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Getting our
teams out there!
organisations including Bucks County
Council and Thames Valley Police.

Thanks to those of you who
took part in our surveys over the
summer at Bucks County Show
and Play in the Park – two fantastic
local events.
Our teams really enjoyed meeting
the residents they serve. The
findings made some very clear
points, among them that both
the recycling system and this very
magazine are highly valued.
They also highlighted that many
residents are confused about which
council provides which service. On
page 10 you can find a guide to our
services, which will hopefully clear
things up a bit. It’s worth making
the point that we provide all of
these services for £2.62 a week
for the average band D council
tax payer. The rest of your council
tax bill gets divided between other

Hopefully, those among you who
listen to Mix 96 radio learned a bit
more about the recycling process,
and what our crews get up to, when
presenter Nathan Cooper went out
on a bin round, in September. I
think he quickly realised what an
amazing job our crews do and that
it’s incredibly tiring work, as I know
only too well from my recent stint
with them! Don’t forget to check
page 13 for a guide to what you can
and can’t recycle this Christmas.
Talking of Christmas, there is a
whole host of wonderful events
taking please across the Vale;
some of them are mentioned in our
What’s On guide and if you like a
good panto we’ve got family tickets
to give away in our competition
too! Oh yes we have!
Wishing you a lovely festive holiday
and a prosperous New Year.

CLLR NEIL BLAKE,
LEADER OF AYLESBURY
VALE DISTRICT COUNCIL

This edition of Aylesbury Vale Times costs around 13p per copy.*

Aylesbury Vale Times is a publication from Aylesbury Vale
District Council. It is printed on environmentally friendly
paper; please recycle after reading.
If you’d like a free copy of this magazine in large print,
or on tape or CD, call 01296 585026
Front cover photo: parkrun, Buckingham by Mike Collins
External advertising in the magazine does
not imply an endorsement or promotion of the
advertisement, nor its content, products or services
by Aylesbury Vale District Council.

01296 585858 (main switchboard)
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
The editor: 01296 585026
or kbrewster@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
Some stock images are used in the production of this magazine
to help illustrate an article, this is in part to ensure costs are kept
to a minimum.
*Copy price may vary slightly per issue, depending on advertising
revenue and postage costs.

The views expressed by individuals in Aylesbury Vale Times are not
necessarily the views of Aylesbury Vale District Council. Every effort is made
to ensure that all information is accurate at the time of going to press.
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AVDC IS CHANGING
We’re continuing to change the way we work and come up with income
generating ideas to balance our budget. Our budget is largely made up of
your council tax and the government grant. As we’ve mentioned in the last
few issues of AV Times, this grant is being reduced year on year.
Here are s0me of our all-important numbers…

£17 million...our approximate total budget £2.62...the amount the average band D
council tax payer pays to AVDC each week
£7.5 million...the amount we’ve saved
over the last four years and the amount we have to
save again by 2018/19

For more details of our finances, please visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/change

A solution for Jonathan Page
In 2013 we took the decision to withdraw funding from
the Jonathan Page Play Centre (JPPC) because budget
cuts meant we could no longer justify subsidising it.
For months now, we’ve been working hard to find an
alternative operator for the after-school care facility and
we are delighted that the Bucks Learning Trust (BLT) is
planning to take over fully from this January.
BLT is a charitable trust, based in Aylesbury, which is run
by staff from a professional educational background. The
organisation has strong links to most schools in the area
and we believe it’s perfectly placed to continue the good
work of JPPC.
“Finding an alternative operator was a big challenge
but Bucks Learning Trust has huge expertise in this
field and a solid business model. We’re confident
they’ll make a real success of the centre and that the
children will continue to benefit,” said AVDC’s Deputy
Chief Executive Jon McGinty.

The intention is that our highly trained staff will continue
to work at the centre, under BLT, which plans to expand
services there.
To add to that good news, JPPC was recently awarded
a ‘good’ rating from OFSTED. The inspector praised the
range of activities on offer and the professionalism and
dedication of staff. The centre also received a five star
food hygiene rating from our environmental health team.

If you’d like to find out more about the
services provided by JPPC, and the
Christmas holiday care, please visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/jppc
Don’t miss our early bird offers - prices
start from £15.
You can learn more about BLT at:
www.learningtrust.net
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EFFICIENCIES THROUGH EMAIL

Cutting the costs
and helping the
environment

Play in the park

We’re expecting to save around £25,000 a year by
using email to notify parish and town councils about
planning matters. They have previously received all the
information through the post but that will now only be
the case for large and complex projects. We’re working
with the few parish councils where access to the internet
or email may be difficult.
Parish planning pages are also being created on our
website, providing a history of planning in the area and
making it easier for parishes to view and comment on
applications.
We’ve been able to introduce these changes because
of increased access to broadband across the district –
something we’ve supported.

Thinking of
extending
your home?
Worried it’ll take months for
planning permission?

It may seem like a while ago but it’s worth
mentioning that Play in the Park was a huge
success back in the summer. Like most things,
we need to reach a point where it pays for itself,
which is why we continued charging for some
activities (something we started last year).
We also had extra support through sponsorship
from Mix 96 radio – a brand we’re proud to be
associated with.
A CHANGE FOR OUR STAFF

Car pool
Like many companies and organisations, our staff often
have to go out of the office during their working day,
using their own vehicles for which they claim mileage.
We’re about to completely change that system by
introducing a fleet of pool cars.

Not any more
To speed up the process visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/home-ldo
*exemptions are detailed on the website

Making this switch will make efficiencies in a number
of ways, saving us an estimated £100,000 a year. The
vehicles will be small low emission, economic cars with
two of them being electric, and of course, the time spent
doing mileage paperwork will be cut.
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LANDLORDS AND LETTING AGENTS

Do you own or
manage a bedsit
or shared house?
These rented properties, known as houses in
multiple occupation (HMOs), are occupied by three
or more persons (including children) who form two
or more households.
In September, AVDC introduced licensing for all
HMOs across the Vale, with the aim of ensuring
safe and decent housing standards are maintained
– a benefit to both tenants and neighbours.
Getting a licence is the responsibility of landlords
and we are offering a discount for valid applications
made by 27 June 2015. Failure to licence these
properties carries a fine of up to £20,000.

Details on Additional HMO
Licensing can be found on our
website: www.aylesburyvaledc.
gov.uk/hmolicensing
Or you can email:
envhealth@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

ELECTORAL REGISTER

The new Individual
Electoral Register will be
published in December.
Are you on it?

•

Registering to vote is straightforward. Just go to
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote, fill out a few details
and look out for a confirmation letter.

•

Being on the register will allow you to vote in future
elections including the general, district and parish
elections, taking place on 7 May 2015.

•
•

Registering reduces the risk of electoral fraud.
Not being registered will affect your credit rating and
may cause problems if you want a mortgage, loan,
mobile phone contract or new job.

You MUST be on the Individual Electoral Register. This
is a legal requirement even if you do not intend to vote.

If you don’t know whether you are on the
new register, contact 01296 585807 or
electoralregistration@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
and if you’re interested in becoming a
councillor, take a look at page 11.

SPECIAL NEEDS INFORMATION

Information on special needs
services just a click away
In line with national reforms, every
local authority is now required to
publish information about services
they expect to be available in their
area for children and young people,
from birth to 25, who have special
educational needs and/or disabilities
(SEND); and also services outside of
the area which they expect children
and young people from their area will
use. This is known as the Local Offer.

The Bucks Local Offer is accessible
through the Buckinghamshire Family
Information Service. You can find out
about local and national providers of
education, health, social care, leisure
activities and support groups to help
children with a special educational need
and/or disability. There is also advice on
the changes to the special educational
needs system in Bucks and what it will
mean to families who are affected.

You can find out about your
area’s Local Offer by visiting:
www.bucksfamilyinfo.org/
localoffer You can also phone
0845 688 4944 or email
familyinfo@buckscc.gov.uk
Alternatively you can text
07786 202920 or find us on
Facebook or Twitter.

Moving forward
with the Aylesbury
Local Plan
You may remember, at the end of last year, an
independent planning inspector recommended
that we withdrew the Vale of Aylesbury Plan. This
was the plan that set out the district’s housing and
job creation strategy up to 2031. It was a huge and
complicated project but at the end of the process,
there were a number of issues, including the fact
that the housing numbers were judged to be too low.
We have now started work on a new plan, known
as the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP), which
we expect to be active by summer 2017. The first
stage, the Scoping Consultation, was completed
in May and asked people to comment on what the
plan should contain. There was also a ‘call for sites’
where developers and land owners were asked to
promote sites for us to consider for development.

Timetable for the new Local Plan
Expected key dates:
Issues and Options
Consultation

Summer 2015

Draft Plan Consultation

Spring 2016
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Take advantage of the
Green Deal?
If you’re wondering how to cut
back on your winter energy
bills, then why not arrange
for a Green Deal assessor
to come to your home and
advise you on changes
you can make to save
money and help the
environment.
AVDC is part of a consortium of councils and the
National Energy Foundation, which has launched
Green Deal Together, a Community Interest Company,
providing householder energy saving support.

For more information, contact
0300 111 3330 or visit:
www.greendealtogether.org.uk
MAKING PAYMENTS

Proposed Submission
Consultation

Summer 2016

Submission of the Plan

Late 2016

Examination

Spring 2017

Adoption

Summer 2017

Ongoing work to support the plan
We are working on a number of studies which
will provide vital information as we take the plan
forward. One of these is on our housing market
and we will be working closely with neighbouring
authorities, since, between us, we must meet the
housing needs of the whole area.
Another key study will identify the capacity of suitable
and available sites for housing and employment.
We will also be assessing a number of other areas
including infrastructure and flooding risks.

You can learn more about VALP by visiting
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/valp

Phone payments
Do you make council tax or business rates payments
to AVDC over the phone?
We have recently improved this service and
the phone number has changed to 0330
088 9563. The calls are still charged at
local rates and will be included in
your mobile minutes. Payments
can also be made online at:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/pay
COUNCIL MEETINGS IN DEPTH

Broadcasting business
If you want a more in-depth look at what’s going on
at AVDC, then why not watch our full council meetings
online? In the interests of transparency, we are
webcasting these meetings, so they can either be
viewed live or after the event. There is also an option to
scroll to specific agenda items. You can watch at:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/webcast

"I'm using my
spare room and
helping him live up
to his potential and I
get excellent support,
great training and a
generous allowance
to help me."
Mark from Aylesbury

With your help,
more children can be
successful in life.

Helping older people in
need throughout
Buckinghamshire
Tel : 01296 431911
We can help with the following services :

01296 737371

• Befriending Plus

• Computer Training

• Memory Advice

• Domestic Cleaning

• Information & Advice

• Gardening

• Seamless Relocation

• Hairdressing

• Shopping

• Handyperson

• Welfare Benefits

• Toenail Cutting

For further information call
01296 431911 or visit our website
at www.ageukbucks.org.uk
Registered Charity 1139423
Email: age@ageukbucks.org.uk
A local independent charity working within the county of Buckinghamshire

WWI centenary • 7

Schools mark WWI centenary: progress report
In our summer issue we told you about a special project we are involved
in with seven local schools to mark the centenary of the First World War.
Pupils from Buckingham Primary, Halton Combined,
Cottesloe School, Grange School, Royal Latin School,
Akeley Wood School and Waddesdon School have
all been very busy over the last few months putting
together a film, magazine and exhibition which will soon
be open to the public.

Halton pupils on location!

Some of the children have been on visits to war graves,
including Ypres and Arras, and have filmed their
experiences. This footage, along with interviews with
local residents who have strong connections to WWI, will
be used in a commemorative film.
Keith Sullivan is a teacher at Halton Combined School:

Comments from children involved in the project.

“This project has given the children an opportunity to
explore the impact of World War I on the local area
and individuals. Mrs Seabrook (pictured below) gave a
memorable account of how her father, severely injured
in a gas attack in the Great War, was able to still be
concerned for the welfare of local German POWs during
the Second World War. The use of video is helping the
children develop and share their learning.”

“What surprised me was what you can make out of
your imagination, it can lead you quite far.”

The project is being run in collaboration with Community
Impact Bucks and Maybe Magazine CIC and is funded
through a grant from the Armed Forces Covenant.

Mrs Seabrook gave a
memorable account of her father
The exhibition, which includes the film, will open to
the public on 29 November at Aylesbury’s Waterside
Theatre. It will then move to different locations,
including our offices at the Gateway on 1 December and
Buckingham Old Gaol on 14 February 2015. For more
details keep checking www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/WWI

“Filming is tough, it’s hard bringing everyone together
but in the end it’s worth it.”
“It helped us to remember the people that died.”
“Filming was great, we learned about team work and
co-operation.”

A concert to remember
A classical concert will take place, on the same
night as the launch of the WWI exhibition, at
Aylesbury’s Waterside Theatre. Aylesbury Festival
Choir, Aylesbury Choral Society and Aylesbury
Music Centre will come together to perform The
Armed Man by Karl Jenkins & Dona Nobis Pacem
by Vaughn Williams, on 29 November, at 7.30pm.
The children involved in the schools project have
been invited to come along.
Tickets are priced between £12 and £20 and
10% of all proceeds will go to our local branches
of The Royal British Legion and SSAFA.
Tickets can be bought from the theatre box
office or by calling 0844 8717627. For more
information call 01296 585301 or visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.go.uk/arts
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Apprenticeships in the Vale
Going For Gold

The Going for Gold apprenticeships website is now live! If you know
anyone who is looking for an apprenticeship or have a business
which would like to advertise one, then this should be your first stop.
This is a project which we’ve invested in, along with a number of partners. For further
information visit www.bucksgold.co.uk or email acoles@buckinghamshireutc.co.uk
MEET AN AVDC APPRENTICE

What about an
apprenticeship with AVDC?
We currently have four apprentices working in different
departments across the council. Here’s a snapshot into
the life of one of them:
Name: Kate Dale, aged 17,
from Winslow
Department:
Chief Executive
Main duties: Administration
support for the Corporate Team,
including arranging meetings, sorting the
post, dealing with phones, taking minutes, learning to use
different computer software.
Highlights so far: Meeting lots of new people and
working with different departments, as well as working at
Bucks County Show.
Challenges: Working with the Chief Executive and Directors
– it was scary at first but I’ve soon got into the swing of it!
Message to others thinking about an apprenticeship:
It’s a great opportunity to gain work experience and
qualifications whilst earning a wage.

So far, all of our apprentices have come through the south east
apprenticeship company and two of those we took on last
year now have staff jobs. To find out about the opportunities
available, here are some websites worth visiting:

•

South east apprenticeship company
www.se-apprenticeship.co.uk

•

Aylesbury College
www.aylesbury.ac.uk/apprenticeships

•

National Apprenticeship Service
www.apprenticeships.org.uk

Free business
workshops
If you’re a small Vale business, which is
looking to grow, you may be interested in this
programme of free workshops, which will be run
at our offices - The Gateway, in Aylesbury.
Building your Website Digital Marketing

20 Oct 2014

Building your Website

20 Oct 2014

Smashing your Sales Targets

17 Nov 2014

Attracting and
Managing Investors

8 Jan 2015

Plan your Production Pipeline

3 Feb 2015

New Ways to Finance
your Business

4 Feb 2015

Innovation, Not Invention

13 Mar 2015

How to Negotiate Successfully

16 Apr 2015

Building your Website How to be Found Online

25 Apr 2015

Building your Website Driving Traffic to your Website

11 May 2015

Smashing your Sales Targets

11 Jun 2015

To find out more please call Buckinghamshire
Business First on 01494 568937 or visit:
bbf.uk.com
If you can’t make these dates and can travel, visit:
www.velocitybusinesssupport.com/workshops
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Building
education

Advertise
with us

We will be letting three floors
of the building to Bucks New
University and Aylesbury College. Two
restaurants and a café will be open to the public, on the
ground floor.

We have very competitive
rates, so why not advertise
with us and get your
company or organisation
out there?

The campus, which is located at the head of the canal
basin, will run a number of courses designed to help
provide skills needed by local businesses and is due to
open next September.

To find out more,
email kbrewster@
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Good progress is being made
on building Aylesbury’s new
education centre, which
will be known as University
Campus Aylesbury Vale
(UCAV).

The next
issue of the
Aylesbury Vale
Times will be
published on
3 March 2015
and delivered
to more than 75,000
households across
the Vale.

Hypnotherapy &
Psychotherapy

Have you booked
your Christmas party?

Has helped many people in many ways.
It could be just the help you need!

Celebrate with friends or colleagues at
our fantastically festive party night

Angie Elbourn
DHP. MNRAH Reg Hyp.
Reg CNHC

Over 25 years
experienced therapist
CNHC are the only
regulatory body for
the profession of
hypnotherapy that is recognised by the
Department of Health.
t: 07775 677796
w: www.hypnohelp.co (just co no uk)
e: Angie.hypnohelp@hotmail.co.uk

Friday 12 December 2014

•
•

7.30pm until 1.00am
Enjoy a buffet with a glass of
bubbly, followed by a DJ
and dancing.
• Tickets just £19.50
per person
For more information visit:
thegatewayaylesbury.co.uk
or call 01296 585 969.
The Gateway*, Gatehouse Road,
Aylesbury.
(*Fully licensed bar)
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So what exactly does
AVDC do?
The answer to the above question is, of course, lots! But after chatting to some
of our readers at the Bucks County Show and Play in the Park, it was clear that
there’s quite a bit of confusion about which councils provide what services.
Below is a list of all the services that AVDC provides across the Vale. Others are provided
by Bucks County Council and town/parish councils. You can find out more, including a full
list of services from our partner providers: by visiting www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Business grants
Collecting rubbish and recycling waste
Cleaning streets, removing abandoned
cars, graffiti and litter
Community grants
Community safety
Leisure, sports and arts services
Parks and open spaces
Developing and supporting the economy
Licensing alcohol or entertainment
premises, taxis and street traders

•
•
•
•
•

Food safety inspections

•
•
•
•

Collecting council tax and business rates

Air quality and noise pollution control
Local planning
Building control
Electoral registration and
running elections
Car parks
Housing advice and homelessness
Providing council tax benefit and
housing benefit service

The contact details for these departments can be found at www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/a-to-z

Other areas of our website
which you may find useful:
To report benefit fraud, dog fouling,
graffiti or to change your address:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/reportit

To pay your council tax,
business rates or parking fines:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/webpay

To find out what’s on:

Many people think we’re
responsible for potholes
but this falls under the
transport remit of Bucks
County Council.
For more information visit
www.buckscc.gov.uk/telltfb
or www.buckscc.gov.uk/
potholes to report potholes.

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/events
If you don’t have access to the internet, you can call our switchboard on 01296 585858, say
the name of the department or service and you will be put through.
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Ever thought
about becoming a
district councillor?
Are you passionate about issues in your
community? Would you like to help change
things for the better? By becoming a district
councillor, you could make a real difference.
Our councillors come from all walks of life and most
carry out their role alongside a day job. We are
particularly keen to encourage people from underrepresented groups to get involved, such as younger
people, residents from ethnic communities and disabled
people but the main thing is a passion for local matters.

You will be in a position to make a difference to the
quality of other people’s daily lives and prospects. Being
an effective councillor requires both commitment and
hard work. Councillors have to balance the needs and
interests of residents, the political party they represent
(if any) and the council.

What do councillors do?

Do you need any special skills or experience
to be a councillor?

Councillors are elected to AVDC to represent their local
community, so they must either live or work in the Vale.

Councillors count!
Just a few examples of councillors’ decisions
making a difference:

It is important that councillors not only reflect and
represent the communities they serve, but also have
a broad range of skills and life experience. You don’t
have to be highly educated or have a profession. Skills
gained through raising a family, caring for a sick or
disabled relative, volunteering or being active in faith or
community groups can be just as valuable.

What is expected of a councillor?
The councillor’s role and responsibilities include:
• representing the ward for which they are elected
• decision-making
• developing and reviewing council policy
• scrutinising decisions taken by the cabinet
• community leadership and engagement

Do councillors get paid?
Councillors do not receive a salary. However, they do
get an agreed allowance in recognition of their time
and expenses incurred on council business.
The opening of Aylesbury’s Waterside
Theatre, improvement project to Swan Pool in
Buckingham, helping the Vale’s businesses,
delivering savings, signing off our recycling
system, the building of University Campus
Aylesbury Vale, deciding which community
groups benefit from Community Chest grants.

Some of our councillors are…
Parents, business owners, carers, volunteers,
teachers, nurses, charity workers, administrators,
architects, farmers and more.
For more information, please visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/becomeacouncillor
and www.beacouncillor.org.uk
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Recycling: how’s it
stacking up two years on?
Can you believe our recycling system has now been going for more than two
years? We recently surveyed some of our residents and feedback on the system
was overwhelmingly positive. Thanks to all you dedicated recyclers out there.
Back on track
We had a blip earlier this year, when recycling bin
contamination was on the increase, but we seem to be
back on track. In case you forget, the items which can be
recycled are listed on the inside of your bin lid.
Overall recycling, including food and garden waste, is
back up, currently standing at 54% from last quarter.
The actual amount of waste we collect has dropped over
the past two years, by nearly 5%, indicating that we’re
buying less stuff we throw away.

Some fantastic by-products
• The system we operate also reduces our

vehicle emissions. Trucks are, collectively,
driving 121,360 fewer miles a year, and CO2
emissions are down by more than 20%.

•

Using an all-in-one recycling bin means
there’s less lifting and bending for our
loaders, so fewer sick days from back injuries.

AVDC Star Recycler
Bonita Bridges from
Calvert Green.
How much do you recycle?

EC

YCL

E

R

My normal bin doesn’t have to
be put out for each collection
because I recycle so much! I
ges
Bonita Brid er!
recycle textiles through charity
Star Recycl
shops, repairing them and
donating to the local rag centre. I also recycle tin foil
for guide dogs, postage stamps for various charities
and take other items to a resource centre where they
are used for schools and playgroups. Besides this, I
pay for the garden waste collection and have set up
recycling schemes at work.

Is there anything you find tricky about the
recycling system?

The recycling codes on containers – if it can’t be
recycled then we shouldn’t be using it. Why don’t
companies all use recyclable materials for packaging?
Have you got any recycling tips?

If you can’t recycle it then don’t buy it! Think
about your purchases and the potential to recycle
afterwards. Set yourself a challenge – see if your main
rubbish bin can remain empty for a month or two!

If you’d like to be featured as a star recycler,
please email kbrewster@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
or call 01296 585026.

Does your recycling bin get too full?
Ask for a larger or a second recycling bin. Go online, www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/newbins
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Recycle your Christmas
With Christmas round the corner, don’t forget you
can still recycle most items including:
Christmas cards (but not foil or glitter ones please)
Paper plates or napkins (unsoiled)
Paper crackers, hats, card inners (but not the snap)
Cleaned aluminium foil
Wrapping paper and gift tags (remove any ribbons
and bows first, no foil or glitter)
Card packaging

Gift for a gardener
If you’re stuck for a present idea, how
about signing up a green-fingered
friend or family member for a garden
waste bin? We were highly amused
that our idea got a light-hearted
mention on Radio 4 last year and, while a bin
might not seem like an obvious present, it will
certainly save many trips to the tip!

Visit www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/garden

Turkey carcass - wrap in old newspaper and put
straight out in the outdoor food waste bin
Extra recycling will be collected. Please put in card
boxes or large paper carrier bags on top of your bin
but take any excess waste to the tip. We don’t collect
waste bags left by your bins.

Christmas collections
Normal collection day

Revised collection day

Thursday 25 Dec

Saturday 27 Dec

Friday 26 Dec

Monday 29 Dec

Thursday 1 Jan

Friday 2 Jan

Friday 2 Jan

Saturday 3 Jan

All other days are unaffected.
Remember, brown bins are not collected in
December and January.

Recycle the old to make way
for the new this Christmas
Don’t forget to take your old books, CDs, DVDs
and computer games to recycling banks. There are
recycling banks around the district, or you can take
them to charity shops.
There are also banks for old clothes and textiles.
Check our website for locations.

Bad weather?
The wintery weather sometimes causes problems
for collections. To keep up-to-date, please check our
website or download our bin collection app.

Been issued a
contamination
notice?

We understand these notices are an inconvenience
but if we don’t tackle contamination, we’ll be
forced to spend more taxpayers’ money on sending
waste to landfill (this costs around £2000 a load).
Remove the contaminating items before your next
collection day and leave any excess recycling in
paper carrier bags or card boxes, on top of your
recycling bin.
Golden rule: No plastic bags in your recycling bin,
whether they have recycling symbols on or not. We
can’t take them, sorry.

If you are unsure of what you can
or can’t recycle, go to:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/recycle

Advertisement feature

Affordable homes for sale to local people
Finding a home you can afford to buy, in the
area you already live in can be a tall order but
if you love Aylesbury Vale and don’t want to
move further away, Hightown Homes may have
the answer for you. We’re working with the
District Council to give priority for our shared
ownership homes to
people who live or work
in the Vale of Aylesbury.

Shared ownership allows first time buyers to buy their
own home by purchasing a share in a property (normally
around 50%) and paying subsidised rent on the remaining
share. For example, to get a mortgage for the houses at
Newton Leys, you will need a deposit of at least £5,875 to
purchase the minimum share of £117,500. Shared owners
can buy further shares when they can afford to, until they
eventually own the property outright.

“I’ve been living in my flat for
several months now and things
couldn’t be better. I have a
brand new home in Aylesbury
which I love and the location is
perfect for me.”
- Hightown resident

We have spacious one-bedded
apartments ideal for first
time buyers at Buckingham
Park, close to Aylesbury
town centre (below),
and great three-bedded
starter
homes
for
families at Newton Leys,
near Bletchley (right),
all available for shared
ownership.

Three bedroom houses, Newton Leys

Each new home comes
with
a
fully
fitted
contemporary
style
kitchen with built in
hob and oven. There is
also the added benefit
of
off-road
parking.

“When I saw the shared
ownership homes in my area,
I couldn’t believe my luck as
I really didn’t want to move
away from my friends and
family. The whole buying
process was really easy and
straight forward. The sales
team at Hightown Homes were
very friendly and helpful.”
- Hightown resident

Shared ownership is an
easy and affordable way for
first-time buyers to get
a foot onto the property
ladder. Our new homes
in the Vale of Aylesbury
offer
individuals
and
families the choice of
rural tranquility, with
beautiful lakes a short
walk away, or the hustle
and bustle of an attractive
market town.
For more information
please call

01442 292381

Get moving
with shared
ownership
Spacious dual
aspect one bedroom
apartments*
* Available only to purchasers who live or work within the borough of Aylesbury.

Contemporary fitted kitchens
Close to Aylesbury town centre
Less than an hour to London by train

Call 01442 292381

One bedroom
apartments from just

www.hightownhomes.com

£46,200

Allocated parking

Oasis Apartments
Chaundler Drive, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP19 9DS

HPCH6654 Hightown House Ad_FINAL_Oasis.indd 1

(35% share)

Minimum deposit required is £2,310.
Full asking price £132,000.
Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up with your repayments on your mortgage or rent/service charge.
The value of your home can go down as well as up. We take every care to ensure the correct information is given.
We hope you find it useful however complete accuracy is not guaranteed and the information is expressly excluded
from any contract.

15/08/2014 09:24

Alternatives
to high-cost
borrowing
With many people under huge
pressure to find money they don’t have
for Christmas, for some, there’s the
temptation to get immediate access
to funds, through high interest and
illegal lenders. This can lead to a debt
which is completely unmanageable.
AVDC debt advice
If you have financial difficulties which are
putting your home at risk, AVDC’s housing
service offers debt advice, in confidence.
They can be contacted by telephone
on 01296 585168 or by email at
housingneeds@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
The Aylesbury Vale Community Bank
This is a local branch of the SWAN Credit
Union - a financial cooperative owned
and run by its members, helping people
to borrow and save at affordable rates.
With their ethical values, they offer an
alternative to loan sharks, doorstep
lenders and payday loan companies.
They also offer those who have difficulty
accessing high street banking the
opportunity to build up savings accounts.

For more information visit www.
aylesburyvalecommunitybank.
org.uk You can also phone
03030 300147.

SWAN CREDIT UNION

Are you a wildlife
enthusiast?
We’re looking for more volunteers to help
with our Water Vole and Otter Spotters Project
near Buckingham. The group uses monitoring
platforms and remote cameras which have
been placed along the River Great Ouse to
help identify species.
Why not get involved? It’s great fun! For more
details, email pholton@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
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Supporting
community
projects
AVDC’s Community Chest, which is
run in partnership with Vale of Aylesbury Housing
Trust, has distributed more than £3.5million pounds to charities,
clubs, societies, parish councils and social enterprises within the
Vale. Microgrants of up to £1,000 are awarded each month and
project grants of up to £25,000 are considered three times each
year. More than 600 organisations have benefited since the ten
year project started in 2007.
Under the spotlight
I Have a Voice Too is a theatre group, based in Aylesbury, which
welcomes people with a range of disabilities. They have recently
been awarded a Community Chest grant of £5,400 to put towards
an exciting new project.
Their plan is to run a series of workshops for adults with learning
difficulties, with some involvement from their families and carers.
They will then film a short murder mystery piece. This will have
a public premiere in London and will then be delivered as a
participatory evening to day centres, residential care homes and
other community venues.
The workshops will give an outlet to people at risk of social
isolation, improving their skills and opportunities to make friends
and the event itself is sure to be a fun evening for everyone!
Diane Hands organises I Have a Voice Too:
“Everyone gets so much out of our group. Rohan was
someone who’d attended various other groups but was
never given a chance as he has a stutter and epilepsy. In our
production he had the lead role, gave a great performance
and he wants to do it again.”
The next closing date for the Community Chest
project grant is 5 December 2014. Please visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/communitychest
Other organisations which have benefited from
Community Chest Grants this year include:
Oakley Bowling Club, Thomley Activity Centre in
Worminghall, Bierton with Broughton Parish Council, and
Waddesdon Cricket Club and Great Horwood Parish Council.

Out of the Doghouse
Dog Listening
Do you want to give your puppy or rescue dog
the best possible start in your home?
Does your dog:
• jump up
• pull on the lead
• bark excessively
• display nervous, obsessive or aggressive
behaviour
• chase joggers, bicycles or livestock
• destroy carpets or furniture when left alone
• have issues with food?
Dog Listening uses a simple non-confrontational
method, suitable for all dogs, regardless of size,
age or breed, through which you can address
all undesirable behaviours and build a
rewarding relationship with your dog.
Contact: Roselle 07989 947316 or
roselle@outofthedoghouse.co.uk
or visit www.outofthedoghouse.co.uk

Do you have a son or daughter who was
born on or after 1st September 1996?

Appren
ticeship

Colleg
e
Sixth
Form

Train
ing

STAYING IN LEARNING LONGER

Are you aware that all young people
are now required to stay in some form
of learning until they are aged 18?
Need more information?
Your son or daughter can ask at school
about speaking to an independent
Careers Adviser or contact Connexions
Buckinghamshire at:

0845 313 3413
Working in partnership with

www.stayinlearning.org.uk/avdt
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parkrun
milestones

Mixed ability rugby…
Give it a try!
If you’re a rugby fan and fancy getting fit, while making
a little bit of history, then why not join the first mixed
ability rugby union team in Buckinghamshire?
This is a joint initiative by AVDC, Aylesbury Rugby Club
and Rugby Football Union which brings together players
with and without disabilities. They meet every Saturday
between 1pm and 2.30pm at Aylesbury Rugby Club.
©Mike Collins

Aylesbury’s parkrun celebrates its first birthday
this month, as the Buckingham event reaches
its six month milestone.
Both of these weekly 5k runs are organised by
volunteers but were set up with AVDC funding. At
the time of going to print, more than 1100 people
had run the Aylesbury route, which follows the
River Thame on the north side of the town, and
more than 800 had taken part in Buckingham’s
which goes through Bourton Park.
Both parkruns are free and start at 9am every
Saturday morning. For more details, please go
to www.parkrun.org.uk

Best village pub
The Rising Sun in Ickford was recently crowned the
overall winner of AVDC’s Village Pub Competition.
Judges commented that they received great service,
there was a good varied menu and all parts of the
community are catered for.

The inspiration for the new side came from the Bradford
and Bingley Bumble Bee Barbarians – a team set up
by a determined young man with cerebral palsy and
learning disabilities, asserting the rights of people with
disabilities to participate in contact sport.
With more teams being set up across the UK, there
will be increasing opportunities for inclusive sides to
compete on a regular basis.
Previous experience of rugby is not
necessary, although participants do need to
be 17 years or older. For more information,
or to express an interest in being involved
as a coach, volunteer or sponsor,
please call Natalie Donhou Morley on
01296 585233 or e-mail Tim Holmes at
timholmes@rfu.com
The Rising Sun and the rest of the finalists
are included in the new Recommended
Village Pub Guide.
Pick up your copy from the tourist
information centres or download it
from www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/
pubcomp

Fancy saving
some historic
buildings?

funding to set up a survey of these
properties, which will identify those
at risk before they fall in to a state of
disrepair but we need your help to
make it work!

There are some amazing historic
buildings all over the Vale which
are in need of a little TLC. The
good news is we’ve just won some

We’re looking for volunteers to
check things like the state of roofs,
whether guttering is in place etc.,
so they can be repaired. Anyone

taking part will get to learn all about
some wonderful buildings in their
area, meet like-minded people and
also pick up skills which might help
them to maintain their own homes
– something which can save a lot of
time and expense.
If you’re interested please contact
buildingsatrisk@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
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Sir Jackie
Stewart’s
local loves
Sir Jackie Stewart rose to fame in the 70s and
went on to become one of the greatest motor racing drivers of
all time. When he stopped competing he established careers
in broadcasting, business and as a F1 team owner.
He’s spent many a day celebrating at the world-famous Silverstone
and still takes a keen interest in the venue, which is part of
the Silverstone Project – a redevelopment plan which AVDC is
supporting.
Living on the edge of the Vale, he regularly takes advantage of
some of the great things our district has to offer. Here are some of
his favourite places:
Favourite Pub: The Woolpack, in Stoke Mandeville
Favourite View: There’s nothing like standing at Coombe Hill
Monument and looking out at the Chilterns, Waddesdon and
Wendover. So much beautiful scenery.
Favourite restaurant: The Three Crowns in Askett would have to
be my favourite.
Favourite independent shop: I’m a regular at Rumsey’s
in Wendover.
Favourite day out: Waddesdon Manor – it’s magical!
And how will Sir Jackie be spending Christmas?
I’m looking forward to being at home and spending time
with my family.

Eat, drink and
be merry!
As Christmas gets closer, many
of us will be eating out more
across the Vale.
In the last issue we told you
about the hygiene ratings system
that we operate at most types of
establishments selling food. We have
hundreds of venues with top ratings.
The figures are updated every month, as
more checks are carried out. These were
the latest at the time of going to print.
As you can see, our ratings are something to be proud of:
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= 27

= 90

=318

If Cinderella’s not your thing, we’ve
also got a family ticket to give away
to Dick Whittington and his Cat, at
The Limelight Theatre, in Aylesbury’s
Queen’s Park Arts Centre. This is

= 687

Don’t forget to look out for ratings
stickers, like the one above, in café
and restaurant windows! For more
information please visit:
www.food.gov.uk/ratings

Win family panto tickets!
How do you fancy winning a family
ticket to see Cinderalla, at Aylesbury’s
Waterside Theatre? This year’s
production stars Suzanne Shaw and
Russell Grant and promises to be
a real ball. Oh, yes it does! (sorry,
we couldn’t resist!) The prize will be for the opening
night, on December 12 at 7pm.

5

W

IN

a fantastic centre, which AVDC helps to financially
support, and this year’s panto will star around 20
local performers.
To enter our prize draw, please answer the
following question:
Q: Can you recycle paper plates and napkins?
Either email your answer to:
avcomp@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk or send by post to
Panto Comp, AVDC, The Gateway, Gatehouse Road,
Aylesbury, HP19 8FF. The competition closes on Friday
28 November at midday. Please specify if you don’t want
to be entered for both productions. Good luck!

!
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Unique
Get
switched on gifts and
Why not get the festive period off to a fantastic
start by seeing one of our lovely towns all lit up?

Aylesbury’s Christmas lights switch on is happening on
Thursday 20 November from 5.30pm. There will be free
fun for all of the family, including entertainment from
local bands, a fun fair and the Mix 96 Roadshow. The
switch will be flicked at 6.50pm, followed by fireworks
and don’t miss your chance to do some late night
shopping until 8pm. AVDC’s town centre car parks will
be free every Thursday evening, starting from this
event until 18 December.
If you’re in the north of the Vale, Buckingham’s light
switch on will be happening outside the Old Gaol
on Saturday 29 November at 6pm. The mayor, Cllr
Lisa O’Donoghue, will do the honours, assisted by
Donnie & Mooie, the MK Dons Mascots. There
will be carol singing around the Christmas Tree,
played by Winslow Concert Band, and the artisan
market will also be open for business.

And just a few days later on 3 December,
you can also catch Wendover’s big
event. There will be hot food and live
music, at the Manor Waste, from
4pm and the actual switch on will
be around 6pm.

more

If you’re after a unique Christmas gift with
a local link then pop along to Aylesbury
and Buckingham’s visitor
information centres.
You’ll be surprised at what
you might find! The centres
are the only area stockists for
local luxury toiletries range
The Littlecote Soap Co,
whose prices start from £3.
There is a great selection of
products from local artists
including pottery, paintings
and wooden crafts, as well
as stunning locally made
jewellery from £6 to £35.
And if you’re buying for
a foodie, you’ll find a host
of chutneys, pickles and
preserves made in and
around North Marston
from £2.50.
Besides all this, you can
pick up unique Christmas
cards and stamps.
Aylesbury’s centre is just off Market Square,
in the King’s Head and Buckingham’s is in
the Old Gaol.

March 2015 issue of AV Times
If you have an event that is taking place
between mid March and the end of
June 2015, please contact whatson@
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk. We will try our
best but cannot guarantee all events
will appear in our What’s On listing.
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What’s
on?
This coming winter
NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

25 Aylesbury Farmers’ Market
Christmas Gift Special. 9am-2pm.
Find a special foodie present for a
loved one. This market takes place
on the last Tuesday of every month
but won’t be on in December.

Dick Whittington and His Cat
Christmas Pantomime. Queens
Park Arts Centre, Aylesbury. 2.30pm
– 5pm, 7.30pm – 9pm. Various dates
in December. Visit www.qpc.org or
call 01296 431272.

26 –30 Waddesdon’s Christmas
Fair. South Terrace, Waddesdon
Manor. 55 selected stall holders will
be offering gifts, decorations and
festive goods. Normal admission
charges apply. The Christmas Fair
will also be held on 3 – 7 December.

7 Christmas speciality market.
Aylesbury town centre. 11am to 3pm. Extra
special gifts, live jazz and street food.

17 Wassailling we go! National
Trust Stowe Landscape Gardens.
12.30pm. Make musical instruments
before joining the noisy parade
into the parkland with MK Lobo
Tren Samba band. Free event.
Booking advisable. Details: www.
nationaltrust.org.uk/stowe or call
0844 249 1895.

29 The Armed Man by Karl
Jenkins and other works. Aylesbury
Waterside Theatre. 7.30pm. Two local
choirs, the Aylesbury Music Centre and
a 60 piece orchestra will come together
to commemorate the First World War
Centenary. See page 7 for details.

30 Santa’s Parade. Aylesbury
town centre. 10.30am. Santa and
all his friends parade through
the town. There will be a range
of entertainment and some free
activities until 3 pm.

13 Christmas Parade and
Community Fair.

©Brian Simonds

Buckingham Town Centre. Parade
through the town centre starts at
10.45am.
14 A Festive Winter’s Evening
with Brackley Chamber Music
Club. Stowe House, Buckingham.
7pm – 9pm. Tickets include festive
refreshments on arrival in the
magnificent Marble Saloon. Tickets
£12.50, pre-booking is essential.
Details: 01280 818002.
19 Carols around the Tree.
Wendover. Details: www.wendoverpc.gov.uk or www.wendovernews.
co.uk

FEBRUARY
5, 6 & 7 Punch and Judy. Winslow
Public Hall. The Winslow Players
present a pantomime to knock you
out written and directed by Derry
French. Details: 01296 715185 or
www.winslowplayers.co.uk
14 Valentine’s Day Champagne
Afternoon Tea or Evening Dinner.
Manor Restaurant, Waddesdon
Manor. 12pm, 1pm, 2.30pm, 3,30pm
or 4.30pm/7pm. £25 adult and £8
child plus normal admission charges
for afternoon tea, or £35 for
evening meal.
19 Half Term High Ropes.
Kingsbury, Aylesbury. 11am – 3pm.
Enjoy some free monkey business this
half term with a high ropes course,
spider mountain and bouncy dome!
21 Buckingham Food Fair.
Buckingham Community Centre.
Local producers come together to
showcase their tasty products. Times
TBC. Visit www.buckingham-tc.gov.
uk or call 01280 816426
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Anthony Cherry BSc (Hons) M.S.Ch
HPC & State Registered

Aylesbury Clinics at:

For best appointment availability phone Monday or Tuesday

Friday
Savernake Clinic (Close to Weedon Road) - Tuesday,
Tuesday &Wednesday
Wednesday&mornings
Broughton
- Tuesday
afternoon
Duck
FarmHouse
Court Surgery
Clinic opening
January
2015
Poplar Grove
Surgery
- Wednesday
(Close
to Town
Centre,
Bus & Trainafternoon
Station)

Treatments available:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Corn & callus care
Nail cutting & filing
Sports biomechanics
Orthotics & insoles
Foot & leg pains
Ingrown toenails
Thick & fungal nails

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Heel pain
Verruca therapies
Nail surgery
Diabetic foot care
Private healthcare
Aylesbury clinics
Free parking

Standard appointment £30
5 – Nail cutting & foot check £20
25

01296 340043
www.cherryfeet.co.uk
anthony@cherryfeet.co.uk
For best appointment availability phone Monday or Tuesday

£5 Discount on your
first appointment

£5 Discount on a friend’s
first appointment

Anthony Cherry BSc (Hons) M.S.Ch
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