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Information, Criteria and Guidance Notes  
 
 

1. 
 

What is the New Homes Bonus? 
 

  

The New Homes Bonus (NHB) is a national initiative introduced by the government in April 2011. 

The scheme is designed to ensure that the economic benefits of housing growth are returned to 

the councils and communities where that growth has taken place by providing funding to local 

councils for increasing the number of homes in their area. 
 

For every new home built and occupied in Aylesbury Vale and every long-term empty home  

brought back into use, the Government gives the council a non-ring fenced New Homes Bonus  

grant each year - for five years in 2017/18 and four years in 2018/19. 
 

AVDC is one of only a handful of councils in the country who decided to pass a share of the NHB 

to parishes to help alleviate the impacts of housing growth on local communities. 
 

 

2. 
 

Funding streams currently available under the NHB Funding Scheme 
 

  
 

 
 

Micro grants up to £1,000  
 

  

2.0  Who can apply? 
 

Easily accessible micro grants are now available for smaller parishes and voluntary and 

community sector organisations operating within a parish within Aylesbury Vale. 
  

The scheme is designed to be more inclusive of smaller parishes and voluntary and community  

sector organisations operating within parishes in Aylesbury Vale who have found it difficult to  

benefit from the original scheme.   
 

It is not a requirement to evidence that the project is needed because of growth or the impact of 

growth from a surrounding area, but projects that do may score more highly.  
 

In order to apply, your organisation MUST fulfil the following basic eligibility criteria: 
 

 

 Operate within Aylesbury Vale 

 Be “not for profit” with clearly stated aims and objectives 

 Have a formal constitution, set of rules of articles of agreement 

 Have a bank account requiring at least two unrelated signatories 

 Operate with no undue restrictions on membership 

 Have a volunteer management committee with a minimum of three unrelated members 

that meets on a regular basis (at least 3-4 times per year) or be a registered CIC and 

can provide copies of your Community Interest Statement, details of the Asset Lock 

included in your Memorandum and Articles of Association and a copy of your latest 

annual Community Interest Report. 

 Fulfil legal and financial obligations, including the production of accounts, Health and 

Safety, Safeguarding, insurance and compliance with employment legislation, good 

practice and data protection. 

 Be able to meet the Council’s requirements for performance monitoring and 

accountability for use of public funding.  

                (Please ensure that you can meet them all) 

AYLESBURY VALE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

New Homes Bonus Micro Grant Funding Scheme 2018/19 
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All micro grant applications MUST be endorsed on the application form by the relevant 

Parish or Town Council prior to submission. 

 

Please note that from June 2018, where a Parish Hall Management Committee is applying 

for funds for an asset that is within the ownership of a town or parish council, it will count 

as one of the possible two applications permitted by a town or parish e.g. equipment for a 

village hall for community use. 
 

Please note that It is the intention that projects funded remain true to the spirit of the New 

Homes Bonus funding scheme and provide tangible community benefit. (Please see the 

scoring criteria at 2.5). The fund will not support events or running costs. If in doubt, 

please contact the Grants Officer. 

 

2.1     What type of projects will the NHB micro grant scheme fund? 
 

The NHB Micro grant Scheme has a budget of £80,000 in for 2018/19 and is designed for smaller 

projects with total project costs up to £10,000.  
 

Microgrants up to £1,000 are available for a variety of purposes such as the refurbishment  

of village halls, buying new equipment or the repair or maintenance of existing equipment or 

facilities.  

 

The scheme will not fund: 

 Retrospective projects (i.e. projects that will start before a funding decision has been 

reached or projects already completed.) 

 Expenditure already incurred/committed. 

 Defibrillators, minibuses and War Memorials 

 Laptops  

 Fundraising activities and events or organisations fundraising for outward distribution to 

other service providers. 

 Political or religious activities or capital improvements to religious buildings. 

 The installation of broadband and associated running costs. (For information about 

Aylesbury Vale Broadband please visit https://www.avbroadband.co.uk/). 

 The preparation of community or feasibility plans. 

 VCS organisations, town or parish councils outside of Aylesbury Vale. 

 Organisations with no established management committee/board of trustees (unless 

a CIC) 

 Organisation which aim to distribute a profit (to shareholders or other organisations) 

 Incomplete applications 

 

The scheme would not normally fund: 

 Initiatives that are the responsibility of a statutory body e.g. Health Care, Education, 

Highways and car parks. 

 Street lighting or street furniture. 

 Facilities/services which would be funded by developer contributions or CIL. 

 Initiatives where the asset for which the funding is sought is not within the ownership of the 

parish council. 

 Projects involving membership-only organisations where the general public (i.e. non 

members) are unable to use the facilities. 

https://www.avbroadband.co.uk/
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This list is not exhaustive, and applications may be considered ineligible or declined 

for other reasons. 
 

2.2   What are the application requirements? 
 

The application requirements are considerably simplified to those of a Project grant and are 
proportionate to the award. There is not a requirement to complete an Expression of Interest. 
 
2.3   When can VCS organisations and parish and town councils apply? 
 

The application process is now open. Applications may be submitted at any time and that the 

closing date for applications is:  

 

on the 15th of each month  

 

Please remember that all applications MUST be endorsed on the application form by the 

relevant Parish or Town Council prior to submission. 

 

2.4   Who makes the decisions about the grants? 
 

Applications for microgrants are not considered by the Grants Panel. Instead, these are assessed 

on a monthly basis by the Grants Officer, using a scoring system. The funding recommendations 

are sent for ratification by the AVDC Cabinet Member responsible and a nominated representative 

from the Aylesbury Vale Association of Local Councils (AVALC).  
 

2.5   Scoring 
 

Your application will be scored against the following information provided on the application form: 
 

 The provision of new facilities or activities (Q18) (e.g. replaces or improves upon existing 

facilities and/or allows new activities to take place)  

 Need related to growth (Q19) (although a link to growth is not compulsory) 

 Community benefit (Q20-Q24) (e.g. single sport group? community group(s)? whole 

community would benefit? The project overcomes barriers to social inclusion? Improves 

quality of life for residents? etc.) 

 In-kind contributions (Additional Information) (e.g. local participation, professional  skills 

shared free of charge)  

 Volunteer involvement (Q24 and Additional Information) (e.g. little or good opportunity for 

volunteer involvement). 

 Funding the project (Section D) 

 Project planning (as evidenced in the application)  
 

The maximum possible score is 40 points.  Funding is unlikely to be awarded if your application 

scores below 15 points. The percentage of the grant award will be determined by the score: 
 

Score              % Funding of £1,000 

15-19               80 

20-29               90 

30-40              100 

 

2.6  When will the funding decision be made? 
 

The closing date is the 15th of each month and the outcome will be notified within four weeks 
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of the closing date, usually much sooner. 
 
 

2.7  Will there be any conditions attached to the grant? 
 

Yes, if your application is successful, a funding agreement will be sent to you to be signed and 

returned to the Grants Officer. It will include standard conditions e.g. that the grant is claimed in 

full within three months of the award and that the NHB Micro Grant Funding Scheme should be 

clearly identified to the local community in all publicity about the project and by displaying a 

plaque. 
 

2.8  When will funding for a project be released? 
 

Within two weeks of receipt of the signed funding agreement. 

 

2.9  What will the council require by way of monitoring? 
 

Monitoring requirements will depend on the project and will be agreed for each individual project 

as part of the conditions of funding.   
 

2.10  Are there any limitations? 
 

From April 2018 it has been agreed that organisations may apply for two micro grants per 

annum as long as the first project awarded funding is complete and satisfactory 

monitoring has been received by the Grants Officer for that project. The scheme will not 

fund the same project more than on two occasions. Organisations with annual income or 

expenditure in excess of £100,000 are unlikely to be awarded a microgrant.  

 

2.11  Can funding be used for another purpose if the funding fails to get underway? 
 

No.  A new application must be submitted. 
 
2.12  Can an organisation reapply if their application is refused? 
 

Yes, as long as the subsequent application addresses the original reason for refusal. 
 
 

2.13  How do organisations apply and who do they apply to? 
 

 

Application forms are not available on the website, but can be emailed to you by the 

Grants Officer and must be completed on a computer (or typed). 
 

If you would like an application form, please contact the Grants Officer, with your email 

address, organisation name, a brief summary of your project and the amount of 

funding needed. Application packs are sent out by email: 

 

For an application form of if you have any other questions please contact 

Jan Roffe, Grants Officer     Email: jroffe@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

 
 

3. 
 

Additional notes 
 

  
3.1  When applying for either scheme please: 

• Don’t bind your application in a folder, ring or spiral binding or send additional 

mailto:jroffe@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
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documents which are not required – the application may need to be photocopied, and 

storage space is limited – a staple or paperclip is ok. 

• Don’t spend the money before funding is agreed 

• Don’t leave it too late – apply in plenty of time. 
 

3.2  Photographs - even for equipment purchases and capital projects, at the 

monitoring stage, please supply photos including people, as these help demonstrate 

the benefit to local people provided by your project and may feature in NHB publicity.  

 

jmr revised 17 September 2018 

  
 
  


