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8
 HADDENHAM


INTRODUCTION 

8.1. 	 Haddenham is a large village in the south-west of Aylesbury 
Vale. It has a good range of small shops, public houses and other 
services. It has a large number of jobs on the Haddenham 
Business Park. It has relatively good bus services to larger 
urban areas, including Aylesbury, and a railway station with 
train services to London and Birmingham. 

HOUSING 

8.2.	 Although it has a good range of services, Haddenham is not 
considered an appropriate location for significant housing 
development at this time, because there are more suitable 
locations for such development elsewhere in the District. 
Housing proposals within or on the edge of the built-up area of 
Haddenham will be considered under policies RA.13 - RA.14. 

EMPLOYMENT 

8.3. 	 Although Haddenham only has a population of 4,800 it is, 
nevertheless, one of the largest rural settlements with a broad 
range of facilities. It acts as a local centre for many small 
villages in the area. 

8.4. 	 The Haddenham Business Park has successfully attracted 
employment, including effectively replacing firms that have 
moved. The estate has the best access to the motorway network 
of any of the District’s rural employment sites, being close to 
the M40 and the lucrative market west of London, although 
traffic, both heavy and light, does cause environmental 
problems through the centre of Haddenham, part of which is 
designated a Conservation Area. 

8.5. 	 The Council’s advisors have recommended that the village could 
build upon its attractiveness to investors as an employment 
location. This would help meet some of the District’s strategic 
employment needs and provide jobs in a key rural location that 
can help reduce commuting to major towns from rural areas. 
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An appraisal of 
employment needs is 
contained in the Economic 
Background Paper. 

8.6. Accordingly, the Council will seek to exploit the potential of 
land adjacent to the existing Haddenham Business Park site to 
meet strategic employment needs. An allocation of 5.85 ha is 
proposed for office, industrial and distribution uses west and 
east of Haddenham Business Park and north of Thame Road. 

8.7. The allocation of this amount of employment land will also 
facilitate the construction of a new road from the Haddenham 
Business Park direct to the A418. This will afford significant 
environmental benefit to Haddenham. 

8.8. It will be important to secure pedestrian and cycle links to/from 
the station and to/from the village centre. 

HA.1 The Council proposes that a 5.85 ha site west and east of 
Haddenham Business Park and north of Thame Road (as 
defined on the Proposals Map) be developed for employment 
uses in accordance with the following principles: 

a) any development shall be against the background of a 
planning brief which shall be subject to public consultation 
and approval as Supplementary Planning Guidance; 

b) vehicular access shall be provided northward direct to and 
include a junction with the A418. The alignment will follow 
that shown on the Proposals Map. The vehicular access shall 
be constructed and made available for use prior to the 
occupation of no more than 2 ha of the land hereby allocated 
for development. Within three months of the new access 
being brought into use, the existing access to Dollicott shall 
be permanently closed to all but emergency traffic, cyclists 
and pedestrians; 

c) the main estate road within the development shall be 
aligned, designed and constructed to provide a direct link to 
the Haddenham Business Park; 

d) an equitable contribution will be sought towards the 
revenue costs during the first three years after the 
occupation of the first unit for public transport bus services 
in Haddenham; 

e) segregated cycle/footpath links shall be provided to link the 
site to the station and the village; 

f) the visual impact of the development when seen from the 
countryside, the A418 and Thame Road shall be minimised 
by taking account of the topography of the site; a 
landscaping scheme shall safeguard, as far as possible, 
important natural features, including trees and hedges on 
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the Thame Road frontage, and shall provide a substantial 
landscaping belt on the northern boundary of the site; and 

g) adequate provision shall be made for foul and surface water 
drainage; any surface water balancing shall be fully 
integrated into the landscaping scheme. 

SHOPPING 

8.9. 	 The maintenance and enhancement of Haddenham as a local 
shopping centre is important in terms of minimising the need to 
travel. With the exception of shops at Banks Parade, other 
shopping facilities in Haddenham are spread over a large area. 
Banks Parade, in particular, acts as an important local centre 
for Haddenham and surrounding villages. The loss of any of the 
shops would be likely to affect the viability of the remainder. 
The Council therefore proposes to designate Banks Parade as a 
Primary Shopping Frontage to prevent shops being lost to non-
shop uses. 

HA.2	 The Proposals Map defines the Primary Shopping Frontage at 
Banks Parade Haddenham. 

Within this primary frontage the Council will not permit 
changes of use to non-retail uses that weaken the shopping 
strength and interest of the local centre. 

Redevelopment that incorporates ground floor shopping uses 
and enhances the trading characteristics of the local centre will 
be permitted. 

TRANSPORT 

8.10.	 An important means of reducing reliance on the private car is 
the creation of good pedestrian/cycle links in the village that are 
safe and convenient linking where people live to where they 
shop, work, go to school etc. The Council will encourage the 
continued improvement of facilities for walking and cycling in 
the village. 

8.11. 	 In order to provide an enhanced service, the line has been 
restored to double track on the section of the London to 
Birmingham railway line which skirts Haddenham. 
Haddenham and Thame Parkway station has been rebuilt and 
the car park extended. 
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