law has changed so that all young people
are required to stay in learning longer.
This is being referred to as ‘Raising the
Participation Age’ (RPA).

Here’s what’s changed . . .
After you sit your final exams in
Year 11 you will be required to
continue your learning until you
are aged 18. You can stay in
learning longer.

Learning - your choices:



Apprenticeship 

College

Sixth form
Training

Other options (conditions apply):



Taking a job
Self employment/Voluntary work

Need more information?

Ask your school about speaking to
an independent Careers Adviser
or contact Connexions at:
www.stayinlearning.org.uk/avdt
Tel: 0845 313 3413

An innovative new
care and nursing
home

Opening Spring 2014
Stoke Mandeville
Fremantle Court is a new, luxurious, residential,
dementia and nursing care home for people with
a wide range of needs, located in the rural area of
Stoke Mandeville, Buckinghamshire.
For more information, or to arrange a care
consultation, please call our
Family Liaison Manager

01296 737366
fremantletrust.org

Working in partnership with

passionate about care

Luxury Care and Nursing Home
FT457
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European Parliamentary
Election - 22 May 2014

What readers
think of the
AV Times

Elections for the European Parliament take place every five
years. The next election is scheduled for 22 May 2014.
If you want a postal vote for this election you need to have
applied by 5pm on Wednesday 7 May 2014.
A bit of background…
What does the European Parliament do?
It represents people living in the 27 member countries of the
European Union (EU). It has powers in a range of areas including:

•
•
•
•
•

consumer and workers’ rights
the environment

Congratulations to Dawn Honeyball
who won a weekend away, courtesy
of Travelodge, after taking part in our
survey on the Aylesbury Vale Times.
Thank you to everyone who responded
and sorry you couldn’t all be winners. Your
feedback is incredibly useful and greatly
appreciated.

international trade

We are still analysing the figures but
here are some of the headline findings:

economic development

•

Almost nine out of ten (89%) of
readers said the magazine was either
a very (29%) or fairly (60%) important
source of council information to them.

•

The European Parliament is made up of 736 Members of the
European Parliament (MEPs) who are elected by the 27 EU
member countries. The UK is represented by 72 MEPs, 10 of which
are elected in the South East Region of which Aylesbury Vale is
a part.

The five most popular types of story
were - What’s On (73%), recycling
(72%), environment (64%), planning
(49%) and community (45%).

•

Two thirds of readers said they read
most of the magazine on a regular
basis.

How is it elected?

•

Several people asked for a bit more
news from the more rural areas. This
is something we’ll try to work on.

•

The vast majority of respondents were
very positive about recent changes to the
magazine (new cover, expanded content)
and the introduction of competitions has
been very well received.

human rights

It has the power to approve, amend or reject new European laws.
It also approves the EU budget.
How is it made up?

In a European Parliamentary election, you have one vote to elect
all of your MEPs. Each party puts forward a list of candidates
known as a regional list and you vote for one of these lists or for
an individual candidate standing as an independent. The number
of MEPs that are elected from each party to represent a region
depends on the overall share of votes that each party receives.
Where can I find out more?
From the European Parliament Information Office in the
United Kingdom at www.europarl.org.uk
Or for local information on voting visit www.aylesburyvaledc.
gov.uk/elections, email electoralreg@aylesburyvaledc.gov.
uk, phone 01296 585807.

Given that the Aylesbury Vale Times
is our main source of communication
with residents and a very cost-effective
one, we’ll also be carrying out some
research with non readers.
Our thanks again!
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Power to the people?
A Neighbourhood Development Plan allows local communities to develop land use planning policies
for their neighbourhoods. It means they can potentially decide where new homes, offices, leisure and
community facilities should be built and what they should look like.
These plans, introduced under the Localism Act 2011, can be detailed or general and mean local people can get
the right type of development for their community, provided they fit with the wider area too.
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Winslow plan delayed

Just before we went
to print we had
Great Horwood
the disappointing
Winslow
news that Winslow’s
Wing
Marsh Gibbon
Neighbourhood
Wingrave with
Rowsham
Plan, which had
Quainton
Cheddington
been steaming
ahead, had
Haddenham
been delayed
by the
independent
examiner.
This was
due to legal
submissions
from a developer who is objecting to the local plan.
Buckingham

The examiner, Nigel McGurk, has apologised to the
community for his decision but said he wanted to wait
for the outcome of another legal challenge to a local
plan in Lincolnshire, to avoid further delays later on.

Buckingham Town Council (BTC) is
also well into the process, having
recently finished their consultation on
the Buckingham Neighbourhood Plan.
This plan will need to be approved by
BTC and then submitted to AVDC for
further publicity, followed by an external
examination.
At the time of going to print, Chilton and Buckland
parish councils were also looking at going down the
route of neighbourhood plans.

The proposed Winslow Neighbourhood Plan (WNP)
covers the area of the parish and was put forward by
Winslow Town Council, in consultation with residents.
It sets out sites for 455 homes, more than
five hectares of employment land, along with
educational and community facilities - including play
facilities, a nursery and a new health care facility.
There are nine Neighbourhood Development Plans
across the Vale but Winslow’s is at the most advanced
stage.
If the plan does get the go-ahead, after this latest
delay, AVDC will need to consider the examiner’s
recommendations before the plan then goes to a local
referendum.
This referendum will give Winslow’s residents the
chance to have their say on whether they want the
future development of the town to be in the hands of
the WNP until 2031.

Who else could follow?
The following parishes have been given the green
light to produce neighbourhood plans.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Quainton
Wing
Great Horwood
Wingrave with Rowsham
Marsh Gibbon
Haddenham
Cheddington
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Your mum will love these prizes
As Mother’s Day is fast approaching, we’ve got a fantastic competition with some great prizes.

!
win

!

win

How about taking
your mum to the
stunning National
Trust property
Waddesdon Manor
for the day? This
prize includes
entrance to the
grounds and the house, as
well as a two course meal
for four people in the Manor
Restaurant. It can be enjoyed
any time before the end of May.
We’ve also got two pairs of
tickets to see the award-winning
Buddy – The Buddy Holly Story, at
Aylesbury’s Waterside Theatre on
Monday 28 April at 7.30pm, with a
complimentary drink.

So, some real treats just waiting to be won.
All you have to do is answer this question
and it’s back to recycling for this one:
How long does it take for a plastic carrier
bag to decompose? (see page 10)
a) 10 years
b) 100 years
c) 300+ years
All entrants will be entered in to the same prize
draw and the three names selected at random will
each win a prize. Please say if you don’t want to be
considered for one of the prizes. Entries must be
received by Friday 28 March at midday. Please email
avtimes@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk or write to Kate
Brewster, Mother’s Day Comp, Gatehouse Road,
Aylesbury, HP19 8FF.

Apprentices take on
the challenge
You may remember in the last edition of Aylesbury Vale Times, we
introduced you to our apprentices. Since then, they have been
entered into a national apprenticeship challenge, as a joint team
with Aylesbury College.
To win the Brathay Apprentice Challenge, the team - which includes
AVDC’s Adam Spragg, Bethany Spearing and Kirsty Law - will have to
prove their team-building, leadership, logistical and communications
abilities, through a series of work-related challenges.
“I’m really glad to be taking part. It would be great if we could
make the finals and better still if we win! You never know! Either
way, we’re bound to learn a lot ”
says Adam Spragg, from Recycling and Waste.
After working on a local project, eight teams will be shortlisted,
from across the country, next month and the overall winner will be
announced in June.

A new
learning
experience
How do you fancy picking up some
new life skills and building community
networks?
AVDC is part of an exciting new partner
project which will give individuals the
chance to learn everything from life
saving to young enterprise in short, lively
sessions.
This course is aimed at those over 16 who
live in the Buckingham Park, Elmhurst,
Quarrendon and Berryfields areas.
Please email peter@the-u.org.uk by Easter
if you are interested.

18 • leisure

Make a date with Dahl
It may be a few months off but make sure you’ve got the marvellous
Roald Dahl Festival down in your diary for 5 July.
This year, the event which is run by AVDC and attracts visitors from all
over the country and beyond, is based on Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory, as the popular tale celebrates its 50th birthday.
As ever, a spectacular parade of Dahl characters, accompanied by
samba bands and street entertainers, will take place in and around
Aylesbury town centre.
A range of fun activities will follow, some with a small charge, as well
as music and entertainment.

More than 600 children, from local schools,
participated in last year’s parade with an audience of
around 6,000. This really is an event not to be missed!

Sports bursaries
Are you a talented athlete, performing at
a regional level or higher, who could use
a helping hand with costs?
You could be
eligible for a bursary
of up to £300 to help
cover costs such as training
or equipment, under the
Aylesbury Vale Sports
and Physical Activity
Network programme.
Also residents who are
currently coaching or
volunteering at a community
club within the Vale, or
would like to start, can apply
for up to 75% of the cost of
a Level 1, 2 or 3 coaching
qualification.
In the past successful
applicants have included a
skeet shooter, an ice hockey

Could you judge
the best pub?

player, rugby players and
gymnasts.
Sophie Holloway (pictured),
a ten year-old skater from
Buckingham, received a £300
bursary last year, which she put
towards competition entries:
“I am grateful that I was
awarded funding to help with
the costs of my sport and
given support to achieve my
goals. I am now training very
hard in preparation for the
2014 competition season.”

Application forms
can be found at www.
aylesburyvaledc.gov.
uk/sports

The Aylesbury Vale Village Pub
competition, sponsored by Dayla, is back
and we are on the look out for new judges
to help choose the best rural pub in
Aylesbury Vale for 2014.
Previous winners of this award include The
Seven Stars at Dinton, Cublington’s Unicorn
and The King and Queen in Wendover.
If you are interested in joining the judging
panel please email leisureservices@
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk by 30 April, stating in
less that 40 words why you would be a great
addition to the panel. Please note that there
is no allowance for any expenses incurred.
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Dancing all weekend
Name: Catherine Down
Age: 25
Dance Group: Doorways
Integrated Dance Group
“I like dancing. I like being with my friends
and dancing on stage. I like showing people
what I learned at dance club.”

Next month Activate, AVDC’s youth dance festival, returns to
Aylesbury’s Waterside Theatre but this year the event is being
expanded to run over two nights, due to its previous success
and high demand.
More than 30 groups from across Aylesbury Vale,
Buckinghamshire and the wider south east will perform a variety
of styles from street dance to contemporary and everything in
between, on 26 and 27 April.
During Easter a Parkour project is being run to create a
performance piece for the Sunday night show.
Information about the workshop and a programme of events can
be found at www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/activate
Tickets for the performances cost £12 or £9 and are available
from the Waterside Theatre box office.

Advertise
in the AV
Times
The next issue of
the Aylesbury Vale
Times will be published
on 7 July and delivered to more than
73,000 households across the Vale.
Why not advertise with us and get your
company or organisation out there?
To find out more, email kbrewster@
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Name: Jasmine Miles
Age: 16
Dance Group: Cottesloe
School Dance Company
“I look forward to the day because you get
to dance on a professional stage in front
of an audience. I love watching the other
dancers too as it gives you inspiration.”
Name: Danielle Bailey
Age: 17
Dance Group: Cottesloe
School Dance Company
“This is our fourth year at Activate and every
year it becomes more thrilling especially
with a different workshop each time. It really
is a fun day for everybody.”

Play around the Parishes
Play around the Parishes, a
service available to rural areas
in the district, will be running
during the Easter and summer
holidays. Last year 57 villages
booked sessions and around
3,500 children attended.
If you enjoyed one of these
play events, remind your parish
council to book their place soon
by telephoning 01296 585188.
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for all. 34 years on and it’s still doing just that, albeit
with some great additions, like the Limelight Theatre.

A treasure in
our town

Some big names, including Eddie Izzard and Jo Brand,
have played there over the years and there’s always
plenty to enjoy, whether it’s Blues, Folk, comedy or, of
course, the QPAC panto.
And if you’re looking for a new hobby, look no further.
QPAC runs 70, yes 70, weekly workshops.

The Queens Park Arts Centre has inspired and
entertained for more than three decades and AVDC is
proud to be a key partner.
In a town which is building on its reputation as a place
for arts and entertainment, the Queens Park Arts Centre
(QPAC), along with Aylesbury’s Waterside Theatre,
plays a major role. It’s somewhere to either appreciate
the arts or really get involved and create them.
The centre, which runs as a charity and is based at the
old Queens Park School, started in 1980 to provide arts

“The centre is friendly, inclusive and has so much
to offer. I’ve loved doing pottery, life drawing and
printmaking,“ says Arts Centre Coordinator Nikita
Strange.
AVDC become one of the key partners in 1998. Today
we contribute over £30,000 a year to the centre, which
welcomes residents of all ages.

There really is something for everyone, even if
you just fancy a quick drink at the coffee bar!
For more details please visit www.qpc.org

i’m active
you’re active
we’re active
Join Now No contract!
Ask in-centre
or go online

TWO
MONTHS

PLUS

FREE £40
OFF
*

*

Swan Pool & Leisure Centre

PLUS

A FREE
DAY PASS
FOR 2
PEOPLE*

01280 817500
Aqua Vale Swimming & Fitness Centre

01296 488555
W everyoneactive.com

2486_Aylesbury Vale_HP_01.03.indd 1

facebook

twitter

Everyone Active
manages these
facilities on behalf
of Aylesbury Vale
District Council.
*Terms apply.
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What’s on?
MARCH

APRIL

13 to 15 The Two Worlds of Charlie F
Aylesbury Waterside Theatre (Thu –
Sat evenings 7.30pm, Sat matinee
2.30pm). A major new UK tour
performed by servicemen who have
been wounded in service. For tickets
call 0844 871 7607 or visit www.
atgtickets.com/aylesbury (booking
fees apply).

7 – 11 Parkour Performance Project
Aylesbury Vale Academy, 10am –
4pm. Week long project for children
aged 8 - 14 producing a piece to
perform at Activate on 27 April at
the Waterside Theatre. £95 for the
week (early bird bookings) £125 if
you book after 1 April. Book at www.
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/doit

23 Wedding Fair The Gateway
Conference Centre, Aylesbury,
11 – 4pm. Fashion shows, live
entertainment and wedding
stalls galore. Free entry. Details:
01767 318066 or mail@weddingexhibitions-uk.co.uk

26 and 27 French Market with
France at Home Waddesdon Manor,
10am – 5pm. A variety of food and
artisan products. Normal admission
charges apply. Adult: £8 Child: £4.
Details: www.waddesdonmanor.org

23 Buckingham Spring Fair
Old Cattle Pens, Buckingham Town
Centre, 11am - 3pm. Enjoy the variety
of stalls and find out about leisure,
community projects and much more.
Free event. Details 01280 815229.
23 Sainsbury’s Sport Relief Mile
Waddesdon Manor, 11.30am. Walk,
hop, skip or run around the gardens
in the Waddesdon Mile. Suitable
for all ages and abilities. Normal
charges apply to non-participants.
Details: www.waddesdon.org.uk/
events
23 Sunday Specials Queens Park
Arts Centre, Aylesbury, 10am – 4pm
(see website for exact times). Four
one-off workshops introducing a
variety of subjects including Raku
Firing, Blacksmithing, Jive and Wet
Felting. Details: 01296 424 332 or
visit www.qpc.org

26 and 27 Activate Youth Dance
Festival Aylesbury Waterside Theatre,
7.30pm. See page 19 for details.
27 St George’s Fun Day and Scout
Parade Market Square, Aylesbury,
11am – 4pm. Traditional music, craft
activities and family entertainment
for free! The annual Scout Parade
takes place during the afternoon,
starting in Market Square before a
service at St Mary’s Church. Details:
01296 425678.

May
May/ June Music in Quiet Places
Professional classical concerts
held in idyllic rural settings across
the Vale. A heritage walk precedes
each concert. Details: 01296 585301
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/arts

10 QPC
Open Day
Queens Park
Arts Centre,
Aylesbury,
11am – 3pm.
Have-a-go
sessions
for children and adults in a wide
range of arts and crafts. A fantastic
opportunity to come and see what
we’re all about! Details: 01296 424
332 www.qpc.org
18 Chiltern Hills Vintage Vehicle
Rally Weedon Park, Weedon Hill,
near Aylesbury. 10am – 5pm. Entry
£6, children free. A great family day
out! Details: www.chilternhillsrally.
org.uk
24 Stowe of Den Building 10am6pm. This free event takes place
in the surrounding parkland of
Stowe’s National Trust grounds.
See how much fun you can have
while completing our challenges.
New Inn visitor facilities, café, shop
and parlour rooms will be open
but gardens will be closed. Details:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/stowe

June
5 June to 26 October, Mosaic
Menagerie: A Roman Masterpiece
from Lod Waddesdon Manor. A rare
Roman mosaic pavement excavated
in Israel forms the centrepiece
of this exhibition. Details: www.
waddesdon.org.uk
7 to 22 Bucks Open Studios
Over 500 artists and makers from
the county will be opening their
studios to the public for free and
showcasing their talent through
demonstrations, exhibitions
and workshops. Details: www.
bucksopenstudios.org.uk

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday

