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7
 WENDOVER


INTRODUCTION 

7.1.	 Wendover has a population of about 6,800 and is situated on the 
northern edge of the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty and London’s Metropolitan Green Belt. It adjoins RAF 
Halton in the neighbouring Halton parish, which has a 
population in excess of 1,800. The combined population of the 
two parishes makes it the third largest settlement in the 
District. As such it acts as a local service centre for a number of 
smaller villages in the area as well as a tourist base for visitors 
to the Chilterns. 

7.2.	 As the strategy chapter sets out, Wendover is a sustainable 
location for some housing and local employment. 

HOUSING AND EMPLOYMENT 

7.3.	 For housing proposals involving infill, rounding-off and 
other schemes within the built-up area of Wendover, policies 
RA.13 - RA.14 apply. 

7.4.	 Princess Mary’s Hospital at RAF Halton has been declared 
surplus to the Ministry of Defence’s requirements. Government 
advice and Buckinghamshire County Structure Plan policy 
gives clear support to the re-use of “brownfield” sites within 
urban areas close to public transport links. Princess Mary’s 
Hospital falls within this category. It is within reasonable 
walking and cycling distance of the facilities of Wendover and 
Halton. As such, it is appropriate that it be redeveloped for 
housing and associated uses. 

7.5. 	 The hospital site occupies an area of approximately 19.9 ha of 
which approximately 11 ha has been defined as developable. 
This comprises the building footprint and hard standing, and 
excludes landscape buffers, tree groups and ecologically 
sensitive sites. 

7.6.	 The hospital occupies a very sensitive site in landscape terms. It 
is located on the lower slopes of the Chilterns escarpment. It 
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immediately abuts the Chilterns Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty. It is visible from the Chilterns and from the 
centre of Wendover. 

7.7. 	 Existing vehicular access to the site is inadequate to serve a 
redeveloped site and substantial changes will therefore need to 
be made. 

7.8. 	 An essential part of any development of the site will be good 
footpath and cycle links both within and through the site itself 
to link with the facilities of Wendover and Halton. There is also 
scope to increase the bus services in the locality to serve the 
new development. 

7.9.	 The site has a large number of trees both within and beyond the 
developable area. Trees that are of significant landscape/ 
amenity value should not be lost. 

7.10. 	 It is appropriate to provide for the opportunity for a shop, a 
small convenience store/newsagent or similar, within the 
development with the benefit of reducing reliance upon car-
borne journeys and helping to create a focal centre for the 
housing. The need to provide local employment at Wendover 
must also be considered. 

WE.1	 The Council proposes that land at the former Princess Mary's 
Hospital at Wendover (as defined on the Proposals Map) be 
developed for a minimum of 300 dwellings, and community and 
employment uses, in accordance with the following principles: 

a) any development shall be based on a planning brief for the 
site that shall be subject to public consultation and 
subsequent approval as Supplementary Planning Guidance. 
This brief shall determine the maximum number of 
dwellings to be provided on the site; 

b) a vehicular access shall be provided from the B4009 by way 
of a roundabout located at the Upper Icknield Way/Tring 
Road junction and designed to serve also the housing 
development on land to the south and east; 

c)	 segregated pedestrian and cycle access shall be provided to 
the site and linked to the existing network; 

d) providing for a mix of housing types and sizes, including in 
particular at least 10% as low cost market housing, and 
providing for a minimum of 20% and up to 30% as 
affordable housing. The Council will assess the 
circumstances of the site and of the particular proposed 
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development, taking into account the considerations set out 
in GP.2 above and also the local need for low cost housing 
and the character of the site and its surroundings. The 
Council will also wish to ensure that the affordable 
dwellings are occupied initially by 'qualifying persons' and 
are retained for successive 'qualifying persons'; 

e)	 provision shall be made for community facilities, including a 
shop (small convenience store/newsagent or similar) and B1 
business premises on the site; 

f)	 open space shall be provided at a rate equivalent to 2.4 
hectares per 1,000 people and shall include play areas and 
associated equipment; 

g) provision shall be made for local bus services and an equitable 
contribution will be sought towards the revenue costs during 
the first three years after occupation of the first dwelling for 
public transport bus improvements in Wendover; 

h) the development shall safeguard important natural features, 
including the trees, hedges and ecologically sensitive 
grassland, and landscaping proposals shall be based on a 
tree and hedgerow survey; 

i)	 the visual impact of the development when seen from the 
surrounding countryside, the adjoining housing 
development and Upper Icknield Way shall be minimised by 
taking account of the topography of the site and by means of 
substantial landscape belts around the southern, northern 
and eastern boundaries; 

j) 	 adequate provision shall be made for foul and surface water 
drainage; any surface water balancing facilities shall be fully 
integrated into the landscaping scheme; 

k) the design of the development shall have regard for and 
shall incorporate local characteristics; 

l) 	 an appropriate archaeological evaluation of the site shall be 
undertaken as part of the preparation of the planning brief 
in order to assess potential archaeological importance or 
features. The development shall take account of this 
evaluation; and 

m) appropriate contributions towards classroom extensions and 
other infrastructure at primary schools in the area (Halton 
Combined, John Hampden, Wendover Junior) and at the 
John Colet Secondary School to meet the needs arising from 
the development. 
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SHOPPING 

7.11. 	 Located just to the north of the Chilterns, Wendover provides 
an attractive environment for both local and visitor shopping. 
Wendover has a good range of shops, together with public 
houses, restaurants, banks, estate agents and other uses 
normally associated with shopping centres. They are largely 
concentrated in the old centre of Wendover, along the High 
Street and around the corner of Aylesbury Road and Tring 
Road, producing a well defined shopping centre. Some more 
scattered shops are found along Aylesbury Road, Tring Road 
and South Street. All of the Central Shopping Area is within the 
Conservation Area and many buildings are listed. 

7.12. 	 The Wendover bypass has resulted in substantial reductions in 
through traffic and a consequent improvement in the 
shopping environment. 

7.13. 	 Wendover’s centre is unlikely to expand significantly over the 
Plan period, despite the proposals for the redevelopment of the 
Princess Mary’s Hospital site for a significant amount of new 
housing. Nevertheless, the busy and attractive shopping centre 
serves a large local population and the Council is concerned to 
support its important role in the District. 

7.14.	 A Central Shopping Area (see Proposals Map) has been 
designated to maintain a cohesive town centre. 

7.15.	 Non-shop uses can contribute to a centre’s vitality and viability 
by providing services that are now widely regarded as 
complementary to traditional shopping facilities. Nevertheless, it 
is most important that a careful balance of uses is maintained. 
Non-shop uses will be acceptable in principle within the Central 
Shopping Area. They should be well dispersed and a 
concentration of such uses should be avoided. Non-shop uses will 
therefore not be permitted adjoining each other. 

7.16. 	 Generally, larger premises occupy the more prominent locations 
in the Central Shopping Area and are normally occupied by 
major retailers, which tend to attract more shoppers. Premises 
with service access to the rear are particularly suitable for 
shopping use. Such premises will normally be expected to 
remain in shopping use. 
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WE.2	 The Proposals Map defines the Central Shopping Area. 

Permission will not be given in the Central Shopping Area for 
uses that weaken its shopping strength and attractiveness. New 
development should enhance the trading vitality and interest of 
Wendover's shopping centre. Redevelopment proposals should 
normally incorporate ground floor retail accommodation. Non-
retail or mixed-use schemes should avoid a bunching of, or 
adjacent, non-shop uses. 

CAR PARKING 

7.17. 	 The public car park at Wendover is to the rear of the southern 
side of High Street. It is heavily used throughout the day by 
shoppers, people using the library and commuters. A short stay 
only management regime has now been introduced in the car 
park to address these issues. Previously the Council sought to 
extend the car park on land to the south-west of the existing car 
park. It has not proved possible to progress this proposal and 
this is no longer considered feasible. 

7.18. 	 There is also a large car park at Wendover Station, which has 
recently been extended. 

7.19. 	 The advent of the by-pass and the traffic-calming scheme will 
provide potential for some additional on-street car parking. The 
Council will investigate with others the potential for additional 
public car parking in the centre of Wendover and, in the event 
of identifying a suitable site, will consider the use of compulsory 
purchase powers for its acquisition. 

TRANSPORT 

7.20. 	 An important means of reducing reliance on the private car is 
the creation of pedestrian/cycle links in Wendover which are 
safe and convenient linking where people live to where they 
shop, work, go to school etc. 

7.21. 	 The traffic calming works carried out following the opening of 
the bypass included some improvements of the cycle network. 
The development of the Princess Mary’s Hospital site will be 
associated with improvements to the pedestrian and cycle links 
in that part of the village (WE.1). 
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7.22. 	 The Council will seek to encourage the continued improvement 
of facilities for walking and cycling in Wendover both through 
the granting of planning applications and other mechanisms in 
conjunction with BCC. 

TOWNSCAPE AND ENVIRONMENT 

7.23. 	 All of Wendover’s Central Shopping Area is within the 
Conservation Area. The historic fabric lends a great deal to 
its character and environmental quality; it constitutes one of 
the principal assets. There is a need to exploit this and other 
opportunities to enhance the environment of Wendover’s 
centre and so increase its attractiveness as a place to shop. 
Shop premises may need to be refurbished but this should 
not be at the expense of maintaining the integrity of the 
historic buildings. 

7.24. 	 Providing more housing within town centres is an important 
objective. More housing will provide more choice, a better 
balance of uses in the centre, increased activity outside peak 
times and provide a choice for those who want to be less 
dependent on the motor car. 

WE.3	 The Proposals Map defines the Wendover Central Shopping area. 

Development that enhances the shopping function and 
characteristics of the Central Shopping Area will be permitted, 
subject to other policies of the Plan. Proposals where shopping-
related development is secondary to residential and other non-
retail uses are not likely to be considered appropriate in the 
Central Shopping Area. 

Proposals for new buildings or alterations to existing buildings, 
and for shop fronts and advertisements, should be designed to 
harmonise with the traditional appearance of the town centre 
and should, where possible, include or facilitate rear servicing. 

Development giving rise to excessive traffic that is incompatible 
with the historic environment or retail efficiency of the centre 
will not be permitted. 

7.25. 	 The Council has recently undertaken in co-operation with the 
Parish Council a number of small environmental improvement 
schemes in central Wendover. BCC has carried out traffic calming 
proposals that include some environmental works. There is scope 
to extend this sort of work to other parts of Wendover. 
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