
VALP Proposed Submission Frequently 

Asked Questions 

During the consultation on the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan Proposed Submission, you may find 

it helpful to refer to the following frequently asked questions. 
 

Why do we need your involvement? 

Planning is inherently controversial because it affects everyone in all aspects of our lives: the 

places we live, work, use and travel through. It is therefore important that we have input from 

residents, businesses, community groups and organisations across the District, so everybody’s 

opinions can be taken into account by the Inspector when examining the Plan.  

 

Why do we need another consultation? 

Previous consultations were informal and the council could change the plan as needed. This 

stage is a formal one where comments go to an Inspector and he/she will determine whether the 

plan is ‘sound’ or not. The soundness of a plan is decided on three main points: fulfilling the legal 

requirements; complying with the Duty to Co-operate; and passing the four tests of soundness. 

These are defined below: 

 Legal requirement: the processes and documents which are legally required to be 

completed and submitted as part of the preparation of the Plan.  

 Duty to Co-operate: all relevant parties (e.g. the public, Neighbourhood Plan 

committees and surrounding district councils) must have been given adequate 

opportunity to influence the Plan and we must submit evidence to prove this, through the 

Statement of Compliance with the Duty to Co-operate.  

 Four tests of soundness: the content of the Plan must be ‘positively prepared’, 

‘justified’, ‘effective’ and ‘consistent with national policy’. 

More detailed definitions and guidance can be found in: 

 our consultation Guidance Note 

 the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2012) 

 the Planning Inspectorate guidance document Examining local plans: procedural practice 

 The National Planning Practice Guidance 

 

What is the online consultation platform? 

You may be aware that for this final consultation, we are choosing to use a new online platform 

where the public can submit their representations. We are inviting all consultees to create an 

account where they will be able to make online representations on the Proposed Submission 

Plan. 

 

  

https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/page_downloads/Guidance%20notes.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/examining-local-plans-procedural-practice
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-plans--2
https://aylesburyvaledc.jdi-consult.net/localplan/index.php


Why are we using an online consultation platform? 

The prescriptive nature of the online form ensures that representations are as relevant as 

possible to the consultation, which will subsequently aid the Inspector and the public examination 

process. The uniformity of format and ‘self-service’ nature of the online system will also allow the 

Council to process the responses for the Inspector in a more efficient manner.  

 

Is the online system the only way to comment? 

No. We have provided a representation form in downloadable and hard copy format which can 

be filled in and posted to us. We will also be accepting emailed and hand written letter 

representations. Anonymous representations or representations without contact details will not 

be accepted, as the Inspector will need a means of getting in touch with those who have made 

representations. 

 

Where are the consultation documents available? 

All consultation documents are available on our website.  The Proposed Submission Plan and 

key background publication documents are available in hard copy format at the council’s office at 

the Gateway in Aylesbury and libraries across the district have a copy of the plan. Hard copies 

can also be purchased from the council priced at £30 each, but the plan and supporting evidence 

is also available free of charge on a USB stick. More information can be found in the Statement 

of Availability.  

 

What happens afterwards?  

The consultation responses will be processed and reviewed by the Planning Policy team so that 

issues can be summarised for the Inspector and they will also form part of the evidence that will 

be submitted for independent public examination. The public examination of the Plan and all 

associated evidence will take place next year with the timetable set by the independent 

Inspector. 

 

VALP Timeline 2017/2018  

We hope that the Inspector’s report will be with us within 2018 and we will be able to adopt the 

plan before the end of 2018. However, once the Plan is submitted in January, the timeline after 

that is beyond our control. Usually an Inspector is appointed within two weeks of a plan being 

submitted and he/she will announce the timings for the public examination. Until the Inspector 

has determined whether the new local plan is sound or not its content will carry no weight in 

planning decisions. 

https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/page_downloads/Statement%20of%20Availability%20UPDATE%2002.11.17.pdf
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/page_downloads/Statement%20of%20Availability%20UPDATE%2002.11.17.pdf

