
Planning Practice Guidance – Neighbourhood 
Planning - Updating a neighbourhood plan 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-
planning--2#updating-neighbourhood-plan  

When will it be necessary to review and update a neighbourhood 
plan? 
A neighbourhood plan must set out the period for which it is to have 
effect (section 38B(1)(a) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase 
Act 2004). Neighbourhood plan policies remain in force until the plan 
policy is replaced. 
There is no requirement to review or update a neighbourhood plan. 
However, policies in a neighbourhood plan may become out of date, 
for example if they conflict with policies in a Local Plan that is adopted 
after the making of the neighbourhood plan. In such cases, the more 
recent plan policy takes precedence. In addition, where a policy has 
been in force for a period of time, other material considerations may 
be given greater weight in planning decisions as the evidence base 
for the plan policy becomes less robust. To reduce the likelihood of a 
neighbourhood plan becoming out of date once a new Local Plan is 
adopted, communities preparing a plan should take account of latest 
and up-to-date evidence of housing need, as set out in guidance. 

Communities in areas where policies in a neighbourhood plan that is 
in force have become out of date may decide to update their plan, or 
part of it. The neighbourhood area will already be designated, but the 
community may wish to consider whether the designated area is still 
the most suitable area to plan for. 
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How are minor neighbourhood plan or Order updates made? 
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Minor (non-material) updates to a neighbourhood plan or Order would 
not materially affect the policies in the plan or permission granted by 
the Order. A local planning authority may make such updates at any 
time, only with the consent of the qualifying body. Consultation, 
examination and referendum are not required. 

How are more substantive neighbourhood plan updates made? 
If a qualifying body wish to make updates (modifications) that do 
materially affect the policies in the plan, they must follow the process 
set out in guidance, with the following additional requirements: 
 the qualifying body must (at the pre-submission publicity and 

consultation stage and when the modified plan is submitted to the 
local planning authority) state whether they believe that the 
modifications are so significant or substantial as to change the 
nature of the plan and give reasons 

 the local planning authority must (when sending the modified plan 
to the independent examiner) state whether they believe that the 
modifications are so significant or substantial as to change the 
nature of the plan and give reasons. The local planning authority 
must also submit a copy of the original plan to the independent 
examiner 

 the qualifying body must decide whether to proceed with the 
examination after the examiner has decided whether the 
modifications proposed change the nature of the plan 
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Do neighbourhood plan updates require a referendum? 

Where material modifications do not change the nature of the plan 
(and the examiner finds that the proposal meets the basic conditions, 
or would with further modifications) a referendum is not required. A 
local planning authority will be required to make the modified plan 
within 5 weeks following receipt of the examiner’s report, or such later 
date as agreed in writing between the local planning authority and the 
qualifying body. 

Where material modifications do change the nature of the plan, the 
local planning authority would publicise and consider the examiner’s 
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report in line with the procedure for making a new neighbourhood 
plan. 

How is the decision on whether modifications change the nature 
of the plan made? 

Whether modifications change the nature of the plan is a decision for 
the independent examiner. The examiner will consider the nature of 
the existing plan, alongside representations and the statements on the 
matter made by the qualifying body and the local planning authority. 

Neighbourhood plans can shape and direct sustainable development 
in their area. See National Planning policy Framework. If the original 
plan primarily directs growth, for example through allocating sites for 
development, then allocating new sites for development would be 
unlikely to change the nature of the plan. 

If the original plan primarily shapes growth, for example through 
design policies, then modifications seeking to take forward these 
policies through design codes would be unlikely to change the nature 
of the plan. 
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Is it possible to modify a neighbourhood plan to correct an 
error? 
Yes. Section 61M(4) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, (as 
applied to neighbourhood plans by section 38C(2)(c) of the Planning 
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004) enables a local planning 
authority to modify a neighbourhood plan or order they have made for 
the purpose of correcting errors. The relevant qualifying body (if it still 
exists) must consent to the modification. 

Paragraph: 087 Reference ID: 41-087-20160519 

Revision date: 19 05 2016 

Published 6 March 2014  
Last updated 22 February 2018 + show all updates 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/plan-making#para183
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20171217000651/https:/www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2#updating-a-neighbourhood-plan
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/schedule/9/enacted
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2#full-history

