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Please note that these guidance notes are for 

advice only and may not cover all situations.  It 

is your responsibility to ensure that they are 

appropriate for use in your particular 

circumstances. 
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Amended Part G to the Building Regulations 
 
On the 18 May 2009, revisions to Part G (Sanitation, hot water safety and water 

efficiency) of the Building Regulations and a new Approved Document G (Draft 

version) were published. Part G and the accompanying Approved Document set out 

new and amended requirements and technical guidance related to the safety and 

use of water in buildings. The new and amended requirements and new Approved 

Document were due to come into force on the 1 October 2009, as of 11 September 

this has been amended by government to 6 April 2010.  

 

 The former requirements were: 

 G1 Sanitary conveniences and washing facilities 

 G2 Bathrooms 

 G3 Hot water storage 

The new requirements and technical guidance are set out in detail in the new 

Approved Document G (Sanitation, hot water safety and water efficiency) 

http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/uploads/br/BR_PDF_draftADG_2009.pdf 
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The new requirements are: 

G1 Cold water supply 

Requirement to provide wholesome water for the purposes of:- 

 Drinking 

 Washing  

 Food preparation 

Wholesome water must be provided where drinking water is drawn off:- 

 Washbasin or bidet adjacent to a room where food is prepared 

 Fixed bath and shower in a bathroom 

 Sink in any area where food is prepared 

 Provision of water of a suitable quality to any sanitary convenience fitted with 

a flushing device. 

Wholesome water is defined as water complying with requirements contained in 

regulations made under section 67 (standards of wholesomeness of the Water 

industry Act 1991  

Non-wholesome water wells, springs, bore holes, water courses 

 Reclaimed greywater 

 Harvested rainwater 

 Reclaimed Industrial process water 

Also applies to:- 

Domestic greenhouses, small detached buildings, extensions to buildings, and 

conservatories if they are to be served by a water supply from a dwelling. 



 
 

G2 Water efficiency 

Requirement G2 states that reasonable provision must be made by the installation of 

fittings and fixed appliances that use water efficiently.  

Building Regulation 17K requires that the potential consumption of wholesome water 

by persons occupying a dwelling must not exceed 125 litres per person per day 

when calculated in accordance with the methodology set out in the CLG's document 

'The Water Efficiency Calculator for New Dwellings'. 

http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/uploads/br/water_efficiency_calculator.pdf 

The WRc Group has developed an online version of the Water Efficiency Calculator 

for New Dwellings. http://www.wrcplc.co.uk/partgcalculator/Default.aspx  

The calculator is supported by LABC.   

Requirement: 

The person carrying out the work must, within 5 days after the completion of the 

work, give the Building Control body a notice specifying the potential consumption of 

wholesome water per person per day as calculated by the above methodology in 

relation to the completed dwelling.  

The Building Control body cannot certify work to be complete until this notice has 

been received. 

This requirement applies when a dwelling is created through new-build or 

conversion. 

http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/uploads/br/water_efficiency_calculator.pdf
http://www.wrcplc.co.uk/partgcalculator/Default.aspx


 

G3 Hot Water supply and systems 

Requirement: 

Heated wholesome water to be supplied to:- 

 Any wash basin, or bidet in or adjacent to a room containing a sanitary 

convenience 

 Any wash basins, bidet, fixed bath or shower in a bathroom 

 Any sink which is provided in an area where food is prepared. 

2) Any hot water system, including associated storage or expansion vessel shall 

resist the effects of any temperature or pressure that may occur in normal 

use or as a consequence of a reasonably anticipated malfunction. 

3) Any part of a hot water system that incorporates a hot water storage 

vessel shall incorporate precautions to ensure that the temperature of the 

stored water does not exceed 100oC and that any discharge from safety 

devices is safely conveyed to a point where it is both visible and will not 

cause a danger to persons in or about the building. 

4) The hot water supply to any fixed bath in a newly formed dwelling must be 

designed and installed with measures to ensure that the temperature of the 

water that can be delivered to the bath cannot exceed 48oC. G3/4 only 

applies when a dwelling is created through new-build or conversion. 

G3/2 & 3 also applies to:- 

 Domestic greenhouses, small detached buildings and extensions to buildings. 

 Conservatories if they are to be served by a water supply from a dwelling. 

1) 



G4 Sanitary conveniences and washing facilities 

The new G4 replaces the former G1.   

 Sanitary conveniences in sufficient numbers of the appropriate type for the 

sex and age of the persons using the building; and  

 Washbasins, with hot and cold water, in or adjacent to rooms containing 

water closets; sited, designed and installed so as not to be prejudicial to 

health.  

 

 

G5 Bathrooms 

The new G5 replaces the former G2.   

A bathroom is provided containing a fixed bath or shower bath having supplies of 

hot and cold water and connection to a foul water drainage system.  

Applies only to dwellings and buildings containing rooms for residential purposes. 

 

G6 Food Preparation areas 

Sinks must be provided in areas where food is prepared. 

 

Ref:  

http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/england/professionals/buildingregs/technicalguidance/bchygienepartg/ 
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