
Aylesbury Vale District Local Plan – Inquiry Inspector’s Report Part 1 
 
We have received Part 1 of the Inspector’s Report on the Public Local Inquiry held to 
consider objections on the Aylesbury Vale District Local Plan (AVDLP).  This addresses 
strategic matters, general policies and policies relating to Aylesbury and the MDAs, i.e. 
chapters 1-5 of AVDLP.  The remainder of the Inspector’s Report, dealing with Buckingham, 
Wendover, Haddenham, Winslow and the Rural Areas is expected by the end of February 
2003. 
 
This note summarises the main recommendations of Part 1 of the Inspector’s Report, which 
runs to over 400 pages and contains over 350 recommendations.  
 
STRATEGY 
• Supports the general development strategy (i.e. concentrating development at Aylesbury 

and the 4 main settlements, focussing on brownfield sites and urban extensions). 
• Confirms that the Plan broadly accords with PPG3 and should therefore proceed to 

adoption. 
• Reduces the overall numbers of houses to be provided in the 2001-2011 period – achieved 

by applying PPG3 principles to our housing land availability methodology; e.g. carrying 
forward the surplus of housing up to 2001, reducing the non-completion allowances, and 
increasing allowances for completions and windfalls.  This reduces the overall 
requirement for new houses from 7000 to 4500. 

• Changes the Aylesbury/Rural Areas development split from 75%/25% to 65%/35%.  
Achieving 75% at Aylesbury in the remainder of the Plan period seen as unrealistic due to 
procedural delays.  This reduces the Aylesbury requirement from 6200 to 3550, and 
increases the Rural Areas requirement from 780 to 950. 

NB: the Structure Plan requirement remains unaltered (7000 pre-2001, 8600 2001-2011; 
includes all completions and commitments).  The Inspector’s recommendations fully meet 
this requirement. 
 
AYLESBURY HOUSING REQUIREMENTS 
• Supports general development and ALUTS strategy, but reduces overall requirement by 

virtue of Strategy recommendations highlighted above. 
• Supports brownfield allocations and policies. 
• Deletes the Broughton Stocklake MDA – the revised housing requirement means only 

two MDAs are needed and, in any event, the Report concludes that there are fundamental 
problems with Broughton Stocklake viz viability, environmental, ecological and drainage 
issues. 

• Weedon Hill remains at 850; Berryfields reduced to 1850 pre-2011 with remaining 1150 
post-2011 (implications for meeting new Structure Plan requirements 2011-2016). 

 
RURAL HOUSING REQUIREMENT 
While this is mainly to be dealt with in Part 2 of the Report, Part 1 establishes some key 
points: 
• Support for rural development strategy. 
• Rural needs to be met wholly at Buckingham, Wendover, Haddenham and Winslow. 
• No support for development at other settlements, adjacent to Milton Keynes, or remote 

rural brownfield sites elsewhere. 
• Support for additional brownfield contribution at existing Rural Areas sites: 175 houses at 

Pitstone and 130 houses on brownfield sites at Buckingham.   



NB – The question of density and capacity (currently 230) of Princess Mary’s Hospital, 
Wendover will be dealt with in Part 2, but could potentially further reduce the Rural Areas 
greenfield requirement. 
 
AYLESBURY 
• Support for ALUT Strategy (without Broughton Stocklake MDA) and for Developer 

Contribution SPG. 
• Support for Aston Clinton employment MDA served by new Tring Road Primary Public 

Transport Corridor.  
• Relocate Park and Ride allocation at Broughton Stocklake to Aston Clinton Rd. 
• Support for brownfield allocations.  
• No support for any alternative sites around Aylesbury  
• Support for public transport, walking and cycling policies (with modifications to simplify 

them). 
• Support for reduced parking standards at sustainable locations. 
• Delete Eastern and Bierton Link Roads (arising from deletion of MDA). 
• Delete Northern Link Road – not justified, not funded. 
• Amend policy for Cambridge Close to require mixed-use development based on bulky-

goods retail warehousing. 
• Delete retail warehousing and food superstore at Broughton Stocklake, and consider 

if/where replacement allocations should be made. 
• Remove food store sequential requirement for Odeon/Sainsbury’s before Tesco Tring 

Road. 
 
GENERAL 
The general development control policies in Chapter 4 come in for a general overhaul, mainly 
concerned with simplification and the removal of policies not relating to land-use planning 
matters, but the general principles are maintained.  This included specific support for the 
affordable housing policies, including the proportions of affordable and low-cost market 
housing to be sought by the policies. 
 
WHAT NEXT? 
• Part 1 of the Inspector’s report will be made available at no cost on the Council’s internet 

site from 8.45am on Friday 23 August. 
• Printed copies will be made available for inspection and purchase as soon as possible 

thereafter.  A charge of £50 will be made in line with the Council’s charging policy.  At 
least one copy will be placed in the Members’ lounge. 

• A report will be brought to Cabinet on the 22nd October to enable consideration of the 
Report and approval of proposed modifications in response to the Inspector’s 
Recommendations; the proposed modifications will also need approval by Full Council. 

• Part 2 of the report, when it is received in February 2003, will follow the same procedure. 
• The Proposed Modifications in response to Parts 1 & 2 of the Inspector’s Report will then 

be placed on deposit for public comment together in June/July 2003. 
• We hope to be in a position to adopt the Plan at the end of 2003, assuming progress with 

the modifications is smooth and a second inquiry is not required.  


