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Here at AVDC, we really are
passionate about our Vale and are
determined to keep improving and
developing it for everyone to enjoy,
as well, of course, as increasing
local employment.
We are involved in a number
of projects across the district
at the moment. One of these is
the Waterside North project in
Aylesbury, which will bring huge
improvements to the town centre,
including new places to eat and
drink, a lovely public square and
some new homes. I was proud
to be at an event recently where
potential developers pitched their
ideas on the first phase of the
project – what a brilliant response
we had! We also found out that
SEMLEP (South East Midlands
Local Enterprise Partnership),
of which we are a member, has
secured more than £3 million to
invest in that public space. It’s a
very exciting time.
These sorts of grants are more
important than ever, given the
backdrop of central government

20 How you could be playing samba
at the Roald Dahl festival
21 What’s on

cuts we have to manage. Our team
is doing a sterling job of making
savings to protect key services but,
as our budget continues to shrink,
we know that bigger changes will
be required. You can find out more
about the savings we’ve been
making on page 2.
It may be a few months back but
I’d like to briefly mention that we
had the pleasure of taking our
cabinet meeting out to Buckingham
at the end of last year. Following
its success, we’d like to do the
same at different venues across
the Vale once a quarter, logistics
permitting, so that residents can
see democracy working at first
hand. It’s worth me reminding you
that we do have live webcasts of
all full council meetings so, if The
Gateway is too far for you, do log
on and find out about the decisions
your councillors are making (www.
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/webcast).
And, before I sign off, how do you
fancy getting away from it all?
We’ve got two return tickets to a
Eurostar destination of your choice,
plus vouchers for a family meal at
Gourmet Burger Kitchen, in our prize
draw. All we ask is that you take
five minutes to fill in our readership
survey. The details are on page 19.
Best wishes,
CLLR NEIL BLAKE,
LEADER OF AYLESBURY
VALE DISTRICT COUNCIL

This edition of Aylesbury Vale Times costs around 13p per copy.*

Aylesbury Vale Times is a publication from Aylesbury Vale
District Council. It is printed on environmentally friendly
paper; please recycle after reading.
If you’d like a free copy of this magazine in large print,
or on tape or CD, call 01296 585026
Front cover photo: Activate dance festival
External advertising in the magazine does
not imply an endorsement or promotion of the
advertisement, nor its content, products or services
by Aylesbury Vale District Council.

01296 585858 (main switchboard)
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
The editor: 01296 585026
or kbrewster@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
Some stock images are used in the production of this magazine
to help illustrate an article, this is in part to ensure costs are kept
to a minimum.
*Copy price may vary slightly per issue, depending on advertising
revenue and postage costs.

The views expressed by individuals in Aylesbury Vale Times are not
necessarily the views of Aylesbury Vale District Council. Every effort is made
to ensure that all information is accurate at the time of going to press.
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YOUR COUNCIL IS CHANGING...
It may be a new year but our mission to make savings and generate income so that we can continue to
deliver key services, is as crucial as ever.
Like all councils, we have faced substantial reductions
in central government funding but prudent financial
planning, changing the way we work and being
prepared to make difficult decisions has helped us
to protect frontline services and meet the financial
challenge so far.
By 2016 we will have saved around £11 million in the
space of 5 years (this includes new income generated)
but we still have a long way to go, particularly as we want
to ensure the council tax that you pay continues to offer
value for money and to keep any increases small.
Our net budget for 2015/16 will be £15.7 million
(compared to £20.7 million for 2010/11) and, as it
stands, we have a gap of around £7 million to fill
by 2020, assuming that the government grant will be
removed completely by then.
We’ve previously told you about a number of changes
we’ve made including senior management restructures,
introducing a staff car pool scheme to reduce mileage
claims and hiring out our offices at The Gateway for
functions.

Renting desks
The NHS Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) has
recently more than doubled the office space it rents from
us at our Gateway offices. The rental income we receive
will help to protect our services.
Sharing ideas…
A number of organisations have been impressed with
the way we’re continuing to manage central government
cuts and have been to visit us at our Gateway offices.
The Continuous Improvement Team from RAF High
Wycombe came to find out about our innovation,
process change and ability to generate additional
income. We’re planning a similar visit to their base this
year to see how they are coping with shrinking budgets.
Other organisations who’ve come to find out how we’re
balancing our books include Islington Council, Bracknell
Forest Council, East Hampshire and Bucks County
Council. For more information, please visit
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/change

What’s new?
Elmhurst sold
The sale of Elmhurst community centre, in Aylesbury,
was agreed by cabinet, at the end of last year, with the
preferred bidder being a housing developer.
AVDC will not only gain from the sale but will also receive
New Homes Bonus income (see page 11 for more on
this) from the properties built on the site.
On top of that, we will save £53,000 a year on
maintenance costs. Money from the sale will be
reinvested to improve our other community centres.
Elmhurst had been under-used partly because there’s
another centre close by.

Residents
with a Band D
property in the Vale pay
an average of £136.35 a year
from their council tax to AVDC.
That’s the equivalent of £2.62
a week for our services – less
than the price of a couple
of coffees.
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Thinking of extending
your home?
Worried it’ll take months
for planning permission?

Not any more

To speed up the process visit: www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/home-ldo
*exemptions are detailed on the website

AVDC website
Don’t forget, you can do a number
of things on our website, at your
own convenience:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk.
Here are some useful links:
• To report benefit fraud, dog fouling,
graffiti or to change your address:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/reportit
•

For an A – Z of services:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/a-to-z

•

To pay your council tax, business rates or
parking fines:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/webpay

•

To find out what’s on:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/events

The unitary
question
AVDC
website
At the
time of
going
we were
at the very
Don’t
forget,
you
canto
doprint,
a number
of things
on
early
stagesat
ofyour
looking
into
the unitary -question
our
website,
own
convenience
www.
– we were waiting to see if the council would give
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk.
the formal go-ahead for a business case to be
Here are some useful links:
developed for a unitary authority for Aylesbury
• Vale.
To report
benefit
fraud,
dog district
fouling,and
graffiti
or to
This would
mean
merging
county
changetoyour
councils
formaddress:
a single authority for the district.
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/reportit
There is interest in this model as a system which
• could
For an
A – Z of make
services:
potentially
decisions more locally,
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/a-to-z
reduce
inefficiencies (such as duplication of services
occur
in council
the current
system)
offer
• which
To pay
your
tax,two-tier
business
ratesand
or parking
more
value
for
money
to
residents
in
a
time
of
everfines:
shrinking
budgets.
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/webpay
•

To find out what’s on:
We will give you a full update in our July edition
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/events
of the magazine. In the meantime, you can find
out more by visiting:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/news
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Parking charge
changes in
Aylesbury
A restructure of charges in Aylesbury’s council car parks
comes into effect from this summer.
Some prices have increased and some have been frozen –
all depending on where you park, when and for how long.
The main changes to charging in car parks are:
•

The £1 evening parking charge that applies from
6.30pm will be removed and replaced with the
daytime car park charges but only up to 9pm. After
this time parking will be free.

•

Sunday and Bank Holiday parking charges will go up
50p from £1 to £1.50.

•

At Aqua Vale, parking will cost £2 for up to two
hours, £6 for up to four hours and £10 for up to 24
hours (leisure centre users will be able to claim back
parking costs for up to four hours).

Income from car parks covers the cost of providing the
facilities including maintenance, barriers and ticket
machines, rates and lighting.
Even with these modest increases, the charges in our
car parks still compare competitively with those of
neighbouring towns.
Car parking charges in Buckingham, Wendover and
Winslow will remain the same for a further year.

BULKY WASTE COLLECTION SERVICE

New! Bulky
household items
collection service
from AVDC
Need some bulky furniture shifting but
can’t get to the tip? Good news - we’ve
started a new collection service for large
household items.
This is a service we charge for, with up to
three items collected for a flat fee of £75. Any
additional items are charged at £5 each to a
maximum of eight items in total.
So for example, if you want to get rid of a
dining table and six chairs it will cost £80 (as
dining chairs are smaller we count two as one
item, so six dining chairs count as three items,
plus the table is one extra item). A three piece
suite will cost £75 as there are three items.
For residents using the service, we’ll also collect
any unwanted small electrical items (such
as hair dryers and hand mixers) and textiles
(including linen and clothes) free of charge.
Please note, we do not collect DIY waste,
such as rubble or plaster board.

To find out more, please visit
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/
bulkyitems You can also
email us at bulkyitems@
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
or phone 01296 585515.
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT

ELECTORAL REGISTER

Problems paying
your council tax?

Your vote
counts!
It’s a big year for democracy, with both the UK
general election and the district and parish elections
being held on Thursday May 7.
We urge every resident of the Vale, aged 18 and over, to
get along to their local polling booth and exercise their
right to vote. It counts!

You may be able to get extra financial support to
help you with your council tax if you are in severe
financial difficulty.
The council has a discretionary fund, which was recently
increased and is designed to assist those households
that face exceptional financial challenges when trying to
pay their council tax. Many of the residents who receive
this extra help have disabilities or young children within
their household and have a very low income.
Before we consider whether a resident can benefit from this
fund, we will check that they are receiving all of the discounts
and reductions they might already be entitled to.
To find out if you are eligible for help, please visit
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/counciltax or call
01296 585299.

In order to vote, you must be included on the electoral
register and the deadline for registering is Monday 20
April.
If you are due to be away on polling day you can apply to
vote by post. Your completed form must be received no
later than 5pm Tuesday 21 April.
Alternatively, you may wish to appoint a proxy whereby
someone can vote on your behalf. Please contact us
for an application form which must be completed and
received no later than 5pm Tuesday 28 April.
If your proxy is not able to attend your polling station
they can vote by post but the postal vote application
deadline above will still apply.

For more information please visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/elections

Work starts on Swan Pool
Work on the £2.6 million pound redevelopment of the Swan Pool
and Leisure Centre, in Buckingham, is now underway.
Improvements include
refurbishing and enlarging the
changing village, creating a new
and separate dry side changing
area and installing a climbing
wall. The gymnasium will also be
extended and the reception area
will be modernised.

The project is intended to be
as environmentally friendly
as possible, making use of
sustainable technologies, and
work will be phased with the aim
of keeping as many facilities open
throughout the improvement
programme as possible.

The redevelopment, which is
being carried out by Balfour
Beatty, is being funded by both
a £500,000 Sport England
grant and the council’s capital
programme and is expected to
be completed by early 2016.
Everyone Active manages the
centre and will work alongside
AVDC, which owns the property,
to deliver the improvement
project.

Helping older people in
need throughout
Buckinghamshire
Tel : 01296 431911
We can help with the following services :
• Befriending Plus

• Computer Training

• Memory Advice

• Domestic Cleaning

• Information & Advice

• Gardening

• Dementia Carer Support

• Hairdressing

• Shopping

• Handyperson

• Welfare Benefits

• Toenail Cutting

For further information call
01296 431911 or visit our website
at www.ageukbucks.org.uk
Registered Charity 1139423
Email: age@ageukbucks.org.uk
A local independent charity working within the county of Buckinghamshire

RPM Consultancy
(Property Matters) Ltd
STRUGGLING WITH A
PROPERTY OR TENANCY
RELATED MATTER?
Semi-retired property professional, with over
40 years experience in the public and private
property sectors, available for
help and advice.
Areas covered include property buying and
selling, agency issues and disputes, landlord
and tenancy matters, including rent arrears
recovery, and County Court proceedings for
debt and/or possession, as appropriate.
Hourly or ﬁxed fees please call for further details.

Roger Marsh

B.Sc, CIHCM, FNAEA, MARLA

 07939-581476

 rogerpmarsh@btinternet.com
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Next steps for
local plan
In January we received the fantastic news that
three unplanned developments, consisting of a
total of almost 6,000 homes, had been turned
down by the government.
The plans would have seen 3,000 homes
between Aylesbury and Weston Turville, almost
3,000 in Fleet Marston, west of Berryfields, and
up to 220 homes at Weedon Hill, just north of
Buckingham Park.
The decision by the Secretary of State vindicates
our determination to vigorously oppose these
unplanned developments.
We’re fully aware that thousands of new houses
will be required in Aylesbury Vale in the future
to meet the needs of a growing community, but
we strongly believe that the future level and
direction of growth should be through the proper
development plan process, which is already
well underway.
The new local plan will set out future housing figures
for the whole of the Vale for the next 18 years. Our
district’s assessment of the housing and economic
needs should be completed by April.
We expect to find out how many homes from
neighbouring authorities we may need to make
provision for by the autumn – the council has a
legal ‘duty to co-operate’ with nearby authorities
who don’t have the space to build new homes,
for example because the land is protected as
green belt.
After an initial consultation in October we will then
release our plan showing where the homes should
go, which will be subject to formal examination,
which we expect to be in 2016.

HS2 updates
HS2 remains an important issue for many
AVDC residents. For the latest news on this
project, please sign up to our newsletter by
emailing hs2news@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Grass
cutting
Buckinghamshire County Council is devolving
some of its grass cutting and hedge row
maintenance to town and parish councils. If you
contact them about an issue then you may find
that you are passed to your local clerk. Keep
an eye on your local town or parish council
newsletter and website to find out more.
Contact details for town and parish councils are
on our website:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/parish-councils
Here are the contact details for the three main
organisations in the district which maintain
verges and open spaces:
•

Aylesbury Vale District Council parks and
open spaces: enquiries@johnoconner.co.uk
or 0800 389 3395

•

Grass verges alongside roads
Buckinghamshire County Council:
tfb@buckscc.gov.uk or 0845 2302882

•

Land owned by Vale of Aylesbury Housing
Trust: info@vaht.co.uk or 01296 732600

Skate expectations!
Next month work is expected to get underway on a brand
new skate park, in Aylesbury’s Vale Park. The £150,000
project will be on the same site as the existing one, which
has needed replacing for some time, and will be built
from in-situ sprayed concrete, giving an improved
riding surface and lower maintenance costs.
Funding has been provided by developers and
the design was produced with the help of a focus
group which we recruited last year through this
magazine. The park is expected to be ready for
action in time for the summer holidays.
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University campus reaches highest point

Artist’s impression

In January, a milestone was reached in the construction of
the new University Campus Aylesbury Vale (UCAV) when
the building reached its highest point. The milestone was
marked with a ‘topping out’ ceremony, a tradition which
originated in Scandinavia.
The £16.5million building is funded by AVDC as part of its
on-going investment in the town centre, and the campus
will be leased to BEST (Buckinghamshire Education, Skills
and Training), the educational partnership formed by
Aylesbury College and Buckinghamshire New University.

It aims to stimulate further economic growth in Aylesbury
and across Buckinghamshire by offering degree-level
courses which are directly linked to meeting skills needed
by local industry.
The new building will also provide a fantastic waterside
setting for two new public restaurants and a café.
Improvements for the outside space include a new public
square next to the canal basin, which will open up access
to the whole of Waterside South from Walton Street and
encourage greater use of the canal and towpath.

A thriving town
Aylesbury town centre continues to go from strength to strength, with new
openings and improvements. We asked Diana Fawcett, Aylesbury Town
Centre Manager, to tell us her top five!
1. Aylesbury has continued to grow with the addition of great names such as
H&M, Topshop, Pandora, Office and the Royal British Legion.
2. Boots, M&S, House of Fraser, New Look, BB’s, and independent operators
such as the Farmer’s Bar, have all undertaken re-fits of their premises.
3. Significant investment has been made in the markets with new stalls, branding,
marketing and the establishment of our weekly Vintage & Craft Bazaar.
4. New food and drink outlets include Wagamama, Gourmet Burger Kitchen and Nandos,
as well as independents such as The Works, Bella Café and Café Portugalia.
5. Aylesbury’s new bowling alley, Rogue Bowling, has opened just outside the
town centre in Gatehouse Way and there will be more additions to come this
year including The Entertainer, Metro Bank and a new gym.
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Looking for some delicious local produce, an unusual gift or a bit of
a bargain? Then you should get yourself along to one of the Vale’s
fantastic markets where you might just find what you’re looking for!

General Markets
•

Aylesbury - Wednesday, Friday and Saturday (9am – 4pm)

•

Buckingham Street Market - Tuesdays and Saturdays (9am – 3pm)

•

Winslow - Wednesday (9am - 4pm)

Specialist Markets
•

Aylesbury Vintage & Craft Bazaar - Tuesdays (9am – 3pm)

•

Aylesbury Farmers’ Market - Last Tuesday of every month (9am – 2pm)

•

Winslow Farmers’ Market - First Sunday of the month (10am – 2pm)

•

Buckingham Flea Market - Saturdays (9am – 3pm)

•

Wendover Street Market - Thursdays (9am – 4pm)

Aylesbury and Winslow Markets, which are run by AVDC, are both looking
for new traders. For more information please visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/business/markets Buckingham Town
Council (www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk) and Wendover Parish Council
(www.wendover-pc.gov.uk) look after their own markets.

Shopmobility – helping
shoppers get around town
Residents who struggle with walking may be interested to know about our Shopmobility service,
where we loan manual or powered wheelchairs, scooters and other walking aids to those
shopping in town.
You don’t need to be registered disabled or elderly to use the service, those with temporary
conditions such as a broken leg, pregnancy or illness can also borrow equipment, to make shopping
that bit easier.
Aylesbury’s Shopmobility is located in Upper Hundreds car park, behind the High Street and is open from Monday
to Saturday.
The Buckingham branch can be found in Cornwall’s
Meadow car park in Buckingham and is open on market
days only – Tuesdays and Saturdays from 9.30am.
Training in the equipment will be given, if necessary, and
visitors to both towns are also welcome to use the service.

For more information, go to:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/shopmobility
or phone us on 01296 336725 (Aylesbury)
or 07738 314027 (Buckingham).
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Wildlife at the heart of housing
Work on a ground-breaking new housing project, near Bierton and Broughton, will get underway towards
the end of this year. Around 2,450 properties will be built by Barratt Developments on the Kingsbrook site,
which will provide much-needed housing whilst helping the environment.
50% of Kingsbrook will be green infrastructure, including
new open spaces, an orchard, hedgehog highways, newt
ponds, tree lined avenues, fruit
trees in gardens, bat and swift
nesting boxes and nectarThe development will
rich planting for bees. A
include 250 acres of
dedicated ‘wild space’
wildlife-rich open space
will be accessible for all
- the equivalent of 100
residents of the Vale.
©Chris Gomersall (rspb-images.com)

The innovative concept at Kingsbrook came from AVDC
biodiversity officers’ vision that housing developments
could successfully enhance wildlife further than
previously achieved, creating an
improved living environment for
residents at the same time.
Urban wildlife is in
Together with the RSPB, they
trouble. Around 60%
are working in partnership
with Barratt Developments
of our bees, birds,
bugs and mammals are to ensure that wildlife is at
declining, many rapidly. the heart of the project.
Last year we told you about
an excellent initiative where
developers at Berryfields were
also working to help the environment
but, under this scheme, the idea has
been taken to another level. Around

football pitches!
Barratt Developments
and the RSPB have signed
an agreement to incorporate
some of the principles developed
for Kingsbrook across all the company’s
future developments.

©Grahame Madge (rspb-images.com)

Black Poplar trail
A key feature of Kingsbrook will be a trail of
Black Poplars, one of the UK’s rarest trees,
which has its stronghold in Aylesbury. This will
consist of trees grown from the national Black
Poplar clone bank. The bank, which is based in
Aylesbury, has been gathered from genetically
distinct trees identified by the Black Poplar
Conservation Group, with the help of AVDC’s
biodiversity officers.

©Andy Hay (rspb-images.com)
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Could your community benefit from a
New Homes Bonus grant?
A number of residents across the Vale have already seen great
additions to their communities, thanks to New Homes Bonus grants.
These grants are awarded to
communities which have been
affected by growth and come from
our New Homes Bonus (NHB) fund.

a zebra crossing in Haddenham are
just some of the projects which were
awarded grants, totalling more than
£500,000 in the last round.

We’ve set up this scheme using 20%
of the money we receive from central
government for new homes built
in the Vale and are one of only a
small number of councils which has
decided to use some of this money
to help communities affected.

Parish and town councils are now
invited to submit expressions of
interest for projects they would
like to be considered for the next
round of funding in 2015/16. Please
visit www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.
uk/newhomesbonus for further
details. You can also email jroffe@
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk or phone
01296 585186. The deadline for full
applications is 30 September 2015.

Improvements to Calvert Green Village
Hall, a scheme to reduce the speed limit
in Stoke Mandeville, the restoration of
Buckland Wharf’s canal tow path and

Go green and
save money!
Over the winter many Valers improved the warmth
and efficiency of their homes, following advice from
Green Homes Together.
Green Homes Together is a community
interest company which AVDC has
invested in, along with a number
of other councils. It can advise on
the grants and cashback schemes
available to you if you’re thinking
of making energy efficient home
improvements, including loft and wall insulation.

Turweston Main Road (top)
where an NHB will help improve
safety and Buckingham MUGA
which also received funding.

Superfast
broadband
We’re a huge supporter of getting broadband
out to homes and businesses across the Vale
and we’ve just invested £1.5 million in helping
to bring this technology to even more areas.
We’re also a key supporting partner of the
Connected Counties partnership. This is
an initiative made up of Hertfordshire and
Buckinghamshire County Councils and BT which
is busy deploying and planning the roll out of
superfast broadband across Aylesbury Vale.

And if your boiler is over 12 years old, the company has
just launched its latest scheme which offers residents a
top quality boiler for just £2,700.

The project aims to bring high-speed fibreoptic broadband, to more than 90 per cent of
homes and businesses in Buckinghamshire and
Hertfordshire by the end of March 2016.

Contact Green Homes Together today
on 0300 111 3330 or visit:
www.greenhomestogether.org.uk

For the latest updates on when you can
expect to upgrade to fibre broadband
please visit:
www.connectedcounties.org
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Sort it out!
Have you ever wondered what happens to your recycling once it’s been
collected by our crews? You do your bit, washing, squashing and sorting, so
what do we do?

Every month, our crews collect around 1300 tonnes of recycling. We’re not moaning! This is a great achievement, with
our rates now up to 54% per cent. All of that recycling then gets taken to our depot on Pembroke Road, in Aylesbury.
So what’s done in Aylesbury?
At the depot, our staff take out some of the ‘contamination’’
– the stuff which is not recyclable, such as carrier bags,
nappies and textiles. This is a nasty job but if contamination
is left in the recycling it can lead to loads being rejected
and costing around £2000 to go to landfill.

A bit more detail...

What’s next?

Your paper gets sent directly into the UPM
Shotton paper mill next door and gets recycled
into paper for newsprint, also writing paper,
cardboard etc. The paper mill processes more
than 300,000 tonnes of dry, recovered paper every
year, from across the country (some of this is
segregated at source). The system for handling
recovered paper produces its own waste - the wet
residue known as ‘pulper rejects’.

The recycling is then picked up by a company called UPM
Shotton which takes it to their MRRF (Materials Recovery
Recycling and Facilty) plant in Deeside, Wales. All materials
are sorted at this facility and around 80% of the sorted
material is then distributed to manufacturers within 50 miles.
How are materials actually sorted?
Around 95% of the material is sorted by machine,
conventional technology such as magnets are used to
sort metal and more high tech systems using lasers
sort out all the different types of plastic. Plastics are
granulated and bagged into a saleable product that can
be used to make, among other things, furniture and
railway sleepers, or new plastic bottles!

The MRRF is able to sort up to 250,000 tonnes
of mixed materials sourced from across the UK,
each year.

Using this waste, UPM Shotton have worked to
create fibre fuel pellets. These are then used to
generate clean energy.

Top Tip: Please remember to remove lids then wash and
squash your plastic bottles before placing in the recycling
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garden
waste

Garden waste
collections at
Bank Holidays

Normally, your garden waste bin is collected the
same week as your waste bin, but on a Monday.
On Easter Monday and the Bank Holidays in May,
collections will be delayed to the Saturday of
that week.
Normal collection day

Revised collection day

Easter Monday 6 April

Saturday 11 April

May Day Monday 4 May

Saturday 9 May

Monday 25 May

Saturday 30 May

Easter
Essentials
You can recycle all the packaging
around your Easter egg – the foil
wrap, plastic bubble and the card
outer all go in your recycling bin!
Note: If your normal recycling or
waste collection day is on Friday,
there’ll be no collection on Good
Friday, 3 April. Bins will be collected one
day later on Saturday 4 April. Please put them out
for collection by 6am. No other days are affected.

Easter dates can be found on our website,
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/bincalendar

AVDC Star
Recycler
Mike White
r!
Star Recycle

Mick White from
Stewkley has been
nominated by his wife
as our star recycler for
spring. Here Rosemary
White tells us how
Mick goes the extra
mile.

Generally our green bin
(landfill) is empty when
the binmen come round. Our recycling bin
however, is a different matter and everything possible is
recycled there.
We have a garden composter where all vegetable matter
is recycled for the garden or allotment. When Mick
cleans the pond out all weed etc goes on the compost
and water used for cleaning out the pump is collected in
containers for our plants.
Mick makes trips to the tip with our old paint tins, oil,
batteries, fabrics and defunct electrical and metal items.
Many items which we don’t need go to charity shops.
We have always been keen recyclers. We would like to
help leave this amazing world so that future generations
can enjoy it and hope that, in our own small way, we
help mother nature eradicate the damage that mankind
creates.
If you’d like to nominate a star recycler or feature
as one yourself, please email:
kbrewster@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Out of the Doghouse
Dog Listening

Great News for all
solar PV owNers

Does your dog:

You are currently only using 30% of the electricity
you generate and exporting the rest.*
We could increase that to over 80%!

• jump up

the solar DawN lithium ioN Battery storaGe uNit

Do you want to give your puppy or rescue dog
the best possible start in your home?

• pull on the lead
• bark excessively

3 More than double your savings

• display nervous, obsessive or aggressive
behaviour

3 Still receive your FIT and export payments

• chase joggers, bicycles or livestock

3 Increase your inverter warranty

• destroy carpets or furniture when left alone

3 Smaller and longer-lasting than other batteries

• have issues with food?
Dog Listening uses a simple non-confrontational
method, suitable for all dogs, regardless of size,
age or breed, through which you can address
all undesirable behaviours and build a
rewarding relationship with your dog.
Contact: Roselle 07989 947316 or
roselle@outofthedoghouse.co.uk
or visit www.outofthedoghouse.co.uk

3 Remote Wi-Fi monitoring

Contact us now to find out more

01202 375 965
www.solar-dawn.com

*SMA Study 2010

VOLUNTEER FOR
ALZHEIMER’S SOCIETY
BEFRIENDING SCHEME
Would you be able to
give up an hour or two
a week to be a
volunteer befriender
to someone with
dementia?

97794 Solar Dawn Presenter Oct 2014.indd 1

There are over 6000 people in Buckinghamshire with dementia
and many are unable to continue doing favourite pastimes and
activities without support.
As a volunteer Befriender you can help a person with dementia
in various ways. As a Group Befriender you may take part in a
walking group, gardening, bowling, visiting a garden centre or
other activity. As a Telephone Befriender you may feel able to call
someone for a chat on a weekly basis or you may prefer to visit
someone in their home for a chat and a cup of tea.
In which ever way you choose to join us as a Volunteer
Befriender, we will support you in your role by providing training
and organising regular meetings with other volunteers. Expenses
are reimbursed and you can also join the Buckinghamshire Time
Credits scheme (information on request).

Please call 01296 331 722 for more information.
Registered charity no. 296645
Alzheimer’s Society, Devon House, 58 St Katharine’s Way, London E1W 1LB.

26/11/2014 09:51
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Mark Webber’s Local Loves
Mark Webber is best known as a world-class racing driver, whose 12-year F1 career has included nine wins and no
less than 42 podiums. But there’s much more to Mark than the race track – he loves outdoor pursuits, including
road cycling, mountain biking and tennis, so where better than the Vale to pursue some of those passions?
Favourite day out:
Walking with my dogs Simba and Shadow in Wendover
Woods (Mark has a Rhodesian Ridgeback and a Weimaraner).
Favourite restaurant:
I tend to stick to pubs and cafes when eating out in the
local area.
Favourite independent shop/business:
JRG Animal Services do a good job of delivering all our
pet supplies!
The Vale in five words:
Convenient, rural, family, outdoors, community!
Mark lives with his partner in Aston Clinton and is
a Buckinghamshire Ambassador, a patron on the
Aylesbury College Trust and has also set up the Mark
Webber Foundation to help young people in his home
country of Australia.
Here he tells us his local loves in the Vale.
Favourite pub:
It’s hard to name a favourite but I’ve definitely enjoyed
catching up with friends at The Betsy Wynne in
Swanbourne and also at The Bell in Aston Clinton, over
the years.

Advertise with us
Don’t miss your chance to advertise in
the next issue of the Aylesbury Vale
Times which will be published on 6
July and delivered to more than 75,000
households across the Vale.
To find out more about how we could help
your company or organisation please email
kbrewster@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Perfect for training,
conferences, exhibitions,
weddings, parties and more.
A modern, unique and
versatile venue, available
for all types of events.
We have first class
facilities, with in-house
catering available, plus onsite parking.
For more details please contact 01296 585969
or email conference@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

www.thegatewayaylesbury.co.uk

get involved ••17
17

Come and see
some real talent!

Time to run

Our annual dance extravaganza Activate is back
at Aylesbury Waterside Theatre next month.
Whether you like a bit of tap, street, ballet or
jazz, we’ve got two evenings of dance-packed
entertainment for you to enjoy.
More than 400 local young dancers, from across
Aylesbury Vale and the wider south east, will
participate in the event which will take place
during the Easter holidays on 7 and 8 April.
This year there will be some childcare in place
during rehearsal times to help working parents
and performers will also be able to buy souvenir
t-shirts and photos.
Tickets for the performances cost £10 - £15 and are
available from the Waterside Theatre box office.
For more information, please visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/activate

If you haven’t got round to taking up that New Year’s
resolution to get fit, it’s not too late!
Both parkrun events in Buckingham and Aylesbury - 5k
running courses which AVDC helped to set up - are going from
strength to strength and take place every Saturday at 9.00am.
Incredibly, Buckingham had its highest number of
runners, 216, on New Year’s day when Olympic marathon
runner Claire Hallisey completed the course in a time of
18.18 – just two seconds off the current women’s record.
However, she was completing her second run of the day,
having set a new course record in Aylesbury earlier!
For more information, please visit parkrun.org.uk

Could you judge the best pub?
The Aylesbury Vale Village Pub competition,
sponsored by Dayla, is back and we are on the look
out for new judges to help choose the best rural
pub in Aylesbury Vale for 2015.
Previous winners of this award include The Rising
Sun at Ickford and The Seven Stars at Dinton. If you
are interested in joining the judging panel please

Music in quiet places
If you love music, you’ll
be pleased to know that
our Music in Quiet Places
events will be back this
year, during May and June.
There will be a programme of classical concerts held in
idyllic rural settings across the Vale and a heritage walk
will precede each concert.
For more information, please visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/music or call 01296 585301.

email villagepub@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk by 20
April, stating why you would be a great addition to
the panel.
Please note there is no allowance for any expenses
incurred. If you would like to nominate your local
pub please visit www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/
pubcomp to complete the online form by 1 May.
Programme of concerts:

• 9 May The Church of St Mary, Padbury
• 16 May The Church of All Saints, Nash
• 23 May The Church of St John the Baptist,
Preston Bissett

• 30 May The Church of St Michael and all Angels,
Waddesdon

• 6 June The Church of St James the Great, Bierton
• 13 June The Church of St Mary, Haddenham
• 20 June The Church of St Nicholas, Cuddington

....from
Design your own
Composite front door!

Get this look for
just £471 + VAT
inc delivery!

idoor.co.uk is the new innovative web site that allows you the customer to design,
build and price your own door online. Our new software enables you to choose your
own door style and colour, plus make your own decisions as to what colour handles,
letterbox and knocker you want before digitally super-imposing the ﬁnal picture onto
a picture of your own property! This will also provide you with a supply only price
including delivery. Have some fun and give us a try!
Want it ﬁtted by us? Smashing Windows are CERTASS registered and have a
standard ﬁtting price of £375 plus VAT which covers all the measuring as well!

www.idoor.co.uk

Or call us on 01296 630650

Do you have a son or daughter who was
born on or after 1st September 1996?

Appren
ticeship

Colleg
e
Sixth
Form

Train
ing

STAYING IN LEARNING LONGER

Are you aware that all young people
are now required to stay in some form
of learning until they are aged 18?
Need more information?
Your son or daughter can ask at school
about speaking to an independent
Careers Adviser or contact Connexions
Buckinghamshire at:

0845 313 3413
Working in partnership with

www.stayinlearning.org.uk/avdt
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Let’s find the heroes of the Vale!
When the
late actress,
writer and
presenter
Lynda
Bellingham was
awarded her OBE for
services to charity,
in the Queens 2013
New Year’s Honours
List, she said she felt
‘honoured and inspired’.
Lynda, who grew up in the Vale,
was one of a number of people
from the district who’ve been

recognised over the years. Others
include those from the fields of
politics, education, healthcare,
science and community.

communities, and we want you to help
us find them. Anyone can nominate,
but of course only exceptional
individuals receive an honour.

We know there are still many unsung
heroes out there, particularly those
who make huge contributions to their

You can find out more by visiting
www.gov.uk/honours or you can call
0207 2762777.

These two honours are awarded for local contributions:
British Empire Medal (BEM) awarded for very ‘hands-on’ service to
the community in a local geographical area.
Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) recognising an
achievement or service to the community which has delivered a sustained
impact and which stands out as an example to others.

Fancy a trip away or a
top-notch family meal?

WI

N!

We have two superb prizes to give away – two return tickets to any Eurostar destination and £100
pounds worth of Gourmet Burger Kitchen vouchers.

IN!

W

N!
I
W

All we need you to do
is take five minutes to
complete our online
readership survey and
you’ll be entered into
the prize draw. Feedback
from our readers is really
important, as we’re
constantly looking to
improve the magazine, so
if there’s some aspect of
AVDC you want to know
more about, this is your
chance to tell us!
Gourmet Burger
Kitchen, which serves a huge range of fresh and
adventurous burgers, is just one of many fantastic
new additions to Aylesbury town centre and can
be found in the Exchange.

The winner of the Eurostar tickets will be able to
choose from the beautiful destinations of Paris,
Lille and Brussels but please note that transport
to London is not included in this prize.

To complete the survey and be entered
into the draw, please visit www.
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/avtimessurvey
where you’ll be able to specify whether
you’d like to be entered for one or both
fantastic prizes.
If you don’t have access to the internet,
please contact Alison Kennedy on 01296
585007 and we’ll send you a paper copy
of the survey. The deadline for the prize
draw is midday on Friday 10 April.
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Twitastic!
Mr and Mrs Twit, the
Muggle-Wumps, the RolyPoly Bird, worm spaghetti,
frogs and glass eyes – a
whole lot of fun will be
descending on Aylesbury
town centre for this year’s
Roald Dahl festival.
As you may well have
guessed, the theme for
this year’s event, on
Saturday 4 July, is The
Twits. Hundreds of local children will take
part in a spectacular parade which will feature
characters from the book and they’ll be starting
to make the puppets in school very soon.
There will also be a range of activities
throughout the day, as well as music and
entertainment. The parade starts at 11am from
Market Square.
This is AVDC’s most popular event, attracting up
to 5,000 people last year. Some even came from
as far as the USA! For more information, keep
checking our website.

Fancy playing samba
at the festival?
Anyone who’s been
to the Roald Dahl
festival over the
years will know that
samba music is a key
part of the fun - live
music is played as the
spectacular puppets
are paraded through
the town. Over the
years there have been
lots of great bands but
there’s never been one based in the Vale…until now!
Last month, a samba band was set up at Berryfields
Community Centre, where a tutor gives expert tuition to
members (16 and over) every Thursday between 8.00pm
and 9.30pm, for £2 per person, per session. The group
has got off to a flying start and is currently rehearsing
for the festival on 4 July. There will be plenty of other
opportunities to perform after that, hopefully including
the Paralympic celebrations for Rio 2016.
To book a place or get more information please
call 01296 585298 or email:
leisureservices@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

What’s
on?
This coming spring
MARCH
15 Mar – 12 Apr WWI centenary schools exhibition. Find
out about local links to the First World War. Aylesbury
Library, Walton Street, Aylesbury. Details: www.
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/WW1
21 Mar – 6 Oct Go Tri UK’s largest series of entry level
triathlon events. Green Park, Aston Clinton. Details:
www.active-in.co.uk/gotri

22 Chilterns Cycle Challenge Starts in Kingsbury
Square, Aylesbury. Choose from routes ranging between
6 and 75 miles, in aid of Rennie Grove Hospice Care.
Details: www.renniegrove.org/chilternscycle
30 Mar – 2 April Easter Holiday Workshops Queens
Park Arts Centre. Details: www.qpc.org
30 Mar – 10 Apr. Play Around The Parishes Morning
and afternoon play sessions available. Details: www.
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/play
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APRIL
2 and 9 Free Kids Thursday Events
Aylesbury town centre. Further
details: www.facebook.com/
aylesburyvale or @aylesburyvale
and #Aylesburymarket on Twitter, or
see local press nearer the time.
16 – 18 Jubilee Players’ 2015
spring production: A Bad Year for
Tomatoes by John Patrick 8pm.
Jubilee Hall, Bierton. Admission is
£11 for adults, £8 for children, which
includes supper. Details: 01296
415565 or email:
alfred.g.rogers@btinternet.com
18 Aylesbury Festival Choir
Concert 7.30pm, St Mary’s Church,
Aylesbury. Performance of the
Creation by Franz Joseph Hayden.
Details:
www.aylesburyfestivalchoir.net

13 – 27 Love your Local Market
Fortnight Aylesbury town centre.
Further details: www.facebook.com/
aylesburyvale or @aylesburyvale
and #Aylesburymarket on Twitter.
16 Heritage on the Line: HS2 and
Buckinghamshire’s Past A day of
talks organised by Buckinghamshire
Archaeological Society. Weston
Turville Village Hall. Tickets £10, see
www.bucksas.org.uk
23 May – 31 May WWI centenary
schools exhibition Royal British
Legion, 19 - 21 High Street,
Aylesbury. Details:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/WW1

JUNE
6 – 21 Bucks Open Studios 2015
Over 500 local artists and makers
will open up their studios to the
public for a dazzling line-up of
free demonstrations, hands-on
workshops and exhibitions. Details:
www.bucksopenstudios.org.uk
7 The Mix96 Tour de Vale Bike
Ride starts and finishes at Stoke
Mandeville Stadium. Details:
www.wheelpower.org.uk
13 – 20 Buckingham Fringe Week A
variety of events in Buckingham for all
ages. Details: www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk

24 Music In The Market

20 – 21 Waddesdon Feast Weekend

1pm - 10pm, Bull Ring, Buckingham
town centre. Free annual music event
organised by Buckingham Acoustic
Club and sponsored by Buckingham
Town Council. Local artists, mainly
members of the Buckingham Acoustic
club, provide music of all kinds.

10am - 5pm, Waddesdon Manor
Gardens. Bring your own picnic or
treat yourself to something delicious
from one of 50 food producers.
Admission: £11 adults, £8 child, £28
family. National Trust Members and
under fives free. Details:
www.waddesdon.org.uk

MAY
1 Maypole Dancing

11am to 12pm. On the green
outside St Peter & St Paul Church,
Buckingham. Traditional maypole
dancing by students from the local
primary schools in Buckingham.
4 Whitchurch Morris Men Dance
6.30am, monument on Coombe Hill
near Wendover. Also on Tuesday
evenings May to July at various
locations in the Vale. Details:
www.whitchurchmorris.org.uk

26 – 28 May Half Term Holiday
Workshops Queens Park Arts
Centre. Details: www.qpc.org
28 Free Kids Thursday Event
Aylesbury town centre. Further
details: www.facebook.com/
aylesburyvale

JULY
4 Roald Dahl Festival 11am - 3pm,
Aylesbury town centre. See article on
page 20 for full details.

If you have an event that is taking place between the third week of
July and the end of October, please contact:
whatson@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk. We will try our best but cannot
guarantee all events will appear in our What’s On listing.

PA FR
RK EE
IN
G
Duck Farm Court Clinic
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
(Close to Town Centre, Bus & Train Station)

5

Aylesbury Clinic at Duck Farm Court

25

Aylesbury Clinic at Duck Farm Court

Aylesbury Clinic at Duck Farm Court www.cherryfeet.co.uk anthony@cherryfeet.co.uk

