Aylesbury Vale District Council
Community nomination in respect of
The Swan & Castle Public House, 52 Lower Street, Quainton
Notice under section 91 of the Localism Act 2011

1.

The Nomination
On 14 February 2014 Aylesbury Vale District Council received a nomination under
section 89 of the Localism Act 2011 (‘the Act’) to list The Swan & Castle Public House,
52 Lower Street, Quainton, Buckinghamshire HP22 4BJ as an asset of community
value. The nomination was made by “Keep the Swan as a Pub” an unincorporated
community group with at least 21 individuals who appear on the electoral roll. A copy of
the nomination is attached at Appendix 1 and plan showing the boundaries of the
nominated land is attached at Appendix 2.
A summary of the nomination is set out below:
(a)
(b)

(c)
(d)

(e)
(f)

2.

the property is located at 52 Lower Street, Quainton, Buckinghamshire HP22 4BJ
it comprises a former public house which is not currently used as a public house
and a car park which is subject to a planning application to erect two residential
dwellings thereon.
a copy of the title registered title indicates that the land is owned by West Star
Land LLP.
The Swan & Castle Public House used to host regular live music events, sports
competitions and pub quizzes. The Public House also provided meeting space for
local community sports teams. The pub was also used by local people to host
parties, beer festivals and barbeques
The Swan & Castle Public House closed in February/March 2013 and up until that
time the pub offered a wide variety of facilities which involved the community.
Although the pub is currently closed the nominating body assert that the
community’s wish is for it to reopen as a pub and the general public object to the
proposed development of the pub under planning reference 13/03384/AOP

The Law and Statutory Guidance
Under section 87 of the Act the Council must maintain a list of land of community value
in its area. A building or other land is of community value if in the Council’s opinion an
actual current use of the building or other land that is not ancillary use, furthers the
social wellbeing or social interests of the local community, and it is realistic to think that
there can continue to be non-ancillary use of the building or other land, which will further
(whether or not in the same way) the social wellbeing or social interests of the local
community.
Under section 89 the Council can only include land in its list of assets of community
value in response to a community nomination or where permitted by regulations. A
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community nomination in England can only be made by either a parish council in
respect of land within its area or by a person that is a voluntary or community body with
a local connection. Where a valid community nomination is made the Council must
consider it and must accept the nomination if the land is within its area and is of
community value
3.

Decision and Reasons
i)
Although the property comprising The Swan & Castle Public House, 52 Lower
Street, Quainton, Buckinghamshire HP22 4BJ lies within the administrative area
of Aylesbury Vale District and within the parish of Quainton.
ii)

“Keep the Swan as a Pub” are eligible under section 89(2) b) (i) to make a
community nomination in respect of The Swan & Castle Public House

iii)

The community nomination made by “Keep the Swan as a Pub” includes the
matters required under regulation 6 of the Assets of Community Value (England)
Regulations 2012

The Council DOES NOT ACCEPT the nomination by “Keep the Swan as a Pub” and will
not include The Swan & Castle Public House in its list of assets of community value.
The reasons for this decision are as follows:
(a) The property does not fall within a description of property which may not be listed
as specified in Schedule 1 of the Assets of Community Value (England)
Regulations 2012 (the Regulations)
(b) The Council considers that the current use of the property for office use does not
further the social wellbeing and social interests of the local community and that the
land and building therefore is not of community value
(c) On 7 February 2014 the building’s status was changed from A4 (Drinking
Establishment) to A2 (Financial & Professional Service). A Tenancy at Will was
granted on 7 February 2014 to Island Financial Strategy LLP to use the property
for an A2 use. Also the Local Authority’s Revenues & Benefits Section were
notified of the above change of use and the property has been registered from 7
February 2014 for Business Rates.
(d) In the circumstances the current use of the property does not further the social
wellbeing or social interests of the local community.

In the opinion of the Council it is not realistic to think that there is a time in the next five years
when the use of the building as an office would further the social wellbeing or social interests
of the local community.

4.

Next Steps
The Swan & Castle Public House will not be included in the list of assets of community
value maintained by the Council under section 87 of the Act. However The Swan &
Castle Public House will be shown on the List of Unsuccessful Nominations maintained
by the Council under Section 93 of the Act.
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In accordance with section 91 of the Act the Council will send this notice to:(a) the owner of the land
(b) the occupier of the land if the occupier is not the owner
(c) “Keep the Swan as a Pub” as the nominee body

5.

Additional Help
Further information about assets of community value is available from the website
http://mycommunityrights.org.uk/community-right-to-bid/ If you need any additional
support in relation to nominating Assets of Community Value you are advised to seek
independent legal advice.

Signed
Dated

15 April 2014
Head of Legal Services and Estates Services

3

