
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Aylesbury Vale District Council 
 

 Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening 
Report 

 
 

of the Quainton Neighbourhood Plan – 
Referendum Version 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FINAL Screening Outcome  
Following engagement with Statutory Consultees 

 
October 2016 



2 
 

 

Contents 

 

1. Introduction 
 

3 
 

2. Legislative Background 
 

3 
 

3. Criteria for Assessing the Effects of Supplementary Planning 
Documents 

 

4 
 

4. Assessment 
 

5 
 

5. Screening Outcome 
 

7 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



3 
 

 

1. Introduction 

 

1.1 This screening statement considers whether the contents of the Quainton Neighbourhood 

Plan – Referendum version including the Examiner’s recommended changes requires a 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in accordance with the European Directive 

2001/42/EC and associated Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 

Regulations 2004. 

 

1.2 The screening process is based upon consideration of standard criteria to determine 

whether the plan is likely to have “significant environmental effects”. The result of AVDC’s 

screening process is detailed in this Screening Statement. 

 

1.3 The legislative background set out below outlines the regulations that require the need for 

this screening exercise.  Section 4, provides a screening assessment of the likely 

significant environmental effects of the policies in the Quainton Neighbourhood Plan 

Referendum version and the need for a full Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

 

1.4 The reason for this additional screening assessment is that that have been changes to the 

plan between the ‘Pre Submission’, ‘Submission’ and Examination/Referendum stages of 

the plan and before the plan can proceed to being made there should be a check that the 

changes have not altered the significance of effects previously assessed in the screening 

assessment of July 2015.  

 

2. Legislative Background 

 

2.1 The basis for Strategic Environmental Assessments and Sustainability Appraisal 

legislation is European Directive 2001/42/EC and was transposed into English law by the 

Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, or SEA 

Regulations.  Detailed Guidance of these regulations can be found in the Government 

publication ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’1. 

 

2.2 The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 required Sustainability Appraisals (SA) 

to be produced for all Local Development Documents to meet the requirement of the EU 

Directive on SEA.  It is considered best practice to incorporate requirements of the SEA 

Directive into an SA.   

 

2.3 Although a Sustainability Appraisal is not a requirement for a Neighbourhood 

Development Plan, part of meeting the ‘Basic Conditions’ which the plan is examined on, 

is to show how the plan achieves sustainable development. The Sustainability Appraisal 

process is an established method and a well recognised ‘best practice’ method for doing 

this. It is therefore advised, where an SEA is identified as a requirement, an SA should be 

                                                           
1
‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strategic-environmental-assessment-directive-guidance (ODPM 2005) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strategic-environmental-assessment-directive-guidance
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incorporated with SEA, at a level of detail that is appropriate to the content of the 

Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

 

3. Criteria for Assessing the Effects of Neighbourhood Development Plans 

3.1 Criteria for determining the likely significance of effects referred to in Article 3(5) of Directive 

2001/42/EC are set out below2: 

1. The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, to: 

 the degree to which the plan or programme sets a framework for projects and other 
activities, either with regard to the location, nature, size and operating conditions or 
by allocating resources, 

 the degree to which the plan or programme influences other plans and programmes 
including those in a hierarchy, 

 the relevance of the plan or programme for the integration of environmental 
considerations in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development, 

 environmental problems relevant to the plan or programme, 

 the relevance of the plan or programme for the implementation of Community 
legislation on the environment (e.g. plans and programmes linked to waste-
management or water protection). 

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in 
particular, to: 

 the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects, 

 the cumulative nature of the effects, 

 the transboundary nature of the effects, 

 the risks to human health or the environment (e.g. due to accidents), 

 the magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of the 
population likely to be affected), 

 the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to: 

 special natural characteristics or cultural heritage, 

 exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values, 

 intensive land-use, 

 the effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, Community or 
international protection status.  

 

                                                           
2
 Source: Annex II of SEA Directive 2001/42/EC 
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4. Assessment 

 

4.1 The diagram below illustrates the process for screening a planning document to ascertain 

whether a full SEA is required. 
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4.2 The table below shows the assessment of whether the Quainton Neighbourhood  Plan will 

require a full SEA. The questions below are drawn from the diagram above which sets out 

how the SEA Directive should be applied. The middle column is Yes (Y) or No (N) to the 

questions to the left and the reason as to why is in the right hand column. 

Table 1: Establishing the Need for SEA  

Stage  Y/
N  

Reason  

1. Is the plan subject to preparation and/or 
adoption by a national, regional or local 
authority OR prepared by an authority for 
adoption through a legislative procedure by 
Parliament or Government? (Art. 2(a))  

Y The Neighbourhood Plan will be adopted by 
a Local Planning Authority, Aylesbury Vale 
District Council.   

2. Is the plan required by legislative, 
regulatory or administrative provisions? (Art. 
2(a))  

N The Neighbourhood Plan is an optional plan 
produced by Quainton Parish Council.  

3. Is the plan prepared for agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, 
transport, waste management, water 
management, telecommunications, tourism, 
town and country planning or land use, AND 
does it set a framework for future 
development consent of projects in Annexes 
I and II to the EIA Directive? (Art 3.2(a))  

N The Neighbourhood Plan is prepared for 
town and country planning purposes, but it 
does not set a framework for future 
development consent of projects in Annexes 
I and II to the EIA Directive (Art 3.2(a)). 
 
The plan only affects development that 
would be smaller scale beneath the relevant 
EIA  thresholds. 

4. Will the plan, in view of its likely effect on 
sites, require an assessment for future 
development under Article 6 or 7 of the 
Habitats Directive?  
(Art. 3.2 (b))  

N The neighbourhood plan area does not 
include and is not close to any Natura 2000 
sites (Special Areas of Conservation or 
Special Protection Areas). There may be 
Great Crested Newt (s) in the vicinity of  
Station Road/ fields east or west but their 
presence has not been confirmed (the last 
recorded sighting was 2006). Policy NE2 of 
the neighbourhood plan referendum version 
seeks to ensure there is a positive impact 
on biodiversity, any species must be 
mitigated or compensated for and the value 
of wildlife enhanced.  
 

5. Does the plan determine the use of small 
areas at local level, OR is it a  
minor modification of a plan subject to Art. 
3.2? (Art. 3.3)  

Y The Neighbourhood Plan does not make 
allocations to determine the use of land. 
The plan through policy H1 does allow for 
homes to be built on sites adjoining the 
defined settlement boundary in Station 
Road subject to policy criteria. Therefore it 
is considered the plan does in part go 
towards affecting the use of part of the 
village. 
 
Local green space designation are 
identified, however these do not change the 
current use of the land.  
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6. Does the plan set the framework for 
future development consent of projects (not 
just projects in annexes to the EIA 
Directive)? (Art 3.4)  

Y The Neighbourhood Plan does not set a 
framework for future development consent 
of projects as it does not make allocations. 
The plan through policy H1 does allow for 
homes to be built on sites adjoining the 
defined settlement boundary in Station 
Road subject to policy criteria. Therefore it 
is considered the plan does in part go 
towards affecting development projects 
(specifically new homes)  that are likely to 
come forward. 

7. Is the plans sole purpose to serve the 
national defence or civil emergency, OR is it 
a financial or budget PP, OR is it co-
financed by structural funds or EAGGF 
programmes 2000 to 2006/7? (Art 3.8, 3.9)  

N The purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan is 
not for any of the projects listed in Art 3.8, 
3.9.  

8. Is it likely to have a significant effect on 

the environment? (Art. 3.5)  

N  The Plan is not proposing allocating 
housing, employment or other development 
sites. The plan through policy H1 does allow 
for homes to be built on sites adjoining the 
defined settlement boundary in Station 
Road subject to policy criteria. Therefore it 
is considered the plan does in part go 
towards affecting development projects 
(specifically new homes)  that are likely to 
come forward. 

 
Any adverse impact on the environment 
from development  would be offset by the 
positive impacts of policies  NE1, 
designating local green spaces and NE2, 
mitigating and compensating for loss of 
wildlife value. 
 
The Draft Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan has 
assessed through Sustainability Appraisal 
the impact of housing growth at Quainton. 
Quainton is a ‘Medium Village’  and would 
receive 104 homes over the plan period. 
The assessment concluded that this level of 
growth (or range with that level within) 
would be sustainable. 
 

 1 (a) the degree to which the plan or 
programme sets a framework for 
projects and other activities, either with 
regard to the location, nature, size and 
operating conditions or by allocating 
resources  

N The QNP will set out a spatial vision for the 
designated Neighbourhood Area and 
provide a framework for proposals for 
development regarding housing, 
employment and the protection of valued 
open space. 
 
The QNP is considered to be in general 
conformity with the saved policies from the 
Aylesbury Vale District Local Plan (AVDLP) 
and the National Planning Policy 
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Framework (NPPF). 

1 (b) the degree to which the plan or 
programme influences other plans or 
programmes including those in a 
hierarchy.  

N The QNP, where possible, will respond to 
rather than influence other plans or 
programmes. A Neighbourhood Plan can 
only provide policies for the area it covers 
while the policies at the District and National 
level provide a strategic context for the QNP 
to be in general conformity with. 
 
None of the policies in the Neighbourhood 
Plan have a direct impact on other plans in 
neighbouring areas. 

1 (c) the relevance of the plan or 
programme for the integration of 
environmental considerations in 
particular with a view to promoting 
sustainable development  

N Proposals set out in the QNP are planned to 
balance environmental, social and 
economic considerations of sustainable 
development. However the QNP recognises 
that for rural communities such as Quainton, 
the importance of the surrounding 
environment is particularly acute.  
 
It is considered that the QNP will have a 
positive impact on local environmental 
assets and places valued by local people in 
the Neighbourhood Area. This is reflected in 
the vision of the plan and is achieved 
through a number of the policies such as E2 
(conserving and enhancing the historic 
character and heritage assets),CF1 ( 
retention and replacement of community 
facilities) and NE1 (designating local green 
spaces, NE2 (mitigating and compensating 
for loss of wildlife value). 
 

1(d) environmental problems relevant to 
the plan  

N The village is not somewhere AVDC 
considers to be beset by significant 
existing environmental problems (air 
quality, pollution, traffic, flood risk, 
contamination). However there are 
some environmental issues identified by 
the community in section 8.1 of the plan 
and to be addressed by the objectives 
listed in section 9.1. 
 
QNP is not allocating any housing or 
employment sites although it does allow 
subject to policy criteria new homes to be 
built adjoining the settlement boundary in 
Station Road. The Plan seeks to address 
transport problems that come from 
development  through policies T1 (providing 
sufficient car parking) and T2 (promoting 
traffic management) and would positively 
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tackle the environment affected by 
development through policies such as E2 
(conserving and enhancing the historic 
character and heritage assets),CF1 ( 
retention and replacement of community 
facilities) and NE1 (designating local green 
spaces, NE2 (mitigating and compensating 
for loss of wildlife value). 
 
There are no Air Quality Management Areas 
within or near to the Neighbourhood Area. 

1 (e) the relevance of the plan or 
programme for the implementation of 
Community legislation on the 
environment (e.g. plans and 
programmes linked to waste 
management or water protection)  

N The QNP is being produced to be in general 
conformity with the AVDLP and national 
policy. The plan has no relevance to the 
implementation of community legislation.  

2 (a) the probability, duration, frequency 
and reversibility of the effects  

N It is highly unlikely there will be any 
irreversible damaging environmental 
impacts associated with the QNP, it is 
intended to have a positive effect on 
sustainability. This is demonstrated through 
section 10 (Sustainable Development) and 
policies particularly T1 (providing sufficient 
car parking), T2 (promoting traffic 
management),  E2 (conserving and 
enhancing the historic character and 
heritage assets),CF1 ( retention and 
replacement of community facilities) and 
NE1 (designating local green spaces, NE2 
(mitigating and compensating for loss of 
wildlife value). 

2 (b) the cumulative nature of the 
effects  

N It is highly unlikely there will be any negative 
cumulative effects of the policies, rather it is 
likely it will have moderate positive effects. 
Any impact will be local in nature.  

2 (c) the trans boundary nature of the 
effects  

N Effects will be local with no expected 
impacts on neighbouring areas. 

2 (d) the risks to human health or the 
environment (e.g. due to accidents)  

N No risks have been identified.  

2 (e) the magnitude and spatial extent 
of the effects (geographical area and 
size of the population likely to be 
affected)  

N The Neighbourhood Area covers an area 
which is 2,201 ha and contains a population 
is of 1292 residents (2011 census). 

2 (f) the value and vulnerability of the 
area likely to be affected due to:  
(i) special natural characteristics or 
cultural heritage  
(ii) exceeded environmental quality 
standards  
(iii) intensive land-use  

N The QNP is unlikely to adversely affect the 
value and vulnerability of the area in relation 
to its natural or cultural heritage. If anything 
is will provide greater support to enhance 
the setting of heritage, heritage assets and 
green spaces. The key policies on these 
areas are E2 (conserving and enhancing 
the historic character and heritage 
assets),CF1 ( retention and replacement of 
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community facilities) and NE1 (designating 
local green spaces, NE2 (mitigating and 
compensating for loss of wildlife value). 
 
In addition it is not likely  that anything in the 
plan would be capable of overriding Local 
Plan policy and or national planning policy 
which provide protective policies to control 
the granting of consent for development 
proposals which are likely to have 
significant environmental effects. By their 
nature any proposals which are likely to 
come forward within the framework of this 
neighbourhood plan are of such a small 
scale that they would be unlikely to have a 
significant environmental impact. 
 
The QNP has specific policies to improve 
the design of development within as well as 
outside the Quainton Conservation Area 
(Policies E1 and E2 on design 
considerations both in and  beyond the 
Conservation Area). Therefore the plan 
should have a positive impact on the 
conservation and enhancement of the 
historic environment and the areas heritage 
assets.  
 
There are also specific policies (NE2) to 
protect trees and hedgerows, protect green 
spaces (NE1) and retain Community 
Facilities (CF1). 
 
The designations of Local Green Spaces 
which will have a positive effect 
environmentally and help protect the rural 
character of Quainton. 

2 (g) the effects on areas or landscapes 
which have a recognised national, 
community or international protection 
status  

N There are no such designations within the 
Neighbourhood area or close enough to be 
impacted. 

 
 

5.0 Screening Outcome 

 
5.1 Whilst the Quainton Neighbourhood Plan Referendum Version provides for a 

modest amount of sustainable development it also contains a number of 
policies to control environmental effects. When taken together (as is required by 
law) with relevant policies from the Local Plan3 policy and national planning 
policy, it is not considered that the plan would been likely to give rise to 
significant environmental effects. On this basis a Sustainability Appraisal to 

                                                           
3
 Adopted Aylesbury Vale District Local Plan 2004 and Draft Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan 2016 
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meet the requirements for Strategic Environmental Assessment is not 
considered to be needed . 

 

 APPENDIX – Responses from Statutory Consultees 
 
 

What follows are the responses received from the three statutory consultees – 
Natural England, The Environment Agency and Historic England.  A 28 day 
consultation period took place 22 September 2016 to 20 October 2016. 
Following receipt of the early Natural England response which did seek 
amendments incorporated in the final screening assessment, AVDC issued on 
7 October a revised SEA Screening including the text in blue on pages 6,7 and 
8 of this assessment. AVDC asked for any further comments on this screening 
by 20 October. None were received.  

 
 
 



  

Date: 29 September 2016 
Our ref: 196886 
 
 

 
Community Fulfilment 
Aylesbury Vale District Council 
The Gateway 
Gatehouse Road 
Aylesbury 
Buckinghamshire 
HP19 8FF 
 
BY EMAIL ONLY 
 

 
 Customer Services 
 Hornbeam House 
 Crewe Business Park 
 Electra Way 
 Crewe 
 Cheshire 
 CW1 6GJ 

 

   T  0300 060 3900 

   

 
Dear David Broadley 
 
Planning Consultation: Quainton Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 22/09/2016 
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural 
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations, 
thereby contributing to sustainable development.   
 
Natural England is a statutory consultee in neighbourhood planning and must be consulted on draft 
neighbourhood development plans by the Parish/Town Councils or Neighbourhood Forums where they 
consider our interests would be affected by the proposals made.   
 
In our review of the Quainton Neighbourhood Plan we see good protection for existing Green 
Infrastructure within and surrounding Quainton.  Strategic future Green Infrastructure areas have been 
identified as secondary local green spaces.  Adding to Green Infrastructure and providing connections 
between Green Infrastructure areas will aid in the adaptation to climate change. Natural England also 
supports the use of the Defra Biodiversity Impact Assessment Calculator in assessing development. 
 
Natural England would like to suggest three additions to Policy NE2 Natural Environment; 
 

“Proposals will be supported that:” 

 Use native plants in landscaping schemes for better nectar and seed sources for bees and 
birds. 

 Think about how lighting can be best managed to encourage wildlife, and allow dark corridors 
for bats around woodland. 

 Adding a green roof to new buildings when it is in keeping with the historic character of the 
parish. 

 
Other ideas can be found in the Green Infrastructure section in Annex 1. 
 
To the north of Quainton there is an area of Moderate quality Best and Most Versatile Agricultural 
Land. If you are assessing development in this area, you should seek to direct developers to areas of 
poorer quality agricultural land in preference to that of a higher quality in line with National Planning 
Policy Framework para 112.  For more information, see our publication Agricultural Land Classification: 
protecting the best and most versatile agricultural land1. 
 

                                                
1
 http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/35012  

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/35012
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/35012
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/35012


  

For clarification of any points in this letter, please contact Kirsty Macpherson at 
kirsty.macpherson@naturalengland.org.uk. If you would like to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
neighbourhood plan or other environmental planning for your community I would be happy to attend.  
 
We really value your feedback to help us improve the service we offer. We have attached a feedback 
form to this letter and welcome any comments you might have about our service.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Kirsty Macpherson 
 
Lead Adviser  
Sustainable Development and Regulation 
Thames Valley Team 



  

Annex 1 - Neighbourhood planning and the natural 
environment: information, issues and opportunities 

Natural Environment Information Sources 

The Magic2 website will provide you with much of the nationally held natural environment data for your plan 
area.  The most relevant layers for you to consider are: Agricultural Land Classification, Ancient Woodland, 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Local Nature Reserves, National Parks (England), National Trails, 
Priority Habitat Inventory, public rights of way (on the Ordnance Survey base map) and Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (including their impact risk zones).  Local environmental record centres may hold a range of 
additional information on the natural environment.  A list of local record centres is available here3.   

Priority habitats are those habitats of particular importance for nature conservation, and the list of them can be 
found here4.  Most of these will be mapped either as Sites of Special Scientific Interest, on the Magic website or 
as Local Wildlife Sites.  Your local planning authority should be able to supply you with the locations of Local 
Wildlife Sites.   

National Character Areas (NCAs) divide England into 159 distinct natural areas. Each character area is defined 
by a unique combination of landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity and cultural and economic activity. NCA 
profiles contain descriptions of the area and statements of environmental opportunity, which may be useful to 
inform proposals in your plan.  NCA information can be found here5. 

There may also be a local landscape character assessment covering your area.  This is a tool to help understand 
the character and local distinctiveness of the landscape and identify the features that give it a sense of place. It 
can help to inform, plan and manage change in the area.  Your local planning authority should be able to help 
you access these if you can’t find them online. 

If your neighbourhood planning area is within or adjacent to a National Park or Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB), the relevant National Park/AONB Management Plan for the area will set out useful information 
about the protected landscape.  You can access the plans on from the relevant National Park Authority or Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty website. 

General mapped information on soil types and Agricultural Land Classification is available (under ’landscape’) 
on the Magic6 website and also from the LandIS website7, which contains more information about obtaining soil 
data.   

Natural Environment Issues to Consider 

The National Planning Policy Framework8 sets out national planning policy on protecting and enhancing the 
natural environment. Planning Practice Guidance9 sets out supporting guidance. 

Your local planning authority should be able to provide you with further advice on the potential impacts of your 
plan or order on the natural environment and the need for any environmental assessments. 

 

Landscape  

                                                
2
 http://magic.defra.gov.uk/ 

3
 http://www.nbn-nfbr.org.uk/nfbr.php 

4
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiv

ersity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx  
5
 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making 

6
 http://magic.defra.gov.uk/ 

7
 http://www.landis.org.uk/index.cfm 

8
 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2  

9
 http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/natural-environment/ 

http://magic.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.geostore.com/environment-agency/WebStore?xml=environment-agency/xml/ogcDataDownload.xml
http://www.nbn-nfbr.org.uk/nfbr.php
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.landis.org.uk/index.cfm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/natural-environment/
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.nbn-nfbr.org.uk/nfbr.php
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.landis.org.uk/index.cfm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/natural-environment/


  

Your plans or orders may present opportunities to protect and enhance locally valued landscapes. You may 
want to consider identifying distinctive local landscape features or characteristics such as ponds, woodland or 
dry stone walls and think about how any new development proposals can respect and enhance local landscape 
character and distinctiveness.   

If you are proposing development within or close to a protected landscape (National Park or Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty) or other sensitive location, we recommend that you carry out a landscape 
assessment of the proposal.  Landscape assessments can help you to choose the most appropriate sites for 
development and help to avoid or minimise impacts of development on the landscape through careful siting, 
design and landscaping. 

Wildlife habitats 

Some proposals can have adverse impacts on designated wildlife sites or other priority habitats (listed here10), 
such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest or Ancient woodland11.  If there are likely to be any adverse impacts 
you’ll need to think about how such impacts can be avoided, mitigated or, as a last resort, compensated for. 

Priority and protected species 

You’ll also want to consider whether any proposals might affect priority species (listed here12) or protected 
species.  To help you do this, Natural England has produced advice here13 to help understand the impact of 
particular developments on protected species. 

 

Green Infrastructure, Improving Your Natural Environment. 

Your plan or order can offer exciting opportunities to enhance your local environment through inclusion of 
green infrastructure (GI). If you are setting out policies on new development or proposing sites for 
development, you may wish to consider identifying what environmental features you want to be retained or 
enhanced or new features you would like to see created as part of any new development.  Examples might 
include: 

 Providing a new footpath through the new development to link into existing rights of way. 

 Restoring a neglected hedgerow. 

 Creating a new pond as an attractive feature on the site. 

 Planting trees characteristic to the local area to make a positive contribution to the local landscape. 

 Using native plants in landscaping schemes for better nectar and seed sources for bees and birds. 

 Incorporating swift boxes or bat boxes into the design of new buildings. 

 Think about how lighting can be best managed to encourage wildlife. 

 Adding a green roof to new buildings. 
 

You may also want to consider enhancing your local area in other ways, for example by: 

 Setting out in your plan how you would like to implement elements of a wider Green Infrastructure 
Strategy (if one exists for the Wycombe District) in your community. 

 Assessing needs for accessible greenspace and setting out proposals to address any deficiencies or 
enhance provision. 

 Identifying green areas of particular importance for special protection through Local Green Space 
designation (see Planning Practice Guidance on this 14). 
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http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiv

ersity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx  
11

 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences  
12

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiv

ersity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx  
13

 https://www.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals  
14

 http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-

way-and-local-green-space/local-green-space-designation/  

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-local-green-space/local-green-space-designation/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-local-green-space/local-green-space-designation/
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-local-green-space/local-green-space-designation/


  

 Managing existing (and new) public spaces to be more wildlife friendly (e.g. by sowing wild flower strips 
in less used parts of parks, changing hedge cutting timings and frequency). 

 Planting additional street trees.  

 Identifying any improvements to the existing public right of way network, e.g. cutting back hedges, 
improving the surface, clearing litter or installing kissing gates) or extending the network to create 
missing links. 

 Restoring neglected environmental features (e.g. coppicing a prominent hedge that is in poor condition, 
or clearing away an eyesore). 

 



 

End 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David Broadley 
Aylesbury Vale District Council 
The Gateway 
Gatehouse Road 
Aylesbury 
Buckinghamshire 
HP19 8FF 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our ref: WA/2006/000227/SE-
07/SC1-L02 
Your ref:  
 
Date:  10 October 2016 
 
 

Dear Sir 
 
SEA Screening for Quainton Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Thank you for your emails dated 22 September 2016 and 7 October 2016 regarding a 
revised SEA screening assessment for the Quainton Neighbourhood Plan following the 
changes made to the plan during the examination process.   
 
You have advised that the main changes to the plan now allow for housing development 
adjacent the settlement boundary along Station Road, subject to meeting other policy 
criteria.   
 
We have reviewed the environmental constraints within this area and would not 
anticipate any significant effects arising as a result of these amendments. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Judith Johnson 
Sustainable Places team 
 
Direct dial 020 3025 9495 
e-mail planning-wallingford@environment-agency.gov.uk  
 
 
 
 

mailto:planning-wallingford@environment-agency.gov.uk


 
 

 

Historic England, Eastgate Court, 195-205 High Street, Guildford GU1 3EH 

Telephone 01483 25 2020  HistoricEngland.org.uk 

Please note that Historic England operates an access to information policy.  

Correspondence or information which you send us may therefore become publicly availabl e. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Mr David Broadley 
Senior Planning Officer (Forward Plans) 
Community Fulfilment 
Aylesbury Vale District Council 
The Gatehouse 
Gatehouse Road 
Aylesbury, HP19 8FF. 

Our ref:  
Your ref: 
 
Telephone 
Fax 

HD/P5132/01/PC4 
 
 
01483 252040 
 

13th October 2016 
 
Dear David, 
 
Quainton Neighbourhood Plan SEA Screening Opinion 
 
Thank you for your e-mails of 22nd September and 7th October and attached Screening 
Reports seeking the views of Historic England on your Council’s Quainton Neighbourhood 
Plan Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening Opinion. 
  
When consulted on your Screening Opinion last year we commented that although 
Quainton has a number of designated heritage assets such that there could be potential for 
significant effects on the historic environment, based on the information in your Opinion, 
particularly that the Plan does not allocate sites for development, Historic England agreed 
with your conclusion that the Quainton Neighbourhood Development Plan was unlikely to 
lead to any significant environmental effects and that, therefore, an SEA was not required 
for the Plan.  However, we asked to be informed should the nature of the Plan change from 
that set out in your Opinion as we may wish to review our position. 
 
We note that Policy HE1 of the Neighbourhood Plan has indeed been amended and now allows 
for housing development adjacent the settlement boundary along Station Road. Although 
you state in your e-mail that this is “subject to meeting other policy criteria”, we do not see 
this caveat actually in Policy HE1.  
 
However, with the principle that the Plan should be read as a whole, we consider that 
Policies E1 and E2 provide sufficient protection for any heritage assets there may be along 
Station Road (our records show no designated assets other than the Conservation Area and 
the grade II listed Station Road Farmhouse, but we do not know if there any non-designated 
assets). 
 
We therefore remain of the opinion that the Quainton Neighbourhood Plan, even as 
amended, is not likely to have any significant (historic) environmental effects and 
consequently we agree with the Council’s Opinion that SEA is not required. 
 
 



 
 

 

Historic England, Eastgate Court, 195-205 High Street, Guildford GU1 3EH 

Telephone 01483 25 2020  HistoricEngland.org.uk 

Please note that Historic England operates an access to information policy.  

Correspondence or information which you send us may therefore become publicly availabl e. 
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Thank you again for seeking the views of Historic England on this Screening Opinion. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Martin Small 
Principal Adviser, Historic Environment Planning  
(Bucks, Oxon, Berks, Hampshire, IoW, South Downs National Park and Chichester) 
 
E-mail: martin.small@historicengland.org.uk 

mailto:martin.small@historicengland.org.uk
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