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Introduction

This management plan, produced by Aylesbury Vale District Council1
(AVDC) outlines the management and maintenance practices for
Vale Park located in Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire. The initial
management plan for the Park was compiled in 2004 and has been
updated annually since then. This plan is a working document and as
such will be reviewed and updated on an on-going basis.
The management plan includes proposed improvements of facilities,
structures, recreation, and the landscape as part of a master plan for
the site. The aim is to create a modern park that is suited to the
needs of a growing town and to retain Green Flag2 status following
successful applications in 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014
and 2015.
Vale Park is a valuable leisure resource that needs to be managed
with great commitment and also great sensitivity. The purpose of this
plan is to provide a guiding document that enables the Council’s
Community Spaces team, contractors, stakeholders, and residents to
understand the significance of the park and the objectives of work
and activities carried out within the Park.
With a 150 year history of providing leisure for the area, Vale Park is one of the most important green
spaces in Aylesbury and is being continually improved to meet the needs of a growing and changing
community. Originally designed by Borough Engineer, William Harold Taylor, although heavily based on a
design by Thomas Mawson and Son3. Vale Park was formally opened on 1 July 1937. An overview of the
historical context of the Park can be found in Appendix 1.
The first phase of changes to the site commenced in 2001 with major investment to replace the tired open
air pool complex with the existing Aqua Vale Leisure Centre. Aqua Vale has played a major part in kick
starting the Park’s regeneration and drawing an average of 500,000 people from the wider district into the
Leisure Centre, consequently providing a potential increase in user numbers for the Park and town.
In 2005 and 2006 funding of approximately £700,000 was secured from the Communities and Local
Government Department and other sources to provide; children’s play area, bowls green, tennis courts,
football and basketball court, teen play equipment and sheltered seating.
2015 saw the replacement of the previous metal ramped skate park with a sprayed concrete version, much
to the appreciation of its users, some of which had input into the overall design.
Apart from the bowls green, which was replaced with 2 hireable ‘3G’ synthetic football pitches in 2014,
these facilities are provided to use free of charge. This has brought the Park back as a popular destination
for play, sports, and informal recreation for the local and wider community regardless of their financial
status.

1

URL: http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
URL: http://greenflagaward.org/Default.aspx
3
More information: Waymark, Janet (2009), Thomas Mawson: life, gardens and landscapes, London: Frances
Lincoln, ISBN 978-0-7112-2595-4
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This document is set out to include location information and the eight themes of the Green Flag Award field
assessment criteria including:









A Welcoming Place
Healthy, Safe and Secure
Clean and Well maintained
Sustainability
Conservation and heritage
Community involvement
Marketing
Management

Within each of the above sections information is provided regarding the current situation, and where
applicable proposed improvements. All proposals are covered in an action plan included on page 35 of this
document.

2

Location

Vale Park is the principal recreation and amenity public space in the Aylesbury Central Ward, an area with
a relatively small local residential catchment of 2,720 people. The Park is situated off the main High Street
and covers approximately 4 hectares; it is within five minutes walk of Aylesbury train and bus stations, town
centre, and Aylesbury old town. Figures 1 and 2 on pages 4 & 5 include a location map and site layout
plan.
Given its close proximity to the town centre, University, shops and residential dwellings, plus Aqua Vale
Leisure Centre located within the Park, it attracts a wide variety of local and district wide users. The
population of Aylesbury Vale has risen by 5.1% since 2001 to 174,100 in 2011 (Census 2011) making it the
third largest district in the country, Aylesbury alone has a population of approximately 65,500. As
residential developments in and around the town continue to grow it is expected that the number of Park
users will also rise which may lead to additional needs in terms of the amount and range of leisure
provision.
The management and development of the park is influenced by factors affecting the town and the wider
district, Strategic, Legal and Planning information is provided in Appendix 2.
Working in partnership with Buckinghamshire County Council, AVDC have produced a set of demographic
ward profiles for Aylesbury Vale, known as ‘A Classification of Residential Neighborhoods’4 (ACORN).
Aylesbury Central Ward is available in Appendix 3. This information provides an understanding of the area
and helps the council to guide future developments in the Park with respect to the amount and type of
provision.

4

URL: http://www.buckinghamshirepartnership.co.uk/partnership/BSP/partners/profiles.page
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Figure 1: Location map

Nearest Postcode: HP20 1DX
4
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Figure 2: Site plan including location of activities and facilities 2015
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Figure 3: Map of Landscape Character Areas
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3

A Welcoming Place

Aim
The Park will be a welcoming place, creating a positive and inviting park for all ages and abilities
Objectives








To ensure access for all
To create an open and welcoming park
Strengthen the links between the Park and town centre
Encourage a greater interest in and understanding of
the heritage
To encourage more people to come to the Park
To encourage events that will aim to attract the whole
community
To provide a range of facilities which are attractive and
meet the needs of the local community.

Parks can contribute in a significant way to the social, economic and environmental factors that influence
quality of life in the community. A park that is well maintained and attractive can bring major benefits to the
economy of a town by attracting business to the area, strengthening housing demand and prompting
tourism.
Vale Park creates a green gateway to the town centre from the High Street and Park Street approaches
and is a significant feature in the landscape of the area, especially the centre of the town. The park has 5
distinct character areas that cater for different user needs and these have been defined on the plan
provided on the previous page. Having a good range of character areas in a relatively small park goes
some way to meeting most users’ needs, consequently welcoming and encouraging them to use the park.
Connectivity and Access
There is a system of generally level and gently sloping paths which provide for reasonable circulation and a
through-route to and from the town centre. The Park can be accessed by pedestrians at three entrances off
the High Street, one entrance by the Skate Park, and two entrances off Park Street. The Park Street
entrance provides one separate vehicular access to the Aqua Vale (pay & display) car park and another
pedestrian only entrance. Of the three entrances along the High Street one provides separate vehicular
access controlled by an internal vehicular barrier and bollards.
A new entrance and avenue were installed in 2009 leading off the High Street; this open access is more
visible from the town centre, consequently strengthening the link between the town and Park. Steps and a
slope are available at the middle entrance off High Street with a slight slope at the southern High Street
vehicular entrance. For users coming from the car park, a ramp and steps are provided as well as level
access near the children’s play area which links to the Bearbrook footpath. The park can also be accessed
from Lovers Walk; this is a Bucks County Council Right of Way (AYL/26/1) which runs alongside the park
and down the back of the retail park.
Entrance improvements are planned in 2016 to the Park Street and High Street pedestrian entrances.
Access to the site from the town centre and local housing is via a system of busy roads but there are
pedestrian crossings and a subway under Vale Park Drive. The road infrastructure is set to improve under
the County Councils transport hub project which aims to improve movement around Aylesbury for all,
including pedestrians.
The following sub sections provide information about each character area and how these have been
developed and proposals for future improvements.
7
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3.1 Character Area 1 – Formal Garden
The main access point from the High Street leads to a formal
garden layout; this was laid out and planted in spring 2010.
The layout aims to provide good pedestrian circulation while
creating a series of smaller spaces for different user groups.
The layout of the beds and hedge rows creates inviting views
from the High Street and adjacent Lovers Walk.
In the interests of sustainability the planting consists of
herbaceous perennials and shrubs that do not require the level
of resources of annual winter and summer bedding displays.
This area adds a new feel to the park while retaining some of
its original heritage features such as the water fountain (known
as the Sherriff Fountain) and row of Black Poplars leading towards the toilets. During April 2012 the original
1930s High Street railings and gates were stripped back and repainted in a shade of green that most
closely matched their original colour.
The herbaceous beds provide a robust and low maintenance perennial planting scheme that produce good
summer colour, while also providing some autumn and winter interest. The beds are inter planted within a
framework of Hornbeam hedging which provide low level screening creating ‘rooms’ for visitors to sit in
during the summer months. To produce high impact many of the plants are laid out in blocks using just 17
varieties and a total of 1,850 plants. The plants are also tolerant of saturated ground as the site is within a
flood zone.
The varieties planted includes: Alchemilla mollis, Astilbe chinensis 'Pumila', Calamagrostis x acutiflora 'Karl
Foerster', Cornus 'Midwinter fire', Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’, Dryopteris filix-mas, Geranium ‘Johnsons Blue’,
Geranium macrorrhizum, Geranium x cantabrigiense 'Cambridge', Hemerocallis rajah (red), Panicum
virgatum 'Rehbraun', Persicaria affinis 'Superba', Phalaris arundinacea 'Feesey' , Polystichum setiferum,
Rosa 'Fru Dagmar Hastrup', Sanguisorba officinalis 'Red Thunder', Thalictrum delavayi 'Hewitt's Double'.
Vale Park was visited by the RHS Chiltern & Thames in Bloom judges in 2014 as part of the Britain in
Bloom campaign which is overseen by Aylesbury Town Council. AVDC officers assisted with a walk
through the park to discuss plantings. Aylesbury was awarded the Silver Gilt medal and the Regional
Award for “Best Horticulture”.
Actions:
 Improve grass areas by removing voids
 Continue to monitor the narrow access routes between planted beds and if required consider
surfacing
 Secure funding to implement the art project of ‘Willow Screens’. These relate back to the site history
of osier beds provided for the production of willow to make baskets. See Appendix 5.
 Continue the pollarding of the existing Black Poplar Trees
 High Street entrance improvements to middle stepped entrance, restore current features.

8
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3.2 Character Area 2 – Wildlife Area
Given Vale Park is a more formal town centre park, the opportunities for specific biodiversity measures are
limited. The primary area of management for biodiversity is the fringe of wildflowers and grasses that are
encouraged along the Bearbrook. This is managed by cutting and clearing twice per annum to preserve
species diversity. Wildflowers have been extensively planted by volunteers in this area, including ox-eye
daisies, lesser knapweed and cowslips. Volunteers along with the Biodiversity Officer will look to install bat
boxes during 2016.
The park is noted for its numerous native Black Poplars which are managed through sensitive pollarding
regimes. Many of these run alongside the Bearbrook and adjacent footpath which had its surfacing
improved in July 2013. Additional Black Poplar planting is planned alongside the Bearbrook increasing its
number within the park. This is the rarest native tree in the country and its national stronghold is Aylesbury
Vale. Further information is provided on page 24.
This area was identified for biodiversity enhancements given it’s proximity to the brook and relatively
undisturbed nature. Despite having limited biodiversity value it does provide the opportunity to promote
biodiversity within the urban setting and provide users with ideas which they may opt to employ in their own
gardens.
The Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Local Biodiversity Action Plan5 (BAP) identified objectives for
priority habitats and species in Buckinghamshire. These Principles are accepted by the Council. Particular
action points for urban habitats include:




Introduce conservation management regimes to public open spaces and parks where appropriate,
for example habitat sensitive grass cutting and tree planting.
Promote sensitive management of and a reduction in pollution of watercourses and adjacent land.
Identify and enhance a network of wildlife corridors through urban areas, including links to the wider
countryside and protect them through the planning process.

The Bearbrook and the Grand Union Canal provide good links from Vale Park out to Aylesbury’s Linear
Park and beyond to the wider open countryside.
Actions:
 Install bat boxes
 Review wildlife and planting areas and how they can be further enhanced to promote biodiversity to
park users
 Install information boards including information about links to other parks, open spaces via our
green corridors
 Consider improving access, aesthetic and biodiversity of the Bearbrook to make it safer and more
visible within the park
 Improve Park Street pedestrian entrance and clear vegetation along bank making more of a feature
of the Bearbrook

5

URL: http://www.buckinghamshirepartnership.co.uk/partnership/bmkbp/biodiversity_action_plan.page
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3.3 Character Area 3 – Formal and Informal Recreation Space
Apart from the wildflower area all other grass areas are mown 32 times per year and used for informal
recreation. Prior to 2009 the central area of the Park was dominated by 7 macadam tennis courts. These
were removed in 2009 and the area put back to grass. This opened up the central area of the Park and
provided much needed space for informal recreation and offered extra space for events to be held. Since
the removal of the tennis courts (and during wetter months) the western area of this character area suffers
from excessive standing water which we are committed to find a solution to (see p22).
There is a variety of trees throughout this character area as well as a group of shrub beds originating from
the 1930s layout. Many of the species within these beds are listed within the planning list drawn up by
Thomas Mawson & Son. Many are still present including holly, lilac, flowering currant, and berberis. The
shrub beds now contain a mix of traditional shrubs under-planted with spring-flowering bulbs, snowdrops,
daffodils and wood anemones. New shrub species were planted in 2010 and include Acer palmatum var.
dissectum ‘Garnet’, Fatsia japonica, Phormium tenax ‘Sundowner’ and Rosa ‘Fru Dagmar Hastrup.
The play area is situated near to the car park and easily accessed from the Park Street entrance and from
the footpath leading from Aqua Vale. The children’s play area was installed in November 2005, funded by
the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister. It contains a range of play equipment produced by ‘Kompan’,
designed for ages 2-12 and installed over a wet pour safety surface. Given it’s proximity to the car park the
area is fenced and gated. It is expected that the play area will require replacement around 2020 and at this
time a new design will be considered rather than replace like for like.
In addition to the play area inspections as part of the Council’s horticulture and street cleansing contract, an
annual audit of play areas is carried out by The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents6 (RoSPA).
This covers access and play value assessments, both have scored as excellent for the play area and the
teenage equipment (in character area 5). A copy of the report can be found in Appendix 6
The Axis Sculpture
In 2001 The Axis Sculpture was installed in the Park, it’s approximately 7 metres tall
and constructed from stainless steel and is sited in the area between the tennis
courts and the 3G football pitches. The work was commissioned by Aylesbury Vale
Arts Council as one of the Millennium Projects; it was designed by an artist called
Robert Kilvington and children from Ashmead School in Aylesbury. The artist worked
in residence at the school during the commission where he introduced the young
people to some of the ideas behind public art. After visits to the park, children
explored themes through artwork; sketching and model sculpture making, a theme
that came strongly out of this work was water. The final work of art was developed
from this theme and plays upon the angle of flow and light which water can be
capable of.
‘The sculpture comprises of twelve intersecting stainless steel tubes creating an uplifting piece like
a water fountain surging skywards. As the viewer moves around the sculpture it changes form as
the tubes disappear and then reappear into view. The two halves of the sculpture intersect in the
middle creating an archway big enough to walk through.’ Robert Kilvington
Following the official adoption of the Council’s Public Art Strategy in 2009, a Public Art Steering Group has
been set up and proposals for public art will be considered by this group.
Actions:
 Look to replace/relocate play area in 2020
 High Street entrance access improvements by toilet block
 Provide additional benches and seating/picnic area.
 Continue to vertidrain and sand main grass area to help with drainage and levelling of site
6

URL: http://www.rospa.com
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3.4 Character Area 4 – Swimming and Fitness
Aqua Vale
The Aqua Vale Leisure Centre7 dominates this area of
the park. The Centre is used intensively throughout the
year for swimming and gym use.
Grounds Maintenance for Aqua Vale is included in the
joint external grounds maintenance contract and
standards for the centre should be the same as that of
the wider Park.
Autumn 2012 saw the refurbishment of Aqua Vale
Swimming & Fitness Centre. As part of significant
improvements the centre underwent a £5.8m
refurbishment, with work completed on extending the fitness suite, wet side changing village, water flumes,
outdoor pool, car park and cafe. The purpose of all this work was to try and engage with the local
community and open the facility to as many residents and community groups as possible, providing a larger
fitness suite and improved swimming pool facilities that will have a positive impact on community
participation by increasing opportunities for a wider range of health and fitness related activities. The cafe
area has been relocated to the front of the building, where you can enjoy refreshments after your activity
whilst over looking the Vale Park and outdoor pool.
A new leisure management contract commenced on 1 April 2013 with Sports and Leisure Management
(SLM) who are a national leisure provider and they operate under their brand Everyone Active. SLM will
instigate a new monitoring and management framework with a greater emphasis placed on self monitoring
and recording, although the Authority will have direct access to the reporting system through an internet
portal on a read only basis. Contact between the two parties should remain similar to that current by
holding monthly contract performance meetings and at least one formal inspection of the facilities per
month, this is complimented with other ad hoc contact in relation to usual operations of the centre.
Everyone Active hosted an Open Day on 20 April 2013 at the Aqua Vale which included the formal opening
of the gym with new state of the art equipment, by the AVDC Chairman, complimented by six 2012
Olympians. The finale of the event was a workshop with the Olympians for 150 local children in the
competition pool, being taught synchronized swimming and water polo, whilst some had the opportunity to
race over 25m against Jo Jackson, world record holder for 400m freestyle.
The Aqua Vale car park is situated in the Eastern sector of the Park near Park Street and offers disabled
parking. The car park is managed via a pay and display payment method and checked by AVDC car park
officers. Although primarily for users of the leisure centre the car park can be used by any persons as long
as a valid ticket is displayed. This area also offers bike stands for people cycling to the park.
The Aqua Vale continues to go from strength to strength and has now over 3,000 health and fitness
members in total and 1,300 people on the swim programme per week. Not only has the patronage grown
but so too has the variety of services provided. The most recent being the redevelopment of the former
bowls green into two ‘3G’ synthetic football pitches.

7

URL: http://www.everyoneactive.com/centre/aqua-vale-swimming-and-fitness-centre/
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3.5 Character Area 5 – Sports and Play
Access to this area is from Lovers Walk and from the main entrance off the High Street along the path
adjacent to the formal garden. It contains a skate park, MUGA, teen equipment, seating, two tennis courts
and two 3G 5-a-side football pitches. The tennis courts, MUGA and 3G 5-a-side football pitches are
bounded by 3 metre high ball rebound fencing. Bicycle racks have been added to the side of the MUGA to
encourage people to cycle to the park.
Phase 2 of the park redevelopment during summer 2006 focused on sports provision; providing new tennis
courts, Bowling Green, football & basketball courts and teen play equipment. All works were funded by a
Communities and Local Government grant and Section 106 developer contributions from nearby residential
developments.
The bowls green was originally open from May to
September each year to members of the public to use
free of charge. This was reviewed in 2013/2014 with
regards to usage and demand and the decision was
made to convert the bowls green into two 5-a-side
synthetic football pitches. The project was funded by
developer contributions and is managed and maintained
by Everyone Active at the adjoining Aqua Vale Leisure
Centre. This decision was made for a number of
reasons including; the bowls green not being used for 5
months of the year, no club being associated with it,
only occasional casual games being played by a
relatively low number of individuals and the on-going
maintenance costs required for such a facility in the
midst of the current government funding cuts.
The new skate park was completed in 2015. The
£150,000 project is on the same site as the previous
facility, which was in need of modernisation, and has
been built from in-situ sprayed concrete, providing an
improved riding surface with lower maintenance costs.
Funding was provided by developers and the design
was produced with the help of a focus group made up of
the local skate park community.
The Park remains an important destination site for Aylesbury residents, providing space for informal and
formal recreation. In an attempt to remove barriers and encourage greater participation in active recreation,
all facilities are provided free of charge apart from the synthetic football pitches, which can be booked from
the Aqua Vale Leisure Centre.
Actions:
 Improve worn surface around skate park
 Installation of litter/recycling bins by skate park
 Installation of seating areas by skate park
 Improvements to teen fitness area
 Consider outdoor table tennis provision
 Install linking footpath from teen fitness area to Lovers Walk footpath
 Consider lighting the skate park to extend usability.

12
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4 Healthy, Safe and Secure
Aim
The park will be healthy, safe and secure for all members of the community

Objectives







To ensure that all Park users feel safe and
secure
To actively engage with the public and
encourage acceptable behaviour
To ensure that health and safety is managed by
AVDC
To ensure that the external contractors are
managing health and safety relevant to them
To encourage greater use of the Park in the
evenings and as a route to the town centre
To reduce any health and safety risks

Health and Safety
Aylesbury Vale District Council has a comprehensive health and safety policy, distributed to all services
and is designed to ensure that the council meets its legal duties. The information contained includes: The
Health and Safety Policy, Health and Safety Procedures including who is responsible for what, Supporting
information and guidance, Generic risk assessments and Fire risk assessments. Relevant parts of the
policy are included in the maintenance contracts and are monitored by officers. Contractors have their own
health and safety policies.
Aylesbury Vale District Council aims to create a sense of security for visitors to the park. The park ideally
should always feel secure for members of the community to use.
The site is visited daily by the Community Spaces Team’s contractors who carry out bin emptying and
opening and cleaning of the public toilets. All park facilities are regularly inspected by Council officers and
grounds maintenance staff to ensure that they are safe to use.
Play equipment is checked weekly as part of the grounds maintenance contract. An independent
assessment of the play equipment is carried out by ROSPA every year and any actions identified are
implemented by the Contract Monitoring Team. An example of the ROSPA safety report for 2015 can be
found in Appendix 7.
A site specific Risk Assessment was carried out by RoSPA in 2013 which identified a number of low risk
areas within the park, some with recommended actions which have either been implemented or which form
part of future planned maintenance works.
Health and Safety policies for the Park are available for its different activities, e.g. maintenance, events,
construction, tree works. These are updated by the officer in charge of the given area. Any concerns or
incidents are directed to AVDC’s Health and Safety Officer.
Risk assessments/Method statements for all items in the new joint contract are in place and available
electronically from the contractors; this includes litter picking, grass cutting operations and various other
operations throughout the park.
Where community groups such as Vale Countryside Volunteers are involved in practical works in the Park,
these are subject to specific risk assessment and volunteers are managed accordingly.

13
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The park remains open to pedestrians throughout the year. Vale Park is part of the Environment Agency
Flood retention zone and areas of the park regularly flood (see page 22) restricting access in certain areas,
warning signs are erected when necessary.
Community Safety
A programme of activities will seek to encourage positive behaviour in public places and to provide a
positive means of addressing the link between a lack of activities for the teenage group and anti-social
behaviour. The provision of facilities for 13-19 year olds is supported by the Thames Valley Police.
Through phases 1 and 2 facilities have been provided for children and young people, and the current
master plan seeks to provide future activities to encourage greater use of the Park by all users. This
supports the Community Safety Strategy8 which includes targets to reduce crime and anti-social behaviour.
Any future facilities would only be implemented following a thorough consultation process with young
people and local residents. This would be achieved through consultation with schools, clubs, resident
association groups and park users.
The Master Plan has been developed with the support of the Thames Valley Police. A site visit was held in
2005 with Michael Clare and David Price, Design Advisors from the Thames Valley Police and their
recommendations have been built into the current facilities and future aspirations of the Park. Regular
PCSO foot patrols occur frequently in the park where they can meet park users and discuss any issues or
questions they might have.
Any anti social behaviour is recorded by Community Spaces Officers and passed to the Communities
Department; serious incidents are reported to Thames Valley Police. No drink zones were established in
the park in July 2008 as well as across all AVDC Parks and open spaces. AVDC was experiencing alcohol
related anti social behaviour on some of the public open spaces within the town. After consulting the Police
the authority decided to apply for an ‘Alcohol Consumption in Designated Public Places Order’ for all the
large public open spaces. The decision was taken to include all large open spaces within the town as this
would stop the anti social behaviour migrating to other areas that were not included in the Order. This
Order gives the Police the power to confiscate any alcohol if it is associated with anti social behaviour. The
town centre was awarded the Purple Flag accreditation again in 2015.
A copy of the park’s Bylaws can be found in Appendix 4.
Lighting
Lighting was introduced along the main pedestrian routes to create a safe environment in April 2013. LED
lanterns were used to light the routes as they reduce night sky light pollution and are more energy efficient
than conventional light units. The lights will be dimmed at off-peak periods to reduce carbon emissions.
AVDC worked with Buckinghamshire County Council to deliver the new lighting scheme. Lighting already
existed within the Aqua Vale car park vicinity.
Actions:
 Improve natural surveillance along Lovers Walk by continuing to thin out vegetation in balancing
pond area
 Continue to monitor the annual RoSPA Play assessment and ensure that recommendations are
addressed
 Continue to monitor the RoSPA Open Space risk assessments and ensure that recommendations
are addressed

8

URL: http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/community-safety-partnership-news-and-events
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5 Clean and Well maintained
Aim
The park will be clean and well maintained through the management
of the external contracts and review of specifications to ensure high
quality is achieved
Objectives
 To reduce the amount of litter left on the ground
 To reduce vandalism
 To ensure that the park, its infrastructure and its facilities are managed to a high
standard.
 To reduce incidents of dog fouling
 To ensure consistent, high quality maintenance across the whole site
The Park is cleaned, litter picked and litter bins emptied by the contractor daily. This includes the inspection
of the Brook; build up of accumulative litter and waste is reported to the Environment Agency who will then
programme works for removal.
The litter specification for the park includes the sweeping of all access ways, roadways, parking areas,
footways, and other hard surfaced areas frequented by pedestrians. Removal of litter from all grass
surfaces and shrub beds is included. Weeds growing on hard surfaced areas are also treated as litter. The
contractors should maintain the required standard of cleanliness throughout the contract year. The park will
have greater level of usage both in particular areas and on a seasonal basis, especially during the summer
months, the contractors ensure that their working arrangements take into account factors that give rise to
requirement and should apply more resources or higher frequencies at particular times. Litter picking within
the 3G synthetic pitches is carried out by the Leisure Centre operatives.
All graffiti which is obscene in its nature is removed by our grounds maintenance operatives with almost
immediate effect. Minor graffiti such as marker pen tagging is usually cleaned within 24hrs.
Dog fouling is monitored by the joint grounds maintenance contractors. From April 2013 dog bin emptying
has been part of the joint contract and will be emptied once a week in the winter, twice a week in the
summer and whenever necessary. The number of dog waste bins is sufficient for the size of the Park and
no issues have been raised by contractors who empty the bins.
Rat baiting stations are monitored monthly.
Grounds Maintenance
The Park is maintained through a joint external grounds maintenance contract, currently with Sita UK9 and
John O’Conner Grounds Maintenance Ltd, (JOC)10. The contract officially commenced on Monday, 21
January, 2013, and will run until 2020.
The new integrated contract arrangement will see the council make annual savings of around £180,000
while delivering improved, more efficient services for local residents. In addition to these savings, the
council has also managed to secure additional value through funded apprenticeships and work experience
placements, ‘Envirocrime’ campaigns in schools, and the provision of innovative information technology
systems to monitor the standards of cleanliness and grounds maintenance.
The Community Spaces Team oversees the Park and monitors the delivery of the contract specification,
condition of infrastructure and liaises with the grounds maintenance contractor. This is achieved by the
9

URL: http://www.sita.co.uk/
URL: http://www.johnoconner.co.uk/

10
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implementation of weekly combined inspections being carried out between AVDC and the grounds
maintenance supervisor along with the grounds maintenance operative recording tasks to be undertaken
on specific days/weeks/months of the year.
Inspections of the park are recorded digitally and include comments on cleanliness, works completed,
works not completed, and the standard of maintenance.
Fortnightly meetings between the Community Spaces Manager and the Contract Manager of Sita UK and
John O’Conner’s Ltd raise awareness of any potential management issues and give the opportunity for
both parties to pass on information that may affect the upkeep of the Park, e.g. upcoming events, capital
projects, etc. If the specification is not met, this is raised formally through the contractor’s internet based
customer care system. Where action is not taken or breaches of contract occur, AVDC can issue a default
with financial penalties.
The new joint Street Cleansing and Horticulture contract is performing well with 99% of the contract being
delivered. We are now reviewing the ways in which we monitor and manage the contract to ensure it’s as
efficient as possible. Since April 2013 a new Unibase online system has been adopted which allows both
the contractor and AVDC to share information in real time. This allows for Variation Orders (VO’s),
inspection monitoring of the play areas and customer care issues.
Horticultural correct methods are applied by the grounds maintenance staff and John O’Conner encourages
all staff to undertake training qualifications.
All contractor machinery engaged in park maintenance must be correctly maintained and have safety
guards in place. All contract personnel are trained in the safe operation of equipment before being
permitted to use it. They are provided with, and must wear, personal protective equipment. The
implementation of this requirement is monitored by the AVDC Community Spaces Team.
Fuels are stored off site, in a safe place and bunded to avoid leakage. We try to keep park vehicle
movement to a minimum, all access points are gated and locked.
All grounds maintenance staff working within the park are easily identifiable wearing fluorescent orange
outfits.
The main maintenance features in the park are –









Grass Cutting: The grass is currently mown 32 times per annum and if required during the winter
months. All arising’s are scattered and as the frequency of operations is high there is
minimal build-up of grass cuttings. The Park also has two small grassed areas which are box mown
with the arising removed. These areas are adjacent to the underpass and within the borders of the
3G football pitches. Grass verges under BCC Highways ownership at the entrance into Vale
Park/Aqua Vale car park are also maintained by AVDC.
Herbaceous border maintenance: Weeding, edging and pruning operations are carried out
monthly as required. With the addition of a woodchip based mulch the maintenance of these beds is
further reduced.
Conservation grass cutting: The conservation grass cut is carried out twice per annum in
June/July and September/October. The arising’s removed from site and thistles docs etc. are
removed as and when required. The management of the wildflower areas is guided by the Councils
Biodiversity Officer.
Tennis Courts: The courts are inspected and swept on a daily basis with lines painted annually and
repairs carried out as and when required.
Balancing pond: The balancing pond having recently been renovated to improve visibility into the
park is maintained and coppiced on a three year cycle. The grasses of the banks leading to the
pond are mown 6 times per annum as low maintenance.
Hedges in the formal garden: These are cut 3 times a year to produce a clean cut finish in
keeping with the formal garden.
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Litter Picking: The Park is litter picked daily, and at higher frequencies during seasonal periods.
Play Areas (including skate park, teen area and MUGA): Inspected weekly by contractor and
cleansed daily, cleansing involves wiping down all equipment and litter picking.
Trees: Inspected by the Councils Tree Officers on a regular programme; new tree planting projects
are identified by Tree Officers in consultation with the Community Spaces Team. Further detail is
provided under the ‘Conservation & Heritage’ section.

More information about the joint contract can be found on the John O’Conner microsite, this shows details
of the management team, contact details, services provided, achievements, community involvement and
sustainability. Please visit - http://www.johnoconner.co.uk/our-clients/aylesbury-vale-district-council
The horticultural operations and Maintenance Regimes carried out at Vale Park by the Council’s contractor
are shown in more detail in Appendix 8.
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Figure 4: Vale Park Maintenance Operations Plan
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Seating Areas and Bins
As part of the installation of the new entrance and avenue, timber slatted benches with coordinating litter
bins were installed. These match those used by Bucks County Council on the Town’s transport hub. The
benches and bins are also cleaned on a weekly basis and litter picked daily during the winter and twice
daily during the summer. The park has 12 benches and 7 bins within the main park, provision of these will
continue to be monitored. Commemorative bench and tree applications are forwarded to the Community
Spaces Team who will consider suitable sites in the context of the character of the park.
Buildings and other infrastructure
The public conveniences located at the far corner of the Park near the High Street date back to 1937 when
the park was created and are part of the original design. These are maintained on a daily basis and the
facilities are monitored by the Community Spaces Team who manages the cleaning contract for all public
conveniences under AVDC’s responsibility. Normal opening hours are from 7:30am to 7:30pm. Opening
hours change throughout the winter months.
Building maintenance for the toilets and bowls hut within the park is the responsibility of AVDC’s Property
Services Team. They manage the maintenance contracts that are attached to them. Initial Facilities
Services Ltd. took over from Domino Building Services in April 2013 achieving annual savings and are
contracted to carry out repairs as required. Green Flow maintains the Urinal water savers.
A new leisure management contract for Aqua Vale commenced on 1 April 2013 with Sports and Leisure
Management (SLM) who are a national leisure provider and they operate under their brand Everyone
Active.
Building

Owner

Lease

Management

Aqua Vale

AVDC

No

Routine Maintenance

Toilets

AVDC

No

Routine Maintenance

Old Bowls Hut

AVDC

No

Routine Maintenance

Actions:
 Continue to review ways in which we monitor and manage the contract to ensure it’s efficient as
possible
 Programme in the removal of rubbish and debris from brook (if required)
 Review current toilet block functionality and sustainability
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6 Sustainability
Aim
The park will be managed and maintained using environmental best practice and demonstrate that
informed choices have been made and are regularly reviewed.
Objectives
 Pesticide use should be reduced and used only
when absolutely necessary and justified
 To avoid where possible the use of horticultural
peat
 Green waste arising from the Park should be
recycled
 To reduce the carbon footprint of the Park
 To reduce water consumption
 To encourage wildlife to the Park
 To encourage the use of sustainable planting
schemes
The new joint contract partnership provides savings over what were previously two separate contracts by
more efficient use of vehicles, machinery, staff, admin and other resources. The main challenge was the
integration of the two contracts and merging of two previously separate AVDC teams, however the outcome
has been increased efficiency and year on year savings for the Council. The joint contract operates to ISO
standards for Environmental Management (ISO 14001) and Quality Management (ISO 9001). The Council
and the contractors are continually trying to find ways of reducing their carbon emissions.
Aqua Vale has also successfully achieved ISO accreditation for environmental best practise & H&S best
practise.10 sites have undertaken the accreditation within the operator portfolio, with the Aqua Vale being
one of the first.
Use of perennial planting – all annual bedding has been removed from the park and replaced with
herbaceous planting to reduce costs and resources required by the previous annual bedding displays.
Grass clippings are not collected, this eliminates the need to transport to a composting facility and puts
nutrients back in to the ground, as opposed to requiring fertiliser.
The grass in character area 2 is managed as a wildlife area and is cut and cleared twice a year.
Demands for lighting through the park were met using LED units to reduce energy requirements.
Materials and Resources
All green waste material is taken off site and disposed of by the contractor. The material is screened once
per annum and recycled into woodchip mulch and used on beds within Aylesbury Vale, including beds in
Vale Park.
Water use in the park is minimal as the herbaceous perennials require less maintenance. At the back of the
old bowls hut is a water butt which collects rain water.
Plants are currently selected from peat free growers and will continue to be sourced from such where
practically possible.
We are currently looking at ways of improving recycling within the park. AVDC aims to recycle 60 per cent
of the district’s waste by 2020.
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Pesticide use
Non-residual herbicides are used; they include Glyphosate Total Weed Killer and 2,4-D - chemicals are
only used when absolutely necessary to control perennial weeds and disease, cultural hand weeding and
mulching is applied to Vale Park shrub beds. All shrub beds are mulched to suppress weed growth and
reduce the need for irrigation during drought periods.
Pesticide is used in accordance with the legislation and is only used when necessary. Chemicals are stored
by our contractor in accordance with the Health and Safety at Work Act, The Environmental Protection Act
and COSHH regulations. Chemical usage forms are filled out each time a spraying operation is carried out.
This records details of the spray operator, site location, amount of chemical used, name of chemical used
and the weather conditions. The contractors hold copies and are available upon request.
Vale Park acts as a vital flood control area, and a green space close to the busy High Street that absorbs
noise and pollution and provides an escape from the workplace.
For more information on Sustainability and how AVDC works towards tackling climate change please visit
http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/your-council-tackling-climate-change
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Flooding
The Park is a designated flood relief area for the Bearbrook stream. Heavy rainfall periods throughout the
year can cause certain areas in the park to hold standing water and make areas of the park unaccessible,
this is due to the clay soil conditions and comparitably flat land. A report into surface water flooding was
carried out in May 2013 with drainage works taking place in June 2014 to address the issues of standing
water that regularly occur at the western end of the park during wet weather. Works involved removing the
slow draining clay soil and replacing with free draining materials. This will not totally prevent the park from
flooding as Vale Park is an Environment Agency flood retention zone, but when the ground water levels are
low, then any rain water will drain away faster. Below is a map showing the Environment Agency Flood
Plain for the park.
Figure 5: Vale Park Flood Plain Map

Actions:
 Install recycling bins within park
 Continue to monitor drainage works carried out on flooded areas within park
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7 Conservation and heritage
Aim
Seek to conserve and enhance the parks heritage in its management and maintenance.

Objectives








To ensure a coordinated approach to the
conservation and management of the Park’s
heritage
To conserve and enhance heritage features
to a high standard
To investigate how the community values the
Park’s heritage
To increase interest and understanding of the
Park’s heritage
To raise awareness of the Park and its
heritage
To improve the condition of trees
To increase the number of trees

Conservation of the Landscape and Built Environment
There are a number of features from the original design of the park that contribute to the aesthetic and
heritage value. The intention is to retain these features and ensure they are maintained to a good standard
to preserve the heritage of Vale Park. Any repairs that need to be carried out are assessed on their risk to
safety and prioritised accordingly.
•

High Street railings, brick piers and gates

•

Black poplars

•

Bearbrook

•

Sherriff Fountain

•

C.1940’s brick buildings

The decision to remove the Lovers Walk fence railings and the wooden sheltered seating was a reflection
of their poor condition while opening up the Park, and creating opportunities to install new facilities.
Refurbishment and repair works to the Sherriff water fountain took place in November 2011 and in 2012 the
original High Street railings were restored. The Park Street railings were restored in August 2013.These
features are monitored regularly.
There are opportunities to explain the rich history and heritage of Vale Park through the installation of
interpretation boards within the park itself. AVDC continue to explore these opportunities.
The Vale Park Historical Overview can be found in Appendix 1.
Trees
AVDC’s Tree Management Strategy11 was reviewed and following public consultation was formally adopted
in August 2009. The Tree Management Strategy sets out six fundamental policies to provide a coherent
and effective strategy for the management of AVDC’s trees and woodlands. We have over 10 years of data
for trees in Vale Park.
11

http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/trees
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Tree surveys and assessments are carried out every 4-5 years with full surveys being done on every tree.
Ad hoc inspections and walk through inspections are carried out frequently by the Tree Officer. AVDC’s
tree management is currently being reviewed. A full list of trees recorded in the park can be found in
Appendix 9.
The Native Black Poplar12 trees form part of an historic tree line that is visible on old photographs of the
Park. These trees have been pollarded for many years and this continues on a 3 to 4 year cycle depending
on growth rate. During February 2012 the trees were re-pollarded with the removal of their whole crowns.
The Tree Officers Continue to monitor the vigour of river Birch line, as a suspected high water table, and
salt pollution may be the cause of the die-back; trees that have died will be replaced in the winter of
2015/2016. Trees have to be carefully considered throughout the park due to the poor soil conditions.
Tree works that took place in 2012 included the plantation of five Norway Maples to replace the felling of
the Lombardy Poplar line along Lovers Walk, the installation of banners in trees representing various
Olympic record heights and distances and routine works including the removal of a fallen tree. Black
Poplars were planted to fill in voids in the line of Poplars in 2014 using cuttings sourced by AVDC’s
Biodiversity Team. An avenue of Liquidambar trees adjacent to the play area and an arch of Cherry trees in
front of the Aqua Vale entrance steps were planted in 2015.
Further tree planting in 2016 will be to replace a pair of trees flanking the old main entrance to the park, and
a cluster of trees east of the recent drainage works area.

Actions:
 Production and installation of interpretive media
 Review of tree management and consider planting additional Black Poplars

12

URL: http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/species-conservation
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8 Community involvement
Aim
To involve the community to ensure that access for all is encouraged and barriers to access are addressed
Objectives
 Capital changes and activities must be based upon
community needs and wishes
 To empower and engage the local community
 To ensure that consultation is representative and
inclusive
 To identify patterns of use and under-represented
groups
 To address barriers to access
 To encourage greater use of the Park
 To support successful events
 To increase the audience base
The Park Community
Whilst it has not proved successful to establish a ‘Friends Group’ with individual members of the public, the
community is involved in the development and management of the Park through the variety of community
organisations we work with as well as face to face communications with the Groundsmen who work on-site.
Officers believe that it is the location of the Park that has made the creation of a Friends Group more
difficult because the Park is bordered by the town centre shops, a retail park and Aqua Vale Leisure
Centre.
Stakeholders for Vale Park have been consulted on the development of the master plan and continue to be
consulted with when new projects are planned; these can be found in Appendix 10.
Extensive research and consultation has been carried out since 2005. This includes research into the
history of the Park by Botanical Connections Consultancy, the Audience and Access Development Plan by
Torkildsen Barclay and the Qualitative Review of the site by Clive Payne Associates.
A User Group was set up in autumn 2014 for a new multi-wheeled sports facility in Vale Park. AVDC
worked with this group throughout the development process of the skate park which was eventually
completed in 2015.
AVDC will continue to gain up-to-date feedback from the local community and park users which will be
used to inform the future development of the park; face to face questionnaires will be handed out at events
such as Play in the Park to gain such feedback. A table of past consultations carried out can be found in
Appendix 11, this will be added to as and when consultations take place.
Park Involvement and Events
There are a variety of licensed events that are run on AVDC parks and open spaces, which range from
weekly ‘fitness bootcamps’ to large scale events such as fun fairs. Vale Park is the most requested park for
events due to it’s proximity to the town centre and surrounding population.
Events at Vale Park include the annual ‘Play in the Park’; this event has been held at Vale Park since 2007
and coincides with National Play Day. Play day 2015 (Mix 96 Play Day) - was sponsored by Mix 96
(Aylesbury’s local radio station) and was supported by 30 public and commercial organisations from across
the district including RSPB, Heart Beeps, Youth for Christ and Green Park. The day aims to encourage and
develop family play and provide a unique day of activities and entertainment for children aged 3 to 12 years
to celebrate National Play Day. Over 3000 people attended the event with survey results showing that 38%
said it was excellent and 54% saying it was good.
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Big Tidy Up - http://www.bucksherald.co.uk/news/more-news/tidying-up-they-re-loving-it-1-6905174
Love Parks Week is continually supported by AVDC, this takes place in July/August and encourages
residents to enjoy and explore their local parks and open spaces. Activity teams visited parks in Aylesbury
including Vale Park to provide a variety of activities such as nature treasure hunts, introductions to
geocaching, pond dipping, bouncy castles and much more. The events saw nearly 500 children take part
in the activities. This year a public art installation was installed entitled ‘A Curious Treetop Tale’ in the line
of Black Poplar trees, this was created by a local artist called Pippa North.
Aylesbury Town Council hold the annual ‘Parklife’ weekend at the end of August and this includes Proms in
the Park; a free celebration of live music. This event saw over 6000 people attend throughout the weekend.
The Communities Team supports a number of projects which take place in AVDC parks and open spaces.
One of the most successful being the Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) project. This project utilises surfaced
ball courts situated in open spaces to run free sports activities for children and young people, to encourage
use of the facilities available. The sessions run over seven weeks and are free of charge to attend. Sports
include basketball, dodgeball, cricket, and tennis. Coaches hosting these sessions encourage participants
wishing to continue that sport to join local clubs. AVDC again worked with Aylesbury Town Council and
Aylesbury Town Cricket Club to provide activities in 2015 and had 300 attendances at the sessions. Vale
Park’s events included Date
29 April – 3 June Every Wednesday for 6 weeks

Event
Cricket for ages 10-14

Sportivate is a Sport England funding programme that seeks to encourage children and young people aged
11 – 25 years to play sport. Each summer a number of sports projects are arranged at key parks to help
reduce anti social behaviour in some areas. Free basketball sessions ran at Vale Park for 7 weeks starting
on Sunday 26 July. The sessions were very popular with 50 participants attending.
During winter the annual ‘Santa Dash’ event organised by St John’s Ambulance starts and finishes at Vale
Park. This event has been gaining in popularity over the years with more runners opting to run in their
Santa Claus outfits to raise funds for charity.
Consultations were carried out by face to face questionnaires at Play in the Park and Love Parks Week to
establish more information and satisfaction of the events. Two stats taken from audience members at Play
in the Park included:
•

When asked how often they visited Aylesbury Parks, 43% of respondents said every week, 30% said
once a month, 7% said less than once a month and 20% said rarely/never.

•

When asked if they would come more often to a park, 82% said they would if there were organised
family activities, 72% said they would if there were organised activities for children e.g. sports, arts or
nature, 44% said they would if there was a family pack to download or app before going to the park
and 64% said they would if there were activity trails around the parks. Two additional comments were
having young children activities or picnic events.

From these stats it shows that events in the park are vital in increasing the audience base.
All those wishing to hold events in the Park apply for permission from AVDC’s Communities Team who
designate an officer to ensure the events policy is adhered to and provide groups with any help they
require. Event documents and information can be found at http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/organisingevent-avdc-land
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Event List for 2016
Date

Event

W/C 2 May for 26 weeks. Saturdays
1pm-2pm
15 May 10am-2pm
26 July – 6 September 6pm – 7pm
15 July – 24 July, Vale Park

APEX - Activities in the Parks, Various sports
Florence Nightingale Hospice - Superhero Fun Run
Sportivate Summer Basketball
Love Parks Week 2016 – Events TBC.

28 July – 31 July
Wednesday 3 August
11am–4pm

Smiths Fun Fair
National Play Day, Play in the Park (Promotional poster can be
found in Appendix 12)

Saturday 27 August noon - 9.30pm

Parklife Weekend by Aylesbury Town Council
Live in the Park

Sunday 28 August 10am-9:30pm

Church in the Park
Fun in the Park
Proms in the Park

Voluntary and Community Groups
Vale Countryside Volunteers is a working party set up to care for
and protect the wildlife and countryside of Aylesbury Vale.
They carry out practical conservation work and related activities
using traditional crafts and skills in a varied programme of habitat
restoration and creation.
Vale Countryside Volunteers celebrated its ten year anniversary in
2013 and over the years have carried out a variety of work in a
number of the Councils parks including wildflower planting in the Vale Park.
A promotional leaflet for the Vale Countryside Volunteers and how to become involved in upcoming
projects can be found in Appendix 13 or visit http://www.vcv.org.uk/.
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Children from the 1st Aylesbury Birch Beaver Colony ably assisted AVDC and John O’Conner staff to plant
a number of Viola ‘Boughton Blue’ perennial plants in the beds alongside the MUGA and teen play area.
The plants will spread to act as ground cover for suppressing weeds and add a subtle blue/lilac colour
through the growing season.

Equality Act and Inclusion
Accessibility throughout the Park is essential to comply with AVDC’s Equal Opportunities Policy. The
park has been designed to be inclusive. Park furniture was selected to fit with the master plan and to match
the redevelopment of the town centre transport hub. The new entrance near to the High Street underpass
has no steps and its slope meets DDA requirements.
The previous main entrance to the site was stepped with a separate sloped access point at the far end of
the park. This led to some user groups being separate when entering the Park, whereas the new sloped
entrance is welcoming to all and caters for people of all abilities. Tactile paving is planned for the stepped
entrance off the High Street.
The Play Area Access Audit carried out by RoSPA was assessed as acceptable for use by disabled people.

Actions:
 Park questionnaire
 Improve teenage/fitness area
 Programme of activities to encourage visitors to the park
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9 Marketing
Aim
To increase the understanding and appreciation of the Park and its heritage through interpretation, events
and promotional activities
Objectives
 Increase the audience base using the Park
 Raise awareness of the Park and its heritage
 Promote active participation
Communications and Marketing oversees the
marketing and promotion of the park. A programme
of marketing activities has been produced and
draws upon different techniques and marketing
channels to attract hard to reach groups as well as
the general park users. There is currently no
specific marketing strategy for Vale Park however
there are a number of relevant key aims listed below
to promote the park and events:










Promotion of Green Flag Awards for Vale Park & Bedgrove (subject to success), through PR;
website; branding; social media; flag raising ceremonies (Coincided with Love Parks Week) and
communications to stakeholders and corporate publications.
Update on the park’s key developments i.e. new projects.
Promotion of changes to the horticulture and street cleansing services through PR; website and
online channels; parish newsletters; corporate publications and internal communications
Programme of consultation and customer insight for division and review existing research findings.
This included customer satisfaction surveys undertaken during Love Parks Week which asked
about usage of parks.
Promotion of Play in the Park event through targeted advertising; PR; print material; online
channels; corporate publications; social media; targeted text alerts, e-newsletters; banners and
parish communications
Promotion of Love Parks Week through targeted advertising, online channels, social media, print
material and signage in Vale Park
Promotion of the new contractor and support the contractor’s marketing through online channels,
PR; internal communications; corporate publications; social media, targeted advertising including
Visit Buckinghamshire visitor guides
Promotion of Vale Countryside Volunteers through PR, internal communications and online
channels.
Review existing methods of marketing and continue to develop new and focused methods to attract
young people

Encouraging Park Use
Vale Park is very popular, due to its central location within the town. The investment in the refurbishment of
Aqua Vale has encouraged park usage, attracting more visitors to the park from around the district and
further afield. Events held within the park increase visitor numbers and public awareness.
All key leisure events, activities and projects are promoted through a range of AVDC publications, including
the resident’s magazine, holiday activity publications, visitor guides and town centre partnership event
guides. In addition, AVDC events are also promoted through partners’ publications such as Aylesbury Town
Council’s resident’s magazine and parish communications. Key to the promotion of the Park is the update
of information on the council’s website and events programme.
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Vale Park is also promoted on the Visit Aylesbury website - https://www.visitaylesbury.co.uk/outdoors/
Information and Interpretation
Welcoming notice boards have been introduced at the main entrances which provide a plan of the site and
contact details, updated regularly they serve to promote upcoming events within the Park.
Wayfinding signage is planned across the town centre including a network of monoliths and finger posts
with Vale Park included on these as a key destination site. A welcome board/info point is planned in the
Aqua Vale car park.
A project team has been established in order to address park signage, incorporating the branding of both
Aqua Vale and Vale Park. Proposed external signage for Vale Park and Aqua Vale has been designed but
the team are currently liaising with the planning department in regards to installation. Proposed signage is
displayed below –

AVDC Webpages
Vale Park: http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/vale-park
Parks and open spaces: http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/parks-centres-and-clubs
The website is updated frequently and on here you can find out information regarding play areas, grass
cutting, management plans, Events and Public Toilets.
Actions:
 Installation of wayfinding signage around the Town Centre
 Support programme of events and activities such as Play in the Park and Love Parks Week
 Review dual branding of Vale Park & Aqua Vale
 Finalise historical report and put on AVDC website
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10 Management
Aim
Deliver good quality management and maintenance of the park through appropriate staffing and financial
resources
Objectives




To ensure a coordinated approach to the conservation and management of the Park’s heritage
To ensure good quality management and maintenance
Deliver good quality management and maintenance of the park through appropriate staffing and
financial resources

Standards of maintenance for the park are constantly reviewed to ensure that they always meet the
expectations of the public. Consultations with park users that will be carried out in 2016 will allow us to
engage with the local community and will give us a clearer vision on the needs for the park, and will allow
us to see the public satisfaction rates and if standards are meeting up to the publics satisfaction. A balance
has to be kept between the needs of sports users, the use of the park for informal activities and the needs
of community event organisers.
As funding and budgets for the park continue to decrease it is vital that the Community Spaces team is
commercially aware which includes it continually looking at new ways of working more efficiently, making
savings and seeking new ways to generate income.
Financial Management
Vale Park in Aylesbury is recharged as ‘Special Expenses’ to the Aylesbury Council tax payer. The
finances for the park are managed as part of the wider council accounts, budgets are essentially set to
cover core works provided by the integrated horticulture and street cleansing contract.
There are separate budgets for one off works and repairs, any improvements are generally funded through
alternative sources such as Section 106 contributions, Big Lottery Grants and Communities and Local
Government Grants (CLG).
All financial transactions exceeding £250 are published on the AVDC website to comply with the Central
Government’s Transparency Agenda.
Decision Making
The management and maintenance of the Park was overseen by the Green Spaces Team until January
2012. Following a restructure in 2012 the horticulture contract and street cleansing client teams merged to
form the ‘Community Spaces Team’ who procured an integrated contract that has become effective as of
January 2013. The team retained the horticulture expertise required to monitor the horticulture works and
also a project team focused on public engagement and delivering one off works including capital projects
(costing, tendering and construction). The team also take the Strategic Lead on Green Spaces.
The Community Spaces Team consists of 1 team manager, 2 Senior Community Space Officers, 1 Project
Officer, 2 Contract Monitoring Officers and 1 Support Officer. This team has the overall responsibility for the
management of the Park through the contractor.
The Community Spaces Team originally came under Leisure Services but as of 2014 the team are
managed under the Recycling and Waste Service.
The Community Spaces team works in partnership with various internal departments and external
organisations in the management of the Park, the key ones include:



AVDC Communities – Community Safety, Sports, Arts, Events and Play Development,
AVDC Planning – including Biodiversity and Tree advice
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AVDC Design Services, Landscape Architects, – design and master plan development
AVDC Property Services – building maintenance
Everyone Active – management of Aqua Vale Leisure Centre
John O’Conner Ltd & SITA working in partnership - grounds maintenance and street
cleansing.
Buckinghamshire County Council – Lighting, Rights of Way, Infrastructure
The Environment Agency (EA)
Aylesbury Town Council – Proms in the Park, Aylesbury in Bloom and Love Parks Week

The Team structure is shown below:

Aylesbury Vale District Council
COMMUNITY SPACES TEAM
Community Spaces Manager

Senior
Community
Spaces Officer
(Contracts)

Senior
Community
Spaces Officer
(Delivery)

Community
Spaces
Contract Team
x2

Community
Spaces Project
Team x 2

John O’Conner’s, ground
maintenance and SITA UK
Street Cleansing contractors

VALE PARK
Advisory and Support Teams: Communities, Environmental Health, Property Services, Planning, Legal and Estates,
Marketing and Communication, Design Services

Actions:
 Update Management Plan
 Commercially aware - looking at ways to make savings and generate income while working more
efficiently
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11 Vision
The Council endeavours to manage Vale Park to a good standard to keep it looking its best and to ensure
the landscape, facilities, and buildings are well maintained to ensure longevity and customer satisfaction,
while ensuring that the existing character of the park is retained. The aim is for Vale Park to receive a
Green Flag Award which will recognise the improvements and the measures taken to engage the local
community to deliver their needs and wishes. The management objectives set out the overall aims for the
park and should guide all decisions about maintenance and improvements to the park.

11.1

Summary

This section of the Management Plan sets out Aylesbury Vale District Councils intentions and aspirations
for Vale Park over the next ten years.

11.2

Future Challenges and SWOT Analysis

Before an action plan can be produced, it is necessary to carry out a SWOT analysis
Strengths
















Well used park, popular with visitors and
local users, e.g. school children
Link to town centre and Aqua Vale
Toilet Facilities
Play facilities for mixed age range, e.g. play
area, skate park, MUGA, teen play
Sports facilities – Tennis – free of charge
Heritage trees – Black Poplar
Wildlife/conservation strip alongside
Bearbrook watercourse
Maintenance standards high, e.g. good
standards of horticulture
Strong facility management
Car parking at Aqua Vale
Safe, clean and sustainable principles
Notice boards to publicise events
Water harvesting on bowls green hut
Good open sites for natural surveillance
Lighting within park

Opportunities







Events venue – more community events
Species survey for birds and other wildlife
Community gardens
Recycling within the park
Mobile catering
Better use of signage

Weaknesses





Branding of the park – e.g. lower profile than
the Aqua Vale
User surveys/consultations
Flood zone – paths under standing water
On-site Interpretation – e.g.
biodiversity/heritage of site

Threats






Funding cuts from central government could
lead to lower maintenance.
Lack of S106 funds from developments
during housing dip
Disease e.g. Ash dieback
Flooding
Loss of green space through inappropriate
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11.3

Advertising – banners on lighting columns
Sponsorship and public art – temporary
exhibits
Further water harvesting
Volunteer opportunities
Sports tournaments for local groups or
companies
Use of technology – e.g. Apps for information
– interactive signage. Webpage more
informative. Text alerts
Development S106 monies generating funds
for improvements
Further tree planting
Additional facilities

The Action Plan





development
Change in political support for open spaces
investment
Local development placing increased
demands on facilities.
Accidents – insurance claims – negative
publicity

2016 - Onwards

The identified initiatives listed within the Action Plan will be implemented as resources become available
and discussions continued on issues that require further consideration.
Input has come from a number of sources – from within the Council, from park users, local residents, Green
Flag judges and other stakeholders.
All actions are continually reviewed.
Actions that have been completed can be found in Section 11.4
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Action

Who

Date

Funding

The park will be a welcoming place, creating a positive and inviting park
for all ages and abilities
Improve grass areas by removing voids
Continue to monitor the narrow access routes between planted beds and if
required consider surfacing

Community Spaces

2016

Revenue Budget

Community Spaces

On going

Staff Time

2017/18

TBC

2016
2016/17

Section 106
Revenue Budget
Revenue Budget /
Volunteers

Secure funding to implement the art project of ‘Willow Screens’.
Additional benches and seating/picnic area.
Continue the pollarding of the existing Black Poplars
Install bat boxes
Review wildlife and planting areas and how they can be further enhanced to
promote biodiversity to park users
Consider improving access, aesthetics and biodiversity of the Bearbrook to
make it a safer more visible within the park
Improve Park Street pedestrian entrance and clear vegetation along bank
making more of a feature out of the Bearbrook
Repointing of slabs around Axis sculpture and fountain
Look to replace/relocate play area
High Street access improvements by toilet block
High Street entrance improvements to middle stepped entrance, restore
current features
Continue to vertidrain and sand main grass area to help with drainage and
levelling of site
Improve worn surface around new skate park
Install litter/recycling bins by skate park
Install seating by skate park
Consider outdoor table tennis provision

Community Spaces /
Communities
Community Spaces
Community Spaces
Community Spaces /
Ecology Officer / VCV
Community Spaces /
Ecology Officer
Community Spaces /
Ecology officer / EA

2016/17
On going

Staff Time

Community Space

2016

Community Spaces
Community Spaces

2016
2020

Dependant upon
securing S106 funding
Section 106 / Revenue
Budget
Revenue Budget
Section 106

Community Spaces

2016/17

Section 106

Community Spaces

2016

Section 106

Community Spaces

Annually

Revenue Budget

Community Spaces
Community Spaces
Community Space
Community Spaces

2016
2016
2016
2016/17

Revenue Budget
Revenue Budget
Revenue Budget
Section 106

TBC
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Install linking footpath from teen fitness area to Lovers Walk footpath
Consider lighting skate park to extend usage
The Park will be healthy, safe and secure for all members of the
community
Improve natural surveillance along Lovers Walk footpath by continuing to thin
out vegetation in balancing pond
Continue to monitor the annual ROSPA play assessment and ensure that
recommendations are addressed
The park will be clean and well maintained through the management of
the external contracts and review of specifications to ensure high
quality is achieved
Continue to review ways in which we monitor and manage the contract to
ensure it’s efficient as possible
Programme in the removal of rubbish and debris from the brook (if required)
Review current toilet block functionality and sustainability
The park will be managed and maintained using environmental best
practice and demonstrate that informed choices have been made and
are regularly reviewed.
Install recycling bins within park.
Continue to monitor drainage works carried out on flooded areas within the
park.
Seek to conserve and enhance the parks heritage in its management
and maintenance
Production and installation of interpretative media
Review tree management & consider planting additional black poplars

Community Spaces
Community Spaces

2016
2016/17

Revenue Budget
Section 106

Community Spaces

On going

Revenue Budget

Community Spaces

On going

Revenue Budget

Community Spaces

On going

Revenue Budget / Staff
Time

2016

Revenue Budget

On going

Staff Time

2016/17

Revenue Budget

2016

Staff Time

2016/17

TBC

2016/17

Revenue / Volunteers

On going

Staff Time

2016/17

Section 106

Community Spaces /
EA
AVDC

Community Spaces
Community Spaces /
Park Users

Community Spaces /
Communities
Community Spaces /
Ecology Officer

Seek to involve the community to ensure that access for all is
encouraged and barriers to access are addressed
Park questionnaire
Improve teenage / fitness area

Communities /
Community Spaces
Community Spaces /
User Group
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Programme of activities to encourage visitors to the park

Communities

On going

Revenue Budgets /
Sponsorship

Communications and
Marketing

2016

TBC

Communities

2016

Revenue Budget

Community Spaces
Team

2016/17

Staff time

Facilities Team

2016/17

Everyone Active /
Revenue Budget

Community Spaces

On going

Staff time

AVDC

On going

Staff Time

Seek to increase the understanding and appreciation of the heritage
through interpretation, events and promotional activities
Installation of wayfinding signage around the town centre
Support programme of events and activities such as Play in the Park and
Love Parks Week
Finalise Historical report and put on AVDC website
Review dual branding of Vale Park & Aqua Vale
Deliver good quality management and maintenance of the park through
appropriate staffing and financial resources
Update Management Plan
Commercially aware – continue to look at ways to make savings, generate
income and work more efficiently.
*Actions identified to be added to Action Plan
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11.4

Completed Actions 2008 – 2015

YEAR

ACTION

LEAD TEAM/Funding

2008

Removal of old tennis courts, reinstatement to grass, and link path along
Bearbrook

Green Spaces Team

2009

AVDC Parks and Open Spaces survey

Green Spaces Team

2009

Creation of new entrance, central avenue, removal of railings and planting to open
up Lovers Walk, new furniture

Green Spaces Team & AVDC
Engineers

2010

Creation of new formal garden

Green Spaces Team

2010

Planting of Liquidambar avenue by main footpath

Green Spaces Team

2011

Refurbishment and repair works to water fountain

Green Spaces Team

2012

Removal and relocation of small goal to another open space within the town

Community Spaces

2012

Restoration of High Street Railings

Community Spaces

2012

Establish and maintain a safe direct route from the Aqua Vale facility into the park.

Completed as part of Aqua Vale
Improvements

2012

Construction of new café by Aqua Vale and other major works

Completed as part of Aqua Vale
Improvements
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2013

Lighting of main routes

Section 106, Community Spaces

2013

Repairs to railings on Park Street

Community Spaces /JOC

2013

Program of pathway improvements including footpath adjacent to Bearbrook

Community Spaces & AVDC
Engineers

2013

Site specific Risk Assessment carried out by RoSPA.

Community Spaces

2013

Topographical Survey

AVDC Engineers

2013

Removal of worn picnic bench and concrete plinth

Community Spaces /AVDC
Engineers

2013

Submission and approval of Section 106 application for future projects.

Community Spaces

2013

Various Variation Orders (VO’s)

Community Spaces

2014

Gap up the line of Black Poplars with free cuttings from Biodiversity Team

Green Spaces Team

2014

Planting of wildflowers on verges outside park (Rainbow seed mix) and areas by
the Aqua Vale facility (Drysec meadow mix) the mixes include poppies to mark the
WW1 anniversary

Community Spaces

2014

Textile recycling banks installed in the Aqua Vale car park for a 1 year trial period

Waste and Recycling

2014

Removal of youth shelter roof to open up teen area.

Community Spaces
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2014

Drainage improvements of site to lesson impact on flooded areas.

Section 106. Community Spaces
/AVDC Engineers

2014

Conversion of bowls green into two 5-a-side 3G synthetic football pitches

Section 106. Community Spaces
/Leisure Services

2015

Planting of tree lines by Aqua Vale and Play area

Community Spaces /Tree Officer

2015

Installation of arch footpath next to new tree planting by Aqua Vale to improve
accessibility

Community Spaces /JOC

2015

Installation of new skate park facility

Section 106. Community Spaces

2015

Removal of 2 conifer trees located towards the skate park

Community Spaces /JOC

2015

Planting of Hornbeam hedge line along the tennis and bowls green fencing

Community Spaces /JOC
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Appendices
Appendix 1 – Vale Park Historical Overview

The Vale. Aylesbury.
The Vale site has had a long history of use for sporting activities and displays. It is evident that the people of
Aylesbury had use and access to the Vale site during the later half of the 19C. However, Aylesbury Vale
Athletics clubs were in existence prior to this date and were using, if not based at The Vale. The horticultural and
entertainment elements which are associated with public parks at the time were a later addition to The Vale site.
It is likely that Aylesbury’s more rural nature of the town and its trades negated the need for a park or public
space incorporating the usual horticultural displays for some time. However, the park is linked to perhaps the
most well known and highly regarded park design company of the time, Thomas Mawson and Son. Although
E.P.Mawson produced a number of designs for the park and the final layout was executed by the Borough
Engineer the Mawson layout is evident today. The layout provided a logical structure of paths leading through
the site creating focal points and separating the quiet garden area from the active sports areas.
The extent to which the overall layout remains today is due to the simplicity of the design formulated by
E.P.Mawson and still provides an effective division of the site. A number of elements of Mawson’s layout could
be reincorporated into the site including meandering walks along the Bear Brook and seasonal horticultural
displays, albeit through herbaceous plantings, could once again provide the formal horticultural element to the
gardens. There are opportunities along the vistas to recreate focal points but with a more contemporary feel,
whilst restoring and recreating those which have been lost or altered.
The Vale Park to date has not been recognised as a Thomas Mawson and Son layout and at a time when a book
on the Mawson Company is being written it provides a unique opportunity to reinterpret Edward Mawson’s plans
for the park whilst creating a contemporary design within the historic layout. A cast bronze plaque on one of the
main entrance commemorates the opening of the park on 1st July 1937 by the Mayor Alderman A.T.Adkins. J.P.
Date
1800
1884

Ownership
William Rickford Esq.

Use
Dry closes and
meadow
Cricket ground and pavilion. Marshland.

Source
Inclosure Map. Walton Parish
Centre for Bucks. Studies

OS Sheet 28SE 6”:1 mile
Centre for Bucks. Studies

1899

Cricket ground and pavilion. Marshland

nd

OS Sheet 28SE. 25”:1 mile. 2
Ed.
Centre for Bucks. Studies

1900

Cricket ground and pavilion. Marshland

OS Sheet 28SE. 6”:1 mile.
nd

2 Ed.
Centre for Bucks. Studies

1926

Sports ground, pavilion, marshland.

OS Sheet 28SE. 6”: 1mile.
Centre for Bucks. Studies

1938
1951

Aylesbury Borough Council
Aylesbury Borough Council

Sports ground,
pavilion, marshland.
Sports Ground,
bowling greens,
swimming pool.

OS Sheet 28SE. 6”:1 mile.
Centre for Bucks. Studies

OS Sheet 28SE 6”:1 mile.
Provisional edition.
Centre for Bucks. Studies
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The Vale as public recreation land.
It is evident that the people of Aylesbury had use and access to The Vale site during the later half of the 19C. The
majority of the land currently occupied by The Vale is shown as Cricket Ground on the 1884 OS sheet. However,
Aylesbury Vale Athletics clubs were in existence prior to this date and were using, if not based at The Vale. The
Vale of Aylesbury Athletic Club was formed in 1893 when the Vale of Aylesbury Bicycle Club (est.1880)
became the Vale of Aylesbury Cycling and Amateur Athletic Club. Until 1906 the Club’s popular August Bank
Holiday meeting was held at The Vale site.
Mayor A.T.Adkins in his speech to mark the opening of The Vale Park in 1931, recalled watching cycle races at
the Vale when he was a child. Membership and activities of the Athletic club were affected by the First World
War and the depression accelerated the decline of the club.

Vale of Aylesbury Athletics Ground.
Group of stewards c1900.

Manor Vale Bowls Club at The Vale
Bowling Green c1930

Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies.
phAylesbury1314

Acquisition of the Vale Park.
The OS map of 1926 labels the site as a Sports Ground. However, the Mayor Adkins opening speech in 1937
refers to the purchase of The Vale ground as occurring in 1928. It was also around this time that the Borough
council were considering buying ‘more’ land at The Vale, implying they were already in ownership of at least
some of the site. Mayor Adkins’ speech refers to the ‘new layout’ of the site and ‘.the tennis courts properly laid
out’ implying previous activity on the site, including tennis, prior to the construction of The Vale Park. It appears
that there had been considerable discussion regarding the need to produce a ‘permanent layout for the Vale site’.
A Sub Committee (including the Mayor and Deputy Mayor) of the Finance and General Purpose Committee was
appointed with the specific duty to look at acquiring the additional land at the Vale and to consider suitable
layouts. In November 1928 this Sub Committee reported back that following the receipt from the District Valuer
on the value of a triangular piece of land adjacent to the Vale Ground, the Town Clerk had been requested to
submit an offer to the London, Midland and Scottish Railway Company shows a triangular area adjacent to the
Station and railway, shown as marshland, and was the site of osier beds, this is likely to be the area of land in
question. It was also agreed that the Sub Committee should continue to negotiate with the Railway Company and
once the land had been purchased to then consider the future management of the Vale Ground.
In May 1929 it was reported that the Railway Company had requested £770 for the land and in addition
requested the transfer into their ownership of a triangular section of land in the North West corner of the Vale site
to the company. They also requested that the Corporation supported the Railway Co. in any steps that may be
required at a future date in the diversion of Lovers Walk, the footpath running across the site from the High
Street to Park Street. The new path would be constructed at the railway company’s expense but the Borough
Council would maintain the path as per the current arrangement.
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Commissioning the layout.
In Spring 1929 the Sub Committee were considering making facilities available for use at the ‘earliest suitable
date’, including tennis courts, bowling green and running track. The Borough Surveyor was instructed to
interview the grounds man with the ‘Cartwright cricket’ pitches, Mr C Bateman, to see if he would consider
maintaining the Vale Ground, in the meantime it was instructed that sheep would be placed on the land.
The Council were keen to develop temporary facilities on the site. In January 1930 the osiers were instructed to
be removed from the land newly acquired from the Railway Company and the Borough Surveyor was requested
to set up a temporary bowling green. In February 1931 Manor Vale Bowls club requested to use The Vale
‘temporary bowling green’ over that coming summer, this was granted, for a fee, and on the condition that if the
new plans come into force the agreement could be cancelled. The Council were also approached by the Vale of
Aylesbury Cycling and Athletics club to use the pavilion of The Vale and dressing room for training. The
pavilion in question is the one shown on Map 3 and subsequently renovated in the main park building works.
However, not all requests were granted. In November 1931 the Sub Committee rejected a request from the
Aylesbury Wheelers for the use of The Vale site for Sunday morning Cycle polo matches.
Sherriff Water Fountain
The drinking fountain, the gift of Councillor Thomas Sheriff to the town
in 1914, was moved to the Vale Park from Kingsbury Square in 1929
when a bus station was erected in the square.
Mawson’s Plans
In June 1930 the Sub Committee approved the sketch plans costing
£8,000, excluding the pavilion. This may have been a new pavilion for
sports or display / entertainment use as shown on Mawson’s Plan (Plate.9.) Thomas Mawson and Son often
included a number of pavilions, winter gardens and conservatories in their park designs. In addition to the
designs submitted, Mawson was also asked to prepare plans for a caretakers lodge.
There appears to have been much concern in the Finance and General Purpose Sub Committee regarding the
decisions made by the Sub Committee set up to commission the layout of The Vale. In June of that year a special
meeting of the Council overruled the Sub Committee and rejected the £8,000 scheme, requesting that Mawson
produce a cheaper layout. The Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies holds a number of Mawson’s plans for The
Vale, of which four different layouts are evident. Each layout shows bowling greens, tennis courts, sports field
and a 2’6”deep lake and a main entrance set back off the High Street. The children’s play area, formal gardens
and a central ‘promenade’ area vary in detail as does the provision of buildings on the site. Accompanying these
plans are stapled sheets entitled as’ First estimate of costs for Vale Ground’ scheme, costed at £8617 excluding
pavilion and buildings.
Extent of Mawson’s layout.
The typical features of a Thomas Mawson and Son Ltd. park design include meandering paths with shrub beds often along an existing, improved or newly created water course and formal gardens with seasonal plant displays,
shelters and focal points. It appears that the overall structure of E.P.Mawson’s layout was carried out on site by
the Borough Engineer. The existing layout includes a path along the Bear Brook and island mixed shrub beds.
The location of the formal gardens, the garden’s oval path with shelters and the repositioning of the park entrance
to provide access from the High Street are as per Mawson’s plan with little alterations. Focal points and path
routes across the site also seem to have been followed including the siting of the Sherriff Memorial, bandstand
and the central axis path which divides the bowling green and tennis courts.
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It appears from the outset that the bowling greens and tennis courts were laid out as a mirror image to Mawson’s
design. The children’s play area is mentioned as being near the open air pool at the time of the original layout,
not where Mawson had shown adjacent to the formal gardens.

E.P.Mawson plan. ‘Proposed treatment of
Vale Ground’
Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies. MB3/22/2/1

View from High Street entrance towards planted lily
pond c 1950
Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies phAylesbury 3131

Bowling green and bowls pavilion c 1950-60
Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies phAylesbury 3130

View of shelters in formal garden c1950-60

Bandstand c1954

Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies phAylesbury 3134

Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies
phAylesbury 3201

Note small yew tree in central grass area.
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Appendix 2 - Strategic, Legal and Planning
The management and development of the park is influenced by factors affecting the town and the wider
district. There are key strategic drivers that positively impact on the Councils ability to provide a quality park
and also legal matters that contribute to the ability of the Council and Thames Valley Police to provide a
safe a secure park.
There have been various retail, residential, and leisure developments in the town that have an effect on the
Park. Notable developments over recent years include the Waterside Theatre, Waitrose and Travelodge,
increased food outlets, and more in town apartments, with the latter having the biggest impact given the
lack of garden space for residents. Where residential developments have taken place the Council has
secured S106 funds to improve leisure provision to cater for the increased population. Over the years a
proportion of these funds have been invested in Vale Park, including the Aqua Vale Leisure Centre.
The management and improvement of Vale Park supports the District Council’s vision statement:

‘to make Aylesbury Vale the best possible
place to live, work and visit’
The following provides an insight in the main strategies affecting the park, legal matters, and future
development of the town and wider district.
Aylesbury Vale Green Infrastructure Strategy 2011 - 2026
The Aylesbury Vale Green Infrastructure Strategy13 sets out principles for the management and creation of
accessible green infrastructure. The Strategy was produced in 2011 by AVDC and supported by a number
of organisations drawn from the Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Consortium. The Strategy is
supporting and has contributed to the aspirational delivery of the 10 Flagship projects identified in the
action plan in collaboration with partner organisations, other Local Authorities, charities and community
groups who will work together to deliver the flagship projects. Since the production of the Strategy the
Consortium and Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Biodiversity Partnership became Buckinghamshire &
Milton Keynes Natural Environment Partnership (BMNEP) where officers from various partner agencies
collaborate as part of Local Nature Partnership; (LNP’s were proposed in the Natural Environment White
Paper and aim to bring together the green infrastructure and biodiversity sectors).
The remit of the Partnership includes spatial planning (including through collaboration with local planning
authorities, as described in the National Planning Policy Framework), economic development (by working
with the Local Enterprise Partnerships), public health and wellbeing (with the Health and Wellbeing
Boards), wider environmental sustainability issues (working with the Bucks Strategic Partnership
Environment Group) and rural issues (working with the Buckinghamshire Rural Affairs Group). The BMNEP
will be an influential, innovative and authoritative advocate of the natural environment. It will set an
ambitious and forward-looking agenda for co-ordinated action by partners from all sectors that improves the
natural environment and increase the benefits it provides to all.
The Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan (2013) has been prepared on behalf of the
BMNEP and builds on the Green infrastructure - Buckinghamshire County Council and Green infrastructure
strategy AVDC. This Plan identifies projects which through the collaboration of the Partnership will be taken
forward by key stakeholders.

13

URL: http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/green-infrastructure-strategy

47

Aylesbury Vale District Council
Community Spaces - Vale Park Management Plan
The flagship projects have a variety of aims including; to benefit wildlife, increase accessibility to green
spaces, and to protect and enhance historic landscapes. They set out the long term aspirations for green
infrastructure across the district and its associated action plan will enable AVDC to be in a strong position
as and when funding becomes available. AVDC is the lead organisation for five of the projects as it either
owns the land where the project will be located or is the lead organisation with the most relevant expertise.
These include:






Aylesbury Linear Park
Local Nature Reserves
Regional Wetlands Park
Trees Please
Vale Park

Sustainable Communities Strategy for Aylesbury Vale 2009-2026
The overarching vision for Aylesbury Vale District is enshrined in the District’s Sustainable Communities
Strategy for Aylesbury Vale 2009-202614. This sets out the long term vision for the district and the key local
priorities – many of which will be addressed and delivered through other district or county-wide strategies,
including the Vale of Aylesbury Plan. It is based on comprehensive consultation with local stakeholders,
residents and the community and voluntary sector. Its aim is to develop a sustainable community in
Aylesbury Vale. The Strategy looks to shape Aylesbury Vale as a place by balancing and integrating the
social, economic and environmental components that define the area. The SCS has five themes and
outcomes, these are:





Thriving Economy: building business and enterprise, developing skills and employment,
supporting strategic infrastructure requirements and promoting investment;
Sustainable Environment: Tackling climate change enhancing and protecting the local
environment, reducing waste, re-using resources, increasing recycling and energy recovery and
efficiently managing the transport network;
Safe Communities: Reducing the level and fear of crime, anti-social behaviour, improving the
safety of local people and promoting safe development;
Health and Wellbeing: Promoting healthy lifestyles, reducing health inequalities, improving the
quality of life, reducing homelessness and providing well-connected communities;
Cohesive and Strong Communities: Sustaining growth of a thriving voluntary community sector,
increasing the confidence of communities and reducing social inclusion.

Legal Documentation
There are bylaws in place that are specific to Vale Park. The byelaws support Police Community Support
Officers (PCSO) to police the area and also for the Council where there is a need to challenge what may be
considered to be illegal or anti social activity within the park. A copy of the bylaws is included in Appendix 4.
Planning Context
The Vale of Aylesbury Plan (VAP) was withdrawn on the advice of an independent planning inspector. We
are developing a new plan: the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP). This will include the overall strategy
for the district, alongside site allocations (where needed), and development management policies.
Aylesbury Vale’s planning policy framework used to be set out in the Adopted Aylesbury Vale District Local
Plan (AVLDP) In 2007, the law changed, meaning that the policies in the AVDLP ceased to have effect
unless saved by a Direction from the Secretary of State. A number of policies are saved and relate to green
spaces, both protecting existing green spaces and confirming requirements for the provision of specific
facilities such as play areas. 4.221 of the AVDLP states:

14

URL: http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/communities
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‘Difficulties in providing new open spaces within the existing built-up area serve to emphasise the
importance of retaining and making the best use of those that already exist’.
The increasing demand for the provision of multifunctional public open space must be included within the
planning for new housing. Pressure will increase on existing destination sites such as Vale Park, but
enhancements can be sought through S106 contributions for off-site provision.
As part of the governments National Planning Policy Framework in 2012 AVDC carried out a quality and
quantitative audit assessment of all open spaces within the district including Vale Park. The audit shows
areas of the park that can be improved and is scored on existing standards and what the potential could be.
Vale Park scored as excellent.

Aylesbury Town Centre Plan
To make sure Aylesbury develops in line with our growing population - and changing customer
expectations – AVDC have developed the Aylesbury Town Centre Plan15 in liaison with Buckinghamshire
County Council. This sets out our joint Vision for the town centre and the guiding principles we believe
should underlie any major change and development. It also outlines some ideas as to how key areas of the
town could be improved. Vale Park plays an integral role as a green and tranquil refuge to the town and is
seen as a key feature in the development of the town centre.
Health and Wellbeing
Promoting the health and wellbeing of residents in the Vale is an important part of what we do and is
embedded in the many services we deliver. AVDC are working in partnership with a wide range of agencies
to deliver the Buckinghamshire Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2013-1616.
Buckinghamshire Physical Activity Strategy 2014 - 2017
http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/media/1932033/Physical-Activity-Strategy.pdf

15

URL: http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/aylesbury-town-centre-plan
URL: http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/healthy-living/buckinghamshire-health-and-wellbeing-board/joint-heath-andwellbeing-strategy/
16
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Appendix 3 – Aylesbury Central Ward Demographic Make Up
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Appendix 4 – Vale Park Byelaws

AYLESBURY VALE DISTRICT COUNCIL
PLEASURE GROUNDS, PUBLIC WALKS AND OPEN SPACES
Byelaws made by the Aylesbury Vale District Council
under section 164 of the Public Health Act 1875
with respect to Vale Park, Aylesbury. Buckinghamshire
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AYLESBURY VALE DISTRICT COUNCIL
PLEASURE GROUNDS, PUBLIC WALKS AND OPEN SPACES
Byelaws made by the Aylesbury Vale District Council under section 164 of the Public Health
Act 1875 with respect to Vale Park, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire.
Interpretation
1.

In these byelaws:
“the Council” means Aylesbury Vale District Council;
“the ground” means Vale Park, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire.
Vehicles

2.

(1)(i)

No person shall, without reasonable excuse, ride or drive a motor cycle,
motor vehicle or any other mechanically propelled vehicle (other than a
cycle) in the ground, or bring or cause to be brought into the ground a
motor cycle, motor vehicle, trailer or any other mechanically propelled
vehicle (other than a cycle), except in any part of the ground where
there is a right of way for that class of vehicle.

(ii) No person shall, without reasonable excuse, ride a cycle, except in any part
of the ground where there is a right of way for cycles, or along such routes
as may be fixed by the Council and indicated by signs placed in
conspicuous positions in the ground.
(2)

These byelaws shall not extend to invalid carriages.

(3)

In these byelaws:
“cycle” means a bicycle, a tricycle, or a cycle having four or more wheels,
not being in any case a motor cycle or motor vehicle;
“invalid carriage” means a vehicle, whether mechanically propelled or not,
the unladen weight of which does not exceed 150 kilograms, the width of
which does not exceed 0.85 metres and which has been constructed or
adapted for use for the carriage of one person, being a person suffering from
some physical defect or disability and is used solely by such a person;
“motor cycle” means a mechanically propelled vehicle, whether or not
intended or adapted for use on roads, not being an invalid carriage, with less
then four wheels and the weight of which unladen does not exceed 410
kilograms;
“motor vehicle” means a mechanically propelled vehicle, whether or not
intended or adapted for use on roads, not being an invalid carriage.
“trailer” means a vehicle drawn by a motor vehicle, and includes a caravan.
Overnight parking
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3.

No person shall, without the consent of the Council, leave or cause or permit to be
left any vehicle in the ground between the hours of 12 midnight and 6 a.m.
Horses

4.

(1)
(2)

No person shall, except in the exercise of any lawful right or privilege,
ride a horse in the ground.
In any part of the ground where by any lawful right or privilege horse riding
is permitted, no person shall intentionally or negligently ride a horse to the
danger of any other person using the ground.
Climbing

5.

No person shall, without reasonable excuse, climb any wall or fence in or enclosing
the ground, or any tree, or any barrier, railing, post or other structure.
Removal of structures

6.

No person shall, without reasonable excuse, remove from or displace in the ground
any barrier, railing, post or seat, or any part of any structure or ornament, or any
implement provided for use in the laying out or maintenance of the ground.
Erection of structures

7.

No person shall in the ground, without the consent of the Council, erect any post.
rail, fence, pole, tent, booth, stand, building or other structure.
Camping

8.

No person shall in the ground, without the consent of the Council, erect a tent or use
any vehicle, including a caravan, or any other structure for the purpose of camping,
except in any area which may be set apart and indicated by notice as a place where
camping is permitted.
Fires

9.

(1)

No person shall in the ground intentionally light a fire, or place, throw
or let fall a lighted match on any other thing so as to be likely to cause
a fire.

(2)

This byelaw shall not apply to any event with the consent of the Council.
Games

10.

Where the Council has, by a notice placed in a conspicuous position in the ground,
set apart an area in the ground for the playing of such games as may be specified in
the notice, no person shall:
(a)

play in such an area any game other than the game for which it has been set
apart;
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(b)

use any such area so as to give reasonable grounds for annoyance to any
person already using that area for any purpose for which it has been set
apart; or

(c)

play any game so specified in any other part of the ground in such a manner
as to exclude any person not playing the game from the use of that part.

(d)

when the area is already occupied by other players begin to play thereon
without their permission;

(e)

where the exclusive use of the area has been granted by the Council for the
playing of a match, play on that area later than a quarter of an hour before
the time fixed for the beginning of the match unless taking part therein; or

(f)

except where the exclusive use of the area has been granted by the Council
for the playing of a match in which he is taking part, use the area for a
longer time than two hours continuously, if any other player or players
make known to him a wish to use the area.

11.

No person shall, in any area of the ground which may have been set apart by the
Council for any game, play any game when the state of the ground or other cause
makes it unfit for use and a notice is placed in a conspicuous position prohibiting
play in that area of the ground.

12.

(1)

No person shall in the ground play any game:
(a) so as to give reasonable grounds for annoyance to any other
person in the ground, or
(b)

(2)

which is likely to cause damage to any tree, shrub or plant in the
ground.

This byelaw shall not extend to any area set apart by the Council for the
playing of any game.
Trading

13.

No person shall in the ground, without the consent of the Council, sell, or offer or
expose for sale, or let to hire, or offer or expose for letting to hire, any commodity or
article or provide or offer to provide any service for which a charge is made.

Protection of flower beds, trees, grass, etc
14.

No person who brings or causes to be brought into the ground a vehicle shall wheel
or park it over or upon:
(a)

any flower bed, shrub or plant, or any ground in the course of preparation as
a flower bed, or for the growth of any tree, shrub or plant: or

(b)

any part of the ground where the Council, by a notice placed in a
conspicuous position in the ground, prohibits its being wheeled or parked.
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15.

No person shall in the ground enter upon:
(a)

any flower bed, shrub or plant, or any ground in the course of preparation as
a flower bed, or for the growth of any tree, shrub or plant: or

(b)

any part of the ground set aside for the renovation of grass or turf, where
adequate notice to keep off such grass or turf is exhibited.

Removal of substances
16.

No person shall remove from or displace in the ground any stone, soil or turf, or the
whole or any part of any plant, shrub or tree.
Golf

17.

No person shall in the ground drive, chip or pitch a hard golf ball except on land set
aside by the Council for use as a golf course, golf driving range, golf practice area or
putting course.

18.

No person resorting to the golf course referred to in the preceding byelaw for the
purpose of playing or taking part in the game shall:
(a)

play or take part in that game when a notice is set up in some conspicuous
position prohibiting play on the golf course or any part thereof;

(b)

commence to play, unless he is the holder of a season or periodical ticket,
until he has obtained from the golf professional/agent/officer of the Council
in charge of the golf course a ticket entitling him to play, which ticket shall
be retained and shown on demand to any authorised officer of the Council;

(c)

having completed a round, or desisted from playing before completing a
round, commence to play again until he has complied with paragraph (b) of
this byelaw.

19.

No person resorting to the golf course referred to in the preceding byelaw shall on
the golf course offer his service for hire as an instructor without the consent of the
Council.

20.

No person other than a person taking part in the game of golf or a person
accompanying such a person shall, except in the exercise of lawful right or privilege,
walk or run across or over or traverse the golf course.

21.

No person shall on the golf course play or take part in any game other than the
game of golf.
Cricket

22.

No person shall use any cricket ball, except in any part of the ground which, by a
notice placed in a conspicuous position in the ground, has been set aside as an area
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where a cricket ball may be used.
Skateboarding and roller skating
22.

No person shall in the ground skate, slide or ride on rollers, skateboards, wheels,
mechanical contrivances or other equipment, except on any part of the ground which
has been set apart by the Council for that purpose and indicated by a notice
conspicuously displayed.
Missiles

23.

No person shall in the ground, to the danger or annoyance of any other person in the
ground, throw or discharge any missile.
Interference with life-saving equipment

24.

No person shall, except in the case of emergency, remove from or displace in the
ground or otherwise tamper with any life-saving appliance provided by the Council.
Power-driven model aircraft

25.

In byelaw 26:
“model aircraft” means an aircraft which weighs not more than 7 kilograms without
its fuel; power-driven means driven by the combustion of petrol vapour or other
combustible vapour or other or by one or more electric motors or by compressed gas.

26.

(1)

No person shall in the ground release any power-driven model aircraft for
flight or control the flight of such an aircraft.

(2)

No person shall cause any power-driven model aircraft to take off or land in
the ground.
Noise

27.

(1)

No person shall in the ground, after being requested to desist by an
officer of the Council, or by any person annoyed or disturbed, or by
any person acting on his behalf:
(a)

by shouting or singing;

(b)

by playing on a musical instrument; or

(c)

(2)

by operating or permitting to be operated any radio, gramophone,
amplifier, tape recorder or similar instrument cause or permit to be
made any noise which is so loud or so continuous or repeated as to
give reasonable cause for annoyance to other persons in the ground.
This byelaw shall not apply to any person holding or taking part in any
entertainment held with the consent of the Council.
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Public Shows and Performances
28.

No person shall in the ground, without the consent of the Council, hold or take part
in any public show or performance.
Exhibitions and structures

29.

No person shall in the ground, without the consent of the Council, place or take part
in any exhibition, or set up any swing, roundabout or other like thing.
Obstruction

30.

No person shall in the ground:
(a)
intentionally obstruct any officer of the Council in the proper execution of
his duties;
(b)

intentionally obstruct any person carrying out an act which is necessary to
the proper execution of any contract with the Council; or

(c)

intentionally obstruct any other person in the proper use of the ground.
or behave so as to give reasonable grounds for annoyance to other
persons in the ground.
Savings

31.

(1)

Any act necessary to the proper execution of his duty in the ground by
an officer of the Council, or any act which is necessary to the proper
execution of any contract with the Council, shall not be an offence
under these byelaws.

(2)

Nothing in or done under any of the provisions of these byelaws shall
in any respect prejudice or injuriously affect any public right of way
through the ground, or the rights of any person acting legally by virtue
of some estate, right or interest in, over or affecting the ground or any
part thereof.
Removal of offenders

32.

Any person offending against any of these byelaws may be removed from the ground
by an officer of the Council or a constable.

Penalty
33.

Any person offending against any of these byelaws shall be liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 2 on the standard scale.
Revocation

34.

The byelaws made by:
(1)
the Mayor Aldermen and Burgesses of the Borough of Aylesbury on the 28
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November 1960 and confirmed by the Secretary of State for the Home
Department on the 9th February 1961, and
(2)

the Major Aldermen and Burgesses of the Borough of Aylesbury on
the 22 October 1971 and confirmed by the Secretary of State for the
Home Department on the 20th January 1972,
relating to the ground are hereby revoked.
IN WITNESS whereof the Council has caused its Common Seal to be hereunto affixed this twenty sixth
day of March two thousand and one

THE COMMON SEAL
of AYLESBURY VALE
DISTRICT COUNCIL
was hereunto affixed in
the presence of:

)
)
)
)
)

L. S.

C R James
Chairman
Joanna E Swift
Head of Legal Services

The foregoing byelaws are hereby confirmed by the Secretary of State and shall come into operation on the
fourth day of July 2001.
Signed by authority of the Secretary of State on the 4th June 2001.

T K Cobley
Head of Unit
Constitutional and Community Policy Directorate
Home Office
London SW1
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Appendix 5 – Willow Screen Project
The below drawings were produced by local artist Laura Boswell. It is proposed the
screens are produced from corten steel and installed in the formal garden. A total of five
pieces is included in the artist’s proposal, the detail and structural engineering is yet to be
finalised.
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Appendix 6 – RoSPA Play Area Access Audit and Play Value Assessment

Client
Site

Aylesbury Vale District Council
Vale Park Play Area

Date
Inspector

25.04.12
fwg

PLAY AREA ACCESS AUDIT
1. Is there a designated car parking area

Yes

(if no proceed to 6)

2. Are Disabled Bays adjacent to access route

Yes

3. Is surfacing material of car park adequate

Yes

4. Is Car Park Slope acceptable

Yes

5. Is Distance from Car Park to play area acceptable

Yes

6. Route to the play area clear and accessible

Yes

Work required

7. Are Paths at least 1.2m wide with passing spaces (1.8m wide) Yes
for long paths and camber no more than 1:40
9. Paths surface
Materials
Bitmac
Level

Reasonable – considerable construction work in progress, reducing access options
to teenage area

10. Entrance to play area
Are gates wide enough for wheelchairs (at least 1m wide)

Yes

Do they close in 5 seconds

Yes

Are any latches easy to operate and not higher than 900mm

Yes

11. Route from entrance and between equipment
Surface present
Wet Pour
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12. Safer Surfacing
Wet pour
Suitable for wheelchairs

Yes

13. Seating
Is seating provided

Yes

Is it suitable for use by disabled persons

Yes

14. Play Equipment
Are the following opportunities/skills available and are they available to disabled users
Activity
Sliding
Swinging
Rotating
Rocking
Balancing
Climbing
Experimenting
Role Play
Learning
Gathering

Present
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Suitable for Disabled
persons
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

15. Provision of contrast for those with impaired sight
Present
16. Ball games facilities for disabled play e.g. wheelchair, basketball, hockey etc or space
for active wheelchair activities.
Present
17. Steep slopes or sudden changes of level (hazard for those with visual impairment)
Not present
18. Range of texture/sensory objects (visual impairment/learning difficulties)
Present
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PLAY VALUE ASSESSMENT
Site:

Vale Park

Date:

25.04.12

The Play Value of each element of the site should be looked upon individually and assessed against the purpose that
the operator has designated for the site (i.e. Toddler, Junior, Mixed, and Teenage etc.). The Operator should aim for a
minimum rating of Good for: the Site Overall, Ambience, and for those age groups for which the site is designed. As
can be seen from the indicated maximum score some elements have greater play value than others.

SITE OVERALL (Ignoring Equipment)
Social Safety
Physical safety
Pollution free
Noise free
Min of Two gates (Pedestrian)
Gates suitable for wheelchairs
Vehicle access gate
Emergency vehicle access
Age Separation
Ground Contours
Shade present
Shelter (all ages)
Access for disabled
Suitability
Quality
Adult Seats (score extra 1 if arm rests)
Suitable litter bins
Environmental suitability
Locally related
Ethnic
Use of planting
Wild Flowers
Trees
Long Grass
Orientation
Appropriate signage
Colour suitability
Open Space
Wheelchair friendly surfacing linking items
TOTAL
Excellent = 47+

Good = 36-47

Average = 29-35

Max
4
4
1
2
3
2
1
2
4
3
1
2
3
2
3
1
1
2
3
3
2
3
3
3
1
1
2
3
4
68

Below Average = 20-28

Score
4
4
1
1
3
2
2
3
3

3
2
3
1
1
2
3
3
2
1
1
3
1
1
2
3
4
59
Poor = <20

OVERAL SITE ASSESSED AS EXCELLENT
Ambience
Visual appeal
Condition (litter and graffiti)
Layout
TOTAL
Excellent = 10+

Good = 8-10

Average = 6-7

10
2
2
14

Below Average = 45

8
2
2
12
Poor = <4

OVERAL AMBIENCE ASSESSED AS EXCELLENT
Toddlers
Balancing
Crawling (short tunnels etc.)

1
1

1
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Rocking
Rotating
Sliding
Swinging
Sand Play
Water Play
Sensory Items
Textural variety
3+ Primary Colours
Toddler seating
Imaginative play (Area lending to use of child’s imagination)
Interactive ability (Items encouraging group play)
Parental Seating (in Toddler section)
TOTAL
Excellent =

22+

Good = 18-22

Average = 13-17

1
1
1
1
6
6
3
2
2
1
5
2
1
34

1
1
1
1
6
3
2
2
4
2
1
25

Below Average = 913

Poor = <9

OVERALL TODDLER ASSESSMENT = EXCELLENT
Juniors
Balancing
Crawling (Short tunnels)
Rocking
Rotating
Rotating (Multi User i.e. roundabouts etc.)
Rocking and rotating (Mobilus, Waltz etc.)
Sliding conventional (i.e. slide etc.)
Sliding (fireman’s pole etc.)
Swinging (Single)
Swinging (Group)
Gliding (Aerial runways etc.)
Hanging
Climbing
Gymnastics
Agility (Clatter bridges etc.)
Ball Play (Basketball/netball/football)
Sand Play
Water Play
Sensory items
Textural variety
Wheeled Play (for bikes, skateboards etc.)
3+ Primary colours
Interactive ability (Items encouraging group play)
Junior Seating
Imaginative play (Area lending to use of child’s imagination)
Educational Play (abacus etc.)
Ground Graphics (Hopscotch etc.)
TOTAL
Excellent = 40+

Good = 32-40

Average = 2631

2
1
1
1
2
4
1
1
1
2
2
1
2
1
2
4
4
4
2
2
6
1
4
1
4
1
2
58

2
1
1
2
1
1
1
2
1
2
1
2
3
4
2
2
4 at teenage area
1
4
1
3
1
1
43

Below Average
=15-25

Poor = <15

OVERALL JUNIOR ASSESSMENT = EXCELLENT
The assessments given above are RoSPA’s assessments and are not national averages. In practice a site rated
“average” above is probably above the national average. If wheeled play at the far end of the park in the Teenage
area was included, the rating would be excellent.
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Appendix 7 – RoSPA Play Area Safety Inspection Report – Example
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Appendix 8 – Maintenance Procedures and Regimes for Vale Park
The following table shows the current maintenance programme for Vale Park.
Category

Operation
Leaf clearance

Hard Surfaces

Keeping footpaths clear of debris
Power wash footpaths
Box and non box pedestrian mowing,
ride on mowing of amenity grass
Conservation cut along Bearbrook

Grass Areas

Edging to maintain line of borders and
paths
Trimming of grass edges to maintain
grass length along borders and paths
Vertidrain and sand main lawn area to
help with drainage and levelling
Weeding beds, tree bases and along
edges of fences and some paths
Dig over shrub beds
Trim hedges

Planting and
Landscaping

Carry out works on trees including
pruning and surveys.

Site Furniture

Play Area

Cleaning of benches

Cleansing of the children’s play area,
surfaces and equipment
Safety inspection of play area

Site Cleansing

Cleaning of all surfaces not included in
the above, includes surface of sports
surfaces, fencing, skate park, fountain.

Frequency
As requested by contract
officers
Daily
As requested by contract
officers
32 times per annum
between March to
November
Twice per annum in July
and September
Once per annum or as
requested by contract
officers
Up to 32 times when the
grass is cut
Once per annum
April/May
Once per annum or as
requested by contract
officers
Once per annum
Once to three times per
annum, depending on
type of species and
location
Tree work is prioritised
and carried out within a
24hr to 4 year period as
recommended in survey.
Tree surveying is carried
out within a four year
period
Checked daily and
cleaned as needed
Daily checked and
carried out by the
councils contractor
grounds man as needed
Weekly by the councils
contractor play inspector
Daily checked and
carried out as needed
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Services

Other Works

Maintenance for toilet block

Cleaned twice a day by
cleansing and checked
weekly by monitoring
officer

Repairs and other works that do not fall
As directed by the
under JOC contract e.g. electrical
Contract Monitoring
faults, repairs to furniture, fences, and
Officer
signage.

Area of site 4.4h
Open Space
Box Mow
Park Mow
Conservation Cut Grass
Trimming Grass Edges
Edging

Sq.
m.
No. Units
667
21780
641
2536
2940
All of
park
35000
830

Frequency
32
32
2
13
1
As
requested

Leaf Clearance
Weed killing
Cleaning
Seats(unpainted)
Unpainted seats Coating
Cleaning Park
Cleaning Aqua Vale
Inspection service

0

19

12

0
30700
6000
35000

19
1

1
365
26
26

Hedge Cutting
Various

L. m.
692

No. Units

Frequency
Various

Shrub Beds
Amenity Beds

Sq.
m.
1675

No. Units

Frequency

1

1

365

1012

365

Herbaceous Beds
Play areas
MUGA
Teen Play Area
LEAP Play Area
Skate Park
Tennis Courts

Sq.
m.

No. Units

Frequency

1
1
1
1
Weekly maintenance
inspection

365
365
365
365
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The following table lists the current inspection and maintenance programme for Aqua Vale
Category

Operation
Inspection and rectification of minor
defects
Weed control
Detailed inspection
Hard Surfaces Repair of defects identified in the annual
condition survey
Surface repairs
White/yellow lining
Ice and snow clearance
Inspection and rectification of minor
defects
Detailed inspection
Repair of defects identified in the annual
Walls and
condition survey
fences
Replacement of fences
Re-pointing of brick work
Weather protection
Mowing and edge trimming
Watering
Edging
Grass areas
Weed and feed
Moss treatment
Aeration
Re-seeding
Seasonal pruning
Weeding
Forking over
Treatment of infestation
Planting and
Watering
landscaping
Tree surgery
Feeding
Replenishment of wood bark
Replanting
*Spring - Period March to May

Frequency
Monthly
As required
Annually
As per agreed
programme
As required
As required
As required
Monthly
Annually
As per agreed
programme
As required
As required
Annually
Weekly in season
As required
Annually (spring*)
Annually (spring)
Annually (spring)
Annually (spring)
As required
Annually in season
Weekly
Monthly
As required
As required
As required
Annually
Annually (spring)
As required
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Appendix 9 – Species of Trees Recorded in Vale Park
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Appendix 10 – Stakeholders for Vale Park
The following groups have been identified as stakeholders



































Aqua Vale Swimming & Fitness Centre
Arts Council England, South East
Aylesbury and District Access for Disabled
Aylesbury and District Ramblers
Aylesbury Area Disabled Club
Aylesbury College
Aylesbury Old Town Residents’ Association
Aylesbury Society
Aylesbury Town Council
Aylesbury Vale Advantage
Aylesbury Vale Arts Council
Aylesbury Vale Race Equality Council
Aylesbury Vale Sports and Physical Activity Network (AVSPAN)
Aylesbury Youth Action
British Wheelchair Sports Foundation
Buckinghamshire Community Action
Buckinghamshire Economic Partnership
Buckinghamshire Playing Fields Association
Bucks Association for the Blind
Bucks Play Association (Formerly known as Aylesbury Vale Play Association)
Community Matters Bucks
The Environment Agency
Friends of the Vale of Aylesbury
HP20 Residents Association
John O’Conner Ltd
SITA UK
Queens Park Arts Centre
Rotary Club of Aylesbury
Thames Valley Partnership
The Buckinghamshire Association of Local Councils
Turnstone Support
TVE – Action in Aylesbury
Vale Countryside Volunteers (VCV)
Youth & Community Services
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Appendix 11 – Consultations carried out since 2004 - present
Title

Consultees

Date

Methodology

Number

Vale Park Concept Plan
consultation, AVDC

District Council
Town Council
Community groups
General public
Children
Parents
Park users
Children & young
people
Stakeholder groups
Young people
Community leaders
Service providers
Business leaders
Parents
District Council
Community groups
General public

2004

Workshop
Questionnaire

100

2004

Face to face

2005

2005

User surveys
Consultation in
schools
Workshops
Face to face

60
70
100
500

2005

Workshop

20

2006

Face to face

412

5-19 year olds

2006

Face to face

374

Play providers

2006

Workshop

25

Park users

2007

150

District Council
Community groups
General public
Park users

2007

Art
participation
Drop in
session

200

Park users
Children and young
people
School pupils

2007
2007
2007

Art
participation
Questionnaire
Questionnaire
Face to face
Face to face

Politicians
Community leaders
Business community
General public
General Public

2007

Face to face

Unkno
wn

2009

Face to face

400

General Public

2012

Face to face

Skate Park users

2014

Face to face

Unkno
wn
TBC

General Public

2014

Face to face

TBC

Children’s play preferences,
AVDC
Audience and Access
Development Plan,
Torkildsen Barclay
Associates
Public spaces, Aylesbury
Youth for Christ

Parks and Open Spaces
Best Value Review, AVDC
Parks & Open Spaces
survey, AVDC
Buckinghamshire Children
and Young People’s Plan,
Bucks County Council
Play Strategy, Aylesbury
Vale Play Partnership
Parkfelt, AVDC
Vale Park heritage, AVDC

Postcard from the Park,
AVDC
Activity preferences, AVDC
Supervised play activities,
AVDC
Junior and senior schools
survey, AVDC
Social interactions in Urban
Space, Joseph Rowntree
Foundations
Parks & Open Spaces
survey, AVDC
Play in the Park Event
Feedback
Vale Park Skate park User
Group
Play in the Park and Love

2007

25
30

20

160
500
97
635
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Parks Week Feedback
Vale Park Skate Park User
Group
Play in the Park and Love
Parks Week

Skate Park Users

2015

Face to face

TBC

General Public

2015

Face to face

TBC

*To be updated when new consultations take place
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Appendix 12 – National Play Day 2015 – Play in the Park Promotional Poster
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Appendix 13 – Vale Countryside Volunteers Programme

Spring 2016
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Appendix 14 – Green Flag Mystery Shopper Report 2015

Mystery Shopping - Interim Quality Assessment
Answer the questions below providing detailed feedback that will benefit the site. All ‘No' responses
require comments.
Name of Site: Vale Park
Managing Organisation: Aylesbury Vale District Council
Date, time and duration of visit: 19th August 2015
Weather conditions: Fair before rain showers
Name of Judge: Kathryn Whitmore
AVDC Comments in Red.
1. Was the site easy to find e.g. directional signage?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
Have previously visited so knew location but brown signs close to site and
small site maps at each main entrance

2. On approaching the site were you encouraged to enter?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
Easy access from Aylesbury town centre, with well-lit underpass and from
car park beside Aquavale. Also access from adjacent retail park

3. Were entrance signs visible announcing the site and did they
provide contact details for complaints/praise?
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Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
Plan of site with name of site and contact details at main entrances. Some
signs vandalised
Vandalised sign removed from vehicular entrance gate.

4. Were entrances safe and accessible to people of differing abilities?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
Level access from Aylesbury town centre and Aquavale car park. Disabled
car park spaces available. Clear routes through with level paths, well surfaced
and wide enough for wheelchairs

5. Were entrances and car parks clean, litter free and well maintained?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
In general litter free and well maintained, with overflowing bin close to play
area beside car park. Only one seen – late afternoon during the school
holidays

6. Were signs throughout the site of good quality, well maintained, and
displaying up to date and relevant information?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
Generally ok, though are showing signs of age and information was minimal
Entrance signs are to be updated with new park plan and contact information
displayed on them made clearer. March/April 2016

7. Were paths in good condition, clean, unobstructed and accessible to people
of different abilities?
77

Aylesbury Vale District Council
Community Spaces - Vale Park Management Plan

Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
See above for access. Generally Ok with some signs of cracking. Obvious
repairs and replacement in places
Footpaths will continue to be monitored

8. Were any staff on site easily identifiable to the public, knowledgeable and approachable?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
No staff on site seen
When staff are on-site they are easily identifiable wearing orange fluorescent
PPE clothing. The park no longer has an on-site groundsman.

9. Were facilities such as toilets, cafés etc. clean, well maintained
and open as advertised?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
Facilities were well maintained though sink in toilets out of service. New five
a side pitches locked with limited information regarding access. Information
on tennis courts out of date
Sink repaired. 3G pitches are managed by Everyone Active (Leisure Centre).
Bookings are made through the leisure centre, signage on how to book to be
placed in park noticeboards (copy shown). Tennis court signage due to be
updated.

10. Were buildings, structures and features such as walls fences etc in good
condition and free from graffiti?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
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11. Was all children’s play equipment well maintained and clean?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
In active use and highly appreciated especially skate park

12. Were benches, bins etc. well located, clean and in good
condition?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
In active use even in light rain

13. Was safety equipment present, fit for purpose and in good condition (if provided)?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
No safety equipment present

14. Was lighting, CCTV and other security measures in good condition (where provided and able to be
assessed)?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
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15. Did litter bins appear to be emptied regularly and was the site litter free?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
Generally emptied though one close to play area was overflowing but late
afternoon during school holidays. Some litter by skate park but appeared
recent
Recycling/waste bin to be located by skate park to help with the litter build
up. April/May 2016

16. Was dog and other animal fouling adequately controlled?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
No dog faeces seen

17. Were horticultural standards being maintained?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:

18. Did trees appear to be safe and in good condition?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
A number of new specimens planted appear to be all thriving and undamaged

19. Were features requiring or undergoing maintenance made safe with
appropriate signage?
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Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
Nothing seen

20. Did you feel safe during your visit?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:

21. Was the site flying its Green Flag, and was the flag in good condition and recognisable and was a
certificate displayed?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
Green Flag seen but no certificate evident.
Green Flag certificate is displayed at main entrance next to the noticeboard
(A4 Aluminium Anti Vandal sign)

22. Did you obtain feedback from park users and/or staff?
Yes

No

N/A
Comments:
No opportunities presented

23. Would you like to make any additional observations?
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Yes

No

N/A
Comments:

Overall is the Green Flag Award standard being maintained on the site?
Yes

No

If no please indicate the main areas that require action to achieve the standard.
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