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1. INTRODUCTION 
1.1 This report has been prepared for the purposes of, and to accompany, the Submission version 

of the Waddesdon Neighbourhood Plan. This report sets out the conclusions of Waddesdon 

Parish Council regarding sites to be designated as Local Green Spaces and the reasons for 

their inclusion. It follows the assessment of a considerably greater number of potential Local 

Green Space sites within the Parish, and takes account of the responses received during 

consultations on the (larger) list of sites originally suggested.  

 

"Warmstone Lane" (https://www.flickr.com/photos/rpmarks/3538834468) by R~P~M 
(https://www.flickr.com/photos/rpmarks/) is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0 

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/) 

 

  

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
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2. NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK 
 

2.1 For a site to qualify for designation as a Local Green Space, it must meet each of the following 

criteria, which are set out in paragraph 77 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

 

2.2 These require that the site in question:  

 

 is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;  

 is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, for 

example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including as a 

playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife.  

 is local in character and not an extensive tract of land. Neither “local in character” nor 

“an extensive tract of land” are defined. The Draft National Planning Practice 

Guidance states, “There are no hard and fast rules about how big a Local Green Space 

can be because places are different and a degree of judgement will inevitably be 

needed”.  

 

 

"Waddesdon" (https://www.flickr.com/photos/rpmarks/7862487856) by R~P~M 
(https://www.flickr.com/photos/rpmarks/) is licensed under CC BY -NC-ND 2.0 

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/) 

 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
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3. METHODOLOGY 
 

3.1 The approach adopted for reviewing local green spaces actively avoided a scoring mechanism 

for each candidate site. The pitfalls of this scoring methodology, such as cognitive biases, ill-

defined weightings between each criterion, and insufficient datasets all render this approach 

unsatisfactory.  

 

3.2 Rather, the Parish Council sought to address the fundamental question, “What green spaces 

matter most to our community and why?” Although small, Waddesdon has many unique 

characteristics. For example, the association with Waddesdon Manor and the Waddesdon 

Estate, the route of the A41 major thoroughfare through the centre of the village, and the 

village’s high elevation, leading to the importance of key views to residents, all necessitate a 

holistic approach when considering appropriate green spaces. Furthermore, when 

considering criteria for inclusion, we examined the policy directives and neighbourhood plan 

precedents, within the Vale of Aylesbury and beyond, to provide guidance as to what is 

permissible. 

 

 

"St Michael and all Angels Church, Waddesdon, Buckinghamshire" 
(https://www.flickr.com/photos/rpmarks/6704162145) by R~P~M (https://www.flickr.com/photos/rpmarks/) 

is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/) 

 

  

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
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4. CRITERIA FOR INCLUSION 
 

4.1 To arrive at our interpretation of the criteria for the proposals for Local Green Spaces listed in 

the Neighbourhood Plan, the following have been taken into consideration: 

Features specific to Waddesdon 
 

a. The Waddesdon Estate, the National Trust and the Rothschild Foundation: The Parish of 

Waddesdon stretches to more than 2,000 hectares. However, approximately one quarter of 

the Parish is registered under the Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act 1953 

within the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens by English Heritage for its special 

historic interest. This land, which is adjacent to the southern village boundary, is held by the 

Waddesdon Estate, the National Trust and the Rothschild Foundation, and is protected under 

the saved AVDLP policy GP60. 

The presence of Waddesdon Manor also leads to a disproportionately high number of 

ramblers using the footpaths within the vicinity of the village. 

 

b. A41 Trunk Road: Waddesdon village is bisected by the A41, a busy trunk road with over 

17,000 vehicle movements every day of the week. About half of village residents live to the 

north of the A41, thus increasing the walking time to either the recreation field, located near 

Waddesdon Church of England School, or onto the grounds of Waddesdon Manor / the 

Waddesdon Estate, all of which are situated on the south side of the village.  

 

c. Lack of Village Green: Historically there were many more areas of open green space within the 

village than there are today. Waddesdon has lost three village greens since 1774. Most 

recently, the most central village green on land now occupied by the Police Station, Fire 

Station and the development associated with Chestnut Close, disappeared in the late 1960s 
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and early 1970s. It is the loss of this area of open space that arguably had the most significant 

impact upon the character and appearance of the village. 

The absence of a village green, as well as the need to cross the busy A41 to reach larger open 

spaces, has encouraged residents located in the north of the village regularly to use the 

footpaths and areas of land directly beyond the northern settlement boundary, shown in the 

OS map below, for walking, exercising dogs and other recreation.  

 

 

 

d. Special to the Local Community: The desire for open space has been clear from the 

community consultations conducted by the Parish Council. Residents feel that the access to 

countryside, Waddesdon’s rural atmosphere and its village identity are amongst the things 

they enjoy most about living in the village. Furthermore, 85% of respondents stated that the 

enhancement of public rights of way should be a priority for Waddesdon.  

 

Because of Waddesdon’s high elevation relative to neighbouring parishes, views into and out 

of the village are also highly valued by residents. This was also identified in the 2014 

Conservation Area Review:  

“Views out across the surrounding countryside can be gained at points along the northern, 

north-western and north-eastern edges of the village. Views into Waddesdon village are 

restricted from the east, but significant from the north and north-west. Of particular note 

are the views gained of St. Michael’s Church when approaching the village along the A41 

from the west and from the village of Quainton towards the Church and Lodge Hill.” 

  

Outer Aylesbury Ring 

footpath from church. 
Bernwood Jubilee Way 

footpath. 
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Policy and Precedence 
 

e. The Accessible Natural Greenspace Standards (ANGst):  ANGst sets a range of accessibility 

standards for natural sites and areas within easy reach of peoples’ homes. In particular, 

ANGSt recommends that everyone, wherever they live, should have an accessible natural 

green space of at least 2 hectares (5 acres) in size, no more than 300 metres (325 yards or 5 

minutes’ walk) from their home. These criteria also form part of the framework contained in 

the Vale of Aylesbury Green Infrastructure Strategy (2011-16). These criteria are not currently 

met for the entire village of Waddesdon. The proximity of Waddesdon Manor and 

Waddesdon Esate lands to the south of the village allows this standard to be achieved for 

those living south of the A41, but only through use of the green spaces with footpaths to the 

north of the village can these this criterion be met for those residents nearby. 

 

f. Conservation Area: The Waddesdon Conservation Area is shown on the map below. Criteria 

used by AVDC when designating conservation areas were taken into consideration when 

reviewing those Local Green Space candidates close to, and included in, the Conservation 

Area. 

 

g. Size: Whilst the NPPF is ambiguous about the maximum size of a Local Green Space, other 

than to stipulate that a Local Green Space should not be ‘an extensive tract of land’, we have 

taken guidance from made neighbourhood plans within the Vale of Aylesbury. This approach 

has been supported by others. Locally, Buckingham Town Council, through their 

Neighbourhood Plan, and others have justified the designation of Local Green Spaces based 

upon their usage, and Central Bedfordshire Council’s 2012 Local Green Space paper 

concluded that only the more strategic areas of open space, such as the Dunstable Downs, 

should be considered ‘extensive tracts’. The Open Spaces Society, through lobbying and 

research, advises no upper limit to size, subject to other criteria within the NPPF guidance. 

h. Biodiversity: Records from The Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Environmental Records 

Centre (BMERC)  were referenced for protected/notable species and non-statutory sites of 

nature conservation importance within the area under review.   

The Multi-Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside (MAGIC) website was also 

searched for information regarding protected sites (e.g. Special Areas of Conservation) within 

the area under review and statutory sites of nature conservation importance (e.g. Sites of 

Special Scientific Interest). Waddesdon village is adjacent to the northern boundary of 

Waddesdon Park Biological Notification Site (BNS). The BNS comprises the existing parkland of 

Waddesdon Manor, as well as areas of former parkland which are now mostly farmland. 

Thirty-six species of lichen have been recorded within the Biological Notification Site.   
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Table 1: Biodiversity in Waddesdon Parish 
 

Protected/Notable Species Comment from BMERC Search 

Plants BMERC holds records of notable plant species close to 

Waddesdon village although an accurate location is not known. 

These are the shepherd’s-needle and corn buttercup, which are 

both critically endangered. Records date from 1997. 

Insects 

 

Butterfly records pertain to a 1km grid reference around 

Waddesdon Station Complex/Railway (off Blackgrove Road) and 

date from the 1990s. Recent sightings of endangered Black and 

Brown Hairstreak Butterfly eggs have been informally made and 

confirmed by AVDC’s biodiversity team.  

Amphibians & Reptiles 

 

There are several references to the Common Toad, Smooth Newt 

and Great Crested Newt throughout the village. One record of a 

grass snake is held by the Records Centre, pertaining to a 

location approximately 0.5km north of the village, along a farm 

track. This record dates from 2008. The site is considered to offer 

suitable habitat for reptile species including the grass snake. 

Birds 

 

There are no records of rare bird sightings. However, there are 

numerous references to the Red Kite, which is subject to the 

longest continuous conservation project in the world. Starting in 

1903, the RSPB and Natural England took the decision to 

reintroduce the Red Kite. Buckinghamshire was one of just a few 

locations chosen. Red Kites are known to flourish in areas of low 

intensity farming.  

Mammals There are seven records of badgers (Meles meles) from the local 

area, with sightings recorded along the A41. All date from 2004 

to 2013.  Bats, of various species, have been recorded in and 

around Waddesdon; these include the Natterer’s Bat, Common 

Pipistrelle and Brown Long-eared Bat. The records date from 

1991 to 2010.      

 

Table 1 Biodiversity in Waddesdon Parish 
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Inclusion Summary 
 

Whilst many sites were originally considered for potential designation as Local Green Spaces, those 

proposed for designation fell into one (or more) of three distinct categories:  

a. Pockets of land within Waddesdon’s “built environment” which are considered most vital to 

providing some tranquillity, and which help to create a more ‘open’ feel within the village; 

 

b. Sites used for sports and other recreational activities and/or of specific heritage value; and/or 

 

c. Sites on the immediate periphery of the Waddesdon Settlement Boundary offering public 

access (footpaths) which are demonstrably special to the local community and are used for 

local leisure and dog walking, many having historical, landscape or wildlife importance. 
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5. LOCAL GREEN SPACE DESIGNATION 
 

5.1 The following Local Green Space designations, illustrated on the map below, are hereby 

proposed: 

 

1. Playing Fields, Frederick Street. 

2. Churchyard surrounding St Michael & All Angels Church. 

3. War Memorial.  

4. Land to the rear of the Village Hall. 

5. Recreation Ground. 

6. Central green within Warmstone Close housing development. 

7. Land to the north of St Michael & All Angels Churchyard and to the west of Frederick 

Street.  

8. Land to the north and east of New Street, Little Britain and Anstey Close. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

LG1 – Playing Fields LG7 – Land north of 

St Michael’s Church 

LG8 – Land north of 

Little Britain & New 

Street 

LG3 – War 

Memorial 

LG5 – Recreation Ground LG4 – Village Hall Land 

LG2 - Churchyard 

LG6 – Green in 

Warmstone Close 
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Table 2: Site Assessment Summary (with reference to NPPF Paragraph 77) 
 

 Local Green Space 

Designation 

Reasonably close proximity 

to the community it serves 

Demonstrably special to a local 

community and holds a particular local 

significance 

Local in character, and is not an extensive tract 

of land. 

1 Playing Fields, Frederick 

Street. 

Yes - adjacent to northern 

edge of village. 

Recreational Value: The football pitch is 

regularly used, especially on Saturdays 

during the football season. 

Yes: c. 1.3 Hectares. Clearly defined boundary 

(fences). 

2 Churchyard surrounding St  

Michael & All Angels Church. 

Yes - within village, close to 

western edge of village. 

Historic and Religious Significance: 

Graveyard for Parish. Site of Grade II* 

listed 12th century church.  

Yes: c. 1 Hectare. Clearly defined boundary  

(churchyard). 

3 War Memorial.  Yes - close to centre of the 

village, on High Street. 

Historic Significance: Commemorates 

residents who have fallen during World 

Wars, serving as memorial site for the 

village on Armistice Day.   

Yes: Surrounding triangular green space 

segregates this important memorial from busy 

entrance to Waddesdon Manor. <0.5 Hectare. 

Clearly defined boundary (roads) 

4 Land to the rear of the Village 

Hall. 

Yes - close to centre of the 

village. 

Tranquillity Value and Natural Habitat: 

unspoilt green space in residential area. 

Yes: <0.5 Hectare. Clearly defined boundary 

(fenced). 

5 Recreation Ground. Yes - close to centre of the 

village, near local primary 

school. 

Recreational Value: Playground, 

skateboard park, BMX track and 

basketball court as well as playing field, 

all actively used by residents. 

Yes: c.1.4Hectares. Clearly defined boundary 

(road and fencing). 
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6 Central green within 

Warmstone Close housing 

development. 

Yes - close to eastern edge 

of the village. 

Tranquillity and Recreational Value: 

tranquil open space within residential 

area, regularly used by local residents 

for recreation. 

Yes: <0.5 Hectare. Clearly defined boundary 

(housing, roads). 

7 Land to the north of St 

Michael & All Angels 

Churchyard and to the west 

of Frederick Street.  

Yes - adjacent to proposed 

settlement boundary on 

north and west of village. 

Tranquillity and Recreational Value: 

Calming rural space when viewed from 

churchyard.  Fields actively used as 

informal recreation area for local families. 

Yes: c. 13 Hectares. Clearly defined boundary 

(housing, fencing and hedgerows) 

8 Land to the north and east of 

New Street, Little Britain and 

Anstey Close. 

Yes - adjacent to proposed 

settlement boundary on 

north and east of village. 

Recreational and Tranquillity Value: 

Regularly used for recreation. Creates 

sense of village living, cited as important 

to residents. 

Yes: c. 9 Hectares. Clearly defined boundary 

(housing, fencing and hedgerows). 

 

Table 2 Site Assessment Summary (with Reference to NPPF Paragraph 77) 
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6. SITE ASSESSMENTS 

Playing Fields, Frederick Street 
 

Site:  LG1 

Location: Situated at the bend at the northern end of Frederick Street, postal code: 
HP18 0LX. 

History and 
Description: 

The land now occupied by the playing fields became part of the Parish in 
1910 when a lease was taken from Leopold de Rothschild to comply with the 
Small Holdings and Allotments act of 1908. The freehold was subsequently 
purchased by Waddesdon Parish Council in 1932 for £450. The site, which 
measures roughly 1.25 hectares was referenced as a green space in the 
2011 Vale of Aylesbury Waddesdon Fact Pack.  
 
This area of agricultural land gained change of use to a football pitch and 
training area in 1991.  Today, the playing fields contain a football pitch, car 
park and modern football pavilion. The pavilion currently the home to the 
Waddesdon and Whitchurch Children’s Centre. The football pitch and 
grounds are maintained by the Parish Council.  
 

Size: c. 1.3Ha Percentage of Parish: <1% 

 

 

Reason for 
Inclusion:  

The football pitch is regularly used on Saturdays during the football season and is 
home to Waddesdon Football Club, who moved to the Frederick Street site at the 
turn of the century. This green space is also very frequently used by dog walkers 
and local children as a play area. 
 
The site is also suitable for village events and has recently been used for bonfire 
and fireworks displays. 
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Churchyard surrounding St Michael & All Angels Church 
 

Site:  LG2 

Location: High Street, A41, Postal Code: HP18 0JQ 

History and 
Description: 

St Michael and All Angels Church, dating from around 1190, is the oldest surviving 
building in the village. The church has been enlarged and embellished over the 
centuries, with good examples of different architectural styles. The 14th century 
tower was demolished and rebuilt in 1892. The font is over 600 years old. The 
ornate pulpit was given by the church's patron, the Duke of Marlborough, as an 
offering in thanks for his safe return from the Boer War. The Church is Grade 2* 
listed.  
 
The extensive churchyard, measuring c. 1 hectare in size, is maintained by the 
Parish Council in accordance with the Local Authorities’ Cemeteries Order 1977. 
Parishioners have a right of burial in their churchyard even when it is full. The 
Churchyard also contains a Grade 2 listed tomb chest with inscriptions from 1762 – 
1771. 
 
The 2014 Waddesdon Conservation Area review extended the boundary of the 
Conservation Area to include the whole of the churchyard and cemetery. 
 

Size: c. 1Ha Percentage of Parish: <1% 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Reason for 
Inclusion:  

The churchyard, due to its size and position, fulfils several needs within the 
community. In addition to its primary purpose, views to the north of the cemetery 
are of great value to the local community, and provide a contemplative setting to 
remember lost ones – a number of memorial benches provide suitable viewpoints. 
Despite its proximity to the busy A41 road, the back of the churchyard is an 
appropriately tranquil environment. The churchyard is also used by residents for 
dog walking and the popular Outer Aylesbury Ring footpath runs through the 
western side of the churchyard boundary.   
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War Memorial 
 

Site:  LG3 

Location: The War Memorial is situated on a triangular green on The Square at the 
junction of High Street and Silk Street, in front of 91 and 93  High Street.  

History and 
Description: 

Waddesdon War Memorial was unveiled in March 1921 by Major -General Sir 
Robert Fanshawe KCB DSO, late of the Oxfordshire Light Infantry, who 
commanded the 48th (South Midland) Division during the First World War. It 
commemorated 62 local servicemen who died during the First World War. 
Following the Second World War, a further inscription was added to 
commemorate the 14 residents who fell in that conflict. 
 
Although small in size, the War Memorial has a prominent position within the 
village, adjacent to the A41 and at the entrance to Waddesdon Manor. The site is 
owned and maintained by the Parish Council. 
 

Size: 200m2    Percentage of Parish: <1% 

 

 
 

Reason for 
Inclusion:  

The War Memorial has significant historical value to the community of Waddesdon. 
The surrounding triangular green space acts to segregate it from the busy entrance 
to Waddesdon Manor, along Silk Street, and provides an appropriate backdrop for 
this important monument.   
 
The village’s annual commemorations on Armistice Day take place at the War 
Memorial, when traffic on the A41 is stopped to observe the minute of silence. 
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Land to the rear of the Village Hall 
 

Site:  LG4 

Location: Situated behind Waddesdon Village Hall, at the western corner of Baker 
Street and the western spur of Chestnut Close. 

History and 
Description: 

Waddesdon's Village Hall was built by Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild in 
1897, as a venue for the wide range of uplifting social activities that 
flourished in the village. This site is owned by the Rothschild Foundation. 
The woodland space behind the Village Hall is located within the 
Conservation Area and provides an unmanaged habitat for wildlife. It is 
home to 10 imposing horse chestnut trees and many smaller laurel trees.  
 
This plot is the only green space located centrally within the village which remained 
after the sale of the Manor of the Third Portion’s land, Green Farm and the Green 
to create the Fire & Police Stations and Chestnut Close, in the late 1960s and early 
1970s. 

Size: 200m2    Percentage of Parish: <1% 

 

 
 

Reason for 
Inclusion:  

This green space remains the only surviving oasis of green in this part of the village 
with an unspoilt natural habitat, home to 10 large mature horse chestnut trees and 
varied wildlife.  This undeveloped site not only benefits the community by offering 
open space and light, but also enhances the feeling of rural experience within the 
built area.   
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Recreation Ground 
 

Site:  LG5 

Location: Waddesdon recreation ground is located on School Lane close to 
Waddesdon Village Primary School.  

History and 
Description: 

The recreation ground was a gift to Waddesdon in 1939 from James de Rothschild 
to mark his silver wedding anniversary. At just over 1.35Ha, it is currently the 
largest formal recreation ground in the village. Over the years, the ‘rec’ has enjoyed 
various upgrades to its facilities, including the addition of the adventure playground 
in 1998. It also has a basketball court, a skateboard court and a short ‘BMX’ track.  
 
Until the turn of the century, it was the home of the village football club before its 
move to Frederick Street. The Parish Council currently owns this tract with 
responsibility to maintain the land, drainage and equipment. 
 
The recreation ground has also hosted village events, particularly the June fetes, 
which were held there until recently. 
 
The site was referenced as a green space in the 2011 Vale of Aylesbury Waddesdon 
Village Fact Pack (page 19). 
 

Size: 1.35Ha Percentage of Parish: <1% 

 

 
 

Reason for 
Inclusion:  

The recreation ground, particularly the adventure playground which offers a wide 
range of swings, climbing frames and slides for children between the ages of 5-13, 
is very popular. The skateboard park and basketball court are regularly used by 
older children. Furthermore, the open space in close proximity to the homes on 
Baker Street, Chestnut Close and Grove Way make the recreation ground a 
frequent destination to exercise dogs.  
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Central green within Warmstone Close housing development 
 

Site:  LG6 

Location: The central green is located within Warmstone Close, with a postal code of 
HP18 0NR. 

History and 
Description: 

Warmstone Close, an area of 26 dwellings, was approved for planning in November 
1988 with housing built during the following years on a greenfield site. The central 
space consists of grass and mature chestnut trees. In the past, the residents of 
Warmstone have held summer fetes on the green. 
 
The site was referenced as a green space in the 2011 Vale of Aylesbury 
Waddesdon Village Fact Pack (page 19). 
 

Size: 0.16Ha    Percentage of Parish: <1% 

 

 
 

Reason for 
Inclusion:  

The green provides a tranquil open space within Warmstone Close, providing a soft 
organic contrast to the hard edges of the buildings, and offering light and a rural 
feel to adjoining and nearby houses within the estate.  It is regularly used by local 
residents, particularly children, for ball games and recreation.  The mature trees 
afford a natural habitat for wildlife. 
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Land to the north of St Michael & All Angels Churchyard and 
to the west of Frederick Street  
 

Site:  LG7 

Location: Bounded to the south by the church cemetery and the Conservation Area, to 
the east by housing, forming the border of the Conservation Area along 
Frederick Street, and to the north and west by large, established hedgerows. 

History and 
Description: 

This 13Ha site is currently used for agricultural purposes and is owned by the 
Diocese of Oxford. A smaller parcel of land within this space, c.2Ha, known as 
Parson’s Close, was granted planning permission in April 2012 for change of use to 
extend the existing burial ground in the churchyard. Part of the popular Outer 
Aylesbury Ring footpath runs through this site. 
 
Hedgerows at the northern and western boundaries provide homes to many 
forms of natural wildlife. There are references to invertebrates, particularly 
Black and Brown Hairstreak Butterflies, Reptiles (grass snake), Badgers and 
Red Kites within the Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Environmental Records 
Centre (BMERC) at nearby locations. 
 
The panoramic views from these fields across to the village of Quainton and its 
windmill are of great value to the local community and are referenced in the 2014 
Conservation Area Review.   
 

Size: 13Ha    Percentage of Parish: <1% 

 

 
 

Reason for 
Inclusion:  

In their entirety, these fields provide a calming rural space when viewed from the 
north of St. Michael and All Angels Church, accessed from memorial benches in the 
churchyard and numerous other vantage points, and complement the tranquillity 
of the graveyard. Villagers highlighted these views as important and worthy of 
preservation during the Neighbourhood Plan consultations.  
 
This green space is easily accessible from the village. In addition to the popular 
Aylesbury Ring footpath, the fields themselves have become an informal 
recreational area for local families, who enjoy the space with various outdoor 
pursuits, particularly dog walking.  This area is   actively used due to the lack of 
other green space in the north of the village.  
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Land to the north and east of New Street, Little Britain and 
Anstey Close 
 

Site:  LG8 

Location: Bounded to the west and south west by the Conservation Area border along 
Quainton Road, to the south by Little Britain residential development and to 
the north and east by extensive hedgerows.  

History and 
Description: 

This parcel of land has important historical value to the village. It h as often 
served as the venue for village activities. Photographs dating from 1910 
show Sunday School tea parties held there, and as recently as the 1980s, 
two grand village fetes organised by the Fire Brigade took place in these 
fields. 
 
The Bernwood Jubilee Way footpath passes through the fields from North to 
South, starting at the village boundary by Little Britain fields.  
 
The boundary hedgerows provide homes to many forms of natural wildlife. 
There are references to invertebrates, particularly Black and Brown 
Hairstreak Butterflies, Reptiles (grass snake), Badgers and Red Kites within 
the Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Environmental Records Centre (BMERC) at 
nearby locations. 
 
The views from within the Conservation Area across Aylesbury Vale to Pitchcott in 
the distance are noteworthy, as referenced in the 2014 Conservation Area Review.  
 

Size: 9Ha.    Percentage of Parish: c.1% 

 

 
 

Reason for 
Inclusion:  

This conveniently located green area has significant recreational value to families 
living in the north of the village, given the lack of alternative nearby open space.  It 
is regularly used for varied activities, as well as by ramblers and dog walkers.  
 
Furthermore, the views from within the Conservation Area out over these open 
fields create a sense of rural living, which has been cited as being extremely 
important to residents during the Neighbourhood Plan consultations. This site’s 
proximity to the proposed housing allocation site allows for a straightforward 
biodiversity mitigation solution to ensure net biodiversity gains are realised within 
the local area. 
 

 


