
Alfred Rose Memorial Park, Bedgrove Park, Edinburgh Playing Fields  

Public Space Protection Order – Public consultation 2019 

The Anti Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 introduced wider discretionary 

powers to deal with any particular nuisance or problem that is detrimental to the local 

community’s quality of life. They seek to ensure that the law-abiding majority can use and 

enjoy public spaces, safe from anti-social behaviour.  

Many of Aylesbury Vale’s parks and open spaces currently benefit from Public Space 

Protection Orders (PSPOs) which prohibit the public consumption of alcohol or having an 

open container of alcohol.  Based on concerns historically and currently expressed by a 

number of sources it is proposed that this restriction remain in place.  

The Council have received a number of complaints, especially during the warmer months, 

concerning the use of motor bikes, including scrambler bikes and mini motos, and 

occasionally cars, accessing and driving around these three parks. The bikes are often 

ridden in the evening, but reports have been received during the daytime which poses an 

increased risk to members of the public lawfully using the park area. These parks are also 

available to hire and are used regularly throughout the summer by football clubs and cricket 

at the Alfred Rose Park. At Edinburgh Playing Fields motorbikes were seen on the field 

when it was being hired by a football club and the bikes were being ridden near to the 

players and spectators. The riding of the bikes on the park area leads to damage to the 

grass, which is worse when the weather has been wet and can also leave ruts. 

The Council is proposing that the current PSPOs for the three parks be varied to include the 

following prohibition:  

“The use of mechanically propelled vehicles in a way that has caused or may be 

capable of causing nuisance and/or annoyance anywhere within the park is 

prohibited”. 

 How the PSPO works? 

The PSPO is a power available to the police and council officers that gives them a formal 

mechanism to challenge the identified behaviours, knowing that they have a legal remedy to 

draw upon if necessary. The police routinely challenge anti-social behaviour and attempt to 

illicit a positive change without the need to resort to formal action. With the PSPO, if the 

behaviour continues officers have the option to use the powers set out in the Act. These are 

a Fixed Penalty Notice (Maximum £100) or prosecution in the Magistrate’s Court. If the 

prosecution is successful the court is responsible for deciding the action taken which could 

include a fine (Maximum £1000) or the granting of a Criminal Behaviour Order. 

What are your views? 

Before an existing PSPO can be varied, the District Council are required to consult with the 

police, community representatives and owners and occupiers of land affected.  In this 

respect your views are important.  

Area maps showing the location of the three parks are shown below.  



The deadline for making comments is the 14 July 2019.    

To make your views, please fill in the survey: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SZVZD3B 
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